
Table of Contents

Paving the Way: From England, Ireland, Prussia and Bavaria to South Australia and New Zealand

Introduction

Part 1: Paternal (Adoptive) Ancestry

Chapter 1: First Three Generations of the White Family | Introduction

Chapter 2: Grandfather Corporal White and the 6th Field Artillery Brigade of WW1, the ‘Fair Dinkums’

Chapter 3: Our father’s adoption and going back to Minnipa

Part 2: Paternal (Biological) Ancestry

Chapter 4: The Fahy from County Clare, Ireland to Kapunda, South Australia | Introduction

Chapter 5: Michael Patrick Fahy, Pioneer Settler of Moorak, Mt Gambier

Chapter 6: Johann Gramp, founding a dynasty | Introduction

Chapter 7: The Schulz Family, from Klemzig, Prussia, to Klemzig South Australia and the Barossa Valley | Introduction

Part 3: Mother’s Maternal Ancestry

Chapter 8: The Rumbelow Family of Encounter Bay | Introduction

Chapter 9: Third and Fourth Generations of the Rumbelow Family

Chapter 10: Women in the Rumbelow Family

Chapter 11: The Lomman family of Paradise and Athelstone | Introduction

Chapter 12: The Heading Family of Campbelltown

Part 4: Mother’s Paternal Ancestry

Chapter 13: The Heslop, Miller and Abbott Families in New Zealand | Introduction

Chapter 14: Elizabeth and Albert James Abbott

Chapter 15: The Miller Family in Victoria

Chapter 16: A DNA Surprise – The Hazlehurst and Bird Families

Chapter 17: The Miller Family in Adelaide

Part 5: Step-Father’s Paternal Ancestry

Chapter 18: The Battams Family | Introduction | Chapter 19: Daniel Battams’s Changing Fortunes

Chapter 20: Third and Fourth Generation in Australia: the Battams Brothers go to War

Chapter 21: Miss Mary Jane Battams’s extraordinary life | Chapter 22: The Battams Family in the fifth and sixth generations

Chapter 23: Conclusion

Endnotes

Dedication

Introduction

Part 1: Paternal (Adoptive) Ancestry

Chapter 1: First Three Generations of the White Family | Introduction

Chapter 2: Grandfather Corporal White and the 6th Field Artillery Brigade of WW1, the ‘Fair Dinkums’

Chapter 3: Our father’s adoption and going back to Minnipa

Part 2: Paternal (Biological) Ancestry

Chapter 4: The Fahy from County Clare, Ireland to Kapunda, South Australia | Introduction

Chapter 5: Michael Patrick Fahy, Pioneer Settler of Moorak, Mt Gambier

Chapter 6: Johann Gramp, founding a dynasty | Introduction

Chapter 7: The Schulz Family, from Klemzig, Prussia, to Klemzig South Australia and the Barossa Valley | Introduction

Part 3: Mother’s Maternal Ancestry

Chapter 8: The Rumbelow Family of Encounter Bay | Introduction

Chapter 9: Third and Fourth Generations of the Rumbelow Family

Chapter 10: Women in the Rumbelow Family

Chapter 11: The Lomman family of Paradise and Athelstone | Introduction

Chapter 12: The Heading Family of Campbelltown

Part 4: Mother’s Paternal Ancestry

Chapter 13: The Heslop, Miller and Abbott Families in New Zealand | Introduction

Chapter 14: Elizabeth and Albert James Abbott

Chapter 15: The Miller Family in Victoria

Chapter 16: A DNA Surprise – The Hazlehurst and Bird Families

Chapter 17: The Miller Family in Adelaide

Part 5: Step-Father’s Paternal Ancestry

Chapter 18: The Battams Family | Introduction

Chapter 19: Daniel Battams’s Changing Fortunes

Chapter 20: Third and Fourth Generation in Australia: the Battams Brothers go to War

Chapter 21: Miss Mary Jane Battams’s extraordinary life

Chapter 22: The Battams Family in the fifth and sixth generations

Chapter 23: Conclusion

Endnotes


[image: ]

