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    Author’s Note

    Tournament partnerships use various systems. A dominant style today seems to be “two-over-one,” in which a new-suit response at the two level is forcing to game. Although the bidding in this book is “Standard,” the focus is on judgment, not system, and the commentary should be useful to the reader regardless of what system he favors.
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  In a local club game, my partner is no believer in scientific bidding. Under “General Approach” on our convention card, he wrote “Dark Ages.” Neither side is vulnerable, and I’m South with

  ♠ Q J 10 6 4

  ♥ A 7 2

  ♦ K Q J

  ♣ 10 4

  East, the dealer, passes, and I open 1♠. North responds 2♣, definitely not forcing to game. I’d rebid 2NT if my red suits were A102,KQ10, but as it is, I don’t like 2NT: My heart stopper is too easy to dislodge. I rebid 2♠.

  My partner invites with 3♠, and though I know I ought to pass, I accept with 4♠. This is a one-session matchpoint event, after all, and we’ll need big scores to win. Even if 4♠ is only a fair contract, imperfect defense at some tables may let it make. Everyone passes to 4♠. West leads the ♥J, and when dummy hits, I see my partner was true to his archaic style.

  ♠ A 9 8 2

  ♥ K 6 3

  ♦ 7 6

  ♣ K J 9 2

  ♠ Q J 10 6 4

  ♥ A 7 2

  ♦ K Q J

  ♣ 10 4

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	Pass
      	1♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	2♣
      	Pass
      	2♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	3♠
      	Pass
      	4♠
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  In the 21st Century, hardly anyone would handle the North cards that way. A few Norths would force to game with a conventional raise. Others would issue a direct limit raise, but I don’t object to a sequence that shows where responder’s side strength is located. Sometimes that knowledge will help opener make an intelligent decision.

  4♠ isn’t a bad spot. I’m off a diamond, a heart, a possible trump, a club and maybe a second club. But I can reduce my loser count to four by setting up a diamond winner to discard a heart loser from dummy. Since the defenders threaten to set up their heart trick, I can’t afford an early trump finesse. If East took the king, he’d return a heart, establishing a heart before I had my discard ready.

  So I win the opening lead in dummy, saving my ♥A as an entry, and lead a diamond. My queen wins, and East takes the next diamond and returns a heart. I win and cash the ♦J, pitching dummy’s last heart. Now I can finesse in trumps. East takes the king, alas, and returns a trump. I draw trumps -- East had three -- and now I face a club guess for the contract. Luckily, I have enough information to eliminate the guess. East, who passed as dealer, has shown the ♠K, ♥Q and ♦A, so West must have the ♣A. I lead a club to the king and lose only three tricks in all, scoring game. The full deal:

  
    
      	
      	♠ A 9 8 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K 6 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 7 6
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K J 9 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ 7
      	
      	♠ K 5 3
    

    
      	♥ J 10 9 4
      	
      	♥ Q 8 5
    

    
      	♦ 9 8 3 2
      	
      	♦ A 10 5 4
    

    
      	♣ A 8 7 5
      	
      	♣ Q 6 3
    

    
      	
      	♠ Q J 10 6 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A 7 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ K Q J
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 10 4
      	
    

  

  Anyone could make this contract with a little concentration and care. Declarer must start by counting his losers, then see the necessity of waiting to draw trumps while he sets up a fast discard. Going right in clubs is a simple matter of counting to 13. Any player past the beginning stage should find ten tricks within his reach.
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  In a local duplicate game, both sides are vulnerable, and I’m South with

  ♠ K

  ♥ 9 3

  ♦ K 8 3 2

  ♣ A Q 10 8 7 6

  My partner, the dealer, starts with 1♥, I respond 2♣, and matters take a slammish turn when he raises to 4♣. I expect he has quite a good distributional hand; on many fairly good hands with club support, he’d choose some temporizing bid that wouldn’t take us past 3NT.

  My hand looks excellent for slam. My sixth club is a winner, and my fourth diamond -- and probably my third one also -- I can ruff in dummy. I’d rather my ♠K were the king of partner’s suit; nevertheless, since I don’t have two fast losers in either unbid suit, I think taking control with Blackwood is reasonable. When I bid 4NT, partner responds 5♠, three aces.

  Let’s see how many tricks I can count: six clubs (I’m giving partner the ♣K for his jump), two spades, a heart and two diamonds. I can probably ruff two diamonds in dummy; if he has the singleton ♠A and ♦Axx, I’ll pay off. That’s 13 tricks, so I zoom into 7♣, expecting to claim after the opening lead. Everyone passes, and West leads the ♦Q. My partner’s dummy is as advertised:

  ♠ A 6

  ♥ A Q 7 4 2

  ♦ A 6

  ♣ K 5 3 2

  ♠ K

  ♥ 9 3

  ♦ K 8 3 2

  ♣ A Q 10 8 7 6

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	1♥
      	Pass
      	2♣
    

    
      	Pass
      	4♣
      	Pass
      	4NT
    

    
      	Pass
      	5♠
      	Pass
      	7♠
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  The contract looks icy cold -- so I consider the play with extra care. Only a 3-0 trump break can cause a problem; then if I try to crossruff for 13 tricks, I may run into an overruff. I can see an option for the 13th trick, though. I think I can set up dummy’s long heart.

