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PREFACE — EGYPT AND THE PROBLEM OF RELIGION
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The civilization of ancient Egypt presents one of the most enduring and complex religious landscapes in human history. Stretching across more than three millennia, its cultural continuity is unmatched, yet within that continuity lies a system of belief that resists simple definition. Modern readers, accustomed to clear distinctions between religion, politics, and daily life, often approach Egypt with assumptions that do not easily apply. The very concept of “religion” as a separate domain did not exist in the same way, and this creates an immediate challenge: how does one study a religion that was never isolated from the rest of life?

To begin addressing this problem, one must first understand that in ancient Egypt, the sacred was not confined to temples, rituals, or priesthoods. It permeated the entire structure of existence. The land itself, shaped by the predictable flooding of the Nile, was experienced as a manifestation of divine order. The sky, the sun, the cycles of day and night, and even the structure of society were all understood through a sacred framework. What modern observers might categorize as natural processes were, for the Egyptians, expressions of a deeper, ordered reality governed by divine forces.

This pervasive sacredness complicates the effort to draw boundaries. In many later religious traditions, it is possible to distinguish clearly between sacred and secular spheres. There are places designated for worship, times set aside for ritual, and roles assigned to religious specialists. While Egypt certainly possessed temples, priests, and rituals, these did not exist in isolation from the rest of society. Instead, they functioned as focal points within a broader continuum of sacred experience. The temple was not simply a place of worship; it was the axis where the divine and human worlds intersected. Likewise, the king was not merely a political ruler but an essential mediator who sustained the balance of the cosmos.

This leads to a central issue in the study of Egyptian religion: the difficulty of defining what counts as “religious.” If everything is infused with sacred meaning, then the category itself risks becoming too broad to be useful. Yet at the same time, there are clear distinctions in Egyptian culture between what is considered ordinary and what is set apart. Sacred architecture, for instance, was constructed with enduring materials such as stone, while everyday structures were built from mud brick. Sacred texts were written in specialized scripts, and ritual practices followed precise formulas that distinguished them from daily activities. These distinctions indicate that, despite the all-encompassing nature of the sacred, there was still an awareness of different levels of engagement with the divine.

Another layer of complexity arises from the historical development of Egyptian civilization. Over the course of its long history, the relationship between the sacred and the ordinary was not static. Early periods reveal a world in which the sacred seems almost inseparable from the totality of life, while later periods show increasing differentiation. Professional priesthoods became more prominent, religious institutions gained greater organization, and theological reflection became more explicit. This gradual evolution suggests that Egyptian religion cannot be understood as a single, unchanging system but must be approached as a dynamic process shaped by historical conditions.

The problem is further compounded by the nature of the available sources. Egyptian religion is not preserved in a single authoritative text or unified doctrine. Instead, it is scattered across inscriptions, temple reliefs, funerary texts, hymns, and administrative records. These materials do not present a systematic theology in the modern sense. Rather, they offer glimpses into a lived experience of the sacred, expressed through ritual, myth, and symbolic language. The absence of a centralized religious authority or canonical scripture means that interpretations must be reconstructed from a wide range of evidence, each piece reflecting a particular context and purpose.

Moreover, the language of ancient Egypt itself poses challenges. There was no direct equivalent to the modern term “religion,” and the concepts that structured Egyptian thought do not always translate neatly into contemporary categories. Terms that refer to order, truth, or divine presence carry layers of meaning that extend beyond simple definitions. This requires careful interpretation, as imposing modern terminology can obscure the original significance of these ideas. The task, therefore, is not merely to translate words but to reconstruct a conceptual framework that reflects how the Egyptians themselves understood their world.

One of the most striking features of Egyptian belief is the emphasis on order and continuity. The cosmos was perceived as a stable, meaningful system, maintained through the proper alignment of human and divine actions. Disorder, by contrast, was not simply a natural occurrence but a threat to the very fabric of existence. This perspective shaped every aspect of life, from governance to daily conduct. The king’s role, in particular, was central to this system, as he was responsible for upholding the balance that ensured the world continued to function as intended. His actions were not merely political but carried profound religious significance, reinforcing the idea that authority and sacred duty were inseparable.

