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The Sweet Dream and the Stark Reality
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Every believer who senses the call of God into ministry often begins with a deep sense of excitement. Visions, dreams, prophecies, and the inner conviction of being chosen fuel an expectation that walking with God and serving in ministry will be nothing short of glorious. We picture ourselves preaching to crowds, laying hands on the sick, traveling nations, and being applauded as heroes of faith.

But soon, the fantasy of ministry collides with the reality of walking with God. The pathway is filled with moments of testing, loneliness, sacrifice, rejection, and sometimes heartbreak. The same people who once applauded may turn to criticize. The same church that lifted hands in worship may grow cold and indifferent.

This book seeks to unmask the fantasy surrounding ministry and walking with God, while also confronting the dilemmas that come with it. It is a biblical reflection filled with practical lessons and examples from the lives of God's servants.

The goal is not to discourage, but to prepare. For Jesus said in Luke 14:28:


"For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?" — Luke 14:28
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CHAPTER ONE

The Fantasy of Ministry
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The Mirage of the Throne
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The inception of a divine call is often accompanied by a whirlwind of celestial excitement. It is that "honeymoon phase" of the spirit where the vision is vivid, the passion is palpable, and the dreams are draped in gold. In this stage, many young ministers-in-waiting spend their nights pacing their rooms, imagining themselves as the next Moses parting the Red Sea of their generation, the next Elijah calling down fire on a modern Carmel, or the next Apostle Paul standing boldly before the philosophers of Mars Hill.

There is a seductive whisper that accompanies the call: the idea that once you say "Yes" to God, the red carpet of destiny will automatically unfurl at your feet. We fall in love with the image of ministry before we have encountered the industry of ministry. We imagine the roar of the crowd, the weight of the anointing, and the instant recognition of our names in the halls of faith. This is the Fantasy of Ministry — the belief that the mantle comes without the mountain and the crown comes without the cross.

The Disciples and the Mirage

This fantasy is not a modern malady; it is an ancient human condition. Even those who walked in the physical presence of the Master were not immune to its allure. In Mark 10:37, we see James and John, the "Sons of Thunder," approaching Jesus with a request that revealed their hearts were still wandering in the desert of fantasy:


"Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory." — Mark 10:37


They were looking at Jesus, but they were seeing a political revolutionary. They imagined a palace in Jerusalem, embroidered robes, and the exercise of power over the Romans. They were campaigning for cabinet positions while Jesus was preparing for a Roman stake. They wanted the glory of the right hand, but they had not yet understood the gore of the middle cross. Like many today, they were in love with the destination of authority but were completely blind to the path of agony.

Modern Manifestations of the Fantasy

The fantasy has evolved in its appearance, but its root remains the same: a desire for impact without investment.


•  The Viral Visionary: The young preacher who spends more time perfecting his "Instagram reel" than his secret place of prayer. He believes his first sermon will go viral, the world will marvel at his eloquence, and he will be catapulted into global stardom overnight. He forgets that the "suddenly" of God is usually preceded by twenty years of "faithfully."

•  The Entitled Evangelist: He believes that because he has a "word," people are obligated to sow into him. He imagines five-figure checks appearing in his mailbox simply because he has responded to the call. He sees ministry as a financial shortcut rather than a sacrificial service.

•  The Protected Prophet: He imagines that every vision will be received with standing ovations. He hasn't prepared for the "cave" years or the seasons where his word is tested by fire, mocked by the world, and even doubted by the Church.


The Reality Check

Ministry is not built on the shifting sands of fantasy; it is anchored in the bedrock of faith, discipline, and grueling perseverance. Fantasy seeks to skip the "backside of the desert" where Moses spent forty years tending sheep. Fantasy wants the fire on the altar but refuses to be the wood that is consumed.


Admonishment: If you are in love with the stage, you are in love with a fantasy. If you are in love with the people — their pain, their brokenness, and their restoration — you are ready for ministry. You must kill the fantasy before the fantasy kills your calling.



✦  ✦  ✦

90-Day Action Plan

Chapter One

This action plan is a deep-dive, strategic mobilization specifically designed to dismantle the Fantasy of Ministry described in Chapter 1. If you are to move from the mirage of the throne to the reality of the mandate, you must undergo a systematic deconstruction of your expectations and a reconstruction of your daily habits.

The following is a 7-Step Strategic Action Plan to transition from a "Dreamer of Greatness" to a "Servant of the Kingdom."

Phase 1: The Internal Demolition (Days 1–7)

Step 1: The "Fantasy" Audit and Repentance

Before God can build a true ministry, He must burn the idols of the "fantasy" ministry. We often unknowingly worship our own potential rather than the Potentate.


