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I know a fellow that I believe embodies what it means to be a Christian. I have often simply considered his attitude toward others. His ability to remain steadfast in the face of adversity and to simply be a loving person, even when the feeling is not reciprocated. This man, and his attitude, are the motivation for this book.

I have often been asked what marks are for a perfect Christian. How should a Christian behave, and what exactly sets believers apart from anyone else. Of course, we can never be perfect. Only Christ is perfect. But we can strive to be Christ-like. Daily picking up our cross and following Him. 

The life of a Christian is not an easy one. We can very simply go back to the way we were, revelling in sin. It would be much easier. Yet we fight the good fight every day, battling the influence of this world, our sinful fleshly desires and every other problem our adversary may throw in our direction.

This book is not exhaustive or all-encompassing when it comes to Christian living. I have under several headings looked at the Christian life and principles that we need to keep in mind when considering our faith-walk. Our faith and life are intertwined, yet ultimately, our faith should direct our lives. Our life should be an outpouring of what we believe, influencing how we think, talk and behave.

I hope that the information in this book will clarify the issues you may be facing in your life or allow you to reignite your first love if you have been a believer for many years.

Sit with your Bible and look up the verses I quote or make reference to. Ultimately, the Holy Spirit will guide your journey.

In Christ

Andrew 
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The Christian life is intended to be one of faith. We enter the Christian life via faith and live it out through faith. When we begin the Christian life by going to Christ to forgive sins, we recognise that what we want can only be received by faith. We can’t work our way to heaven because nothing we accomplish will ever be enough. Those who think they may obtain everlasting life by following a set of rules and regulations—a checklist of dos and don’ts—deny what the Bible plainly teaches. 

Now that no man is justified by the law before God is evident, for “The righteous will live by faith.”  (Galatians 3:11). 

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day rejected Him because He told them the truth: that all their righteous acts were meaningless and that only trust in their Messiah would rescue them.

Paul writes in Romans 1 that the gospel of Jesus Christ is the power that saves us, with the gospel being the good news that everyone who trusts in Him will have everlasting life. When we start Christian via faith in this good news, we witness our faith development as we learn more about the God who rescued us. The gospel of Christ exposes God to us as we strive to be closer to Him every day. According to Romans 1:17; 

For in it is revealed God’s righteousness from faith to faith. As it is written, “But the righteous shall live by faith.”

As a result, rigorous reading and study of the Word is an essential element of the Christian life, a prayer for insight and wisdom and a deeper, more personal connection with God via the Holy Spirit.

To live a life of faith, the Christian life is expected to be one of change. Paul said to the Galatians: 

I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I that live, but Christ lives in me. That life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself up for me (Galatians 2:20). 

Being crucified with Christ implies that we believe our old nature to have been nailed to the cross and choose to live in the new nature that Christ has given us (2 Corinthians 5:17). He who loves us and died for us now lives in us, and the life we live is based on our trust in Him. Living the Christian life entails laying down our own wishes, aspirations, and glories to replace them with those of Christ. We can only achieve this by His strength and the trust He provides us through His grace. Praying for that aim is a part of the Christian life.

The Christian life is meant to persevere. This problem is addressed in Hebrews 10:38-39, which quotes the Old Testament prophet Habukkuk saying: Now the righteous shall live by faith; but if anybody withdraws, My spirit takes no interest in him. God is not pleased with someone who returns from Him after making a promise. Still, those who live by faith will never return because they are kept by the Holy Spirit, who guarantees us that we shall remain with Christ until the end (Ephesians 1:13-14). In verse 39 (ESV), the author of Hebrews confirms this truth: 

But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith in the saving of the soul.

So the Christian life is one of confidence in the God who saves us, strengthens us, seals us for heaven, and keeps us forever. The daily life of faith develops and strengthens as we seek God in His Word and in prayer and join forces with other Christians whose objective of Christlikeness is similar to ours. 
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Look at Yourself
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The world in which believers live can easily lead them astray. To make sure we live a satisfying and fulfilled life, we must constantly consider our own position concerning Christ. What are the thoughts we think? Is our life being lived following God’s will? Are we obedient to His Word? These are just some of the issues we encounter as we reflect on our own lives, using God’s Word as a benchmark against which to measure the effectiveness of our faith walk.

