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MILESTONES



	
1940


	
 





	
25 November


	
W4050, the prototype, flies for the first time.





	
1941


	
 





	
16 January


	
W4050 outpaces a Spitfire at 6,000ft.





	
10 June


	
W4051, the PR prototype, flies for the first time.





	
13 December


	
First Mosquito fighter squadron in Fighter Command.





	
15 May


	
W4052, the night-fighter prototype, flies for the first time.





	
17 September


	
W4055, a PR.I, makes the first operational Mosquito flight.





	
19 July


	
W4050 attains 433mph at 28,500ft.





	
16 November


	
Mosquito bomber enters RAF service.





	
1942


	
 





	
27–28 April


	
First AI Mk.V radar-equipped NF.II patrol.





	
13 June


	
First operational Mosquito intruder squadron formed.





	
2 July


	
Six B.IVs bomb the U-boat yards at Flensburg in the first mass low-level strikes by Mosquitoes.





	
4 August


	
First diplomatic flight to Sweden by a Mosquito.





	
19 September


	
First daylight Mosquito raid on Berlin.





	
25 September


	
Four Mosquitoes bomb Gestapo HQ at Oslo.





	
6 December


	
Ten B.IVs take part in Operation Oyster daylight raid on the Philips works at Eindhoven.





	
20–21 December


	
Oboe used for first time when six B.IVs bomb Lutterade power station, Holland.





	
31 December–1 January 1943


	
Sky-marking using Oboe tried for the first time by two Mosquitoes of 8 Group (PFF).





	
1943


	
 





	
27 January


	
Nine Mk.IVs make daring low-level raid on the Burmeister & Wain diesel engine works at Copenhagen.





	
30 January


	
Mosquitoes bomb Berlin and disrupt live enemy broadcasts.





	
27 May


	
Final large-scale daylight Mk.IV raid in 2 Group, an attack on the Zeiss Optical factory and the Schott glassworks at Jena.





	
24–25 July–2 August   


	
During nine days of Operation Gomorrah, the ‘Battle of Hamburg’, Mosquitoes fly 4,472 sorties, with the loss of just thirteen Mosquitoes.





	
3 October


	
First operation by FB.VIs of 2nd TAF.





	
1944


	
 





	
18 February


	
Operation Jericho: Amiens Prison bombed by FB.VIs of 140 Wing.





	
23–24 February


	
First ‘Cookie’ to be dropped by a Mosquito is released by a Mk.IV during a raid on Düsseldorf.





	
25 March


	
Commander Eric ‘Winkle’ Brown lands and takes off from a carrier in a Mosquito, the first twin-engined aircraft to do so.





	
25 March


	
Tsetse Mosquitoes become first Mosquitoes to sink a U-boat.





	
25–26 March


	
The Lyons engine factory marked by 8 Group Mosquitoes.





	
11 April


	
Gestapo HQ in The Hague destroyed by FB.VIs.





	
18–19 April


	
Juvisy railway marshalling yards, Paris, marked at each end by seven Mosquitoes, bombed so effectively that the yards are not brought back into service until 1947.





	
14 July


	
Bonneuil Matours barracks destroyed by FB.VIs of 140 Wing.





	
6 August


	
First Mosquito fighter squadron moves to France.





	
19 August


	
Fifteen FB.VIs destroy Egletons SS barracks.





	
17 September


	
138 Wing FB.VIs attack barracks at Arnhem and Nijmegen ahead of Operation Market Garden.





	
26 October


	
Banff Strike Wing Mosquitoes use RPs for the first time.





	
31 October


	
Twenty-five FB.VIs destroy the Gestapo HQ at Aarhus University, Denmark.





	
31 December


	
Twelve Mosquitoes dive-bomb the Oslo Gestapo HQ.





	
1945


	
 





	
22 February


	
Twenty-one Mosquitoes lost and forty damaged during all-out attacks on enemy transport system in Operation Clarion.





	
21 March


	
Operation Carthage, Gestapo HQ Shellhaus building in Copenhagen bombed in daylight precision raid by eighteen FB.VIs.





	
9 April


	
Banff Wing Mosquitoes sink three U-boats.





	
17 April


	
Six FB.VIs of 140 Wing destroy the Gestapo HQ at Odense, Denmark.





	
2–3 May


	
Final Bomber Command raids are made and involve 179 Mosquitoes from Nos 8 and 100 Groups.





	
1950


	
 





	
15 November


	
VX916, an NF.38 built at Chester, is the 7,781st and final Mosquito.





	
1955


	
 





	
15 December


	
PR.34A of 81 Squadron at Seletar makes the final operational flight of a Mosquito in the RAF, a Firedog sortie over Malaya.






 


THE WOODEN WONDER

In the 1930s, the streamlined low-wing monoplane DH.88 Comet racer ultimately was to play a significant role in the development of the Mosquito, just as the Supermarine S6B influenced the design of the Spitfire, after the seaplane’s success in the Schneider Trophy races. In 1934 Grosvenor House, one of the three Comets entered in the Mildenhall to Melbourne race, won first place. Less than seven years later the Mosquito, or the ‘Wooden Wonder’ as it was known because of its predominantly wooden construction, was serving with distinction in all theatres of the war. One RAF officer summed up the success of the aircraft, saying:


The Mosquito represents all that is finest in aeronautical design. It is an aeroplane that could only have been conceived in this country and combines the British genius for building a practical and straightforward machine with the typical de Havilland flair for producing a first-rate aeroplane that looks right and is right.