At the same time, Egyptian religion was not purely abstract or philosophical. It was deeply practical, concerned with maintaining harmony in both the visible and invisible realms. Rituals were performed to sustain the gods, ensure the proper functioning of the cosmos, and secure well-being for individuals and communities. Offerings, prayers, and ceremonies were not symbolic gestures but active processes believed to have real effects. This practical dimension highlights the interactive nature of Egyptian religion, where humans and gods were engaged in a continuous exchange that sustained the order of the world.

Despite its apparent stability, Egyptian religion also contained elements of tension and contradiction. The coexistence of multiple gods, each with distinct identities and roles, raises questions about how unity and diversity were reconciled. In some contexts, the gods appear as separate beings with specific functions, while in others, they are understood as manifestations of a single underlying reality. This dual perspective suggests a sophisticated approach to the divine, one that accommodates both plurality and unity without resolving the tension between them. Such complexity challenges simplistic labels and invites a more nuanced understanding of Egyptian theology.

The enduring fascination with Egyptian religion stems in part from this richness and ambiguity. It offers a vision of the world that is at once familiar and profoundly different. Familiar, because it addresses universal questions about existence, order, and the relationship between humans and the divine. Different, because it does so within a framework that does not align neatly with later religious traditions. This combination of continuity and difference makes Egypt a unique case study, providing insights not only into its own culture but also into the broader development of religious thought.

To approach this subject effectively, it is necessary to adopt a perspective that balances historical analysis with conceptual clarity. Rather than imposing rigid definitions, one must remain attentive to the ways in which meaning is constructed within the culture itself. This involves recognizing the interplay between ritual practice, mythic narrative, and social structure, all of which contribute to the overall understanding of the sacred. By examining these elements in their proper context, it becomes possible to reconstruct a coherent picture of Egyptian religion, one that respects its complexity while making it accessible to modern readers.

In doing so, the initial problem—how to define religion in ancient Egypt—transforms into a broader inquiry. It is no longer simply a matter of categorizing beliefs and practices but of understanding a worldview in which the sacred is embedded in every aspect of existence. This shift in perspective allows for a more accurate and meaningful engagement with the material, opening the way for a deeper exploration of the concepts that shaped one of the most influential civilizations in human history.

The modern understanding of ancient Egyptian religion is not the result of a continuous tradition passed down through generations, but rather a rediscovery that began only in the recent past. For centuries, the religious world of Egypt remained largely inaccessible, obscured by the loss of its language and the disappearance of its cultural context. What survived were monumental structures, inscriptions carved in stone, and fragments of texts whose meanings could no longer be read. These remnants inspired fascination, but without the ability to interpret them, they remained silent witnesses to a forgotten system of belief.

The turning point came with the decipherment of the ancient writing system. When scholars finally unlocked the script, it transformed Egypt from a land of mystery into a civilization that could be studied in its own words. Texts that had once appeared as decorative symbols revealed themselves to be rich sources of information, containing hymns, rituals, philosophical reflections, and narratives about the gods. This breakthrough did not simply add new data; it fundamentally changed the way Egypt could be understood. Instead of relying on external descriptions, often filtered through the perspectives of later cultures, researchers could now engage directly with the voices of the ancient Egyptians themselves.

However, this rediscovery brought its own challenges. Early interpretations were often shaped by the expectations and frameworks of the scholars who first encountered these texts. Many approached Egyptian religion through the lens of familiar traditions, searching for parallels that would make the unfamiliar more comprehensible. In some cases, this led to oversimplifications, such as the tendency to classify Egyptian belief as either primitive or as an early form of later religious systems. Such approaches, while understandable, risked distorting the unique characteristics of Egyptian thought by forcing it into categories that did not fully apply.

One of the most persistent issues was the attempt to identify a single, unified doctrine within Egyptian religion. Unlike traditions that are centered on a canonical text or a clearly defined set of teachings, Egyptian religion was highly diverse. Different regions, temples, and historical periods produced variations in belief and practice. The gods themselves could be understood in multiple ways, with their identities shifting depending on context. This fluidity made it difficult to construct a single, consistent system, leading some scholars to describe Egyptian religion as incoherent or contradictory. Yet this apparent inconsistency may instead reflect a different mode of thinking, one that allows for multiple perspectives to coexist without requiring them to be resolved into a single framework.

