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The most sensational story in South Africa’s espionage history.

 


Authors’ Note

This book presents a detailed account of Operation Daisy and the espionage efforts of South Africa’s intelligence services during the Cold War. At its centre is the Daisy Spy Ring—arguably the country’s most successful and audacious espionage operation—whose existence remained hidden from even the highest levels of government, including cabinet ministers and the State Security Advisory Council. Drawing on declassified documents, operational records, and insider knowledge, this is the first in-depth analytical account of how South African operatives worked to intercept, influence, and survive amid intense geopolitical contestation.

The narrative unfolds during a time of enormous political change, when intelligence agents reported on the fierce ideological struggle between Soviet-aligned revolutionaries and Western liberal-democratic interests to “capture the revolution” in South Africa. Co-authored by Henning van Aswegen, a former lecturer at South Africa’s National Intelligence Academy, and historian Peter M. Swanepoel, this work offers a unique blend of institutional insight and historical analysis.

We are fully aware that intelligence history—particularly where it intersects with the anti-apartheid struggle—remains politically charged and emotionally resonant. Much of the post-1994 public and academic discourse has rightly emphasised the heroic dimensions of the liberation movements. Yet this focus has often left the motivations, inner workings, and capabilities of apartheid-era intelligence agencies either neglected or reduced to simplified, moralising caricatures.

Our aim is not to revise history in favour of any regime, but to contribute to a fuller, more complex understanding of South Africa’s past. It is our hope that this book will provoke reflection, debate, and further research into the ways in which ideology, secrecy, and geopolitics shaped not only the intelligence community, but the broader trajectory of South African history. The cover of the Daisy Spy Ring was finally blown in 1980, when a disgruntled intelligence officer leaked its existence to the British press—an event that brought one of the apartheid state’s most covert and far-reaching operations into the global spotlight.

*

Henning van Aswegen is a former lecturer at the National Intelligence Academy in Pretoria, South Africa.

*

Peter M Swanepoel is a history teacher and historian.

*

“To know what people really think, pay attention to what they do, rather than what they say.”

René Descartes

The Age of Enlightenment

 


Foreword

I have, for many years, been asked by family, friends, and acquaintances when I will write a book on my intelligence career. I have also, for several years, been the subject of innumerable newspaper and academic articles, as well as books and several commissions of enquiry and investigations. I have been portrayed as everything from the personification of evil to a hero superspy. Of course, I am neither. Most of what has been said and written about me is plain wrong, sensationalised or distorted, and usually slanted to suit a political agenda.

So, my answer to when I would write a book was usually that I couldn’t see the purpose, unless I could write the truth. I have also read various memoirs penned by both former adversaries and colleagues. Most appear to me, to a greater or lesser extent, to be self-aggrandising and either exaggeration or exculpation of the role they played in the past.

When I met Henning van Aswegen while he was researching a previous book of his, I saw someone who could undertake a serious intelligence-focused study of the raw materials that I could provide him about Operation Daisy. And this book is the result. I hope that this book will be used not only by those seeking to understand the complexities of South Africa’s past, but also by intelligence personnel studying the vital importance of human intelligence – “HUMINT”.

The inconvenient truth of the ANC-SACP’s key role in supporting the Soviet Union’s aims and objectives during the Cold War means that this reality, like Nelson Mandela’s membership in the Central Committee of the SACP, has been obscured and downplayed. The fact is that, even after pragmatists in the Soviet Union had given up on the idea of a successful armed revolution in South Africa and even after the negotiations which led to the Codesa talks, the SACP hardliners persisted in their efforts to bring about a bloody armed uprising. Their last-ditch effort, Operation Vula, was yet another dismal ANC/SACP/MK debacle, thanks to the legacy of Operation Daisy, which had identified every participant before Operation Vula began.

From the mid-70s, right until the fall of the Berlin Wall and the subsequent collapse of the Soviet Union, South Africa was in a race against time. How long could our military hold out in Angola against ever-increasing odds and air power and prevent the fall of Jamba and the advance of Cuban-backed forces to the SWA/Namibian border? How long could the security forces quell the swell of domestic unrest and violence inside South Africa? How long could the South African economy support the war?

The Soviet economy was also in dire straits due to severe stagnation during the Brezhnev era, and its ability to support its international geopolitical aims was severely strained. Realists such as the then KGB head, Yuri Andropov, realised this. When he was appointed General Secretary of the CPSU in 1982, he initiated the reformist moves that ultimately led to Mikhail Gorbachev coming to power and implementing his glasnost and perestroika approach. The CPSU’s legacy of Stalinist totalitarianism was over. Hardliners in the CPSU did their utmost to derail Gorbachev, but ultimately failed to do so.

By 1988, Gorbachev was more secure in his post and had the support of other important players, not least the KGB head. So, the 1988/89 withdrawal of Soviet occupation troops in Afghanistan followed, as did the unopposed 1989 fall of the Berlin Wall. In January 1988, Gorbachev prefaced the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan by saying that the Soviet Union wanted a non-aligned and neutral Afghanistan. In March, General Magnus Malan, the South African Defence Minister, mirrored those words when he spoke about what South Africa wanted to see in Angola. The result was the withdrawal of Cuban forces from Angola, the withdrawal of ANC fighters to Uganda and elsewhere (far from SA borders), and the withdrawal of SA military forces from Angola.

However, this did not mean that the ANC-SACP battle for power in South Africa was over — far from it. Until the death of Brezhnev and the appointment of Gorbachev as General Secretary of the CPSU, the then-dominant hard-line Stalinist element in the SACP had the full support of the CPSU’s old guard. From 1985/86, the ANC-SACP realised that the winds of change were blowing and so increased their internal efforts to make South Africa ungovernable. However, the security forces prevailed, and by 1990, pragmatic Soviet advice was for the ANC-SACP to negotiate and to abandon the goal of winning a revolution.

The rest is history. But this sort of history cannot be achieved without blood, sweat and tears, and there was plenty of that. Without the successes of South Africa’s security forces, military, police, and intelligence against often superior odds, we may not have had the constitutional dispensation that we have today. We should also give credit to those political, military, intelligence, and corporate players in the West who, while disagreeing with South Africa’s racial policies, realised that it was in their interest to support us in our hot spot of the Cold War.

Another question I often get asked is why I did what I did. I hope that this book will go some considerable way towards answering that question. The international geopolitical conflict of the Cold War, which developed after World War II, had its roots decades earlier, in the ideology that led to the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. Hopefully, this book will help reveal some of the myriad interests, motivations, and secret agendas that have shaped South African politics over the past 125 years.

It is an undeniable fact that the Soviet Comintern worked on exploiting political discontent wherever they found it, for fomenting revolution. It is also undeniable that, first, the CPSA and then the SACP enthusiastically supported the Soviets’ goals. Through their stranglehold on the ANC leadership, they pushed ahead with Stalin’s idea of a “Black Republic” and Lenin’s two-stage revolution. First, the bourgeois liberal-democratic National Democratic Revolution, or NDR (an idea they still believe in today), followed by the socialist revolution and the establishment of a Stalinist-style totalitarian state. The SACP leadership had absolutely no problems with what occurred under Stalinist-style rule. The post-WWII conditions in Soviet-occupied Europe, the slave labour gulags, the executions, and Stalin’s anti-Jewish pogroms were all deemed necessary to build a socialist paradise and to rid society of undesirable elements.

