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The reports, etc., quoted in this book are, unless otherwise specified, from the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies contained in the serial numbers 43, 44, and 45, series I, volume XXVII, parts I, II and III. The quotations are not as a rule given in full but only such parts as give the thread of the story. The parts inclosed in brackets have been inserted to explain the meaning of the quotations.
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The Campaign and Battle of Gettysburg.

Military Situation June 1, 1863.
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The Civil War, begun in the spring of 1861, had been in progress two years. The United States had 500,000 troops actually in the field and 625,000 on the rolls.

In the Atlantic coastal plain, Union troops occupied West Point, Yorktown, Norfolk and Suffolk, Virginia, Plymouth, Washington Newbern and Beaufort, N. C., the islands along the coast of South Carolina between Charleston and the Savannah River, and Fernandina and St. Augustine, Florida. To protect the railroad connecting Richmond, Wilmington, Charleston and Savannah and the important towns along the railroad from raids or more serious operations by these Union troops, the Confederate government was compelled to leave a considerable force in the South Atlantic States.

In northern Virginia, where active operations had temporarily ceased, the opposing armies, the Army of the Potomac under Major General Joseph Hooker and the Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee, lay on opposite banks of the Rappahannock River midway between Washington and Richmond.

In West Virginia there were a number of Union garrisons to protect the State, and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad which traversed it, from Confederate raids.

In Kentucky, Major General Ambrose E. Burnside was organizing the Army of the Ohio to advance against Knoxville, Tennessee, held by Major General Simon B. Buckner.

In Tennessee, the Confederate troops had complete possession of the Tennessee Valley in the eastern part of the State, and the Union troops had complete possession of the western part of the State between the Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers. In middle Tennessee, between Murfreesboro and Shelbyville, the Army of the Cumberland under Major General William S. Rosecrans was facing the Army of Tennessee under General Braxton Bragg.

On the Mississippi River, the Army of the Tennessee under Major General Ulysses S. Grant was investing a Confederate force of 30,000 men under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton at Vicksburg and at the same time holding off the Army of Mississippi under General Joseph E. Johnston, which was being organized at Jackson, Mississippi.

In Louisiana, the Army of the Gulf under Major-General Nathaniel P. Banks was occupying New Orleans and the surrounding territory and also besieging Port Hudson, which was held by a Confederate garrison of 6,000 men under Major General Franklin Gardner.

In Arkansas, the Union troops held that part of the State north of the Arkansas River.

The situation on the Mississippi River gave the Confederate government great anxiety as the fall of Vicksburg would be a serious blow to the Confederate States. Since Johnston believed his army too weak to relieve the garrison of Vicksburg without material reinforcements, two plans had been suggested to meet the situation. One was to send one or more divisions of the Army of Northern Virginia to Johnston, and the other was to send these divisions with Johnston's army to Bragg in Tennessee. It was thought that a Confederate victory in Tennessee would compel Grant to raise the siege of Vicksburg and to go to the assistance of Rosecrans.

In view of the time required to make these combinations and the uncertainty of the results, neither President Jefferson Davis nor his principal military adviser, General Lee, was willing to assume the responsibility for either plan. By them, it was deemed best to attempt to offset the probable disasters on the Mississippi River by a victorious campaign in the East by the Army of Northern Virginia, strengthened as much as the resources of the East would permit.
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The Eastern Departments.
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The total strength of the Union troops in the East on May 31, was approximately:

Troops Present.

Department of Army of the Potomac——122,000; War Records. Volume 40 page 574.

Major General Joseph Hooker.

Department of Washington -—46,000; War Records. Volume 40 page 586.

Major General Samuel G. Heintzelman.

Middle department (Maryland and West Virginia). -—37,000; War Records. Volume 40 page 589.

Major General Robert C. Schenck.

Department of Virginia -—37,000; War Records. Volume 26 page 733.

Major General John A. Dix.

Department of North Carolina -—19,000; War Records. Volume 26 page 736.

Major General John G. Foster.

Department of the South -—19,000; War Records. Volume 20 page 461.

Major General David Hunter.

Total 280,000.

The total strength of the Confederate troops in the East on May 31, was approximately:

Troops Present Department of Northern Virginia -—89,000; War Records. Volume 40 page 846.

General Robert E. Lee.

Department of Western Virginia -—7,000; War Records. Volume 40 page 846.