Test Yourself

Jesus taught that a person’s conduct reflects the state of their heart: 

For there is no good tree that produces rotten fruit; nor again a rotten tree that produces good fruit. For each tree is known by its own fruit. For people don’t gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings out that which is good, and the evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings out that which is evil, for out of the abundance of the heart, his mouth speaks. (Luke 6:43–45 WEB; cf. Matthew 7:16). 

So, while deciding whether or not you are a Christian, examine the kind of fruit that is generated in a Christian’s life: 

Complete faith in Christ’s death and resurrection as payment for the debt we owe God. A Christian is someone who believes solely in Christ. Doubts arise when we must contribute to Christ’s work to be saved. Ephesians 2:8–9 states unequivocally that we are saved only by God’s grace. No matter how virtuous we seem, none of us deserves redemption (Romans 3:23; 5:12; 6:23). We can neither add nor subtract anything from the Savior’s sacrifice. “It is finished!” shouted Jesus. He meant that He had thoroughly settled the sin debt of anyone who put their confidence in Him (John 19:30). A Christian trusts in God’s loving promises in Christ.

Obedience. A Christian is someone who follows the Lord’s commands. In our eagerness to praise God’s tremendous generosity, we sometimes regard obedience to God as optional. However, according to 1 John 3:6–9, a person’s attitude toward sin is how we discern who belongs to God and the devil. Salvation changes our hearts (James 1:22). Romans 6 explains in detail why we turn away from sin when we are saved: we died to it and now live in Christ. A genuine disciple of Jesus has a sorrowful attitude toward sin. “To fear the Lord is to despise evil,” says Proverbs 8:13. A Christian despises his own sin and longs to be free of it. A Christian loves the Lord and expresses his love for him via obedience (John 14:21).

The Holy Spirit bears testimony. A Christian is someone who follows and is encouraged by the Holy Spirit. “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children,” says Romans 8:16. When we give our life to Jesus, His Holy Spirit indwells us and transforms our perspective on the world, ourselves, and God. He provides an insight into spiritual realities that we could never have grasped previously (John 14:26). When we don’t know how to pray, Christ assists us in communicating with the Father (Romans 8:26). He consoles us by reminding us of God’s promises. He offers us knowledge that calms our hearts when we have uncertainties. According to Romans 8:14, “as many, as are guided by the Spirit of God, these are God’s children.” Because of the Holy Spirit’s witness, Christians are confident of their adoption into God’s family (Romans 8:15).

The affection of God’s people. A Christian is someone who has a genuine love for God’s family. According to 1 John 3:14 (WEB),  

We know that we have passed out of death into life because we love the brothers. He who doesn’t love his brother remains in death. 

Even though we should love and befriend everyone, Christians are naturally drawn to fellow Christians. Why? Second Corinthians 6:14–18 explains. God commands us to develop in love by serving our brothers and sisters and assisting them in bearing their burdens (Galatians 5:13–14; Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter 1:22). A Christian is recognised for his affection for his fellow Christians (John 13:35).

Ongoing discipleship. A Christian is someone who is growing in the grace and understanding of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18). Jesus does not ask us to be fans but rather to be followers. He invites us to deny ourselves, pick up our crosses, and follow Him (Luke 9:23). Every Christian has periods of greater and lower development, yet there is always an upward movement toward God. There may be two steps ahead and one step back at times, but there will be progress. Suppose we maintain the same worldly perspective that we had before conversion. In that case, chances are we were never really converted at all. A disciple is someone who turns to Christ for guidance. A disciple aspires to be more like Jesus and purges their life of distractions, temptations, and impediments to that end. When we are adopted by God, He wishes to have a familial resemblance (Romans 8:29). A Christian will gradually resemble the Savior.