The best academic estimates of people killed by the CPSU between 1917 and 1987 are a staggering 61 million. The CPSA knew all about and rationalised Stalin’s specific anti-Jewish pogrom. The March/April edition of Communist International reported the execution of CPSA members Maurice and Paul Richter for “moving in circles hostile to the party”. Another CPSA member, Lazar Bach, was sent to a gulag where he died in 1941 for “disruptive factional activities”. All their mugshots were published in Izvestia.

The SACP has largely concealed its real agenda from many anti-apartheid campaigners and believers in a liberal-democratic solution for South Africa. However, they never fooled South African or other Western intelligence agencies. They were willing to work with a foreign power and use that country’s training and military equipment to attack their own country. They vigorously participated in the Soviet-Cuban-supported border war in Angola. They killed innocent fellow South African civilians in terrorist attacks, and right to the very end of the “conflict of the past”, they did their very best to derail the CODESA process and to spark a bloodbath.

 

- Craig M Williamson
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BfSS – Bureau for State Security, South Africa
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CIA – Central Intelligence Agency, USA
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Reviews

 

“An important book that every thinking South African should read.”

Former Head of Counterintelligence, South African Civilian Intelligence Service

 

“In the espionage business, you must learn to think in centuries.”

Former Head of the BfSS, South Africa

 


Preface

In no government department in South Africa is greater interest being taken than in its intelligence and security services. Writers, political scientists, journalists, and civil society are directing their inquiries mainly towards obtaining information about South Africa’s State Security Agency (SSA) and its predecessors; it is precisely herein that our knowledge is lacking.

The reason for this lack of knowledge is the inaccessibility of intelligence services in general, as well as the general public’s poor understanding of what intelligence services, funded by vast amounts of taxpayers’ money, actually do. Unless intelligence services are constantly observed and monitored, it is impossible to discover the secrets of their behaviour, tradecraft, and methods.

The Daisy Spy Ring consisted of a group of both witting and unwitting infiltration and penetration agents,3 who successfully infiltrated two primary intelligence targets of the South African Government over a specific, extended period. This postulate, however, cannot be accepted as true without due scientific investigation and analysis; by way of a primary case study and secondary, augmentative application of the behavioural science research model.

 


Introduction

The Daisy Spy Ring was a significantly successful clandestine espionage operation, as evidenced by the fact that most of the world and the majority of South Africa’s cabinet ministers, including the State Security Advisory Council, had never heard a word about the identities of the operatives until the operation was concluded.

Daisy was an intelligence-information collection spy ring, which included counterintelligence and covert-action supportive operations conducted surreptitiously against the South African Communist Party (SACP), its surrogate, the African National Congress (ANC), and the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC). Daisy was a carefully planned secret intelligence information collection activity by the South African government, which contained elements of proactive covert political, economic, and propaganda measures.

Daisy, as a clandestine operation, differed from other covert intelligence operations of the government in that it emphasised the concealment of the operation rather than the identities of its primary operatives. In the case of the Daisy Spy Ring, these operatives were Craig Williamson and Karl Edwards.

Craig Williamson and the Daisy Spy Ring worked undercover, often at significant personal risk and constant psychological pressure, and travelled throughout the world to infiltrate and penetrate the priority intelligence targets of the South African Police Security Branch (SAPSB) and the Bureau for State Security (BOSS). The South African Intelligence Services regarded the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA) and its successor, the SACP, as Trotskyist Communists who believed in international Communism and thereby posed a clear and serious danger to the sovereignty of the Republic of South Africa.5

The Daisy Spy Ring were the recruiters of sources and sub-agents that the South African Intelligence Services had vetted and trained over a number of years for the most important and secret espionage operation in its history. The members of the Daisy Spy Ring, Craig Williamson (RS167) and Karl Edwards (R1653), were all acquainted with each other. Between them, they built a high-grade spy ring comparable to the Sorge Spy Ring in Japan,6 Leopold Trepper’s Rote Kapelle in German-occupied Europe,7 the Lucy Spy Ring in Switzerland,8 and the Cambridge Ring of Five in Britain.9 The Daisy Spy Ring was run by a new breed of professional South African intelligence officers, in which the entire agent running procedure was highly skilled, trade-crafted, and pragmatic.

During the eight years of the Daisy Spy Ring’s existence, it yielded a treasure trove of information, data, and photographs. It obtained the manual for the planned Communist Revolution in South Africa.

The full facts and story of the Daisy Spy Ring will, of course, never be known, certainly not until the archives of the South African intelligence services, as well as those of the Swedish, British, American, Russian, and German intelligence services, are opened to public scrutiny. To this day, it remains the responsibility of the South African government, specifically its counterintelligence and counterespionage directorates, to reveal the identities of South African government officials and members of the ANC-SACP who worked for and were paid by foreign governments as informants, contract agents, and spies.

 

Context

 

There is a fundamental misunderstanding about intelligence work in South Africa among presidents, prime ministers, cabinet members, the heads of government departments, academics, the media, and the general public, who should all have a better sense of how spies operate.

The first formal intelligence service in South Africa was established in 1877; yet, 145 years later, ignorance still permeates the understanding of why Parliament creates intelligence laws and why large amounts of taxpayers’ money are spent on gathering intelligence information. While other government officials, such as diplomats and military personnel, operate in the light of day, intelligence agents function under deep cover and in utmost secrecy.

While militarists attempt to determine the strength of an enemy’s army, and diplomats strive to improve relations with other countries, spies must learn what the enemy is thinking, its morale and intentions, its psychological condition, motivations, and secret plans. It is an infinitely difficult but necessary task because not understanding or underestimating an enemy has been the downfall of many a democracy.

A second working definition used in this case study concerns the phraseology used to describe the constructs of intelligence and threat perception. Nomenclature is critical to ensure a clear distinction can be made between security and intelligence. It is helpful to understand this study if a common understanding can be reached regarding phraseology and the meaning of descriptive intelligence wording.

Cohen supports this approach to scientific study, stating that accurate operational definitions of the phenomena under investigation are essential to the quality of the research.10 The same preparatory definition of nomenclature is required if this study is to analyse intelligence in an academically acceptable manner to distinguish between intelligence schemes such as threat perception, tradecraft, the intelligence cycle, intelligence management, and intelligence products used for policy formulation.

