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Many people in the world are good writers and have the potential of making cool money with the providence of their needed expertise. However, this skill often stays either buried or used for another purpose that may be non-profit generating. While writing is almost a general skill inherent to everyone, there is a need for the special skill of use of words, correct grammar usage, beauty, and exquisite style of writing. These are writing skills that are on rising daily demand.

As a writer with beautiful skills, your expertise can be a source of substantial income for you if you understand the right opportunities with freelancing. Freelancing does not just simply provide you income with ease. It is one of the self-made jobs that can be done from the comfort of your home at a convenient time. 

In this book, you will understand the complexities of freelancing as well as what is needed to be a good Proofreader/Copy-editor. You will also understand how the freelancing market works and how to generate a $1000+ income for yourself weekly.

Enjoy! 
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Many people often throw around the phrase, "I am a freelancer." If you ask someone who writes for his/her school's magazine, you may be surprised they may tell you they are a freelancer. Though the word is very common and often used flippantly, many don't really understand what the term freelancing really means and how it applies. 

Freelancing is a contract-based career in which the individual uses his or her expertise and experience to provide services to a variety of customers, instead of being hired into an organization. Simply put, when you use your skills, education, and experience to work with multiple clients and take on different assignments without committing to a single employer, this is what freelancing is. 

Note that, for it to qualify as freelancing, it has to generate income. The fact that it is called "free" doesn't mean you work for charity. The amount of assignments or roles you may take literally comes down to your ability to perform on them as they ask. 

Freelancing typically includes jobs (the so-called gigs) that allow you to work from home. Yet it doesn’t equate much as freelancing when you get a work-from-home job.

Freelancing doesn’t necessarily mean you are going to be working from home. You may need to work at the office of your employer too, depending on the type of job and the specifications of the employer. 

Working from home includes a relationship between you and a single employer that offers you a paycheck, but this is not synonymous with freelancing. Like I mentioned earlier, a freelancer has the privilege of working with several employers, howbeit for a short time, as stipulated in a contract.

A freelancer may not work from home too. It’s just that many of the jobs freelancers do can be distributed over the internet without requiring their presence at the firm or clients. In this book, we will be focusing on the virtual providence of freelance service. A self-employed person who earns money by offering services to several clients is a freelancer. 

Such services are linked to the expertise of the employee. Freelancers may use third party sites such as Fiverr, 99designs, Upwork, Social Media, Freelance.com, etc. to get business or use their network to get more business and offer services directly to their customers. I will talk more on various freelance platforms in the latter part of this book.

A freelancer can provide a wide variety of services such as freelance writing, graphics designing, copywriting, copy-editing. Content marketing, proofreading, and editing, blog writing, web designing, translation, photo editing, etcetera. In this book, we will focus majorly on Proofreading and Copy-editing.

The GDP from freelancing in the United States is nearly $1 trillion, which is approximately 5% of the GDP of the United States. According to skilled research and studies, while on average, a normal worker earns around 18 dollars per hour, a skilled freelancer earns around 28 dollars per hour, which is 10 dollars more than the income rate of an average worker. This shows that freelancing is a service that is in constant demand as well as profitable. 

You may be contemplating working as a freelancer. I will outline some of the benefits of working as a freelancer below though I will buttress more on how to go about your freelance career in the latter part of this book.


❏  You get to choose the client you work with: One of the greatest benefits of working as a freelancer is independently having the freedom of choice and going ahead without restrictions. Freelancing makes it very easy for a person to choose the type of person they want to work with. There is no bickering and bantering with a boss that you dislike.

❏  You get to choose the job you like: No one is going to force you to choose jobs you don’t like, you get to choose a job you know is well within your capability and expertise. You also get to reject gigs at will if you feel like the work is too complicated for you. But note, however, that one of the easiest ways to excel as a freelancer is to be exceptionally good, and be able to handle jobs a mediocre person can’t handle.

❏  Flexibility with time and location if applicable: Freelancing enables people to lead the much sought after laptop-lifestyle. It comes with enormous freedom to work at any time, from anywhere in the world as long as the work is done well and on time. The most important thing for a freelancer is to produce quality work, and he gets to choose his job location and has the versatility of timing.