  Let’s see. Win the opening lead with the ♦K, keeping an entry to dummy, and cash the ♣A. If a defender shows out, unblock the ♠K, cross to the ♥A, discard a heart on the ♠A and ruff a heart. Draw trumps with the queen and king, ruff a heart, go to the ♦A and ruff a heart. If hearts have split no worse than 4-2, the last heart will be good, and a diamond ruff will get me to dummy to cash it. I pursue that line, and the full deal happens to be

  
    
      	
      	♠ A 6
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A Q 7 4 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 6
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 5 3 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ Q 10 7 5 2
      	
      	♠ J 9 8 4 3
    

    
      	♥ 10 5
      	
      	♥K J 8 6
    

    
      	♦ Q J 9
      	
      	♦ 10 7 5 4
    

    
      	♣ J 9 4
      	
      	♣
    

    
      	
      	♠ K
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 9 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ K 8 3 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A Q 10 8 7 6
      	
    

  

  Believe it or not, our +2140 earned a top. Most Souths took only 12 tricks at clubs whether they bid six or seven. A few Souths tried the heart finesse. Others tried to ruff two diamonds in dummy, but on the fourth diamond, West discarded a heart. In the end, South couldn’t get back to his hand to draw trumps; West scored his ♣J on a heart overruff. At double dummy, South could have succeeded with a red-suit squeeze against East.

  To win 13 tricks wasn’t difficult -- even I could manage to establish a long suit -- but the moral is that the deals that look like a snap merit special attention. A good declarer may be able to pull off a complex squeeze, but his greatest strength lies in never booting an easy deal.
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  I’m playing in a local IMP Teams event where every team must have at least one player with fewer than 50 masterpoints. We’re rotating partners for each match, and in this match I’m opposite our intermediate player. Both sides are vulnerable, and I’m North, the dealer, with

  ♠ Q

  ♥ 7 6 4 3

  ♦ A 8 7 2

  ♣ A K J 2

  I open 1♣, my partner responds 1♠ and I rebid 1NT. Partner huddles and jumps to 4♠, and everyone passes. West leads a low heart, and when I put down the dummy, my partner surveys it with distaste.

  ♠ Q

  ♥ 7 6 4 3

  ♦ A 8 7 2

  ♣ A K J 2

  ♠ A J 10 9 6 3

  ♥ A J 9

  ♦ Q

  ♣ 7 5 3

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	1♣
      	Pass
      	1♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	1NT
      	Pass
      	4♠
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  East puts up the ♥K, and South takes the ace and leads the ♦Q. West’s king covers and South takes dummy’s ace and next lets the ♠Q ride, winning. He ruffs a diamond, cashes the ♠A and leads the ♠J. East takes the king and returns a heart: nine, ten, four. West then cashes the ♥Q and leads the high ♥8.

  South ruffs, draws East’s last trump and next leads a club to finesse with the jack. East produces the queen and gives dummy the last two tricks with the ♣AK. Down one. The full deal:

  
    
      	
      	♠ Q
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 7 6 4 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 8 7 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A K J 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ 8 2
      	
      	♠ K 7 5 4
    

    
      	♥ Q 10 8 5
      	
      	♥ K 2
    

    
      	♦ K 10 9 6 4
      	
      	♦ J 5 3
    

    
      	♣ 9 4
      	
      	♣Q 10 8 6
    

    
      	
      	♠ A J 10 9 6 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A J 9
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ Q
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 7 5 3
      	
    

  

  “I thought you’d have at least two spades to bid 1NT,” my partner shakes his head.

  “Sorry,” I apologize. “Let’s talk about it after the game.” To say anything more at the table would impose on the opponents’ time. It’s better to wait until later, when we can discuss the deal in a dispassionate atmosphere. At the moment, we have other deals on which to focus.

  The alternative to the auction I chose, to open 1♦ and bid 2♣ over a 1♠ response, is inferior. It misstates the distribution; it fails to quickly limit the hand’s strength to a minimum; it risks missing a heart fit. Suppose our hands were

  
    
      	♠ Q
      	♠ 10 7 5 4 3
    

    
      	♥ 7 6 4 3
      	♥ A J 5 2
    

    
      	♦ A 8 7 2
      	♦ Q 4
    

    
      	♣ A K J 2
      	♣ 6 3
    

  

  After 1♦-1♠, 2♣, East’s hand is too weak to bid 2♥ (a new suit, hence forcing): East must take a 2♦ preference, and West must pass in a silly spot. But after 1♣-1♠, 1NT, East has an easy non-forcing 2♥ bid, and West will pass.