 

Threat Perception

 

In simple terms, threat perception in intelligence refers to the process by which analysts assess and evaluate the likelihood and severity of potential threats to national security or other interests.11 Threat perception involves gathering and analysing information from various sources, such as human intelligence, signals intelligence, and open-source intelligence.12

The goal of threat perception is to identify and anticipate potential threats so that appropriate actions can be taken to mitigate or prevent them.13 Effective threat perception requires a deep understanding of the political, social, and economic dynamics of the regions and countries in question, as well as a keen awareness of emerging trends and developments that may affect the security environment.14 It also requires the ability to assess and interpret complex information and make sound judgments based on incomplete or imperfect information.15

If the primary intelligence target of an intelligence service is not penetrated, one can only assume that it is of no concern to those whose job it is to penetrate such a target. Following the successful penetration of the SACP by Gerard Ludi from 1960 to 1964, South Africa’s security apparatus was slow to fill the void with follow-up or new penetration operations. The security services basked in their self-created glory after Ludi testified against SACP leader Abraham Louis Fischer in the Rand Supreme Court in 1964, thereby prematurely ending a promising spying career.16

This shortsightedness by the SAP-SB, RI, and BfSS would cost the government’s strategic thinkers and planners, the State Security Advisory Council (SSAC), dearly, because very little, if any, information was being harvested from the inner circles of the government’s primary intelligence target, the SACP. This lack of proactive intelligence-gathering operations crippled the Soviet and CPSA Research Division of RI and BfSS for years, not to mention their ability to evaluate both overt and covert information on this subject matter in any objective sense.

In 1968, it became blindingly obvious that it was time to redefine the government’s threat perception doctrine.

Threat perception is not an irreducible unit of analysis that can be rapidly identified, isolated, and operationalised.17 The frequency of threat perception, threat analysis, and threat probability is permanent, meaning that it is a permanent feature of intelligence collection, valuation, and prediction upon which government policies are formulated and based.

Lazarus18 divides the process of threat perception into four analytically distinct steps: stimulus, appraisal, interpretation, and response. The stages of threat analysis commence with an event in the environment external to a sovereign government, followed by the perception of danger and the reporting of the analysis results to the executive branch of government.

To reliably estimate and analyse threats, an intelligence service must understand an adversary’s basic beliefs, values, and behaviour patterns so that a counter policy or course of action can be pursued.19 The process concludes with the exploration of alternatives and solutions to circumvent or neutralise the threat and the implementation of the response.

Once these steps have been concluded, the responsibility of the intelligence service ends, as it has no executive powers, and how decision-makers in government articulate a response to the threat perception falls outside the legal responsibility of the intelligence service. The coping process put into effect by decision-makers in response to the threat then becomes the responsibility of other branches of government rather than the intelligence service. These coping processes may include diplomatic, political, economic, or military responses.

What is the logical basis of the deduction in threat perception in threat appraisal from premise to conclusion? What is the decisive transition between evidence and a threatening conclusion? The crucial inference, central to an appraisal of threat, is the recurrent argument that the opponent has betrayed trust or undertaken an illegitimate and threatening action, infringing upon an accepted norm of behaviour. As a consequence, the adversary has ceased to be bound by existing restraints and has embarked on a policy of aggressive behaviour that is damaging to the interests of the threat perceiver. No longer bound by normative restrictions, as evidenced by information on the adversary’s conduct, the adversary is now deemed to be sinister and unpredictable and therefore a threat to the state.

It is perpetually dangerous for intelligence services to mix domestic politics and the constructs of intelligence because petty political squabbles and the egos of politicians can easily destabilise the smooth functioning of an intelligence service.20 Intelligence services are only useful and only justify the vast amounts of taxpayers’ money governments spend on them when they are impartial instruments of state and government.

Threat perception in an international crisis is the appraisal that an observed infringement of accepted norms of international conduct governing relationships between involved parties has occurred and that this infringement will lead to aggression and attempts at domination.

The convergence of data enables an intelligence service to determine whether a perception of threat exists or not. Decision-makers in government are the recipients of intelligence information, which is produced through the intelligence cycle, specifically through the collection, interpretation, and evaluation of data to produce intelligence reports.

Decision-makers include ministers and officials who participate in the conduct of government affairs and who have unrestricted access to relevant intelligence information. The intelligence cycle is a concept in intelligence science that describes the activities of an intelligence service, including planning, tasking, data collection, research, analysis, and distribution of intelligence products.

The purpose of the cycle is to establish a systematic approach to the process of threat identification, threat analysis, and threat management — encompassing planning, tasking, collection, analysis, and distribution, as well as direction, collection, processing, and dissemination. Planning and direction in the intelligence cycle include clear guidelines on factors that do not impact the government’s threat perception. This means that when the executive branch of government tasks its intelligence agency with collecting relevant data, it also provides clarity on the information that is not needed for a threat probability analysis.

The Intelligence Cycle is the process by which information is acquired, converted into intelligence, and made available to policymakers. It comprises five steps: planning and direction, collection, processing, production and analysis, and dissemination.21

The intelligence cycle is a particular dimension of policy formulation and statecraft that represents the totality of doctrines, policies, government institutions, processes, and operations designed to assure the governance, security, and survival of a sovereign state.22

*

 


Chapter 1 - A Background to the Communist Party of South Africa

The Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA) (1921) and its successor, the South African Communist Party (SACP) (1953), are two of the oldest communist parties in the world. Comparatively, the Transvaalsche Geheime Politie (1877) and the Geheime Dienst of the Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (1895) are two of the oldest intelligence and espionage services in the world.

Afrikaners turned their defeat in the Anglo-Boer War against colonialist Britain into reorganisation and mobilisation through political groups such as Het Volk (Transvaal), the Orangia Union (Free State), and the South African Party (SAP) in the Cape.

On 17 January 1852, the independent Transvaal Republic was established when the Sand River Convention was signed with the British colonial authorities. On 23 February 1854, the Orange Free State declared itself independent of Britain. Two independent and autonomous Boer Republics were thus established in the central and northern interiors of South Africa.23

The threat perception of the two fledgling Boer Republics in this period shifted from dislike and distrust of the British to one of hostility, opposition, and active resistance. The two Boer Republics responded to Britain’s perceived hostility towards them by appointing two secret agents in June 1894 to gather information about Britain’s imperialist intentions. Following an abortive British-supported invasion and insurrection on 29 December 1895, the ZAR established its first formal government intelligence service, the Geheime Dienst, the following day, 30 December 1895.

The singular purpose of the Geheime Dienst was to inform the government of the imperialist threat to its sovereignty and independence. The British force projection in South Africa was 300,000 soldiers, supported by the British Navy, to subordinate the two recalcitrant Boer Republics and commit genocide, which cost the lives of 27,000 Boer women and children in concentration camps.24 The two Boer Republics subsequently lost the 1899-1902 Anglo-Boer War against Britain and were incorporated into the British Colony of South Africa in 1902.

As the colonial power from 1902 to 1948, Britain conducted an uneasy, dichromatic bilateral policy based on strategic, rather than moral persuasions in South Africa. The Geheime Dienst of the ZAR was abolished, and all intelligence-gathering functions and information analysis were reverted to the central union government. South Africa became a Union under British rule in 1910, with its own semi-autonomous government, but subservient to the British throne as the King of England remained the supreme sovereign.

