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INTRODUCTION


The moment we hear about sails, we think of the
dhows and boats of old time. But there would be no better term to
explain a sea voyage that to say “sailing!” In our imaginative
mind, sailing can be smooth or rough depending on the nature of the
waters. This book is not about the waters of the seas, but the
mental and spiritual waters of dry land and our lives. The stories
that are narrated here are meant to give us a thought platform.
Acquisition of knowledge has no end, intelligence and wisdom is the
capability to prudently apply knowledge.

There is a saying that we
can’t change the wind, we can only adjust our sails so that we can
take great advantage of the natural force caused by the wind. This
book is not about marine or naval life, it is about the lives of
men and women on the earth and their reactions to situations that
face them. In an analogy, we can compare our lives to that of
sailors in unknown waters. We make mistakes, live harassed lives
and just think it is alright. We can chose to try and change the
direction of the wind or simply adjust our sails so that we can
reduce the effort of thinking we can beat the wind. Many people
want to assume that the problems they are in are as a result of
fate. Problems can be surmounted and even turned for advantage just
like the wind. When confronted with situations, every one of us has
a method of reacting, some will go hyper, others comatose, others
confused, others will be in full control. All these are because we
come to the world wired with batteries included. However, I think
that we also come with some wires loose and they have to be riveted
by the people we grow up with. In the process of the riveting, some
of the loose wires are riveted to the wrong terminal nodes. Problem
is that the wrongly riveted terminals cannot just be plucked loose
again, they have to be massaged loose over time and re-riveted to
the correct points. In some cases, we are impatient to let anyone
massage the wrongly riveted wire ends loose; instead, we make do
with them.

LOVE TRIANGLE

 A 42-year-old man involved in
a love triangle incident in Bujumbura Burundi was stabbed to death.
The deceased who was in his house at the time of the attack was
entertaining the assailant’s wife. It was alleged that the
assailant’s wife had lied to the husband that she was travelling to
her rural home for the weekend, and had actually left their house
on Friday morning meaning she was to spend the weekend at her rural
home and help her parents a bit before heading back to her family
house in the city. The Bujumbura City police boss said the
assailant called his wife’s parents to find out about their well
being and at the same time talk to his wife whose phone had been
switched off. He was shocked when his in-laws informed him that
their daughter had not come home. At first he panicked thinking
that perhaps she had been involved in an accident. By late
afternoon of that Saturday, he was so depressed; he didn’t even
take his lunch. He didn’t know where to start looking for her. In
desperation, he went to his neighbour’s house to talk to his wife’s
friend, a woman who came from the same rural home as his
wife.

After a lengthy discussion, the
neighbour’s wife spilled the beans; she told him that she had
suspected his wife, her friend, to be conducting a clandestine
affair with his best friend, James. He left the neighbour’s house
and started investigating if truly James was dating his wife. It
was not long before his fears were confirmed when he got wind she
was at his best friend’s house which was in the next estate.
Without pausing to think about how the romance wind was blowing, he
armed himself with a knife and a machete and walked to his friend’s
house. Truly, his wife was there, he caught them square foot! The
encounter prompted a bloody fight between the two men. In great
anger, James was stabbed and cut several times and was pronounced
dead on arrival at the hospital. The husband was arrested moments
later by the law enforcement to be arraigned in court later to face
murder charges. The woman was saved by the police from a crowd that
was baying for her blood. On Sunday, James had a visit from his
Pastor and lawyer at the police cells. He told the pastor and the
lawyer that he was remorseful for the death of his friend. He said
his friend was dead while he was incarcerated whereas the real
culprit was at large. With blazing eyes, he said he wished he had
killed the wife because if that is her trait, more men will kill
each other for her. While leaving, the pastor told him, “It is said
that if a man takes your wife, you will do well to let him have
her!”

To the reader, what do you think? What
would be your reaction? Would you kill another woman for your
husband or another man for your wife? How would you have adjusted
your sails in these murky waters of love and
responsibility?

THE BATTERED WIFE


A pastor went into hiding following reports that
he had scalded his wife over $2.10. Police pursued the God’s Power
Church leader after members of his wife’s family reported the
matter at the area Police Station. The pastor’s wife, who is a
mother of three, was actually taken to the Level Five Hospital at
the county for treatment after she was allegedly assaulted and
scalded with hot water by her husband. The couple was said to been
married for 18 years. The mid-week incident took place allegedly
because the woman spent $2.10 she was given by her husband to
settle a debt at a shop and buy food for the children from the
balance. Instead of doing what she had been directed to do, she
went to the salon to do her hair.

After Monica was severely
scalded with hot water by her husband, she was prompt, to forgive
him. However, after the matter had been reported to the police, the
pastor took off from their house unbeknown to the wife. The hot
water had burnt her face and legs leaving her with ugly scars. Upon
her return from hospital, Monica was shocked to find out that her
husband had deserted their home. He had disappeared to an unknown
destination with virtually everything that was in the homestead,
including livestock and her clothes. He left her with only the
clothes she wore during the battering incident. To cap it all, he
left with the children

Monica said that it hurt
her even more, to know that her children had not reported to school
since the heinous act was perpetrated upon her. Her inquiries about
the whereabouts of her husband led her nowhere. No one had seen or
heard of them from the day of her assault. She blamed herself for
not obeying her husband knowing how low they were on cash! She was
really frustrated to discover that had a clue of her husband and
children’s whereabouts. Speaking at their home later after being
discharged from the hospital, she said she didn’t know where to
restart her life, without knowing the whereabouts of her three
young children. She pleaded with her husband, through the local
radio station, to bring the children back together with her
clothing, which he had gone away with.