Major General Samuel Jones.

Department of Richmond -—10,000; War Records. Volume 26 page 1,087.

Major General Arnold Elzey.

Department of North Carolina -—27,000; War Records. Volume 26 page 1,087.

Major General Daniel H. Hill.

Department of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. -—22,000; War Records. Volume 20 page 964.

Total 155,000.

In the report for the Army of Northern Virginia, the Valley District and two battalions of artillery, about 3,000 men are omitted, which would make the total 158,000.

These territorial departments were under the War Departments of the United and Confederate States, and no transfer of troops from one to another was possible without an order from their respective Presidents or Secretaries of War.
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Army of the Potomac.
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After the Chancellorsville campaign, the infantry divisions of the army were partially reorganized due to the expiration of the term of service of 22 regiments which were sent to their States to be mustered out. These losses were made up in the course of the campaign by transfers from other departments, the artillery was reorganized by consolidating the corps and divisional batteries of each army corps into a single brigade of corps artillery, and the artillery reserve of the arm; into five brigades of four batteries each. In the Chancellorsville campaign, the cavalry corps had been much reduced by its loss of horses. In the course of the Gettysburg campaign its strength was restored by the transfer of two brigades from another department.

On the battlefield of Gettysburg, the organization of the Army of the Potomac was as follows:

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC

Major General Joseph Hooker, until June 28.

Major General George G. Meade, after June 28.

I. Corps.

Major-Generals.

John F. Reynolds.

John Newton.

Number of Divisions.

1 James S. Wadsworth, Brigadier-General.

2 John C. Robinson, Brigadier-General.

3 Abner Doubleday, Major-General.

1 John C. Caldwell, Brigadier-General.

Brigades.

1 Soloman Meredith, Brigadier-General.

2 Lysander Cutler, Brigadier-General.

1 Gabriel R. Paul, Brigadier-General.

2 Henry Baxter, Brigadier-General.

1 Thomas A. Rowley, Brigadier-General.

2 Roy Stone, Colonel.

3 George J. Stannard, Brigadier-General.

1 Edward E. Cross, Colonel.

2 Patrick Kelly, Colonel.

3 Samuel K. Zook, Brigadier-General.

4 John R. Brooke, Colonel.

II. Corps.

Major-General.

Winfield S. Hancock.

Number of Divisions.

2 John Gibbon, Brigadier-General.

3 Alexander Hays, Brigadier-General.

1 David D. Birney, Major-General.

Brigades.

1 William Harrow, Brigadier-General.

2 Alexander Webb, Brigadier-General.

3 Norman J. Hall, Colonel.

1 Samuel S. Carroll, Colonel.

2 Thomas A. Smyth, Colonel.

3 George L. Willard, Colonel.

III. Corps.

Major-General.

Daniel E. Sickles.

Number of Divisions.

2 Andrew A. Humphreys, Brigadier-General.

1 James Barnes, Brigadier-General.

Brigades.

1 Charles K. Graham, Brigadier-General.

2 J. H. Hobart Ward, Brigadier-General.

3 Regis de Trobriand, Colonel.

1 Joseph B. Carr, Brigadier-General.

2 Wm. R. Brewster, Colonel.

3 George C. Burling, Colonel.

1 William S. Tilton, Colonel.

2 Jacob B. Sweitzer, Colonel.

3 Strong Vincent, Colonel.

V. Corps.

Major-Generals.

George G. Meade.

Number of Divisions.

2 George Sykes, Major-General.

Romeyn B. Ayres, Brigadier-General.

3 Samuel W. Crawford, Brigadier-General.

1 Horatio G. Wright, Brigadier-General.

Brigades.

1 Hannibal Day, Colonel.

2 Sidney Burbank, Colonel.

3 Stephen Weed, Brigadier-General.

1 William McCandless, Colonel.

2 Joseph W. Fisher, Colonel.

1 Alfred T. A. Torbert, Brigadier-General.

2 Joseph J. Bartlett, Brigadier-General.

3 David A. Russell, Brigadier-General.

VI. Corps.

Major-General.

John Sedgwick.

Number of Divisions.

2 Albion P. Howe, Brigadier-General.

3 John Newton, Major-General.

Frank Wheaton, Brigadier-General.

1 Francis C. Barlow, Brigadier-General.

Brigades.