Because South Africa, as a colony of Britain, had no identifiable foreign enemies, the threat perception of the colonial government shifted to internal and domestic matters such as crime, labour unrest, internal dissent in the form of Black Nationalist movements and the Communist Party of South Africa, and growing opposition from Afrikaner nationalist groups and political parties.

Britain was South Africa’s major trading partner from 1910 to 1948, depending heavily on the gold, platinum, uranium, diamonds, chrome, vanadium, manganese, and other vital minerals produced in South Africa. Afrikaner Nationalism proved to be the biggest threat to British imperialist hegemony in South Africa and remained the primary intelligence priority of the British government in the period leading up to 1948, when the Afrikaner National Party won a decisive and divisive victory in the general election.

The thirteen years between the National Party’s election victory in 1948 and South Africa’s declaration of an independent republic in 1961 were peaceful and non-eventful, considering the underlying racial tensions prevalent in the country.

In 1947, India’s independence signalled the beginning of the end of imperialism and colonialism in Africa, as national self-interest and autonomy became the guiding principles of political transformation on the continent. The era of decolonisation and political disengagement from Africa by colonial powers like Britain, France, Italy, and Portugal was symbolised by British Prime Minister Harold Macmillan’s speech in Cape Town in February 1960, when he warned that the “winds of change” were blowing through Africa, meaning that black nationalism was on the rise and that more African countries would move towards independence. Macmillan’s warning became reality as forty-nine African countries and territories were granted independence before 1980.25

From the British point of view, sclerotic Afrikaner hostility remained an intelligence concern and subject of intelligence reports sent from South Africa to Britain, while the threat perception from the Nationalist government side remained focused on the intentions of an imperialist and colonialist Britain.

In 1960, Liberia and Ethiopia, the only two African countries that had been members of the defunct League of Nations, which had given South Africa the mandate to administer South-West Africa, took South Africa to the International Court of Justice.

*

 


Chapter 2 - The Pickhandle Brigade

Richard Deacon, in his book A History of the British Secret Service, reports on the nefarious activities of British spies and secret agents in South Africa during the Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902). The British Secret Service and its spies in Africa, Deacon wrote, were in fourth place vis-à-vis France, Germany, and Russia, and in some respects the Intelligence Service of the United States.26

Preceding the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, Russian support for the Boers in their fight against imperialist Britain was well-known and documented.27 The situation would change dramatically after 1917, when Vladimir Lenin and Leon Trotsky’s Communists took control of Russia and embarked on an aggressive and expansive foreign policy that fomented revolution throughout the world, including the colony of South Africa.28

In 1907, five years after the end of the Anglo-Boer War, several left-wing groups existed in Cape Town, including the Italian Socialist Club, the Jewish Socialist Society, the Independent Labour Party, the Trade and Labour Council, the German Vorwärts Club, the Social Democrats, and the Russian Freedom Society. In 1907, all these groups merged into the Labour Representative Committee (LRC), with “Comrade Bill” Bill Andrews as its first president. In January 1910 (the year that South Africa became a Union under the British flag), the LRC and the Social Democratic Party (SDP) succeeded in uniting all the left-wing and socialist parties under the banner of the South African Labour Party (SALP).

Despite the uneasy alliance between the Marxists and Social Democrats, Comrade Bill Andrews was elected to Parliament in 1912, and the LRC won a one-seat majority in the Transvaal Provincial Council in 1914. Comrade Bill and his Marxists concentrated on organising the militant left-wing trade unions, strikes marked by violence and intimidation, and the militant Pickhandle Brigade, a gang of street fighters who specialised in breaking up political meetings and intimidating their political opponents.

The purpose of the Marxists and their Pickhandle Brigade was to create a revolutionary situation by aggravating the tense atmosphere between white mine workers, mine owners, and Prime Minister Louis Botha’s conservative South African Party (SAP). Comrade Bill and his Marxists turned their attention to wooing the Afrikaners, as increasing numbers of farmers were forced to join the burgeoning industrial labour force as unskilled workers.

In that period (1907–1922), Comrade Bill and his Marxists concentrated only on mobilising white workers and did not bother with representing the interests of South Africa’s black citizens.

The Marxists sought to instigate a communist revolution in South Africa and nearly succeeded in doing so. While Afrikaners and the Marxists opposed South Africa’s participation alongside Britain in the First World War (1915-1919), the Social Democratic Party (SDP) and Louis Botha’s South African Party (SAP) supported the war. Botha and the South African Union Government contributed £328,000, along with Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, to imperialist Britain’s war chest against the Austro-Hungarian Empire.29 The alliance between the Marxists and the Social Democrats fell apart during World War I, mainly due to “Comrade Bill’s” declaration that all communists should follow an approach of violent pacifism to the war. “War,” he declared, “benefits only the capitalist monopolists, the government manufacturers, and other enemies of the working classes.”

When Russia declared war on the Austro-Hungarian Empire, including Germany, on 19 July 1914 (three years before the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917), Comrade Bill reiterated his opposition to the imperialist war engulfing Europe.30

South African communists, including Edward Roux, SP Bunting, and Colin Wade, formed a Stop the War committee, which changed its name in 1915 to the International Socialist League, the direct forerunner of the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA). On 22 September 1915, the following office bearers of the International Socialist League (ISL) were selected: Comrade WH (Bill) Andrews – Chairman; JA Clarke (Member of the Provincial Council, MPC) – Vice Chairman; AF Crisp, MPC – Vice Chairman; G Weinstock – Treasurer; David Ivon Jones – Secretary; SP Bunting, AB Dunbar, and W Light – Administrative Members.

 

The International Socialist League of South Africa (ISL)

 

In the period directly after the 1914 rebellion, the militant white labour movement divided into pro- and anti-war factions. In 1915, the anti-war faction formed the International Socialist League of South Africa, a forerunner of the Communist Party, and began promoting the idea of non-racial unions. One of the organisers of this group was Sidney Bunting, father of later SACP member Brian Bunting, who agitated against what he called “capitalist interests” in South Africa.

Bunting and the International Socialist created a new threat perception in the government of Prime Minister Louis Botha, who would turn increasingly to jurisdiction and litigation to suppress any socialist or communist opposition to its policies. Undoubtedly, Botha and his ministers had one eye on Russia and Eastern Europe, where a Bolshevik-inspired revolution was brewing and would indeed succeed in November 1917.

It was also the same year that Mata Hari, alias Grietjie Zelle, an exotic dancer from the Netherlands, was found guilty of espionage in August 1917 and sentenced to death in November of that year.

The South African ISL immediately sought and received affiliation to the International Socialist Commission, also known as the Zimmerwald Group, headquartered in Berne, Switzerland. To combine the growing forces of Marxism, Italian and Swiss socialists allied with Russian exiles under Vladimir Lenin’s leadership.31 This group became the Third International, the alliance of all communist parties worldwide. The Third International is also known as the Communist International (Comintern), meaning the Soviet-controlled international organisation (founded in 1919) that advocated, controlled, and directed world communism.32

In South Africa, the ISL concentrated on creating a revolutionary atmosphere through the realisation of white workers, particularly in the mining and farming sectors, while SP Bunting and David Ivon Jones started organising black workers.