The concept of a bomber built almost entirely of wood with two crew, a pair of Rolls-Royce Merlins and no gun armament, relying on speed as the bomber’s only defence, was not new. In the First World War the DH4 unarmed bomber was faster than the fighters of the day. War with Germany was declared on 3 September 1939 and the Air Ministry remained unconvinced that an unarmed high-speed bomber was realistic, but Geoffrey de Havilland found an ally in Air Marshal Sir Wilfred Freeman, the Air Council’s member for Research and Development. He was in favour of having no armament but he doubted that the unarmed wooden bomber could carry a 1,000lb bomb load for 1,500 miles and at a speed faster than the Spitfire. On 1 January 1940 DH received an order for a single prototype of the unarmed bomber variant with a level speed of 397mph at 23,700ft and a 1,480-mile range at 24,900ft on full tanks. By July 1940 a contract for fifty DH.98 (Mosquito) aircraft was received.


Did you know?

Subcontractors included many well-known furniture companies and detail parts were manufactured by numerous other small companies, including bicycle manufacturers and a firm of craftsmen used to making ecclesiastical ironwork, while in homes, garages and church halls the length and breadth of the country, women ranging from ‘duchesses to charladies’ made everything from simple parts to small components. The smallest contractor was located in a garden shed in Welwyn!




Did you know?

Mosquito high-speed courier aircraft operated between Scotland and Sweden carrying valuable consignments of ball-bearings, diplomatic mail and even personnel in a pressurised bomb bay.



E0234/W4050, the Mosquito prototype, designed by a team of nine led by Chief Designer Ronald E. Bishop, who had been raised in the de Havilland tradition of wooden structures, was built in strict secrecy at Salisbury Hall near Hatfield. The fixed tail surfaces were all wood and plywood-covered while the rudder and elevators were made of aluminium. The elevators were originally fabric-covered, though in 1943 metal skinning was introduced to give better performance in high-speed dives. E0234 was completed and on 25 November, just four days short of eleven months from the start of detailed design work, Geoffrey de Havilland Jr and John E. Walker, Chief Engine Installation Designer, made the maiden flight. In February 1941 W4050 reached a maximum speed of 390mph at 22,000ft. On 20 October W4050 achieved a speed of 437mph in level flight. The Mosquito was now the world’s fastest operational aircraft, a distinction it would enjoy for the next two and a half years.


Did you know?

Major General Henry ‘Hap’ Arnold ordered that no US aircraft were to be raced against the Mosquito, to avoid embarrassing American pilots!




Did you know?

On 20 April 1941 Major Elwood Quesada USAAF, no doubt excited by the Mosquito’s rolling climbs on one engine, remarked that, ‘An aeroplane that looks fast usually is fast, and the Mosquito was… It was highly regarded, highly respected!’



On 10 June 1941 W4051, the photoreconnaissance prototype, had became the third Mosquito to fly and was the first of three PR versions used by the PRU at Benson, Oxfordshire. The last ten aircraft (W4064–72) from the nineteen originally ordered on 1 March 1940 as PR versions were converted to unarmed bombers. These came to be known as the B.IV Series I. W4072, the prototype B.IV bomber, flew on 8 September 1941. The fifty B.IV Series II bombers differed in having a larger bomb bay to carry four 500lb bombs instead of the Series I’s four 250-pounders. This was made possible by shortening the tail stabiliser of the 500lb bomb so that four of these larger bombs could be carried. Twenty-seven B.IV Series II were later converted to PR.IV reconnaissance aircraft, with three additional fuel tanks in the bomb bay, while twenty B.IVs were modified to carry a 4,000lb bomb.

Mosquito production became widely dispersed to prevent any major disruption by enemy action. All told, 3,326 Mosquitoes were built at Hatfield. A second line which was opened at a new factory at Leavesden produced 1,476 Mosquitoes and Standard Motors at Canley built 1,066 examples. Others were built by Percival at Luton and by Airspeed at both Portsmouth and Chester. The 6,439th and last Mosquito to be built in the UK left the Chester factory in November 1950. Total Mosquito production throughout the world (including 1,076 in Canada and 212 in Australia) was 7,781.


PHOTO-RECCE

PR prototype W4051 was the second Mosquito completed at Salisbury Hall. While it retained the short engine nacelles and tail-plane of the prototype, it differed in having longer wings (by 20in) and carried three vertical cameras and one oblique. At first the camera mounts were made of steel, but these were later changed to wood, as these helped reduce camera vibration and improve image quality. On 10 June 1941 Mosquito I W4051 flew for the first time and in July was handed over to 1 PRU at Benson, where it became the first Mosquito to be taken on charge by the RAF. W4054 and W4055 followed, on 22 July and 8 August respectively, and the three aircraft became the first Mosquitoes to be taken on charge by the RAF. The PR.I made its operational debut on 17 September 1941 when W4055 was used for a daylight photo reconnaissance of Brest, La Pallice and Bordeaux. In October the PR.I Mosquitoes carried out sixteen successful sorties to Norway. After eighty-eight sorties, the first loss of a PR Mosquito was on 4 December. By February 1942 PR Mosquitoes were flying as far afield as Poland, eastern Germany, Malta, Italy and Sicily, and the Franco–Spanish border and southern France. The PRU’s first priority remained that of keeping a watch on the Kriegsmarine.

Between April and June 1942 four NF.IIs and two B.IV bomber variants were diverted to the PRU as PR.IIs and PR.IVs respectively. The B.IVs had bombbay tanks and two 50-gallon under-wing slipper-type drop
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