Pastor Joseph had gone mad
on his wife one night after she used the
$2.10 that he had given her to settle an
outstanding bill at the shop and purchase some food for the family.
The furious man of cloth used the boiling water she was to use for cooking rice to ‘punish’ her by inflicting burns on her face
and legs. And as if that was enough, he
proceeded to hit her on the leg with a wooden
stool. Neigbours rushed her to a nearby
hospital when her husband fled with their
children for fear of being arrested by
police to whom the incident had been
reported.

Monica said
that she still loved the runaway pastor
and urged him to bring back their
children. She placed a call to institutions fighting for women rights
to come to her rescue, to protect her and
fellow women who experience such
mistreatment silently at the hands of
their husbands.

Was this lady right to have used money
meant for the family for her hair? Whereas the man was not
justified to use such brutal force, what would be the reader’s
position on the term “temporary insanity”, even as the sails are
adjusted?

A BLIND DATE
SHOCK


Lillian got the greatest shock of her life when
she found out her blind date was her
father-in-law. The last thing a woman
needs when planning to cheat on her
husband with a mystery clandestine (termed clande´) is
for the guy to turn out to be his daddy.
That’s what happened when Lillian
went on a secret
rendezvous in Brazzaville Congo with a man
she had met on social media.

The 34 year old Lillian
know that she had arranged a blind date
with her father in law, Mario, after they
had both used false identities with false
pictures. Lillian was not also aware that
her husband of 12 years had put tabs on her after he started
suspecting that she was flirting on social media with unknown
males. As if things couldn’t get any worse
than it already was, it transpired that
the unfaithful wife had been trailed to
the hotel, the clandes’ location, by her dear loving
husband, who was also, unbeknown to her,
the clande’s son.

At the hotel reception, she
asked for her clande’s room number which she was given. Her husband
watched her from the dark hotel’s veranda while she went about her
business unaware that she was being watched. Lillian left the
reception and headed for the stairs which she rapidly climbed and
disappeared to the floor above. Immediately, the husband went to
the receptionist, and after a few words, he also headed for the
stairs. Lillian arrived at room 202 and rang the door bell. The two
people who met at the door were petrified, the Lillian let out a
yelp, turned and started going for the stairs. She was unfortunate
because she met her husband climbing the stairs who in anger hit
her in the face with a fist. She let out a scream which brought out
her father in-law, his father to the corridor. When he saw his
father, he went amok and ran directly into his father and assaulted
him too. Mr. Father In law, spoke of his
surprise at finding out his secret date
was his daughter in law. Father in Law
said: ‘We eventually agreed to meet for a romantic link, however, when I opened the door I
don’t know if she was more surprised or
me. ‘She turned round and ran off down
the hallway straight into her husband, my
son, who had been trailing her.’
For the assault on his relatives,
the husband was detained for five days
after knocking out one of his wife’s teeth
and causing his father to be taken to
hospital with head injuries and a bruised
arm and a twisted ankle.

To the reader, when this family meets
later, what is the likely outcome of the meeting? What would be the
position of each of these members? Who is right and who is wrong?
Who are the culprits? Would the sails be down or up?

VERY PRODIGAL

 A young man pestered his
father to let him sell part of the land that would fall on him as
inheritance saying that he would like to lead his life the way he
wanted. After due consideration, his father surrendered and
conceded defeat and stopped trying to advice him. Well, the young
man sold part of the land he was shown. He surprised villagers when
he drove back home from the Nairobi, where he had gone to, in a
modern luxury bus carrying newly bought furniture and household
goods. The 26 year old man was amazingly, also, in the company of
three beautiful girls and was escorted by armed police officers.
When his father was asked by the villagers why he let his son go
prodigal, he had this to say, “Though I saw he couldn’t manage
money and would squander it, I unwillingly let him sell when he
threatened to harm me if I did not give him what he said rightfully
belonged to him as inheritance.” The young man got a willing buyer
for his quarter acre piece of land at $8,655 which he was to
collect from Nairobi. That is how he ended in Nairobi. To collect
the money, he left for the city in the company of two other young
men who would help him purchase an assortment of electronic goods
which included a big radio cassette, a TV, a DVD player, mobile
phone, digital camera; and also furniture and clothes. His friends
were shocked when, after buying the goods he asked them to take him
to a posh club to oil their throats with a few bottles for the
road. While in the pub, they were soon joined by a beautiful lady
and they together drank beer and ate food costing more than $150.
He also generously tipped the lady while telling her she wanted to
make her his wife and for that the lady called two other beautiful
girls so that he could take them to his rural home as his wives. On
reaching the bus stop, he shocked his companions and the ‘wives’
when instead of hiring a taxi or paying for six seats in a public
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