In July 1917, Bunting and Jones started a series of study classes, which expanded into the formation of the Industrial Workers of Africa Union (IWA). Black workers, however, did not support Bunting and Jones’ efforts, and the IWA died a silent death.

The ISL’s “violent pacifism” stand, while based on sound Marxist ideological solidarity principles, failed to generate much public enthusiasm and support. Realising that Marxism’s political fortunes were at a low ebb in South Africa, Comrade Bill departed for Europe, where he met and learned from a group of Russian revolutionaries in London.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, if one remembers that Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels wrote most of The Communist Manifesto (1848) in Chetham’s Library, London.33 Andrews was thus in a good position to gain firsthand knowledge of how Lenin’s doctrine of political subversion and the strategy of “twin revolutions” worked.34

At 10:00 on the morning of 25 October 1917, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin issued his famous declaration, stating that all political power in Russia had passed to the Petrograd Soviet, in the form of the Military Revolutionary Council (MRC). Lenin’s comrade-in-arms, Leon Trotsky, stood next to Lenin and announced an event that changed world history: the birth of a new communist Soviet government.35

Towards colonial areas, dependent and backward people, communism is directed towards weakening the power and influence of advanced Western nations. Communism tries to create vacuums that will favour communist Soviet penetration. This policy has been largely successful. So, the Russians try to inhibit and limit Western influence to provide channels to exert Soviet power.

 

The Unbreakable Bond Between the Russian Communist Party and the Politburo of the CPSA

 

In South Africa’s fledgling communist movement, the Russian Communist Party and Comintern found the ideal opportunity to create opposition to Western culture and influence. The Russian espionage services operate on a plane for which the Russian government accepts no responsibility, yet they use these functions and capabilities to exert real influence and power on the inner central core of Communist parties in other countries.

Close cooperation exists between the Politburo (the top six, the inner central core) and the Comintern – the underground operating directorate of world communism, tightly coordinated and directed by Moscow. It is important to remember that this inner central core works along underground lines, despite the legality of parties, such as the CPSA and SACP, with which it is associated.

A century later, this ideological, sycophantic idolatry of the ANC-SACP towards Russia and the Kremlin continues, as witnessed by South Africa’s pro-Russia voting record in the United Nations and joint naval and military exercises between South Africa, Russia, and China in the years 2019 and 2023.

Inspired by the success of the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, Comrade Bill returned to South Africa in July 1918, freshly motivated to create a similar revolution. Andrews was even referred to in the media as “the new Bolshevik leader of South Africa”. He wrote a leaflet entitled “The Worker’s Revolution in Russia”, translated it into Afrikaans and Hebrew, and used the ISL to distribute it throughout South Africa.

Unrest and discontent among white workers, fuelled by the ISL, led to numerous strikes in Johannesburg, Durban, and Cape Town, marked by widespread intimidation and violence towards co-workers. Joined by trade unions, the ISL initially predicated its workers’ revolution on immediate and genuine labour grievances, but soon expanded its demands into the political field, demanding that the Malan government capitulate to allow a workers’ government to take over the country.

Andrews and his group regularly distributed copies of The Internationalist, the journal of the International Socialist League, at strikes and rallies in South Africa. In this newspaper, the ISL criticised the National Party of Barry Hertzog, stating that the Nationalists are not a working-class party, despite having workers in their ranks. Its mission is not to make the workers the ruling class, but to institute a political regime of small farmers.36

 

The South African Police Act 31 of 1917

 

Cognisant of the Bolshevik Revolution taking place in Russia, Louis Botha and his ministers believed that Bunting and the International Socialist movement in South Africa posed a threat to state security, as they wanted to ignite a Marxist revolution in the country. The Union government believed that the IS members wanted to transform South Africa into an international, urban-oriented Marxist society.

The Union government passed the South African Police Act 31 of 1917 to regulate its intelligence activities, including the establishment of a security section, called the Special Branch, which remained responsible for security and intelligence matters from 1917. From the end of the Boer War in 1902 until the 1917 Police Act, all police work, security, and intelligence fell within the mandate and responsibility of the British South African Police (BSAP).

Inevitably, the activities of the Special Branch came to be regarded as confidential, secret, or top secret.37 The Union government instructed the Special Branch to investigate all possible threats to the state’s security and to provide the government with information that would enable it to develop policies to negate the threat. Section 27 of Act 31 of 1917 defines high treason as “committed by those who, with hostile intentions, disturb, impair, or endanger the independence or the safety of the State”. Act 31, Section 302, further defines high treason against the state as anyone “conspiring and agreeing with others to levy and to make war, and rebellion, or organising armed men for that purpose, supplying information to hostile persons or governments, holding meetings with the intent to subvert the government, or making speeches to incite subversion and treason”.

In 1919, a group of striking municipal workers, led by JT Bain, took over the Johannesburg Town Council and ruled the city for a few days using a workers’ Soviet. Durban municipal workers followed suit a few days later. For a week, political chaos reigned in two of the country’s largest cities when the Union Jack was lowered and replaced by the red communist flag.

Bewildered City Councillors and government officials surrendered unconditionally to the workers’ demands, thereby greatly enhancing the prestige of Bill Andrews and the ISL among both white and black workers.

 

The War that Ended the Peace

 

On 28 June 1919, the Versailles Peace Accord was signed, signalling the end of the First World War on 11 November 1918.38 The Union of South Africa, represented by Prime Minister Louis Botha and General Jan Christiaan Smuts, was a co-signatory of the accord.39 Included in the accord is a decision granting South Africa a mandate to govern South-West Africa, later known as Namibia, which would become an albatross around the neck of consecutive South African governments and the basis for the conflict between the South African Government and SWAPO. Prime Minister Louis Botha died of a heart attack on 27 August 1919 and was succeeded by General (later Field Marshal) Jan Smuts on 3 September 1919. Smuts, who was born on 24 May 1870 and died on 11 September 1950, and the South African Party would rule South Africa from 1919 to 1924.

After the First Congress of the Third International in 1919, South African Marxists under the banner of the ISL were galvanised into action. In 1921, the ISL, the Cape Industrial Socialist League (CISL), and the Johannesburg Communist League united to form the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA). On their first attempt, however, the CPSA’s membership in the Third International was rejected because the ISL was the only South African organisation whose founding document had been approved by the Third International.