1 Lewis A. Grant, Colonel.

2 Thomas H. Neill, Brigadier-General.

1 Alexander Shaler, Brigadier-General.

2 Henry L. Eustis, Colonel.

3 Frank Wheaton, Brigadier-General.

1 Leopold von Gilsa, Colonel.

2 Adelbert Ames, Brigadier-General.

XI Corps.

Major-General.

Oliver O. Howard.

Number of Divisions.

2 Adolph von Steinwehr, Brigadier-General.

3 Carl Schurz, Major-General.

1 Alpheus S. Williams, Brigadier-General.

Brigades.

1 Charles Coster, Colonel.

2 Orlando Smith, Colonel.

1 Alexander Schimmelfennig, Brigadier-General.

2 W. Krzyzanowski, Colonel.

1 Archibald L. McDougall, Colonel.

2 Henry H. Lockwood, Brigadier-General.

3 Thomas H. Ruger, Brigadier-General.

XII. Corps.

Major-General.

Henry W. Slocum.

Number of Divisions.

2 John W. Geary, Brigadier-General.

1 John Buford. Brigadier-General.

Brigades.

1 Charles Candy, Colonel.

2 George A. Cobham, Colonel.

3 George S. Greene, Brigadier-General.

1 William Gamble, Colonel.

2 Thomas C. Devin, Colonel.

3 Wesley Merritt, Brigadier-General.

Cavalry.

Major-General.

Alfred Pleasonton

Number of Divisions.

2 David McM. Gregg, Brigadier-General.

3 Judson Kilpatrick, Brigadier-General.

Brigades.

1 John B. McIntosh, Colonel.

2 Pennock Huey, Colonel.

3 J. Irvin Gregg, Colonel.

1 Elon J. Farnsworth, Brigadier-General.

2 George A. Custer, Brigadier-General.

Chief of Artillery.

Brigadier-General Henry J. Hunt.

I Corps 1 brigade -—5 batteries 28 guns.

II Corps 1 brigade -—5 batteries 24 guns.

III Corps 1 brigade -—5 batteries 30 guns.

V Corps 1 brigade -—5 batteries 26 guns.

VI Corps 1 brigade -—8 batteries 48 guns.

XI Corps 1 brigade -—5 batteries 26 guns.

XII Corps 1 brigade -—4 batteries 20 guns.

Artillery Reserve.

Brigadier-General Robert O. Tyler.

5 brigades -—21 batteries 110 guns, of which two batteries, eight 4 1/2 inch rifles, were not at Gettysburg.

Cavalry Corps.

2 brigades 9 batteries 50 guns.

Total guns in the artillery, 362; total guns at Gettysburg, 354.

Note.——Stannard's infantry brigade joined the I corps at Gettysburg on the evening of July 1. Hays' infantry brigade joined the II corps at Gum Spring on June 26. Crawford's infantry division joined the V Corps at Frederick June 28. Lockwood's infantry brigade joined the XII corps at Gettysburg July 2. Kilpatrick's cavalry division (formerly Stahel's) joined the cavalry corps at Frederick June 28.
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Army of Northern Virginia.

[image: ]


Between the battle of Fredericksburg in December 1862, and the battle of Chancellorsville in May 1863, the Army of Northern Virginia sent about 20,000 troops to southern Virginia and North Carolina to temporarily strengthen the Confederate forces threatened by Union movements from Suffolk, Virginia, and Newbern, N. C. In view of the importance of the campaign he was about to undertake, Lee did not deem it wise to move until these troops, or an equivalent number of others, had been sent him. This delayed the opening of the campaign until the first week in June. In the meantime the army was reorganized and as thoroughly armed and equipped as possible.

During the Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville campaigns, the army had been divided into two corps, commanded by James E. Longstreet and Thomas J. Jackson. When the latter died in May, Lee decided to reorganize his army into three corps. For the new corps commanders he recommended Richard S. Ewell and Ambrose P. Hill. Ewell was the senior division commander in the army and was the senior division commander of Jackson's Corps in its operations in the Shenandoah Valley, around Richmond, and in the Manassas campaign. In the last campaign mentioned, he was severely wounded and lost a leg. He returned to duty the latter part of May, but was hampered in his field duties by his inability to move without crutches when dismounted. A. P. Hill had been a division commander in the operations around Richmond, and a division commander in Jackson's Corps during the campaigns of Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg, and Chancellorsville. He was the senior division commander in that corps after Ewell was wounded, and the senior in the army with the exception of Ewell and McLaws. Lee had formed a high opinion of his abilities in the previous campaigns. He was somewhat handicapped for active service by ill health.