Samantha Battams (Photo by Tania Gaylor) 

Dr Samantha Battams is an Australian author specialising in non-fiction historical books. Her books combine meticulous research with compelling narrative to explore the social and historical forces shaping individuals and communities. With a PhD in Public Health and a Bachelor of Arts (Social Science, Honours in Sociology) she brings depth to the art of historical storytelling. Her earlier works include true crime histories The Secret Art of Poisoning: The True Crimes of Martha Needle and The Rhynie Poisoning Case: The True Crimes of Alexander Newland Lee, which examined some of the most sensational criminal cases in Victorian and South Australia history, and the societies in which they occurred. She also wrote, with Les Parsons, The Red Devil: the Story of South Australian Pioneer Aviator Captain Harry Butler (Wakefield Press), a biography of a community hero in the wake of WWI. Her latest book, Paving the Way, turns to family history, tracing pioneer ancestors from England, Ireland, Prussia and Bavaria to the colonies of South Australia and New Zealand between 1837 and 1859. Beginning with a search for her biological grandparents, the story unfolds across six generations and explores migration, social change, the lives of pioneering women, and the complex legacy of colonisation. When not researching history, she is an avid painter.
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This book is dedicated to the ancestors and to my great nieces and nephews who are the 8th generation of our family in South Australia. May they continue with the courage of the pioneering ancestors!

Also to my younger self, who started on this journey with very little information about the family to go on, especially on my father’s side.

First Nations Acknowledgement

I acknowledge the Aboriginal peoples as the First Nations peoples of South Australia and the Māori people as the First Nations peoples of Aotearoa New Zealand. I acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as traditional owners and custodians of Country, and recognise their continuing connection to the land, sea, waterways, culture and heritage and sovereignty was never ceded. I pay my respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. I acknowledge the traditional owners of all the places mentioned in this history, including the Kaurna, Ramindjeri, Ngarrindjeri, Ngadjuri, Nukunu, Adnyamathanha, Wirangu, Mirning, Kokatha, Meru (Yirawirung - Erawirung) peoples. I also wish to acknowledge the Māori people as tangata whenua and Treaty of Waitangi partners in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Cultural Sensitivity Warning and Disclaimer

The content is based upon document and image research, personal accounts and stories passed down. This book contains some topics that readers may find distressing, including sorry business, adoption, forced relinquishment, missions that have been linked to the stolen generation, stillbirth, suicide, substance misuse, interpersonal violence, colonisation, warfare, murder, racism, death (including in custody), challenging life experiences, sexual assault, post-traumatic stress disorder, and animal cruelty. Descriptions in newspaper articles represent views at the time, and do not represent the views of the author. Some wording in historic newspaper accounts has been changed [as indicated by brackets].

Whilst every effort has been made to handle these topics with care and sensitivity, some readers may find certain sections distressing. If you are affected by the content of this book, please consult a qualified professional or seek support from a trusted helpline in your region.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples should be aware that this book contains names of deceased Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If you notice something that does not seem right, I would be grateful if you could inform me so I can review it. This is a work in progress and may change as new information comes to light.

There were a number of old photos of family members identified through Ancestry or other sources that I have not been able to use in this family history, as I have not been able to obtain permission in time for publication (or people who could give permission are not contactable). These photos may appear in future editions of the book.




​

We all grow up with the weight of history on us. Our ancestors dwell in the attics of our brains as they do in the spiralling chains of knowledge hidden in every cell of our bodies.




The frontier will nevertheless survive in the attitudes a few of us inherited from it. One of those attitudes – to me a beatitude – is the conviction that the past matters, that history weighs on us and refuses to be forgotten by us, and that the worst poverty women – or men – can suffer is to be bereft of their past. 