Another challenge lies in the nature of the surviving material. Much of what is known about Egyptian religion comes from contexts that were not intended to provide systematic explanations. Temple inscriptions, for example, often focus on ritual actions and the praise of deities rather than abstract theological discussion. Funerary texts are concerned with the afterlife and the fate of the individual, offering guidance and protection rather than philosophical analysis. Administrative records and everyday documents occasionally touch on religious matters, but only in passing. As a result, the reconstruction of Egyptian theology requires piecing together information from sources that were created for different purposes, each offering only a partial view.

Despite these difficulties, patterns begin to emerge when the material is examined as a whole. One of the most significant insights is the recognition that Egyptian religion operates on multiple levels simultaneously. On one level, there is the practical dimension of ritual and cult, where the focus is on maintaining relationships with the gods through offerings and ceremonies. On another level, there is a more reflective dimension, where questions about the nature of the divine, the structure of the cosmos, and the meaning of existence are explored. These levels are not separate but interconnected, with ritual practice providing the foundation for more abstract forms of thought.

The process of rediscovering Egyptian theology also involves reconsidering the role of the gods. Early interpretations often emphasized the multiplicity of deities, presenting the Egyptian pantheon as a collection of independent figures, each associated with specific domains. While this perspective captures an important aspect of Egyptian religion, it does not fully account for the ways in which these deities were understood to be interconnected. Texts frequently describe relationships between gods, merging their identities or presenting them as different expressions of a single underlying reality. This suggests a more complex conception of the divine, one that accommodates both diversity and unity.

In addition to the gods themselves, the concept of divine presence plays a crucial role in understanding Egyptian theology. The gods were not distant or abstract entities but were believed to be actively present in the world. This presence could be experienced in various ways, through the cult statue in the temple, through natural phenomena such as the rising of the sun, or through the recitation of sacred words. Each of these forms of presence represents a different mode of interaction between the human and the divine, contributing to a multifaceted understanding of religion.

The rediscovery of Egyptian theology also highlights the importance of context. Religious ideas cannot be separated from the cultural and social environment in which they were developed. The structure of Egyptian society, with its emphasis on order and hierarchy, is reflected in its religious concepts. The role of the king, for instance, is not merely political but deeply theological, embodying the connection between the human and divine realms. Similarly, the organization of temples and the performance of rituals are shaped by broader patterns of thought that extend beyond the strictly religious sphere.

Modern approaches to Egyptian religion have increasingly emphasized the need to study these elements as part of an integrated system. Rather than isolating individual aspects, such as mythology or ritual, scholars seek to understand how they function together to create a coherent worldview. This holistic perspective allows for a more nuanced interpretation, one that recognizes the interplay between different dimensions of religious experience. It also helps to avoid the pitfalls of earlier approaches, which often focused on isolated features without considering their broader context.

At the same time, it is important to acknowledge the limits of what can be known. Despite the wealth of surviving material, there are still gaps in the evidence, and many aspects of Egyptian religion remain open to interpretation. The texts themselves are often fragmentary, and their meanings can be difficult to reconstruct with certainty. Furthermore, the perspectives preserved in the surviving sources may not represent the full range of beliefs and practices that existed within Egyptian society. What is known is shaped by what has survived, and this inevitably influences the conclusions that can be drawn.

Nevertheless, the ongoing study of Egyptian religion continues to yield new insights. Advances in archaeology, improved methods of analysis, and the discovery of previously unknown texts all contribute to a more detailed and accurate understanding. Each new piece of evidence adds to the picture, revealing additional layers of complexity and challenging earlier assumptions. This process of discovery is not static but evolves over time, reflecting both the accumulation of knowledge and the changing perspectives of those who study it.

The rediscovery of Egyptian theology is therefore not a single event but an ongoing process. It involves not only the recovery of ancient texts and artifacts but also the continual refinement of the methods used to interpret them. As understanding deepens, the initial sense of mystery gives way to a more structured comprehension, though the richness of the material ensures that it never becomes fully exhausted. Instead, it remains a field of study that invites continual exploration, offering new perspectives on the ways in which human beings have sought to understand their place in the world.

Through this process, ancient Egypt emerges not as a distant and incomprehensible culture, but as a civilization with its own coherent and sophisticated approach to the divine. Its theology, while different in form from later traditions, addresses many of the same fundamental questions, providing a unique perspective on the relationship between humanity and the sacred. By engaging with this material on its own terms, it becomes possible to appreciate both its distinctiveness and its broader significance within the history of religious thought.