In forming the army into three corps, the eight infantry divisions were expanded to nine, thus giving three divisions to each corps. The artillery was reorganized by distributing the batteries of the artillery reserve among the three army corps so as to give, each corps five battalions of four batteries each. As the regulation battery contained four guns, the normal artillery armament of each corps was fixed at eighty guns. Although the five battalions were under the direction of the chief of artillery of the corps, one battalion was usually assigned to each infantry division and two were retained as a corps reserve. The cavalry division had a battalion of six batteries, and each of the brigades of the Valley District had one. In the Chancellorsville campaign, the Union cavalry had shown unusual boldness. This caused Lee to strengthen the cavalry of his own army by recalling one of its brigades, which had been sent to the Shenandoah Valley, and by adding a new one of two regiments, received from North Carolina under his cavalry commander, Major-General JamesE. Stuart, the regular cavalry division was being recruited and equipped near Culpeper, Virginia.

The organization of the Army of Northern Virginia in the Gettysburg campaign was as follows:

ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA.

General Robert E. Lee.

First Corps.

Lieutenant-General.

James E. Longstreet.

Divisions.

Major General.

1. Lafayette McLaws.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

John B. Kershaw.

William Barksdale.

Paul J. Semmes.

William T. Wofford.

Divisions.

Major General.

2. George E. Pickett.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

Richard B. Garnett.

James L. Kemper.

Lewis A. Armistead.

Divisions.

Major General.

3. John B. Hood.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

Evander Law.

Jerome B. Robertson.

George T. Anderson.

Henry L. Benning.

Second Corps.

Lieutenant-General.

Richard S. Ewell.

Divisions.

Major General.

1. Jubal A. Early.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

Harry T. Hays.

Robert F. Hoke (Isaac E. Avery).

William Smith.

John B. Gordon.

Major General.

2 Edward Johnson.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

1 George H. Steuart.

2 James A. Walker.

3 Francis T. Nicholls (J. M. Williams).

4 John M. Jones.

Major General.

3 Robert E. Rodes.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

1 Junius Daniel.

2 Alfred Iverson.

3 George Doles.

4 Stephen D. Ramseur.

5 Edward A. O'Neil.

Third Corps.

Lieutenant-General.

Ambrose P. Hill.

Major General.

1 Richard H. Anderson.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

1. Cadmus M. Wilcox.

2. Ambrose R. Wright.

3. William Mahone.

4. Edward A. Perry (David Lang).

5. Carnot Posey.

Major General.

2 Henry Heth.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

1. James J. Pettigrew.

2. John M. Brockenbrough (Colonel).

3. James J. Archer.

4. Joseph R. Davis.

Major General.

3 William D. Pender.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

1 James H. Lane.

2 Edward L. Thomas.

3 Alfred M. Scales.

4 Samuel McGowan (Abner Perrin).

Cavalry.

Major General.

James E. B. Stuart.

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

1 Wade Hampton.

2 Beverly H. Robinson.

3 Fitzhugh Lee.

4 Wm. F. H. Lee (John R. Chambliss).

5 William E. Jones.

Valley District and Department of Western Virginia

(cavalry and mounted infantry).

Brigades. Brigadier-Generals.

	Albert G. Jenkins.


2. John D. Imboden.

Chief of Artillery.

William N. Pendleton.

Longstreet's corps. -—5 battalions -—84 guns.

Ewell's corps -—5 battalions -—84 guns.

A. P. Hill's corps. -—5 battalions -—80 guns.

Cavalry corps. -—1 battalion -—24 guns.

Total Artillery 272.
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Plans.
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The object of the Gettysburg campaign is explained by Lee in his report:

The position occupied by the enemy opposite Fredericksburg being one in which he could not be attacked to advantage, it was determined to draw him from it. The execution of this project embraced the relief o f the Shenandoah Valley from the troops that had occupied the lower part of it during the winter and spring, and, if practicable, the transfer of the scene of hostilities north of the Potomac.