In July 1920, the Third International issued a 21-point policy directive, stating that all communist parties worldwide seeking affiliation must submit their constitutions and policy documents before any recognition would be approved. In the policy directive, Lenin explained that countries outside of Russia could progress to socialism without going through a capitalist phase, provided that they received “systematic propaganda by the victorious proletariat” and financial aid from the Russian Communist Party.40

At the same time, the Communist Party of Great Britain was founded in 1920, with its constitution only finalised in 1921. This was significant because the CPGB became one of the principal financiers of the SACP in the mid-1960s, campaigning hard and assisting the SACP to open its London office under the leadership of Dr Yusuf Dadoo.41

So, South Africa’s Marxists decided to try again by holding a conference to unite all Marxist and Bolshevik movements in Johannesburg. Delegates from the Social Democratic Federation (SDF), the ISL, the Jewish Socialist Society (JSS), the Durban Marxian Club (DMC), and the Cape Communist Party (CCP) combined to form the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA) on 29 July 1921.

The new CPSA unconditionally accepted the 21-point directive of the Third International, including the following policy directives: “The Communists can have no confidence in bourgeois laws. Communists should create everywhere a parallel illegal apparatus which, at the decisive moment, should do its duty to the Party, and in every way possible assist in the revolution.”

 

The Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA)

 

The Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA) was established at a founding congress led by WH (Bill) Andrews, on 30 July 1921 in Cape Town, to represent the ideals and aspirations of the working class in South Africa. The party evolved from the merging of the War on War League within the Labour Party and the International League of the South African Labour Party, and thereafter the International Socialist League of South Africa (ISLSA).

During the founding congress of the CPSA, the ISLSA component, with members Sydney Bunting, David Ivon Jones, Colin Wade, and PR Roux, dominated proceedings. It was responsible for the CPSA immediately declaring its allegiance to the Communist International, also known as the Comintern. Bill Andrews was elected the first General Secretary of the CPSA and declared his adherence to a philosophy of Marxism and acceptance of the principles of the Communist Manifesto.

A class struggle, as well as a struggle for racial equity, formed the building blocks of the CPSA, which declared itself in favour of cooperation with the ANC on matters of mutual interest. The CPSA found the ANC a convenient vehicle for the promotion and realisation of its goals and objectives.

The CPSA immediately set about establishing labour unions parallel to those already in existence in the country and, as a legally registered political party, held open meetings and congresses.

The strength and influence of the CPSA were visibly demonstrated during an uprising by mine workers against mine bosses in 1922, with the subsequent intervention of the authorities and the South African Police. The mineworkers, the majority of them white, sang communist songs such as the Red Flag during the uprising, which the government of General Jan Smuts brutally suppressed.

The use of informants to identify security threats against the government continued in the SANPF throughout the period 1914 to 1922 and became more formalised and pronounced with the formation of the Diamond and Gold Branch on 1 December 1922. The Diamond and Gold Branch was run by detectives, who used informants and sources to gather information about individuals illegally trading in gold and diamonds. The tradecraft of recruiting agents remained the domain of the Diamond and Gold Branch.

At the founding congress of the Communist Party, Comrade Bill Andrews produced an essay with the heading “Terrorism and Communism”, written by Leon Trotsky and simply dated “1920” beneath the heading. Andrews read the essay to the delegates, often exclaiming: “This is the way forward, this is the way forward.” Trotsky states in his essay: “In the bloody civil war between red and whites, preachments about the sacredness of human life, the terribleness of Bolshevik methods in civil war (terrorism, the taking of hostages, etc.), are either an indulgence of spectators moralising from a safe distance, or merely the imperatives of reality.42

“Persistent and systematic agitation is necessary in the Army, where Communist Groups should be formed in every military organisation. Wherever repressive legislation makes this impossible, it is necessary to carry on such agitation illegally. Refusal to do such work will be considered treason to the revolutionary cause.”

The Third International (the Comintern) must support all liberation movements in the British colonies. “Every Communist Party belonging to the Third International should be bound to carry out systematic and persistent Communist work in the Labour Unions, cooperatives, and other labour organisations of the masses. It is necessary to form Communist groups with these organisations, which by persistent and lasting work, should win over the labour unions to Communism.”

At the founding congress of the CPSA on 29 July 1921, the following were elected to the National Executive Committee (NEC): CB Tyler (Chairman), Bill Andrews

(Secretary), SP Bunting (Treasurer), G Arnold, Rebecca Bunting, T Chapman, J den Bakker, R Geldblum, H Lee, EM Pincus and R Rabb.

The newly created Communist Party correctly analysed the explosive labour situation on the Witwatersrand Mines as a potential revolutionary situation. The CPSA realised that if they followed the doctrine of the Comintern skilfully, the labour unrest and conflict could lead to a Communist takeover.

The CPSA did not ignite or spark the labour unrest, but rather exploited the concomitant political and socio-economic atmosphere to its advantage, including (a) a worldwide economic recession caused by World War I, resulting in dropping profits and wages in South Africa; (b) the poorly managed South African national economy which could not absorb thousands of now jobless war veterans; and (c) an unstable political situation caused by the war and the Russian Revolution. Rallying around banners saying, “Workers of the World Unite,” 22,000 mineworkers went on strike on 10 January 1922.

The South African Government under General JC Smuts was not sophisticated enough to understand the Communist threat, but realised that a threat analysis was urgently needed before implementing countermeasures to prevent further harm to the economy.

Protracted negotiations took place, but no agreement was reached because it was not in the Communists’ interests to reach a settlement. The CPSA’s strategy was not geared toward ending the industrial action, but to use the strike as a vehicle for a Communist takeover of the government. Under the banner of the Communist Party, the mineworkers and strikers began to arm themselves in February 1922 and formed Soviets in Fordsburg and Benoni, both suburbs of Johannesburg.43

The Soviets took over government offices in these areas, disarmed the police, and assumed control of street patrols to enforce the strike. The “Pickhandles” took violent action against any “scabs” who continued to work in the mines.

By 11 March 1922, the Smuts government realised the seriousness of the Communist threat, and martial law was proclaimed. General Smuts sent out the army, assisted by the air force and artillery units, to squash the Red Revolt. The Fordsburg Soviet fell on 14 March, and by 17 March, the Red Revolt was over. The CPSA and its successor, the South African Communist Party (SACP), would, however, remain an intelligence priority and intelligence target of successive South African governments for the next seventy years.44

 

The 1922 Threat Perception

 

In 1922, Colonel Theodorus Gustav Truter, the Commissioner of the South African National Police Force, presented the threat perception to the Union of South Africa in a report to the Minister of Justice. Truter held the view that the growth of Communism in the Union deserved serious attention, despite Vladimir Lenin being in the last years of his life in Russia. Lenin’s instructions to “internationalise the communist struggle” remained the policy and credo of the Bolshevik Russian government.45 Africa remained fertile ground for the spread of communism by way of fledgling African nationalist movements, particularly in South Africa, where a local branch of the communist movement was founded in 1921.

Communist propaganda intensified, and it became evident that the non-white segment of the population was the primary target of Communist propaganda and incitement, which would inevitably lead to civil unrest. The ANC-SACP has been a Russian and Soviet economic and political puppet since 1921, callously played like a fiddle to get their hands on South African platinum, vanadium, manganese ore, nickel, zinc, gold, uranium, industrial diamonds, phosphate rock, coal, and copper.