The study of ancient Egyptian religion presents a unique set of challenges that distinguish it from the interpretation of many other historical belief systems. These challenges do not arise from a lack of material, but rather from the nature of the material itself and the conceptual distance between ancient Egyptian thought and modern frameworks of understanding. What survives from Egypt is abundant, yet its meaning is not always transparent. The difficulty lies not in accessing the evidence, but in interpreting it without imposing assumptions that distort its original significance.

One of the primary obstacles is the absence of a single, unified doctrine. Unlike traditions that are structured around a central text or a clearly defined system of belief, Egyptian religion is dispersed across a wide variety of sources. These include temple inscriptions, funerary texts, hymns, administrative documents, and artistic representations. Each of these sources was created for a specific purpose, and none of them was intended to provide a comprehensive account of religious thought. As a result, the overall system must be reconstructed from fragments, each offering a partial and context-dependent perspective.

This fragmented nature of the evidence means that interpretation requires careful attention to context. A text inscribed on the wall of a temple, for example, cannot be read in the same way as a funerary composition intended to guide the deceased in the afterlife. The language, symbolism, and intended audience differ, and these differences influence the way religious ideas are expressed. Without considering these factors, there is a risk of treating all sources as if they belong to a single, homogeneous system, thereby overlooking the diversity and complexity that characterize Egyptian religion.

Another significant challenge is the fluidity of religious concepts. In many cases, the same deity can appear under different names, forms, and attributes, depending on the context. This multiplicity is not necessarily a sign of inconsistency, but rather reflects a mode of thought that allows for flexibility and adaptation. A god may be associated with a particular city, a natural phenomenon, or a specific function, yet these associations do not limit the deity to a single identity. Instead, they represent different aspects of a broader reality. For modern interpreters, accustomed to fixed definitions, this fluidity can be difficult to grasp.

Closely related to this is the issue of symbolic language. Egyptian texts often employ metaphor, imagery, and layered meanings that resist straightforward interpretation. Words and symbols are not always used in a literal sense; they can carry multiple levels of significance simultaneously. A single term may refer to a physical object, a conceptual idea, and a divine principle all at once. This richness of meaning is a strength of the tradition, but it also complicates the task of translation and analysis. Capturing the full range of these meanings in a modern language is rarely possible, and any translation inevitably involves a degree of simplification.

The passage of time further complicates interpretation. Egyptian civilization spanned thousands of years, and its religious concepts evolved over that period. Ideas that appear in early texts may be reinterpreted or transformed in later ones, reflecting changes in social, political, and cultural conditions. Yet these changes do not always follow a clear or linear progression. Older ideas can persist alongside newer developments, creating a layered structure in which multiple forms of thought coexist. This continuity and variation must be taken into account when analyzing the material, as it prevents the reduction of Egyptian religion to a single, static system.

The role of later interpretations also plays a significant part in shaping modern understanding. Much of what was known about Egypt before the decipherment of its script came from external sources, particularly from writers of later civilizations. These accounts, while valuable, were often influenced by the perspectives and biases of those who recorded them. They may emphasize certain aspects while neglecting others, or interpret Egyptian practices through the lens of their own cultural frameworks. Even after the original texts became accessible, these earlier interpretations continued to influence scholarly approaches, sometimes leading to misconceptions that persist over time.

Modern categories of thought can also hinder interpretation. Concepts such as religion, philosophy, and science are often treated as distinct domains, each with its own methods and criteria. In ancient Egypt, however, these distinctions were not clearly defined. What might be considered a religious practice could also have practical, political, or scientific dimensions. For example, the observation of celestial movements was not merely an exercise in astronomy but was deeply connected to religious understanding and ritual practice. Applying modern categories too rigidly can therefore obscure the integrated nature of Egyptian thought.

The problem of translation extends beyond individual words to the structure of thought itself. Egyptian texts often present ideas in a way that differs from modern analytical approaches. Rather than constructing arguments in a linear and systematic manner, they may convey meaning through repetition, variation, and juxtaposition. This mode of expression reflects a different way of organizing knowledge, one that emphasizes association and correspondence rather than abstraction. Interpreting such texts requires a shift in perspective, moving away from expectations of logical progression toward an appreciation of symbolic and relational thinking.