Abbott, S. (1998) Womenfolks: Growing Up Down South. University of Arkansas Press
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​It started as an Adoption Story

“What is your ancestry?” Until 1997, my siblings and I were unable to come up with any definite answers to questions regarding our biological grandparents on our father’s side, due to his adoption. The main questions I was initially trying to answer through family history research were: Who were our paternal grandparents? What were their cultural backgrounds? And, why was our father given up for adoption?

Dad only found out he was adopted when he was 30 years old and required his birth certificate to apply for a government job with the Municipal Tramways Trust. His adoptive father told him the secret as he handed over the document. Our father never wanted to find out who his birth parents were and said that his adoptive parents were the only ones he had ever known, and had been good parents. He may never have been able to find out who his biological parents were at the time anyway, for legal or other reasons. I was to later discover that his birth was a secret in his biological mother’s family. 

My interest in researching Dad’s family was also spurred on by the fact that Dad died when I was just six years old, and both his birth and adoptive parents died before I was born. My maternal grandfather was long gone, whilst my maternal grandmother passed away when I was 3 months old. This situation is partly explained by being born to older parents, who came from what I thought was an entirely working class background (where life expectancy is lower) - although undertaking this family history challenged some of those conceptions.

Initially my family history relied upon a sometimes unreliable narrator who had snippets of information - my mother. Mum had once seen Dad’s birth certificate, and said that Dad’s mother was ‘Irene Fahy,’ and that grandpa had told her he’d ‘brought up a poor little rich kid,’ and that the Fahy’s owned hotels. It is a name linked to the hotel industry in South Australia and Victoria. I was to discover that I could trace his line back to a famous name linked to the wine industry in South Australia (Gramp). 

The search for Dad’s biological family turned into wider research on both parents’ ancestry, along with that of my stepfather’s family, and their early arrival in the Colony of South Australia. The research was conducted, and resulting book has been written, on and off across 30 years.​[1] I acknowledge the work done by previous family historians on my mother’s side: The Rumbelows of Encounter Bay (2005) (by Peter Rumbelow et al.), and The Miller Family (2005) (by the late Margaret Miller), which I have drawn from there.

​Pioneers of South Australia

In this book I trace my direct line from England, Ireland and Germany (the states of Bavaria and Prussia) to their arrival in South Australia or Aotearoa New Zealand. The stories of these families are closely connected to the complex early colonial history of South Australia and have been contextualised as much as possible.

All of the South Australian ancestors were European pioneers to the Colony, arriving between the 1830s and 1850s. Those who arrived in the first 10 years (1836-1846) include: Johann Gramp (1837) (per the Solway) and his wife Johanne Nitschke (1838) (Zebra), Johann Gottfried Schulz and wife Johanne Eleonore nee Rau (1838) (Prince George), and the Boormann (1840) (Skjold) family. These Prussians and one ring-in Bavarian (Gramp) arrived before all of my English and Irish ancestors, and yet they remained outsiders in the new Colony for some time. The German community in South Australia was again ostracised during the World Wars, even though many individuals of German descent (like Australian Commander John Monash) became allied soldiers. 

My English ancestors to first arrive in the Colony included Henry Lomman and Martha nee Strong (1840) (John), William Heading and Ann nee Brooks (1840) (Joseph Rowan), and William Glassenbury and Esther nee Mansfield (1840) (Fairlie). 

Families included in this book include my father’s biological ancestors (Fahy, Schulz and Gramp), along with his adoptive family (White family), my mother’s ancestors (Lomman, Rumbelow, Heslop and Miller families), and my stepfather’s family (Battams). I also include some history on the women who married into these families including the Holman, Heading, Glassenbury and Boorman families. 

Some of these families were European pioneers of regions in South Australia, including Kangaroo Island (Gramp), Barossa Valley (Gramp/Schulz), Minnipa (White), Kapunda (Fahy) and Moorak (Fahy), Encounter Bay (Rumbelow), Paradise and Athelstone (Lomman) Campbelltown (Heading), Norwood and Payneham (Battams) and Moorook (Battams) in South Australia.