Truter suggested to the government that an effective intelligence system be established to keep abreast of the nature and extent of the revolutionary influences at work in the country. The SANPF under Truter was already gathering information on the speeches and statements made by members of the South African Communist Party and black politicians, particularly those aligned to the ANC.46 At its founding Congress in 1921, the CPSA declared: “The Communist Party is allied in this national revolutionary struggle with the African Native National Congress.”

In addition to the Communist Party, the SANPF targeted the South African Native National Congress, which changed its name to the African National Congress in 1923. Because a number of prominent members, including JB Marks, Albert Nzula, and Moses Kotane, had also joined the Communist Party of South Africa, the SANPF considered the ANC a legitimate intelligence priority.

Marks had attended the Lenin School in Moscow and returned to South Africa a committed communist, whilst Nzula became the first black General Secretary of the Communist Party in late 1928. Trade unions and political parties aligned with the CPSA were also listed as government intelligence targets, inter alia the Industrial and Commercial Workers Union (ICU), the African People’s Organisation (APO), and the Indian Congress.

The Union government introduced the Class Areas Bill in 1924,47 the forerunner of the Group Areas Act of 1950, expropriating Indian land in Natal, thereby causing thousands of Indians to increase their opposition to the government under the umbrella of the South African Indian Congress (SAIC).

Truter would need the information produced by the SANPF because, in the same year, the government faced a sudden mineworkers’ strike by both disaffected Afrikaans- and English-speaking mineworkers, many of them aligned to the Communist Party of South Africa.

The Smuts government responded by declaring martial law on 10 March 1922, as mineworkers caused havoc in Johannesburg and directly threatened public security by arming themselves and firing on the SAP riot control units.

The Smuts government managed to suppress the 1922 Witwatersrand miners’ uprising, but the insurrection had served notice to the government to improve its intelligence-gathering and analysis methods.

The intelligence-gathering capabilities of the SANPF also faced a new threat and challenge from an increasingly effective Industrial and Commercial Workers’ Union (ICU), consisting of both coloured and black trade unionists, mainly active in the Western Cape and Johannesburg. A Cape Town branch of the South African Indian Congress was established in 1924, and its leadership was placed on a watch list by the SANP.

The Communist Party of South Africa lost a golden opportunity to take control of South Africa during the 1922 mineworkers’ strike. Had they concentrated more on agitation and propaganda work among more diverse groups, such as black mineworkers and farmworkers in rural communities, the 1922 strikes could very well have been the start of a Communist South Africa. The CPSA failed because it concentrated mainly on white mineworkers, by no means a force powerful enough to spark a full-scale revolution.

Of the 5,000 arrested mineworkers, 1,400 were prosecuted and 864 were convicted of high treason. Four were hanged by the Smuts government (Stassen, Hull, Long, and Lewis), singing the Red Flag and giving clenched fist salutes as they marched to the gallows.

 

How the Kremlin Co-opted the CPSA

 

Towards colonial areas, dependent and colonised people, Communism is directed towards the weakening of the power and influence of advanced Western nations. Communism tries to create a vacuum that will favour Communist Soviet penetration. This policy has been largely successful. The Kremlin ceaselessly attempts to inhibit and limit Western influence and to create new channels and areas to exert Soviet power.

Wherever the Kremlin and the Comintern sense possibilities of opposition and subversion of Western culture and democracy, like South Africa after the communist-inspired mineworkers’ strike, they search for opportunities by directing their revolutionary efforts towards the central inner core of that domestic Communist Party.

For intelligence purposes and espionage (for which the Russian government never accepts public responsibility), the Russians use, exploit, and co-opt the inner central core of Communist parties in other countries. Close cooperation between the Politburo, usually the top six, and the inner central core, the Politburo and the Comintern – the underground operating directorate of world communism — is tightly coordinated and directed by Moscow. It is important to remember that this inner central core is working on underground lines, despite the legality of parties, such as the CPSA and SACP, with which it is associated.

The conspiratorial element of the SACP had been neatly concentrated in the inner circle. The ordered underground, while the rank and file were no longer even taken into confidence about the movement’s realities. But they were thrust forward and exhibited as bona fide internal partisans of proletarian tendencies in that country.

This proletariat was genuinely innocent of a conspiratorial connection to the Kremlin. South Africa was an exception because the 1922 mineworkers’ strike demonstrated that the Communists were numerically strong and that they could function as a communist party. They are used to penetrate, influence, and dominate organisations that are less likely to be suspected of being tools of the Russian government.

The Prime Minister, General Jan Smuts, was determined to crush the Communist Party. Besides severe military countermeasures and legal repercussions, Smuts had several strike leaders kidnapped in the middle of the night, tied to the platform of an express train locomotive to Durban, where they were placed aboard a ship bound for England.

Smuts’ heavy-handed treatment of the miners’ revolution, together with the onset of a severe depression in South Africa, resulted in his defeat at the polls during the 1924 general election. Into power came a coalition government consisting of the Labour Party and the National Party of JBM Hertzog. The rapidly growing National Party, with its appeal to Afrikaner exclusiveness, slowly eroded the hold of the Communists on the Labour Party and rapidly urbanising white workers. The time had come for a new approach to creating a revolution in South Africa.

 

NUSAS and the Department of Foreign Affairs

 

In 1924, the National Party, established in 1911, won the general election and became the government in a coalition with the Labour Party, under Prime Minister James Barry Munnik Hertzog, thereby drawing the racial battle lines with the SACP and ANC ever more clearly. The Afrikaners in South Africa were becoming stronger, and the English influence was weaker in the years 1924 and 1939.

One of the first acts of the new coalition government, called the Pact Government, was to acknowledge Afrikaans as an official language in South Africa for the first time. 1924 was also notable for the founding of the National Union of South African Students (NUSAS), modelled on the National Union of Students in Britain, by Leo Marquard, a student and later history teacher at Grey College in Bloemfontein.48

*

 


Chapter 3 - Stalin’s Black Republic Decree

In 1923 and 1924, the Communist Party of South Africa strengthened and expanded its sycophantic relationship with the Comintern. In March 1923, SP Bunting, who was also editor of the CPSA mouthpiece The International, attended the Fourth International in Moscow.

After this fourth meeting of the Comintern, Bunting stayed behind in Russia to undergo training in the subtle art of “creating a revolutionary situation”. Simultaneously, Comrade Bill Andrews was elected to the executive of the Comintern and left South Africa in May 1923 to take up his post. SP Bunting took over the leadership of the CPSA, raising the issue of turning the party’s attention to black South Africans to boost its rank and file.

In this endeavour, Bunting received support from two members of the Young Communist League (YCL), formed by Eddie Roux and Willie Kalk in Johannesburg in 1921.

After the Communists’ abysmal failure at the polls in the 1924 general elections, Bunting, Roux, and Kalk tried to persuade the CPSA to abandon its slogan, “Workers of the World Unite to keep South Africa White!” and instead adopt a black liberation and revolution policy.

