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All rights reserved. The reproduction, distribution or transmission in any form or by any means without the publisher’s prior written permission is strictly prohibited except as permitted by copyright law.

This novel is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents are entirely the product of the author’s imagination. Any resemblance to actual people, living or dead, or to businesses, companies, events, institutions or locales is entirely coincidental.
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​

As a reader, you may wonder why some words seem misspelt, but as an Australian writer, I use English spelling rather than the American style. So, no! I am not a poor speller; I have used the spell check with an Australian slant.

I loved recounting the story of Taylor and Craig, and I hope you enjoyed the unfolding tale of the trials and successes they endured.

If you enjoyed the book and have a moment to spare, I would appreciate a brief review on the page or site where you purchased it. Your help in spreading the word is appreciated. Reviews from readers like you make a massive difference in helping new readers find stories like Tainted Love

Contact me at

robyncrye.author@gmail.com
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Synopsis
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When Taylor meets Craig, she is sure he is husband material. He is good-looking, fun to be with, and kind and caring. Their relationship is everything she wanted, but things change when she meets Craig’s family. His mother is a snob who belittles Taylor for her middle-class upbringing. The woman is hateful, and Taylor begins to question whether she wants to put up with Marilyn Minchen for years or end the relationship.

Craig’s response to Taylor’s complaints about his mother is less than satisfactory, but Taylor sets aside her doubts. After the honeymoon, Taylor suspects that Marilyn plans to make her financially dependent on Craig so that, when the marriage finally ends, Taylor will be left impoverished. As Craig begins to stray, following a plan orchestrated by his mother, he assumes Taylor will turn a blind eye or risk becoming destitute. Unfortunately for Marilyn, Taylor has a few tricks up her sleeve, so when the final insult lands, Taylor walks away.

With her future unfettered by the Minchen family's toxic behaviour, Taylor meets and marries someone deserving of her affection.
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Craig and I had been together for four years and married for three. Our time together before he introduced me to his parents was blissful. He was attentive, considerate and amusing. We did quirky things together. We had a picnic in the public park, went to the zoo, hired a speedboat to cruise around the harbour, and spent a romantic night in a gondola with champagne and nibbles. I knew he was well-heeled, but it never occurred to me that his parents would challenge our relationship or cause so much angst during the wedding planning.

While the marriage seemed comfortable to our friends and family, I always felt something was missing. I suspected Craig was not as in love with me as I was with him, and as time wore on, I felt like nothing more than a maid and a suitable person to have sex with a few times a week. If I rang Craig at work, his personal assistant would take the call and assure me she would pass on my message, but he never rang back. That night, I questioned him about the ignored calls.

“Why don’t you ever take my phone call? Sometimes I want to chat with you, and that baracuda you have guiding your phone says she will tell you I rang, but I doubt she does.”

“If you want to live in the luxury you enjoy now, I don’t have time to take frivolous calls from you at all hours of the day.”

“I don’t ring often. What would happen if I had an emergency? You wouldn’t get the call until the emergency was resolved.”

Craig glared at me. “Don’t ring. If you have an emergency, call your parents.”

I felt my heart shrivel; I knew this man had, somewhere in the last year, lost the enthusiasm and care he had shown during our courtship, but his comment was callous.

The only time I called in on the off-chance that he was free for lunch, I had to battle the PA to have access to him. His shocked face and his brutal dismissal cured me of ever trying to be spontaneous again. The smirk his PA gave me as I left burned, but I refused to allow tears to fall until I was seated in my car.

When we married, Craig sat me down one evening after our honeymoon and said, “You will need to quit your job.”

I must have looked as stunned as I felt.

“What?”

“You need to quit your job. It doesn’t look good for you to be working when you could be helping my mother and Gigi with their charities. As the wife of a Minchen, you have a standard to uphold.”

“Why didn’t you raise this condition before we were married? I feel like you have ambushed me with a condition that was always going to be enforced?”

Craig had the decency to look embarrassed.

“The job thing wasn’t a condition for the marriage to go ahead, but my mother pointed out that with you working it didn’t look good.”

“Your mother thinks this? The woman who hijacked my wedding, the woman who can’t speak civilly any time she is within speaking distance. That woman?”

“Don’t be difficult, Taylor. There are compromises we need to make to maintain our reputation, and Mother is very clear that everyone should do their best not to call our reputation into question. Just do what she wants; the world is a much better place if we keep my mother happy.”

“And the next time your mother issues a decree, are we going to have to bow to her wishes? Every time she makes a decision that affects our lives, are we going to have to agree to it? Will she choose the right time to have children? Will she dictate how many children we should have? Surely this is our marriage and our business; why do you let her organise our lives?”

“Taylor, you are being overly emotional about something that will have very little impact on our lives.”

“Don’t try gaslighting me, Craig. I thought better of you. This decree from your mother might not affect you, but it makes me financially dependent on you and confines me to our home. I never signed up for a stay-at-home housewife. I signed a prenup, but being financially dependent on you would leave me destitute if you allowed your mother to convince you to divorce me. What kind of financial settlement would you propose, given that the prenup leaves me with only what I had before the marriage?”

Craig didn’t answer the financial aspect of my question; instead focusing on my desire not to be a stay-at-home housewife.

“You don’t have to stay at home. Help Gigi and mum with their charity.”

I snorted.

“Your mother’s charity functions are her way of planning lavish balls under the guise of raising money for charity. You forget that I’ve seen the expenditure, and it doesn’t take a genius to work out that ticket sales don't cover the costs. Even if your mother were genuine, I wouldn’t work with her. I don’t need any dealings with someone who will continually insult my family and me.”

“Don’t exaggerate. I spoke to my mother the last time you insisted, and she said she would temper her remarks.”

“Temper, not eliminate, and if you aren’t in the room, she sees it as free rein to say what she wants. After all, most of your family members are terrified of insulting her, so nobody defends me.”

Craig ran his hand through his hair.

“Regardless, you have to quit.”

Despite going over and over the issue, I refused to concede to his mother’s wishes, and Craig pushed for a resolution that would satisfy his mother.

How could Craig not know that my job was important to me, not
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