It is beneficial to check yourself to discover whether you are in the faith; test yourself (2 Corinthians 13:5). Whether you’re not sure if you’re a Christian, you should do some soul-searching. Doubts regarding our salvation are unsettling, but false assurances are more so. Thankfully, we have the Bible to guide us. When assessing the authenticity of our profession of faith, we might look for particular factors such as confidence in Christ, obedience to His Word, the presence of the Holy Spirit, love for God’s people, and continuing spiritual progress. We don’t have to live in fear. We may be confident that we are Christians when Jesus is Lord of our life, and we live to serve and respect Him (Matthew 6:33; Luke 6:46; John 14:15).
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Importance of Sound Theology 
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You must teach what is under sound doctrine, Paul instructs Titus (Titus 2:1). With such a duty, it is clear that good theology is essential. But why is it significant? Is it really so important what we believe?

Because our religion is founded on a particular message, sound theology is essential. The church’s overall doctrine incorporates various aspects. Still, the basic message is clearly defined: Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures [and] he was resurrected on the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). This is undoubtedly good news, and it is of the utmost significance. Change that message, and the foundation of faith swings away from Christ and toward something else. Hearing the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation (Ephesians 1:13; see also 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14), determines our eternal fate.

We must adhere to sound theology because the gospel is a precious trust, and we must not interfere with God’s word to the world. It is our responsibility to communicate the message, not to modify it. I felt I had to write and encourage you to battle for the faith that was once for all committed to the Christians, Jude writes (Jude 1:3; see also Philippians 1:27). To contend is to battle tenaciously for something, to give it all you’ve got. The Bible warns against adding to or subtracting from God’s Word (Revelation 22:18-19). Rather than changing the apostles’ message, we accept it and retain it “as the pattern of true teaching, with trust and love in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 1:13).

It is critical to have sound theology because we think about what we do. Theology is an extension of behaviour, and there is a clear link between what we believe and how we behave. For example, two persons stand on top of a bridge; one feels he can fly, while the other does not. Their next steps will be pretty different. Similarly, a guy who thinks that there are no such things as good and evil would naturally act differently from a man who believes in well-defined moral standards. Rebellion, murder, lying, and slave selling are referenced in one of the Bible’s lists of sins. The list closes with anything antithetical to solid theology (1 Timothy 1:9-10). In other words, accurate teaching fosters righteousness while wickedness thrives in areas where “sound doctrine” is resisted.

We need sound doctrine because we need to find the truth in a world full of lies. “Many false prophets have entered the earth” (1 John 4:1). There are wolves amid the flock and tares among the wheat (Matthew 13:25; Acts 20:29). The easiest way to tell the difference between truth and untruth is to know what the truth is.

Because the final result of solid teaching is life, sound theology is crucial. 

Pay attention to yourself, and to your teaching. Continue in these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you (1 Timothy 4:16). 

Unsound theology, on the other hand, leads to ruin. 

For there are certain men who crept in secretly, even those who were long ago written about for this condemnation: ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into indecency, and denying our only Master, God, and Lord, Jesus Christ (Jude 1:4). 

It’s baseless to chang God’s message of grace, and the penalty for doing so is severe. Preaching a different gospel that is actually no gospel is anathema: let him be forever damned (Read Galatians 1:6-9).

Sound teaching is vital because it encourages believers. Love for God’s Word offers great peace (Psalm 119:165), and people who “declare peace... who proclaim salvation” are genuinely lovely (Isaiah 52:7). A pastor must stick steadfastly to the trustworthy message as it has been presented to encourage others by good teaching and confront those who contradict it (Titus 1:9).

The word of advice is not to demolish the old landmark that your forefathers have established (Proverbs 22:28, NKJV). If we apply this to sound theology, the lesson is that it must be preserved in its whole. May we never lose sight of Christ’s simplicity (2 Corinthians 11:3). 

Inerrancy of Scripture

Our response to this issue will not only shape our perception of the Bible and its significance in our lives, but it will also have a lasting influence on us. If the Bible is God’s Word, we should treasure it, study it, follow it, and have complete faith in it. If the Bible is indeed God’s Word, it is the ultimate authority on all questions of religion, practice, and morality. If the Bible is God’s Word, then to reject it is to reject God Himself. 