This book is also the story of the Heslop, Thompson, Parsons and Miller families who migrated from the United Kingdom and were pioneers in Lyttelton, Christchurch and Timaru, Aotearoa New Zealand, before the Miller/Abbott families moved to Victoria, Australia. 

Most of the English ancestors were Wesleyan Congregationalists and Methodists (later the Uniting Church), whilst the Irish were Catholics and the Bavarians / Prussians were Lutherans (the latter fleeing religious persecution) from Kavel’s group (later the Immanuel Synod). In Aotearoa New Zealand, the Heslop family were Presbyterians who had Scottish origins.

The White, Fahy and Schulz families were working-class families who came out as Labourers, the English White family via assisted government passage, whilst the Irish Fahy family were miners sponsored by Scotsman Edward Stirling. The Schulz family, farmers, were sponsored by George Fife Angas from the South Australia company, along with Pastor Kavel’s group. 

Due to DNA testing, we have been able to bust some myths along the way, including that we have Māori heritage. However, another DNA surprise turned up in 2025, which will be revealed in this book.

I have also taken the opportunity to reflect upon my travels (at the end of some chapters) where I have returned to countries and places that my forebears came from.

Interactions with Aboriginal communities

Stories about my pioneer ancestors and other early pioneer settlers are also part of a larger story of colonisation, displacement and dispossession for Aboriginal communities with intergenerational impacts, which cannot be ignored. Within this book I have tried to include reports of any interactions between my ancestors and Aboriginal (or Māori) peoples and communities where I have found these. 

There were some records of encounters with local Aboriginal peoples, for example the Kaurna people of the Adelaide plains, Ramindjeri (part of the broader Ngarrindjeri peoples) of Encounter Bay/Ramong, and Ngadjuri. One relative’s report (in a contemporary newspaper) of Kaurna people at Paradise was recently used in contemporary Aboriginal cultural awareness training for the City of Campbelltown.​[2] The Gramp and Schulz family were significantly involved in Lutheran Aboriginal Missions that may have involved Wirangu, Mirning, Kokatha, and Pitjantjatjara people, among other Aboriginal communities in South Australia. There is also a tragic story of a death of an Aboriginal man in custody of police constables in 1849 near Wirrabara. 

My motivation for including stories of these interactions between my family and First Nations peoples (as a non-Aboriginal author) comes from a sense of responsibility to ensure that the truth is being documented and to confront the truth, despite its brutality. The previous family histories in my family that I have read have made little mention of interactions between my pioneer ancestors and the Aboriginal peoples or Māori communities and the legacy of colonisation, apart from the reference to Caroline Cakebread’s (nee Rumbelow) encounter with an individual Aboriginal man who came to her property.​[3] The same is also true of other historical accounts in the public domain – for example, The Orlando Way: A Celebration of 150 Years 1837-1987​[4] which has a preface by His Excellency Sir Donald Dunstan (KBE, CB), Governor of South Australia, makes no reference to the central role that the Gramp family had in the Lutheran Aboriginal Missions. I was therefore surprised to find that Gustav Gramp (son of Johann Gramp) was head of the Lutheran Synod (the Immanual Synod) which oversaw the operation of many such missions in South Australia and the Northern Territory.

More information has also now become readily available regarding contemporary accounts on Trove (albeit told from European perspectives), however I have also made an effort to seek out information. I think it is important to acknowledge and confront our past to avoid ‘whitewashing’ history, as part of an attempt to understand the impacts of colonisation and to make ongoing progressive steps towards reconciliation in the future.

Women in the family

From what I originally knew about my family history when I was growing up, I thought that the women in the past largely accepted their lot in life; that they stayed with dubious men, endured violence and unfaithfulness, didn’t separate or divorce, hid children born out of wedlock, largely stayed at home rather than pursued careers or travelled, kept in line with social mores, put up and shut up. A common refrain of my mother who was born in 1930 was ‘What will people think?’ 

I was surprised to find through my research some women ancestors who did not put up with abusive or alcoholic spouses, did not stay with philandering husbands, were single (or separated) and economically productive even wealthy, and enjoyed the privilege of travel. I had not heard about some of these women as they were on my father’s biological side, but many were on my mother’s side. Why were their stories not passed down? 