  After partner heard my explanation of my bid, I mentioned that 4♠ was cold. (Only a club opening lead would always defeat it.) After the ♠Q wins, South ruffs a diamond and gets to dummy with the ♣AK to ruff two more diamonds. With eight tricks in the bag, South exits with a club or heart and is sure of two more tricks with the ♠AJ.
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  In a local duplicate event, neither side is vulnerable, and I’m West with

  ♠ A 6 2

  ♥ Q 10 7 4 3

  ♦ K J 10

  ♣ K 3

  South, the dealer, opens 1♠. At IMPs, I could make a case for overcalling 2♥. If partner has heart support, we may have a game; moreover, the bid would have obstructive value. At matchpoints, the chances for game don’t justify overcalling on such a suit: I might get doubled and have my head handed to me. I pass. If North raises to 2♠ and two passes follow, I’ll consider balancing.

  North does raise to 2♠, but South jumps to 4♠. Everyone passes, and it’s my lead.

  An aggressive minor-suit lead isn’t needed since dummy won’t have many values. I expect I should lead a trump since ruffing tricks may be about all dummy has to offer, but a heart lead isn’t likely to cost: If East has the ♥J, I start to build a heart trick, and if he happens to have a singleton, I can prepare a ruff. So I try the ♥4.

  
    
      	
      	♠ 8 5 3
    

    
      	
      	♥ J 5
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 6 5 4
    

    
      	
      	♣ J 7 6 5
    

    
      	♠ A 6 2
      	[image: image]
    

    
      	♥ Q 10 7 4 3
    

    
      	♦ K J 10
    

    
      	♣ K 3
    

  

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	1♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	2♣
      	Pass
      	4♠
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  South puts up dummy’s ♥J, winning as East follows with the nine. Wonderful. I’m wondering why I didn’t lead a trump when South leads a trump from dummy himself: seven from East, king ...

  My opening lead chucked a trick, but I can’t let my disgust cause me to lose my focus: We still may have a chance to beat the contract. Judging from partner’s ♥9, South has at least one heart loser to ruff. What if I take my ♠A and lead the ♥Q? South will win, cash one high trump and then ruff his last low heart in dummy. East won’t be able to overruff, and I bet South will have ten tricks: at least four trumps, three hearts, a heart ruff and the minor-suit aces.

  It must be better to hold on to the ♠A, so I play low. That puts South in a dilemma since the full deal is

  
    
      	
      	♠ 8 5 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ J 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 6 5 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ J 7 6 5
      	
    

    
      	♠ A 6 2
      	
      	♠ 9 7
    

    
      	♥ Q 10 7 4 3
      	
      	♥ 9 8
    

    
      	♦ K J 10
      	
      	♦ Q 9 7 3
    

    
      	♣ K 3
      	
      	♣ Q 10 9 8 4
    

    
      	
      	♠ K Q J 10 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A K 6 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 8 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A 2
      	
    

  

  South leads a second trump, but I take the ace and lead a third trump. Since South can’t ruff his last low heart in dummy, he loses a trick in each suit. If instead he’d tried to ruff a heart before leading a second trump, East would score the ♠9 on an overruff.

  At most of the other tables, West also stayed out of the auction but led a trump against 4♠. South won, took the ♥AK and ruffed a heart. East overruffed and led a club, but South took the ace and ruffed his fourth heart in dummy, escaping for down one. Our +50 scored average, and after my opening lead I was happy with it.

  The ace of trumps is more than a sure trick: It’s a controlling card you can take when you choose. When you have the ace of trumps, cherish it.
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  In a Sectional Swiss Teams, I’m part of a six-person team, and my partner and I are sitting out. I really should go find a restful spot, close my eyes for 45 minutes and conserve my supply of mental energy, but instead I decide to kibitz one of the other matches. This is the first deal.

  
    
      	Dlr: North
      	♠ 6 5 2
      	
    

    
      	Vul: Both
      	♥ K 10 9 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 8
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K Q 5 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ K Q J 10 7
      	
      	♠ 9
    

    
      	♥ 6 5
      	
      	♥ 8
    

    
      	♦ K 10 9 5
      	
      	♦ Q 7 6 4 3 2
    

    
      	♣ 7 3
      	
      	♣ J 10 9 8 6
    

    
      	
      	♠ A 8 4 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A Q J 7 4 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ J
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A 4
      	
    

  

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	1♣
      	Pass
      	1♥
    

    
      	1♠
      	2♥
      	Pass
      	2♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	3♥
      	Pass
      	4♣
    

    
      	Pass
      	4♦
      	Pass
      	6♥
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  West led the ♠K, and declarer scowled when he saw dummy. He took the ace, drew trumps, stewed for a bit -- and conceded two spades. Down one.

  “Nice try,” North growled.

  That set off an argument.

  “Why did you raise to 2♥?” South asked. “I thought you had a better hand to make a free raise. And when I cuebid 4♣, you had no business cooperating in a slam hunt with such a dog of a hand. Sign off at 4♥.”

  North’s reply was unprintable.