It was thought that the corresponding movements on the part of the enemy, to which those contemplated by us would probably give rise, might offer a fair opportunity to strike a blow at the army then commanded by General Hooker and that in any event that army would be compelled to leave Virginia and, possibly, to draw to its support troops designed to operate against other parts of the country.

In this way it was supposed that the enemy's plan of campaign for the summer would be broken up and part of the season of active operations be consumed in the formation of new combinations and the preparations they would require. In addition to these advantages, it was hoped that other valuable results might be attained by military success. Actuated by these and other important considerations, that may hereafter be presented, the movement began June 3.
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Fredericksburg to Culpeper.
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On June 3, the army corps of:Ewell and A. P. Hill, with the division of McLaws of Longstreet's corps, occupied the line of hills on the south bank of the Rappahannock River above and below Fredericksburg: Hood's division was at Verdiersville, and Pickett's division was near Hanover Junction, where it had been detained on its way from southern Virginia to observe a Union force that had been landed at West Point on the York River. With Pickett was Pettigrew's brigade of Hill's corps on its way to join him from North Carolina; Davis' brigade from the same State was expected by rail in a few days. Stuart had united his five regular cavalry brigades at Culpeper.

The Army of the Potomac was on the Falmouth side of the Rappahannock River opposite Fredericksburg. Toward the end of May, It was known that Stuart's cavalry was at Culpeper; fearing a raid, the Union cavalry corps was concentrated along the Alexandria-Gordonsville Railroad and the V army corps was directed to relieve the cavalry pickets from Banks Ford as far up the Rappahannock as Kelly Ford.

The opening movement of the campaign is described by Lee in a letter to President Davis, dated June 7.

I commenced to draw the army from the vicinity of Fredericksburg on Wednesday morning, June 3. McLaws' division of Longstreet's corps moved on that day. It was followed Thursday morning by Rodes division and on Friday by Early's and Johnson's of Ewell's corp. Hood's' division of Longstreet's corps, which had been previously advanced to the Rapidan, was directed, on the 3rd instant to move to Culpeper Court-House.

On the afternoon of Friday, the 5th instant, the enemy made open preparations to cross the Rappahannock at the old position at the mouth of Deep Run. After driving back our sharpshooters, under a furious cannonade from their batteries, by a force of skirmishers, they crossed a small body of troops, and occupied the bank of the river. It was so devoid of concealment, that I supposed the intention was to ascertain what forces occupied the position of Fredericksburg, or to fix our attention upon that place while they should accomplish some other object. I thought it prudent to send that night to General Ewell to halt his march until I could see what the next day would develop, and placed A. P. Hill's corps in position to meet any attack that might be made the next morning.

After watching the enemy's operations Saturday (6th), and being unable to discover more troops than could be attended to by A. P. Hill, and no advance having been made by them, I sent forward to General Ewell to resume his march and left Fredericksburg myself in the evening. My conclusion was that the enemy had discovered the withdrawal of our troops from Fredericksburg, and wished to detain us there while he made corresponding changes.

I have with me two divisions of Longstreet's corps and the three divisions of Ewell's. I desire to bring up the remaining division of Longstreet (Pickett's), and send you a dispatch in the morning, requesting that (J. R.) Cooke should be advanced to this place, and that (M.) Jenkins be brought from the Blackwater to replace Cooke. If it is true, as reported by General Elzey, that only 1,500 of the enemy remain at Suffolk, Ransom's brigade will be more than sufficient for that line. West Point being evacuated, and the force at Yorktown reduced, there is nothing to be apprehended from that quarter and Cooke and Jenkins should be directed to follow me as soon as you think it safe for them to do so.

As far as I can learn, the enemy appears to be extending up the Rappahannock from Fredericksburg. The whole line of the Rappahannock is guarded closely, every ford defended and closely picketed to Beverly's above Rappahannock [railroad] bridge. His cavalry is massed from Catletts to Bealeton, Stoneman's headquarters being on Cedar Run.

I think if I create an apprehension for the safety of their right flank and the Potomac, more troops will be brought from their line of operations in the South. But to gain any material advantage I should, if possible, have a large force, as their army by all accounts, is represented as very large.

If it is true, as stated in the Northern papers, that General Hunter's forces have been reduced by reinforcements being sent to the Gulf, it would be well for General Beauregard, with the force made available by this withdrawal, to be sent to reinforce Johnston in the West, or be ordered to reinforce this army. If these troops remain where they are, their services will be lost to the country, and they will become a prey to disease.