On mum’s side, great-great grandmother Elizabeth Abbott (nee Heslop, later Miller) was a bigamist (leaving her first spouse), lived in three continents and travelled frequently, said she was 8 years younger than her true age, and at her death was the Manager of a Warehouse in Melbourne. She survived her charlatan second husband, Albert James Abbott, whose scandals were frequently and tiresomely reported in the Melbourne newspapers. I felt that I was nudged along to write Elizabeth Abbott’s story, through a series of coincidences. I would meet someone with her maiden name, Heslop. At another time, when I was walking along the wild, wind-swept beach at Semaphore during winter with only a handful of people on it, someone came up to me and said ‘is this yours?’ – it was a lost credit card, with the name Shirley Abbott on it! I googled and found that Shirley Abbott (1934-2019) was the name of an American writer, editor, feminist, family historian and memoirist who spoke French, had lived in France and who wrote for a public health magazine for 25 years (I speak French, lived in a francophone country, have written non-fiction historical books and been a public health researcher and academic!). She was from Portland, Oregon, where my great-great grandmother Elizabeth Abbott’s brother Mowbray Heslop once lived! I was propelled along by discovering Shirley Abbott and have included some quotes from her book Womenfolks at the start of this book.

On mum’s side, great-great-great grandmother Martha Lomman nee Strong was strong by name and nature. Her husband Henry was tried for murder in the Supreme Court for attempting to shoot their son and he was then interned in the Adelaide and then Parkside Lunatic Asylums. Martha managed the farm with the support of her sons, at least two of whom signed the Women’s Suffrage Petition in Adelaide, probably spurred on by the plight of their mother.  

Also on mum’s side, great great Auntie Alice Rumbelow (Jeliff/Bolger), was responsible for hawking the Rumbelow catch, along with raising both her own and her late sister Mahalia’s children. On Dad’s biological side, another great-great Auntie Alice Fahy (who never married) owned her own store in Adelaide’s West End (250 Wright Street, Adelaide) near the Prince Albert Hotel, and was mentioned in the social pages for her attendance at mayoral events and tours of south-east South Australia and New South Wales.

On the Rumbelow side, Mahalia Philps was a prominent Lady Mayoress of Adelaide, who is in the Rumbelow family history book. I was reminded of her when my sister Raelene sent a link to her story in the City of Adelaide’s Women in History project – HerStory Project on Adelaidia.​[5] Mahalia was active during the Second World War as the President of the local Red Cross, and it was said that she was ‘deeply interested in the then called ‘Home for the Incurables’ – the Julia Farr Centre. However, post WWII there was intense focus in the newspapers on what she was wearing at the many charity events for causes she championed!

On Dad’s biological side, great-great grandmother Anna Schulz, daughter of famous winemaker Johann Gramp, left her violent alcoholic spouse who was barred from being served alcohol in the Barossa Valley, managed a large farm at Hallet’s Valley with her son and died a wealthy woman. In the research for this book, a scandalous rumour was uncovered about the fate of her spouse. Her daughter Helena Fahy nee Schulz was a ‘black sheep’ who married an Irish catholic miner, travelled to Western Australia and lived with him for a few years before marrying, and later catered at large functions which he organised in the South East of South Australia.

Perhaps one of the most extraordinary women was Miss Mary Jane (May) Battams. She was blind from the age of 9, but travelled remote parts of Australia with missionary Annie Lock by pony and buggy, translated hundreds of books and educational resources into Braille, memorised Scripture and hymns, wrote poetry, played musical instruments, made her own clothes, was the first blind woman in Australia to weave, and was an inventor making a number of innovations for blind people which were used across Australia, England, America and Egypt.

If only my mother only knew about some of the family stories I have uncovered! I hope you enjoy reading this family history, it has been a time-consuming labour of love developed over a considerable period of time and has hopefully fulfilled some curiosity.
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