  I said nothing, of course. But if I had been asked to comment, I would have told South that he was quite out of line. North’s raise to 2♥ was mandatory; a “free bid” in a new suit may in some circumstances suggest a sound hand (though many modern experts reject the “free bid” concept entirely), but a “free raise” has no such implication. You can’t suppress a fit for your partner’s suit even if your hand is a minimum.

  North’s 4♦ cuebid was also correct. After he bid only 3♥ at his third turn, his values were limited, so to show the ♦A couldn’t cost.

  Moreover, South’s slam was as cold as Labrador. After South draws trumps, he takes the ♦A, ruffs a diamond, and cashes his three high clubs to discard a spade. When West shows out, declarer leads dummy’s last club and discards another spade -- a loser on a loser. East must concede a ruff-sluff, and South’s last spade goes away as dummy ruffs.

  Never forget that when you point a finger at your partner, you have three other fingers pointing back at you.
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  In a Regional Knockout Teams, only my side is vulnerable, and as South I hold

  ♠ K Q J 10 7 4

  ♥ A 8 4

  ♦ A 9 4

  ♣ 8

  East, the dealer, opens 1NT, showing 15 to 17 points, and since I can see beating that contract, I double for penalty. I can count five spade tricks and two aces, and whatever my partner may contribute will be gravy. If the opponents run to a suit, I can show my spades.

  West wiggles with 2♣, natural, and my partner bids 2♦. East competes with 3♣, and I follow through with 3♠, though I’m conscious that I may be overbidding a bit. My partner huddles and raises to 4♠, and everyone passes. West leads the ♣J.

  ♠ 9 3 2

  ♥ K 9 3

  ♦ Q 8 5 3 2

  ♣ K 4

  ♠ K Q J 10 7 4

  ♥ A 8 4

  ♦ A 9 4

  ♣ 8

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	1NT
      	Dbl
    

    
      	2♣
      	2♦
      	3♣
      	3♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	4♠
      	All Pass
      	
    

  

  “I think I should have passed,” North says as he tables the dummy. I wish he wouldn’t make comments like that; they only serve to encourage the defenders. But he’s right; his ♣K was almost surely a wasted honor, and to pass 3♠ would have been understandable.

  I play the ♣K from dummy, and East takes the ace and continues with the queen. I ruff and lead the ♠K, and East wins and returns a trump. West follows, so they have drawn trumps for me.

  Now I have to bring in the diamonds. I know East has the ♦K -- he needs it to have enough points for his 1NT bid -- but I can’t play him for the K-x. He had only two spades and showed balanced pattern, so he won’t have two diamonds.

  Instead, I try for an “intra-finesse”: I lead low from my hand. and when West plays six, I call for dummy’s eight. East wins with the ten and shifts to the ♥Q, and I win in dummy and lead the ♦Q. East’s king covers, but West’s jack falls under my ace. So I cash the nine and reach dummy with the ♠9 to discard a heart on a good diamond, making four. The full deal:

  
    
      	
      	♠ 9 3 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K 9 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ Q 8 5 3 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 4
      	
    

    
      	♠ 8 5
      	
      	♠ A 6
    

    
      	♥ 7 6 2
      	
      	♥ Q J 10 5
    

    
      	♦ J 6
      	
      	♦ K 10 7
    

    
      	♣ J 10 9 6 5 3
      	
      	♣ A Q 7 2
    

    
      	
      	♠ K Q J 10 7 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A 8 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 9 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 8
      	
    

  

  If West had put up his jack(!) on the first diamond, I would still be sitting there thinking. As for East, he would have done better to shift to the ♥Q at the second trick.

  As to the bidding, to double 1NT for penalty with a strong balanced hand is often an error. The defense is often ineffective because your partner can never get in to lead through declarer’s high cards. Moreover, declarer can often play with mirrors. The best double is based on a long, strong suit plus a couple of entries.

  A double of 1NT is not for takeout, and partner should seldom take it out, even with a long suit in a miserable hand. As this deal shows, the doubler will often have the contract beaten in his own hand.
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  In a Regional Swiss Teams, our opponents are players near the expert level. Neither side is vulnerable, and I’m North, in fourth position, with

  ♠ A 9 6 5

  ♥ K 7 5 2

  ♦ K 4

  ♣ A Q 3

  East passes, and my partner opens 3♠. West passes, and I must rate our chances.

  I certainly can’t stay out of game. My partner is no believer in undisciplined preempts, and he has preempted in second position. After one opponent has passed, the need to operate with an oddball preempt is reduced. My only question is whether I should raise to 4♠ or try 3NT to protect my red-suit kings.

  Assuming South has his bid, any non-spade opening lead will give me nine tricks at notrump, but I think bidding 3NT is against the odds. East has passed, so I think it’s likely West has at least one red ace. I expect 4♠ to make, and with my luck, if I bid 3NT I’d get a heart opening lead to the ace and a diamond shift. So I raise to 4♠. Who knows, it may even be worth 2 IMPs for +450 against +400.

  West leads the ♥J, and partner inspects my dummy impassively.