God demonstrated His love for us when He gave us the Bible. God revealed to humanity what He is like and how we might have a proper connection with Him. These are facts we would not have known except God revealed them to us in the Bible. The Bible teaches humans all they need to know about God to establish a good relationship with Him.

How can we be sure that the Bible is God’s Word and not merely an excellent book? What is it about the Bible that distinguishes it from all other writings ever written? Is there any proof that the Bible is God’s Word? These kinds of issues must be thoroughly investigated. There is no question that the Bible claims to be God’s Word. This is seen in Paul’s words to Timothy: From childhood, you have known the sacred Scriptures, which can make believers wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and appropriate for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness. Believers in God are thoroughly equipped for every good task (2 Timothy 3:15–17).

There are both internal and external proofs that the Bible is God’s Word. 

Internal Support for the Bible’s status as God’s Word 

Internal evidence is items found in the Bible that attest to its divine origin. The Bible’s cohesiveness is one internal proof that it is actually God’s Word. Even though it is really sixty-six unique books written over nearly 1,500 years on three continents in three different languages by more than 40 writers from various walks of life, the Bible remains one undivided book from beginning to finish without conflict. This uniformity distinguishes the Bible from all other texts. It demonstrates the divine origin of the words that God prompted mankind to record. 

Prophecy is another internal indication that the Bible is indeed God’s Word. The Bible includes hundreds of precise prophesies about the future of many countries, towns, and humanity as a whole. Other prophecies relate to the arrival of the Messiah, who will be the Savior of those who believe in Him. Biblical prophesies are much more specific than those found in other religious literature or by persons such as Nostradamus. The Old Testament contains almost three hundred predictions about Jesus Christ. Not only was His ancestry and where He would be born predicted but also how He would die and how He would rise again. There is no other logical way to interpret the fulfilled prophesies in the Bible other than to attribute them to a supernatural origin. There is no other religious text that includes detailed prophetic prophecy as the Bible. 

The Bible’s unique authority and power are a third internal indication of its divine origin. While this proof is more subjective than the previous two, it is no less effective in demonstrating that the Bible is God’s Word. The authority of the Bible is unlike that of any other book ever written. This power may be witnessed in the miraculous transformation of many lives. It has treated drug addicts, set free homosexuals, changed derelicts and deadbeats, rehabilitated hardened criminals, scolded sinners, and transformed hatred into love. The Bible does have a dynamic and transformative force that can only be explained by the fact that it is genuinely God’s Word. 

External Proof that the Bible is the Word of God 

There are other extrinsic proofs that the Bible is the accurate Word of God. One is the Bible’s historicity. Because the Bible describes historical events, its integrity must be verified in the same way any other historical source is. The historical stories of the Bible have been shown again and again to be accurate and truthful by archaeological evidence and extrabiblical literature. In reality, the Bible is the best-documented literature from the ancient world, based on archaeological and textual evidence. The fact that the Bible properly relates historically verifiable events establishes its claim to be the literal Word of God. It fosters faith in other issues addressed by the Bible. 

The integrity of the Bible’s human writers is yet another outward proof that it is genuinely God’s Word. When we examine the lives of the writers of Scripture, we see that they were honest and trustworthy. They were prepared to die, sometimes in agony, for what they believed demonstrates that these men sincerely felt God had spoken to















Core Christian beliefs


	Jesus is God's Son and equal to God (John 1:1, 49; Luke 22:70; Mark 3:11; Philippians 2:5–11). 

	Jesus led a sinless, spotless life (Hebrews 4:15; John 8:29). 

	(Matthew 26:28; 1 Corinthians 15:2–4) Jesus was crucified to pay the punishment for our sins. 

	We are saved by God's grace; that is, we cannot add to or subtract from Christ's accomplished work on the cross as full payment for our sins (Ephesians 2:8–9).
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