Material culture adds another layer of complexity. Much of what is known about Egyptian religion comes not from written texts but from physical remains such as temples, statues, and burial goods. These objects are rich in symbolic meaning, yet their interpretation is not always straightforward. The function of a particular object may be clear, but its deeper significance can be more difficult to determine. In many cases, the meaning of an artifact is tied to ritual practices or beliefs that are only partially documented, requiring careful reconstruction based on available evidence.

The interplay between continuity and change is also a key factor. Egyptian religion is often characterized by its remarkable stability, with certain themes and symbols persisting over long periods. At the same time, it was not immune to transformation. Political shifts, interactions with other cultures, and internal developments all contributed to changes in religious thought and practice. Understanding this balance between persistence and adaptation is essential for interpreting the material accurately. It prevents both the assumption of complete uniformity and the overemphasis on discontinuity.

Finally, there is the challenge of perspective. Modern interpreters approach Egyptian religion from a position that is inevitably shaped by their own cultural and intellectual background. This perspective influences the questions that are asked, the methods that are used, and the conclusions that are drawn. While it is impossible to eliminate this influence entirely, awareness of its presence can help to mitigate its effects. By striving to understand Egyptian religion on its own terms, rather than through the lens of familiar categories, it becomes possible to arrive at a more faithful representation of its nature.

The difficulty of interpreting Egyptian religion, therefore, lies not in a lack of information, but in the complexity of the material and the distance between ancient and modern modes of thought. It requires a careful balance between analysis and openness, between the use of established methods and the willingness to adapt them to the specific characteristics of the subject. Only by acknowledging these challenges can one hope to engage with the material in a way that does justice to its depth and intricacy.

At the center of ancient Egyptian religion lies a concept that is both subtle and foundational: the idea of divine presence. This concept does not refer simply to the existence of gods, nor does it imply a distant or abstract divine realm removed from human experience. Instead, it describes a structured and culturally defined way in which the divine is understood to be present within the world, accessible through specific forms of interaction, perception, and activity. To grasp this idea is to move beyond the notion of belief as a purely internal or intellectual act and to enter a world in which the divine is encountered through lived experience.

Divine presence, in this sense, is not something that can be measured or quantified. It is not a matter of how close or distant the gods are in a physical sense, but rather how they are integrated into the conceptual and practical framework of society. It is shaped by the roles assigned to both humans and deities, by the spaces in which interaction occurs, and by the actions that make such interaction possible. In ancient Egypt, this framework was highly developed, encompassing a wide range of activities and experiences that together formed a coherent system of engagement with the divine.

One of the most important aspects of this concept is that it is inherently relational. The divine is not encountered in isolation but through a network of interactions that involve both human participants and divine agents. These interactions are structured by specific roles, each of which carries its own set of expectations and functions. The priest, for example, performs rituals that maintain the presence of the gods within the temple. The king acts as a mediator who ensures the proper relationship between the human and divine realms. Even individuals outside these formal roles participate in acts of devotion, seeking to align themselves with the order that the gods sustain.

The spaces in which these interactions take place are equally significant. The temple is the most obvious example, serving as the primary locus of divine presence. Within its walls, the god is believed to reside in the form of a cult statue, which is treated not as a mere representation but as a living embodiment of the deity. Rituals performed in the temple are not symbolic gestures but actions that sustain the presence of the god, ensuring that the relationship between the divine and the human worlds remains intact. The architecture of the temple itself reflects this function, with its layout designed to guide movement and focus attention in ways that reinforce the experience of the sacred.

Yet divine presence is not confined to the temple. It extends into the natural world, where the cosmos itself is understood as a manifestation of divine activity. The daily rising of the sun, the regular flooding of the river, and the cycles of growth and decay are all perceived as expressions of a deeper order governed by the gods. In this context, the natural world becomes a medium through which the divine is both revealed and experienced. This perspective does not separate the sacred from the natural but sees them as intertwined, with each reinforcing the other.

Language also plays a crucial role in shaping the experience of divine presence. Words are not merely tools for communication but are believed to carry power in their own right. The recitation of sacred texts, the utterance of names, and the performance of hymns are all acts that contribute to the maintenance of the divine-human relationship. Through language, the presence of the gods is invoked, sustained, and made effective. This emphasis on the power of speech highlights the importance of correct performance, as the efficacy of these acts depends on their precise execution.