  ♠ A 9 6 5

  ♥ K 7 5 2

  ♦ K 4

  ♣ A Q 3

  ♠ K Q J 10 7 4 2

  ♥ 4

  ♦ J 10 5

  ♣ 5 2

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	Pass
      	3♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	4♣
      	All Pass
      	
    

  

  Partner plays a low heart from dummy, and East follows with the six. West shifts to the ♦2. If West were an average defender, this play would be a giveaway. An average West might well underlead the ♦A but would be reluctant to lead from the queen: If South’s diamond holding were J-x, he could guess right to play low from dummy and avoid a sure loser. But since this West is an expert, he might be trying a doublecross, so my partner huddles before choosing his play.

  Eventually, he calls for the ♦K ... and it wins. Partner ruffs a heart, leads to the ♠A and ruffs a heart. When the ♥A doesn’t fall, he shrugs and leads a club to the queen. East produces the king and cashes a diamond, and partner claims the rest for +420. The full deal:

  
    
      	
      	♠ A 9 6 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K 7 5 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ K 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A Q 3
      	
    

    
      	♠ 3
      	
      	♠ 8
    

    
      	♥ J 10 8 3
      	
      	♥ A Q 9 6
    

    
      	♦ A 8 7 2
      	
      	♦ Q 9 6 3
    

    
      	♣ J 9 8 7
      	
      	♣ K 10 6 4
    

    
      	
      	♠ K Q J 10 7 4 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ J 10 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 5 2
      	
    

  

  “Nice guess,” I compliment South, although I think I know why he “guessed” to put up the ♦K.

  “No guess,” he mumbles.

  After West led the ♥J, South knew East, a passed hand, had the A-Q. South also assumed East had the ♣K since the contract was in no danger if West had it. South therefore gave West the ♦A: If the ♦K lost to East, South would be safe since the club finesse would be sure to work.

  This is an example of a “second-degree assumption”: You assume the cards lie a certain way -- perhaps because they must to assure your contract or to endanger it -- and then you see what follows from your assumption.

  At the other table, North bid 3NT over 3♠, passed out. If East had gotten his fingers on a diamond, he might have beaten the contract; but the opening lead was a club, and North claimed nine tricks. Still, we gained an IMP. I hope my partner thought it was worth his trouble at 4♠.
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  In a Stratified Pairs, our opponents are good players. Only our side is vulnerable, and as South, the dealer, I hold

  ♠ A 6 5 3

  ♥ 9 2

  ♦ A Q J 2

  ♣ K Q 4

  This is a 1NT opening in the modern style. Sixty years ago, experts would have been appalled at opening 1NT with a worthless doubleton, but the bid has the advantage of describing the hand’s strength and pattern quickly. If I don’t open 1NT, my partner will never play me for a balanced 16 points.

  My 1NT begins an uneventful auction. The opponents stay out, and North responds 2♣, Stayman. When I rebid 2♠, he jumps to 3NT, and everyone passes. West leads the ♠Q.

  ♠ K 4

  ♥ Q 10 8 3

  ♦ 4 3

  ♣ A 10 9 5 2

  ♠ A 6 5 3

  ♥ 9 2

  ♦ A Q J 2

  ♣ K Q 4

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	1NT
    

    
      	Pass
      	2♣
      	Pass
      	2♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	3NT
      	All Pass
      	
    

  

  Since it’s matchpoints, I must take all the tricks that are there -- and more -- to get a good score. If the clubs come in, I see ten tricks: five clubs, three diamonds with a winning finesse, and two spades. After this spade lead, I can’t count on a heart trick even if West has the jack: I won’t have time to set up a heart before the defenders set up the spades.

  I take the ♠A, cash the ♣K and follow with the ♣Q. West follows once, then throws a heart. So much for overtricks: Now nine tricks are uncertain.

  Could it be right to let the ♥9 ride next? I think not. Even if West has only four spades and the ♥J -- and his heart discard suggests he doesn’t have the jack to guard -- I’ll have to lead a diamond to return to my hand for a second heart play, and I’ll need a winning diamond finesse anyway.

  I must hope for four clubs, three diamonds and two spades. Say I continue with a club to the ace and a fourth club. East wins and returns a spade to dummy. I can cash the fifth club and finesse in diamonds, but then I can’t get back for a second diamond finesse.

  Fortunately, I see a way out. I still haven’t played from dummy to the third trick, so I overtake the ♣K with the ace. A diamond to the jack wins, and I lead my 4♣ to dummy’s ten. East wins and lead a spade, but I take the king, cash two clubs, finesse with the ♦Q and score the ♦A. That’s nine tricks, and the defenders are welcome to the rest. The full deal:

  
    
      	
      	♠ K 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ Q 10 8 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 4 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A 10 9 5 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ Q J 10 9 7
      	
      	♠ 8 2
    

    
      	♥ K 6 5 4
      	
      	♥ A J 7
    

    
      	♦ 7 6 5
      	
      	♦ K 10 9 8
    

    
      	♣ 3
      	
      	♣ J 8 7 6
    

    
      	
      	♠ A 6 5 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 9 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A Q J 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K Q 4
      	
    

  

  Our matchpoint score for +600 was only fair. At some tables, South opened 1♦: Several North-Souths were playing a weak notrump opening, and a few Souths exercised their judgment even when playing a strong variety. (Actually, I don’t think a 1♦ opening is so terrible; it offers a chance to reach a sound partscore in a minor suit.) The auction was often 1♦-1♥, 1♠-1NT, 2NT-3NT, and then some Easts unsuspectingly led a club, the unbid suit, handing North an overtrick.