Foreseeing Lee's probable movement. Hooker had already decided that if Lee withdrew a part of his army, he would attack the part left at Fredericksburg; it was with this intent that he sent a division across the river as described by Lee. At the same time, however, he requested authority for this attack in a telegram to President Lincoln, June 5.

Under instructions from the major general commanding the army, dated January 31, I am instructed to keep in view always the importance of covering Washington and Harpers Ferry, either directly or by so operating as to be able to punish any force of the enemy sent against them. In the event the enemy should move, as I almost anticipate he will, the head of his column will probably be headed for the Potomac, via Gordonsville or Culpeper, while the rear will rest at Fredericksburg.

After giving the subject my best reflection, I am of the opinion that it is my duty to pitch into his rear, although in so doing the head of his column may reach Warrenton before I can return. Will it be within the spirit of my instructions to do so?

Replies were sent the same day both by the President and by Major General Henry W. Halleck, commanding the army, disapproving his proposed movement. In the meantime, however, Hooker had sent a division of the VI corps across the river and entrenched it there. One division of this corps was kept on the south bank until the night of June 13.

En route to Culpeper, Lee dispatched the following orders, dated June 7, to the commanders of the two mounted brigades of the Valley District and the Department of Western Virginia.

Brigadier General A. G. Jenkins, via Staunton.

General:——I desire you to have your command ready to be concentrated at Strasburg or Front Royal, or any point in front of either, by Wednesday the 10th instant, with a view to cooperate with a force of infantry. Your pickets can be kept in advance as far as you deem best, toward Winchester. See to their arms, ammunition, and equipments, and make arrangements for provisions and forage. Send me all the information you have about the position and strength of the enemy at Winchester, Charlestown, Berryville and any other point where they may be. Keep your horses as fresh as you can, and have your whole command prepared for active service.

Brigadier General John D. Imboden, via Staunton.

General:——In view of the operations in the Shenandoah Valley, I desire you to attract the enemy's attention in Hampshire County, and to proceed down to Romney or such other point as you may consider best calculated for the purpose. After leaving a sufficient guard on the Shenandoah Mountain, you can use the rest of your command for the purpose specified. In attracting their attention and detaining whatever force they may have at New Creek, Cumberland, Cacapon, etc., you will of course do them all the damage in your power by striking them a damaging blow at any point where opportunity offers, and where you deem most practicable.

It will be important, if you can accomplish it, to destroy some of the bridges, so as to prevent communication and the transfer of reinforcements to Martinsburg.

After accomplishing what you can in Hampshire, should you find it practicable or advantageous, you can cooperate with any troops you may find operating in the valley. Forward to the commanding officer of the force there, any information that you may deem important, and comply with any requisition on his part.

I desire you to move into Hampshire as soon as possible. Let me know the time of your departure and the time of your expected arrival. In connection with this purpose, it is important that you should obtain for the army, all the cattle that you can. I hope that you will also be able to collect recruits for your brigade, both cavalry and infantry, and bring them out with you.

Hampshire was the county of which Romney was the county seat. A demonstration there would divert attention from the Shenandoah Valley. The bridges were on the B. and O. Railroad.

From Culpeper on June 8, Lee wrote to the Secretary of War as follows:

As far as I can judge, there is nothing to be gained by this army remaining quietly on the defensive, which it must do unless it can be reinforced. I am aware that there is difficulty and hazard in taking the aggressive with so large an army in its front, entrenched behind a river, where it cannot be advantageously attacked. Unless it can be drawn out in a position to be assailed, it will take its own time to prepare and strengthen itself to renew its advance on Richmond, and force this army back within the entrenchments of that city. This may result in any event; still, I think it is worth a trial to prevent such a catastrophe. Still, if the department thinks it better to remain on the defensive, and guard as far as possible all the avenues of approach, and await the time of the enemy, I am ready to adopt that course. You have therefore only to inform me.

I think our southern coast might be held during the sickly season by local troops, aided by a small organized force, and predatory excursions of the enemy be repressed. This would give us an active force in the field with which we might hope to make some impression on the enemy both on our northern and western frontiers. Unless this can be done, I see little hope of accomplishing anything of importance. All our military preparations and organizations should now be pressed forward with the greatest vigor, and every exertion made
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