❏  The Exposure to various knowledge and other skills: Freelancing allows for faster opportunities for growth than any full-time job. It also helps nurture great interpersonal skills and the ability to deal with situations of different kinds. This is due to the recognition that one receives when working in a number of fields and domains and with various people at the same time. 

While excelling on one subject is always good, freelancing exposes you to different types of companies, domains, forte, disciplines, and whatnot. As a result, in saying five years of self-employment, you learn more than in one or two jobs in the same period of time, For writers mostly, you are faced with a new challenge when a client gives a gig to write about a topic you know nothing about, but you always deliver nevertheless, and at the end, your bank of knowledge has expanded.


In the next chapter of this book, I will explain what proofreading is, what copy-editing is, and why they are both good choices for a freelancer to consider. Read on, reader!  
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So far in this book, you have seen some of the benefits of working as a freelancer, and I am sure if you have not previously considered working as a freelancer before, you are now considering it. If this is the case, I am quite glad you are mooting this path. 

You have also seen the word proofreading and copy-editing more than twice in this book, as well as the title cover, ha-ha, well I will explain what these two services really mean and why they are a great choice for a freelancer to consider as their forte.

What is proofreading?

You have definitely heard the word ‘proofreading’ several times out of this book. Peradventure, your friend is a writer, he might tell you to proofread a work he wants to submit for a magazine, or for some other reasons. 

When people refer to proofreading half of the time, they almost always refer to you helping them to fish out spelling mistakes or the wrong use of punctuation. But proofreading often means different things depending on the context in which it is used. The fact that the word is used differently in different fields is one of the things clouding people’s understanding of what proofreading entails. Asking someone in the publishing profession, for instance, “What is proofreading?” will probably get a very different answer than asking someone at a university. Someone in the publishing industry would see proofreading as the last possible opportunity for them to revise the manuscript that is to be published. 

The proofreader compares the printed versions of the manuscript, including all the formatting, page numbers, headers, etc. that will be included with the edited copy in the final edition to ensure that no errors have been made while they were printing. The word proofreading has taken on a distinct definition from the role that it plays in manuscript publishing.

What most people refer to when using the word proofreading now and in freelancing is the process of reviewing a text for any kind of errors in grammar, typography, or formatting. Proofreading should always be the last step taken before a document is published online, submitted to a distinguished body, submitted for a job application, or otherwise shared with the intended public.

It should already have been edited by the time a document is ready to be proofread. This means that its content should be well organized, well written, and easily understood. Editing also involves removing errors, but it’s more focused on ensuring that the document as a whole makes sense.

On the other hand, proofreading is about discovering both minor and significant errors, which were either overlooked or added during editing. Proofreaders ensure that the final copy of the text is completely free from grammatical errors (e.g. problems with subject-verb agreement, inappropriate word choices, inadequate punctuation use, and incorrect spelling), as well as formatting and typographical errors. 

Although proofreading is less extensive than editing, it is an essential step in preparing a piece of writing for other people to read, as mistakes can often cause confusion or be seen as unprofessional. Note that normal editing, also called content editing, is not the same as copy-editing, however.

I will give more extensive insight into the significant differences between proofreading and copy-editing in the latter part of this book. But before then, let's take a look at what copy-editing really means.

What is copy-editing?

Oftentimes, many people use the word copy-editing and content editing to mean the same thing. Or sometimes, they misplace the meaning of the two and swap them for each other. They may both be editing, but there is a significant difference between both of them. Also, copy-editing has an almost similar role to proofreading. Nevertheless, they are also significantly distinct from each other. 

Copy-editing or sometimes used as copyediting is the technical analysis of a text for the purpose of correction in terms of formatting, semantic, grammar, jargon, and terminology.  A copy-editor has to be meticulous and technical and be aware of the overall purpose of the book or script they are editing to make sure the message is consistent and make sense. 

Copy-editing also involves checking for continuity, paragraph length, sentence structure, missed words, word choices, and the likes. This, therefore, means that the copy-editor is tasked with correcting the language of the script or text. 

Content editing, which is also called substantive editing or developmental editing, on the other hand, involves checking for factual errors, inconsistencies, and contradictions in
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