  9

  In the second match of a Sectional Swiss Teams, we’ve been drawn against an experienced team. Neither side is vulnerable, and I hold

  ♠ K J 6 4

  ♥ A 7 5 3 2

  ♦ A 3

  ♣ A 10

  My partner deals and opens 1♦, I respond 1♥ and he bids 2♣.

  Partner’s hand is not well defined. Some players would bid as he has with

  ♠ 8 3

  ♥ K 4

  ♦ K Q 8 2

  ♣ K Q 7 6 3

  though I certainly would

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	1♦
      	Pass
      	1♥
    

    
      	Pass
      	2♣
      	Pass
      	2♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	3♠
      	Pass
      	6♠
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ A Q 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 8
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ K Q 6 5 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 7 5 4
      	
    

    
      	♠ 9 8 7 5
      	
      	♠ 10 2
    

    
      	♥ K J 9 6
      	
      	♥ Q 10 4
    

    
      	♦ 10 7
      	
      	♦ J 9 8 4
    

    
      	♣ J 3 2
      	
      	♣ Q 9 8 6
    

    
      	
      	♠ K J 6 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A 7 5 3 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A 10
      	
    

  

  
  10

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	Pass
      	1♣
      	Pass
      	1♥
    

    
      	Pass
      	1 NT
      	Pass
      	4♥
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ A 8
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 7
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 3
      	
    

    
      	♠ J 7 5
      	
      	♠ Q 10 6
    

    
      	♥
      	
      	♥
    

    
      	♦
      	
      	♦ Q
    

    
      	♣ 10
      	
      	♣
    

    
      	
      	♠ K 9 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 10
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣
      	
    

  

  
  
    
      	
      	♠ A 8
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ J 9 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ K 7 4 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K Q 3 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ J 7 5
      	
      	♠ Q 10 6 3 2
    

    
      	♥ A Q 2
      	
      	♥ 3
    

    
      	♦ 10 6
      	
      	♦ Q J 9 8
    

    
      	♣ J 10 9 8 7
      	
      	♣ A 6 5
    

    
      	
      	♠ K 9 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K 10 8 7 6 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 5 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 4
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  11

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	1♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	1♣
      	Pass
      	2 NT
    

    
      	Pass
      	4 NT
      	Pass
      	6 NT
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ A Q 6 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 6 5 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A K 5 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 7 5
      	
    

    
      	♠ 10 9 8 7
      	
      	♠ 5 3
    

    
      	♥ K Q 2
      	
      	♥ 9 8 7 4
    

    
      	♦ J 10 8 6
      	
      	♦ 9 7
    

    
      	♣ 8 4
      	
      	♣ J 9 6 3 2
    

    
      	
      	♠ K J 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A J 10
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ Q 4 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A K Q 10
      	
    

  

  
  12

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	3♥
      	3♠
    

    
      	4♥
      	4♠
      	All Pass
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ K 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K 6
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 8 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A 10 7 5 3 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ 10 9 8 3 2
      	
      	♠ 7
    

    
      	♥ Q 8 7 4
      	
      	♥ A J 10 9 5 3 2
    

    
      	♦ 10 7 3
      	
      	♦ K 9 5
    

    
      	♣ 9
      	
      	♣ 8 6
    

    
      	
      	♠ A Q J 6 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ Q J 6 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K Q J 4
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      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	1♠
    

    
      	2♣
      	Pass
      	Pass
      	Db1
    

    
      	Pass
      	3♣
      	Pass
      	4♠
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ K
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ Q 6
      	
    

    
      	♠ A 9
      	
      	♠ J
    

    
      	♥
      	
      	♥
    

    
      	♦
      	
      	♦ J 8
    

    
      	♣ K 10
      	
      	♣ 4
    

    
      	
      	♠ Q 7
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 63
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ 5 3 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 6
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A K 10 9 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ Q 6 5 3
      	
    

    
      	♠ A 9 4
      	
      	♠ J 10 8 6
    

    
      	♥ 7 3
      	
      	♥ 9 8 5 2
    

    
      	♦ Q 7
      	
      	♦ J 8 5
    

    
      	♣ A K 10 8 7 2
      	
      	♣ 9 4
    

    
      	
      	♠ K Q 7
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A K Q J 10 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 6 3 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ J
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      	♠ K 6 4
    

    
      	
      	♥ 6 5
    

    
      	