The concept of divine presence also encompasses the idea of accessibility. While the gods are powerful and often beyond direct comprehension, they are not entirely removed from human reach. The structured forms of interaction provided by ritual, myth, and cosmic observation create pathways through which humans can engage with the divine. These pathways are not arbitrary but are grounded in a shared understanding of how the world is organized. By participating in these forms of activity, individuals align themselves with the order that the gods maintain, thereby ensuring their place within the larger system.

At the same time, divine presence is balanced by an awareness of transcendence. The gods are present, but they are not fully contained within the forms through which they are experienced. The cult statue, for instance, embodies the god, yet the deity also exists beyond it. The sun represents a divine force, yet that force is not limited to the physical object. This duality creates a dynamic tension in which the divine is both accessible and beyond complete understanding. It prevents the reduction of the gods to mere objects or phenomena, preserving a sense of their otherness even as they are encountered within the world.

This tension is reflected in the way Egyptian religion navigates the relationship between unity and multiplicity. The divine is experienced through a multitude of forms, each associated with different aspects of existence. Yet these forms are not entirely separate; they are connected in ways that suggest an underlying coherence. The presence of the divine, therefore, is not fragmented but distributed across a network of expressions that together constitute a unified system. Understanding this system requires recognizing how these different forms relate to one another, rather than treating them as isolated entities.

The structured nature of divine presence also means that it is shaped by cultural practice. It is not a universal or abstract concept but one that is defined by the specific ways in which a society organizes its interaction with the divine. In ancient Egypt, this organization is evident in the integration of ritual, myth, and cosmic observation. Each of these elements contributes to the overall framework, providing different modes through which the divine can be encountered. Together, they form a comprehensive system that defines both the possibilities and the limits of religious experience.

This perspective challenges the idea that religion begins with individual experience. Instead, it suggests that experience is shaped by the forms of activity that a culture provides. Rituals, symbols, and narratives create a context in which the divine can be perceived, guiding the ways in which individuals understand and engage with it. The experience of divine presence is therefore not purely spontaneous but is mediated by the structures that give it meaning. This does not diminish its significance; rather, it highlights the role of culture in shaping how the sacred is encountered.

The importance of divine presence in Egyptian religion lies in its ability to bring together multiple dimensions of life into a coherent whole. It connects the human and the divine, the natural and the cultural, the visible and the invisible. By providing a framework for interaction, it ensures that these different aspects of existence are not isolated but are integrated into a unified system. This integration is what allows Egyptian religion to function not merely as a set of beliefs, but as a comprehensive way of understanding and engaging with the world.

In this light, the concept of divine presence becomes a key to interpreting the broader structure of Egyptian thought. It reveals how the Egyptians understood the relationship between themselves and the forces that governed their world, and how they organized their practices to sustain that relationship. By focusing on this concept, it becomes possible to move beyond surface descriptions and to explore the deeper patterns that underlie the material. These patterns, once recognized, provide a foundation for further analysis, opening the way for a more detailed examination of the specific forms through which the divine was experienced and expressed.
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CHAPTER 1 — Religion And Divine Presence
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The effort to define religion in a universal sense has long challenged historians, philosophers, and scholars of human culture, and nowhere does this difficulty become more apparent than when confronting the world of ancient Egypt. Modern definitions often rely on distinctions that feel intuitive within contemporary societies, separating religion from politics, science, and daily life as if these domains exist independently of one another. Yet such distinctions are products of relatively recent intellectual developments, and when applied to earlier civilizations they can obscure more than they reveal. In the Egyptian case, religion was not a compartment of life but a pervasive framework through which reality itself was understood, making it inherently resistant to any definition that seeks to isolate it as a discrete phenomenon.

One of the most immediate challenges arises from the absence of a direct equivalent to the modern word “religion” within the Egyptian language. The people of the Nile Valley did not conceive of their practices, beliefs, and institutions as belonging to a separate category that could be labeled and examined in abstraction. Instead, what modern observers would call religion was embedded in the totality of existence, manifesting in architecture, governance, language, and the rhythms of everyday activity. This integration means that any attempt to define religion in Egypt must begin by acknowledging that the category itself is an external imposition, a tool of analysis rather than a reflection of indigenous thought.

This realization does not render the concept useless, but it does require a careful reorientation
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