At its December 1924 Congress in Johannesburg, the CPSA decided that it would no longer create a revolutionary situation by exploiting capital and labour tensions among whites, but that the road to revolution lay in exploiting and aggravating potential black-white race tensions.

The CPSA then immediately attempted to implement its new policy decision and that of the Comintern by infiltrating black labour unions. The CPSA’s main target was the powerful Industrial and Commercial Workers’ Union (ICU). Still, the ICU leadership rejected the rapprochement by ordering, at its 1926 Congress, that all members of the CPSA must resign from the ICU. Undeterred, the CPSA financed a night school in Ferreiras Town in 1926 under the hardcore Marxist ideologist, TW Thibedi. Thibedi’s night school was extremely successful and soon produced a new generation of dedicated black communists. The previous injunction given to the CPSA by the Comintern to reject any alliance with the black proletariat opportunistically changed and adapted to follow Lenin’s Twin Revolutions strategy in Africa. The realpolitik of race relations in South Africa made the CPSA realise that its “going alone” strategy, the dogmatism of its policy positions, and constant policy reversals had a weakening instead of strengthening effect on its membership.49

In line with its 1924 policy decision, the CPSA in 1926 decided to infiltrate50 and take over the ANC as a vehicle in using black-white race tensions as the first stage of the Twin Revolutions Strategy. By seeing a Communist plot behind every act of opposition, the self-proclaimed opponents of communism have done a great deal to facilitate real communist infiltration and have contributed considerably towards giving the Soviet Union a status in African eyes, which the Kremlin and Comintern would have found difficult to achieve unaided.51

 

Lenin’s Twin Revolutions Strategy

 

Lenin’s Twin Revolution Strategy was a key component of his political theory and strategy for the Russian Revolution of 1917. The strategy involved the idea that the Russian Revolution would consist of two separate but interconnected revolutions: the bourgeois-democratic revolution and the socialist revolution.52

Stage one is to inflame racial hatred in South Africa to a level of a black-white civil war (this objective was achieved in 1988). The CPSA’s goal was to control militant black organisations through infiltration and to provide sufficient logistical and financial aid to help the black militants win the civil war. Once this multi-racial revolution has been successful, the second strategy will be implemented to ensure a Communist revolution.

 

The 1926 ANC National Convention and the Prevention of Disorders Law

 

In January 1926, during the ANC’s annual convention in Bloemfontein, speeches were made using language that the government considered seditious because it promoted subversion. The ANC speakers called for the removal of the “white man” from Africa and hostility between different races, which prompted a reaction from Prime Minister JBM Hertzog, who instructed his Minister of Justice, Advocate Tielman J de V Roos, to investigate the matter and make recommendations to the government.

The government commenced the preparation of legislation that would include a definition of sedition, as well as the promotion of racial hatred. The bill provided for the deportation of people found guilty under the law of incitement to insurrection (oproer) or promoting hostility between races, and gave powers to the government to search for and seize documents and to intercept mail.

Thus, the Prevention of Disorders Bill became law in 1926, the same year that the Communist Party of South Africa embarked on a programme to “Africanise” the Party, stating its true destiny lay in the hands of the mass of workers in the country through a true Socialist revolution.

The leader of the government, General JBM Hertzog, paid an official visit to Britain in December 1926, during which he successfully negotiated constitutional equality for the Union of South Africa within the British Commonwealth.

In 1927, the South African government established a separate department with responsibility for handling the country’s foreign affairs and external relations. The department would later play an important role in South Africa’s foreign intelligence-gathering operations, providing sanctuary and shallow diplomatic cover for its spies and foreign representatives, as well as funnelling money, through the Foreign Affairs account, to its spies.

The new Department of Foreign Affairs of the Union of South Africa wasted no time in sending emissaries to The Hague (Netherlands), Rome (Italy), Washington, DC (USA), and London (England). The Union also opened a one-man trade office in New York and sent Advocate Eric Louw, later to become the Minister of Foreign Affairs, as its representative.

 

Abraham Louis (Bram) Fischer

 

In 1927, a young student, Abraham Louis (Bram) Fischer, who was to have a profound influence on the history of Communism in South Africa, came to the attention of the Special Staff, who diligently opened a file (Suspect Report Form SAP 99) on him.53

Fischer was the editor of the NUSAS magazine, in which he and other NUSAS members published reports intimating that NUSAS should allow black students to join and register as members. Fischer, later the General Secretary of the Communist Party of South Africa, was selected for a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford University in 1931, where he consolidated and expanded his progressive political ideas.

Fischer was the son of Abraham Fischer, a member of the Executive Council of the Orange Free State and founding member of the Orangia Unie (Orange Union), a political party which included later Prime Minister JBM Hertzog and Boer War General Christiaan de Wet.54 Fischer senior was elected Prime Minister of the Orange Free State after the May 1906 elections in the colony and appointed Minister of Lands in the cabinet of Prime Minister Louis Botha when South Africa became a Union in 1910.

Ironically, Fischer senior was also a founding member of the South African National Party, the predecessor to the National Party, on 21 and 22 November 1911. While at Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar, Bram Fischer junior took a vacation to the Soviet Union, which profoundly influenced his political views and started his conscientious transformation into the Communist cause.

In the same year, the SAG monitored the visit of an ANC delegation, under the leadership of later president Josiah Gumede, to Brussels to attend a meeting of the League against Imperialism. Gumede continued his journey to Moscow, establishing links and relationships with the Communist International, which the Soviet Union used to encourage and foster international revolution. The Communist International dictated to communist parties around the world that communist domination should be established in phases, implying

























































































































































































































		The Communist Party of South Africa and its newspapers, The Guardian and The New Age, were identified as priority intelligence targets by the Security Branch. Between 1941 and 1950, the registered membership of the Communist Party grew tenfold, indicating to the government that the policies and programmes of the CPSA were gaining acceptance among the working classes in South Africa.93 Anticipating state legislation against communism, the CPSA disbanded itself for a short period in 1950. The Communist Party, however, soon revived itself to participate in a National Day of Protest against the government on 26 June 1950.94

		The African National Congress and its Youth League (ANCYL) were established in 1944 by Anton Lembede, Nelson Mandela, Oliver Tambo, and Walter Sisulu.

		The African People’s Organisation, the African Mineworkers’ Union (AMU), and the Garment Workers Union, based in the Western Cape and Johannesburg. The Springbok Legion, a vociferous ex-servicemen’s organisation critical of government policy, was also a target of government intelligence gathering in 1950.











		The Communist Party, however, soon revived itself to participate in a National Day of Protest against the government on 26 June 1950.98

		The South African Indian Congress, also known as the Asiatic Congress and its subsidiaries, the Transvaal Indian Congress, the Natal Indian Congress, the Cape Indian Congress, and the Women’s Passive Resistance Council.

		The African People’s Organisation, the African Mineworkers’ Union (AMU), and the Garment Workers Union based in the Western Cape and Johannesburg. The Springbok Legion, a vociferous ex-servicemen’s organisation critical of government policy, was also a target of government intelligence gathering in 1950.
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