•  The Motive Inventory: Take a notebook and find a place of total solitude. Answer these three questions with brutal, painful honesty:

◦  If I were guaranteed that I would never be famous, never have a large social media following, and never be "the lead" on a stage, would I still want to do this?

◦  Am I more in love with the idea of being a "Prophet/Preacher/Leader" than I am with the actual souls of broken people?

◦  Who am I trying to "prove" something to with this call? (A parent, a rival, or my own ego?)

•  The Repentance Prayer: Formally apologize to God for any "James and John" moments where you sought a seat of honor without seeking the cup of suffering. Ask Him to "starve" your ego and "feed" your spirit.


Phase 2: The Secret Place Infrastructure (Days 8–21)

Step 2: Establishing the "Quiver" Season

In Chapter 1, we learned that God hides His arrows before He shoots them. You cannot go "viral" for God until you have been "buried" in God.


•  The 3:1 Ratio Rule: For every one hour you spend "doing" ministry (preparing a sermon, posting content, leading a meeting), you must commit to three hours of "secret" ministry (private prayer, deep study, silent meditation). If you cannot sustain the private ratio, you are living in a fantasy.

•  The Hidden Service Project: Perform three acts of ministry this week that nobody will ever find out about. You are forbidden from posting about it, telling your spouse, or hinting at it in a testimony.

◦  Examples: Pay for a stranger's groceries anonymously; clean the church toilets when no one is watching; spend two hours praying specifically for another minister's success.

•  The Anchor Verse: Select a "Death to Self" verse (like Galatians 2:20 or John 3:30) and memorize it. Recite it every time you feel the "Fantasy" itch for recognition.


Phase 3: The Discipline of the "Small" (Days 22–45)

Step 3: Killing the "Viral" Delusion

The fantasy tells you that you are "too big" for small tasks. The Spirit tells you that if you aren't faithful in the small, you are a danger in the large.


•  The "Backside of the Desert" Assignment: Find a task in your local church or community that is "beneath" your perceived anointing. Volunteer for it for the next 30 days.

◦  If you are a "Great Preacher," volunteer for the parking lot team.

◦  If you are a "Worship Leader," volunteer for the nursery or the setup crew.

•  The Feedback Loop: Ask a mentor or a leader to give you a "Critique of Character." Do not ask them how your "gifting" is; ask them how your submission and patience are. Listen without defending yourself.

•  The Content Fast: Stop checking analytics, likes, or shares for 14 days. If your peace depends on a "digital crowd," you are building a kingdom of sand.


Phase 4: Financial and Relational Integrity (Days 46–60)

Step 4: Dismantling the "Entitled Evangelist"

Chapter 1 warned against the fantasy that "money will just appear." Real ministry requires the stewardship of the "Tents" like the Apostle Paul.


•  The "Tent-Making" Strategy: If you are currently waiting for "ministry support" to live, create a secondary stream of income immediately. Do not allow your call to become a burden on the very people you are called to serve.

•  The Relational Audit: Are you using people as "rungs on a ladder" to your success? Identify three people in your life who can do absolutely nothing to "advance" your ministry and spend time serving them this week.

•  The Financial Transparency Check: Ensure your personal finances are beyond reproach. You cannot lead people into spiritual freedom if you are a slave to financial fantasy and debt.


Phase 5: The Endurance Marathon (Days 61–90)

Step 5: Preparing for the "Tarrying"

The fantasy expects instant results. The Action Plan requires a "marathon" mindset.


•  The 5-Year Vision Board: Instead of a 1-year goal, write out what faithfulness looks like 5 years from now. Focus on qualities, not quantities. (e.g., "I will be more patient," not "I will have 5,000 members.")

•  The "Saul" Shield: When you see others "rising" faster than you, practice the "Rejoice with those who rejoice" discipline. Send a message of genuine encouragement to someone who is succeeding in the area where you are currently in obscurity.

•  The Final Covenant: Sign a written contract between you and the Holy Spirit.

◦  Clause 1: I will stay at my post when the pews are empty.

◦  Clause 2: I will speak the Truth even when it costs me my "Crown."

◦  Clause 3: I will find my reward in the Father's gaze, not the world's praise.


The Closing Admonishment: The Death of the Dreamer

This action plan is designed to kill the "Mirage of the Throne" so that the "Man of God" can live. The fantasy of ministry


Final Next Step:


d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE FANTASY
AND DILEMMA OF
WALKING WITH GOD
AND MINISTRY

A \

-' 3 "\ | s Y | o
; Apostle bhclrles'Benmah McCarthy
P, U SV TR





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