      	♦ J 10 5 4
    

    
      	
      	♣ Q J 6 4
    

    
      	♠ J 10 3
      	[image: image]
    

    
      	♥ A 8 3
    

    
      	♦ Q 3 2
    

    
      	♣ A 10 7 3
    

  

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	2♠
      	4♥
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠K
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ J 10 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ Q
      	
    

    
      	♠ 3
      	
      	♠ A Q
    

    
      	♥
      	
      	♥
    

    
      	♦ Q 3 2
      	
      	♦ 9 8
    

    
      	♣ A
      	
      	♣ 9
    

    
      	
      	♠
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 2 (led)
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A K 6
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 5
      	
    

  

  
  
    
      	
      	♠ K 6 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 6 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ J 10 5 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ Q J 6 4
      	
    

    
      	♠ J 10 3
      	
      	♠ A Q 8 7 5 2
    

    
      	♥ A 8 3
      	
      	♥ J
    

    
      	♦ Q 3 2
      	
      	♦ 9 8 7
    

    
      	♣ A 10 7 3
      	
      	♣ 9 8 2
    

    
      	
      	♠ 9
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K Q 10 9 7 4 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A K 6
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 5
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      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	1♦
      	Pass
      	1♥
      	2♣
    

    
      	2♥
      	3♣
      	All Pass
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ A 9 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 7 5 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ Q 9 5 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 6 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ Q 10 6 3
      	
      	♠ J 8 7 4
    

    
      	♥ Q J 4
      	
      	♥ K 10 9 8
    

    
      	♦ A K J 8 3
      	
      	♦ 10
    

    
      	♣ 4
      	
      	♣ Q 7 5 3
    

    
      	
      	♠ K 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A 6 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 7 6 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A J 10 9 8
      	
    

  

  
  
  16

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	1♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	2♣
      	Pass
      	3♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	3NT
      	Pass
      	4♣
    

    
      	Pass
      	4♦
      	Pass
      	4♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	5♣
      	Pass
      	6♣
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ K Q 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K Q J 9 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 4 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ Q 9
      	
    

    
      	♠ J 10 9
      	
      	♠ 8 7 6 4 3 2
    

    
      	♥ 10 5
      	
      	♥ A 8 6 3
    

    
      	♦ J 9 7 6
      	
      	♦ 10 8
    

    
      	♣ J 10 5 2
      	
      	♣ 8
    

    
      	
      	♠ A
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 7 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ K Q 5 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A K 7 6 4 3
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      	♠ J 9 5 3
    

    
      	
      	♥ A 8 6
    

    
      	
      	♦ K Q 5
    

    
      	
      	♣ J 8 2
    

    
      	♠ Q 10 6 2
      	[image: image]
    

    
      	♥ K 9 5
    

    
      	♦ 10 7
    

    
      	♣ A Q 4 3
    

  

  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	1♣
    

    
      	Pass
      	1♠
      	Pass
      	1NT
    

    
      	Pass
      	2NT
      	All Pass
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ J 9 5 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A 8 6
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ K Q 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ J 8 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ Q 10 6 2
      	
      	♠ K 8 7
    

    
      	♥ K 9 5
      	
      	♥ Q 10 7 2
    

    
      	♦ 10 7
      	
      	♦ J 9 8 4 3
    

    
      	♣ A Q 4 3
      	
      	♣ 7
    

    
      	
      	♠ A 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ J 4 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 6 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 10 9 6 5
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      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	Pass
      	Pass
    

    
      	1♥
      	2♣
      	Pass
      	3♣
    

    
      	Pass
      	3♥
      	Pass
      	3NT
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ K Q
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A 6 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ J 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A J 9 7 5 3
      	
    

    
      	♠ A J 8
      	
      	♠ 7 6 5 4
    

    
      	♥ K J 10 9 8
      	
      	♥ 7 5 2
    

    
      	♦ Q 9 8 2
      	
      	♦ K 6 5
    

    
      	♣ 2
      	
      	♣ Q 10 8
    

    
      	
      	♠ 10 9 3 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ Q 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 10 7 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 6 4
      	
    

  

  
  
  19

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	1♣
      	1♦
      	1♥
    

    
      	Pass
      	1♠
      	Pass
      	2♥
    

    
      	Pass
      	4♦(!)
      	Pass
      	4♥
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ A K 10
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 9
      	
    

    
      	♠ J 9 8
      	
      	♠ Q 6 3
    

    
      	♥
      	
      	♥
    

    
      	♦
      	
      	♦ J
    

    
      	♣ J
      	
      	♣
    

    
      	
      	♠ 5 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ J
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 9
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣
      	
    

  

  
  
    
      	
      	♠ A K 10 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ Q 7 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A 9 6 5 3
      	
    

    
      	♠ J 9 8 7
      	
      	♠ Q 6 3
    

    
      	♥ A 6
      	
      	♥ K 2
    

    
      	♦ 10 8
      	
      	♦ K Q J 7 6 2
    

    
      	♣ K J 8 7 2
      	
      	♣ 10 4
    

    
      	
      	♠ 5 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ J 10 9 8 5 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 9 5 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ Q
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      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	1 NT
    

    
      	Pass
      	3 NT
      	All Pass
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ 8 5 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A Q 5 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ Q 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A J 5 2
      	
    

    
      	♠ A 6
      	
      	♠ J 9 7 4 3
    

    
      	♥ J 10 9 7
      	
      	♥ 8 6 3
    

    
      	♦ J 7 6 2
      	
      	♦ K 10 9 5
    

    
      	♣ Q 8 7
      	
      	♣ 3
    

    
      	
      	♠ K Q 10
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A 8 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 10 9 6 4
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      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	1♦
      	Dbl
      	Redbl
    

    
      	Pass
      	Pass
      	1♥
      	Pass
    

    
      	Pass
      	2♦
      	Pass
      	3NT
    

    
      	All Pass
      	
      	
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ 7
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A 10 4
      	
    

    
      	immaterial
      	♠ A
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 7
    

    
      	
      	♦
    

    
      	
      	♣ Q J 7
    

    
      	
      	♠ K Q
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 9 5
      	
    

  

  
  
    
      	
      	♠ J 7 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ 9 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ A K Q 8 5
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A 10 4
      	
    

    
      	♠ 10 9 6
      	
      	♠ A 8 4
    

    
      	♥ Q 6 5 2
      	
      	♥ A J 7 4
    

    
      	♦ J 7 2
      	
      	♦ 6 4
    

    
      	♣ 8 3 2
      	
      	♣ Q J 7 6
    

    
      	
      	♠ K Q 5 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K 10 8
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 10 9 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 9 5
      	
    

  

  
  
  22

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
      	WEST
      	NORTH
      	EAST
      	SOUTH
    

    
      	
      	
      	1♣
      	1♠
    

    
      	2♣
      	Pass
      	pass
      	2♠
    

    
      	Pass
      	Pass
      	3♣
      	Pass
    

    
      	Pass
      	3♠
      	All Pass
      	
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
    
      	
      	♠ J 8
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ A 8 4
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ K 8 4 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ 8 6 4 3
      	
    

    
      	♠ 7
      	
      	♠ A 10 5 3
    

    
      	♥ J 10 7
      	
      	♥ Q 9 5 3
    

    
      	♦ Q J 10 9 6
      	
      	♦ A
    

    
      	♣ Q 10 7 5
      	
      	♣ K J 9 2
    

    
      	
      	♠ K Q 9 6 4 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♥ K 6 2
      	
    

    
      	
      	♦ 7 5 3
      	
    

    
      	
      	♣ A
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      	♠ 6 5
    

    
      	
      	♥ J 10 7 4
    

    
      	
      	♦ K 6 5 4 3
    

    
      	
      	♣ K 3
    

    
      	♠ A Q 7 2
      	[image: image]
    

    
      	♥ 9 5
    

    
      	♦ A J 10 9
    

    
      	♣ A 6 5
    

  

  
    
      	WEST
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    About the Author

    Frank Stewart (b. 1946) is one of the world’s most prolific bridge journalists, known as an advocate of a sound and disciplined approach to bidding. He won many tournament events before devoting himself to writing. Stewart served as co-editor of the ACBL’s Bridge Bulletin 1984-1989 and continues to contribute through an instructional column he began in 1981. He edited the ACBL’s World Championship books 1983-1987 and was a principal contributor 1986-1989. He was a principal contributor to the Fifth Edition of “The Official Encyclopedia of Bridge.”

    In 1986 Stewart began a collaboration with Alfred Sheinwold to produce the famed syndicated newspaper column “Sheinwold on Bridge.” After Sheinwold’s death in 1997, the column continued under Stewart’s byline as “Sheinwold’s Bridge” and in 2000 became “Daily Bridge Club.” It appears in newspapers worldwide and on major internet sites.

    Stewart has published hundreds of magazine and on-line articles including technical pieces, tournament reports, fiction and humor. He has written 22 other books, among them “Becoming an Expert,” “Who Has the Queen?,” “What’s Your Call?,” and “Frank Stewart’s World of Bridge.” He is the senior analyst for ACBL-wide Charity and International Fund events, having served since 1980.

    Stewart has been honored by the Birmingham AL Duplicate Bridge Club, of which he is a supporter and a member. The club houses the Frank Stewart Library, which was facilitated by a donation by him of books and materials. In 2005 the club established a trophy in his name for a Sectional Swiss Teams.

    Stewart is a graduate of the University of Alabama where he studied voice and musicology. He is a low-handicap golfer and a past chairman of the Fayette Christian Center of Concern, a food bank. He and his wife, Charlotte, a pediatric speech pathologist, live in Fayette AL. They have a 14-year-old daughter.

    In 2014, Frank Stewart received the International Bridge Press Association’s Truscott Award for achievements that Alan Truscott, the former bridge editor of the New York Times, would appreciate.
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