


[image: A Little Bit of Bowie by Summersdale Publishers. A silhouette of Bowie as Ziggy Stardust, with a mullet, lipstick and the iconic lightning bolt across the right side of his face.]







[image: A Little Bit of Bowie by Summersdale Publishers. A silhouette of Bowie as Ziggy Stardust, with a mullet, lipstick and the iconic lightning bolt across the right side of his face. Summersdale Publishers logo.]






A LITTLE BIT OF BOWIE

Copyright © Octopus Publishing Group Limited, 2025

All rights reserved.

Text by Abi Reeves

No part of this book may be reproduced by any means, nor transmitted, nor translated into a machine language, without the written permission of the publishers.

Condition of Sale

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

An Hachette UK Company

www.hachette.co.uk

Summersdale Publishers

Part of Octopus Publishing Group Limited 

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

LONDON 

EC4Y 0DZ

UK

www.summersdale.com

The authorized representative in the 
EEA is Hachette Ireland, 8 Castlecourt 
Centre, Dublin 15, D15 XTP3, Ireland 
(email: info@hbgi.ie)

eISBN: 978-1-83799-871-5


Substantial discounts on bulk quantities of Summersdale books are available to corporations, professional associations and other organizations. For details contact general enquiries: telephone: +44 (0) 1243 771107 or email: enquiries@summersdale.com.



This book is unofficial and is not endorsed by or in any other way connected with the estate of David Bowie. Every effort has been made to ensure that all information is correct. Should there be any errors, we apologize and shall be pleased to make the appropriate amendments in any future editions.








Introduction

[image: ]
Whether you know him as Ziggy Stardust, Aladdin Sane, the Thin White Duke or, simply, David Bowie, one thing’s for sure – he was one of the most influential, innovative and ingenious creative forces of all time. A shape-shifting, ever-ch-ch-changing, culture-crafting legend, he helped mould the modern musical landscape as we know it, leaving behind a legacy of planetary proportions.

From Brixton to Bromley, Berlin, New York and beyond, this book charts some of the most remarkable moments of Bowie’s life and music. The fascinating facts, quotes and quiz questions within will inspire and entertain fans both new and old, giving you a chance to put your knowledge to the test, pick up essential trivia titbits and revel in Bowie’s avant-garde attitudes and approach.

Put on your reading shoes and get ready to dance alongside the Starman himself, as you delve into the wild and wonderful world of David Bowie…

[image: ]





Tomorrow belongs to 

[image: ]
those who can hear it coming.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID
YOU
KNOW...



David Bowie was born David Robert Jones on 8 January 1947 in Brixton, London. Before finally settling on his iconic stage name, he tried out the monicker “Davy Jones” for a bit and even went by “Tom Jones” for a short while!




A creative genius, Bowie produced music at a prolific rate. But just how many studio albums – not including his soundtracks or side projects – did he release during his lifetime?

[image: ]
a) 12

b) 26

c) 42





Fame itself, of course, doesn’t really afford you anything more than a good seat in a restaurant.

DAVID BOWIE
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DID
YOU
KNOW...



In 1969, Bowie enjoyed his first major breakthrough with “Space Oddity”, which was released to coincide with the Apollo 11 moon landing. Despite being one of his most well-known songs today, it didn’t reach number one in the UK singles charts until 1975, when it was re-released!




Not all of Bowie’s songs are masterpieces, and in 1967 Bowie released one of his not-so-fantastic singles. It’s still well worth a listen – and undoubtedly entertaining – but what is it called?

[image: ]
a) “The Laughing Gnome”

b) “The Crying Statue”

c) “The Dancing Goblin”





[image: ]
I’ve come to the realization that I have absolutely no idea what I’m doing half the time.

DAVID BOWIE
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DID 
YOU 
KNOW…



After Reality came out in 2003, Bowie didn’t release another studio album for nearly ten years, taking the music world by surprise with the launch of The Next Day in March 2013. Up until then, the album had been kept a strict secret – the musicians involved had to sign non-disclosure agreements, while Bowie’s record label didn’t even know the album was being recorded until late 2012!




Bowie’s seminal 1971 album, Hunky Dory, features a song about a famous artist who Bowie would later go on to meet and perform the track to – who was it?

[image: ]
a) Andy Warhol

b) Georgia O’Keeffe

c) Pablo Picasso





I’m always amazed that people take what I say seriously. 

[image: ]
I don’t even take what I am seriously.

DAVID BOWIE
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DID
YOU
KNOW...



On 3 July 1973, Bowie astounded thousands of fans by “retiring” his alter ego, Ziggy Stardust, during a gig at the Hammersmith Odeon in London. After making his shock announcement, Bowie – or, at this point still, Ziggy – went on to perform “Rock ’n’ Roll Suicide”: a very fitting finale.




After suffering a heart attack during a show in Germany in 2003, Bowie never toured again. But which year marked his final ever live performance, at a charity fundraiser in New York?

[image: ]
a) 2004

b) 2006

c) 2008





[image: ]
I don’t want to climb out of my fantasies in order to go up on stage; I want to take them on stage with me.

DAVID BOWIE
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DID 
YOU 
KNOW…



Always one to challenge convention, in 1964, Bowie went on TV at the age of just 17 to bring to attention society’s harassment of men with long hair. He brilliantly claimed to have founded The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Long-Haired Men to bring this injustice to light.




The following musicians all collaborated with Bowie in the 1970s, but who put down their go-to instrument to play the piano on the 1972 track “Lady Stardust”?

[image: ]
a) Rick Wakeman

b) Trevor Bolder

c) Mick Ronson





I find only freedom 

[image: ]
in the realms of eccentricity.

DAVID BOWIE
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DID
YOU
KNOW...



Music producer Tony Visconti once explained the ingenious way he achieved the distinctive lead guitar sound heard on Bowie’s “‘Heroes’”. By playing three guitar tracks (which had been laid down separately by guitarist Robert Fripp) together at the same time, Visconti was able to create the ethereal, soaring feel of the final piece.




During concerts on his 1974 Diamond Dogs Tour, Bowie would nonchalantly French kiss a skull while performing which one of the following songs?

[image: ]
a) “Hang onto Yourself”

b) “Suffragette City”

c) “Cracked Actor”





I thrive on mistakes. If I haven’t made three good 
mistakes in a week, 

[image: ]
then I’m not worth anything. 

DAVID BOWIE
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DID 
YOU 
KNOW…



Despite being a multi-instrumentalist, Bowie didn’t play anything on Let’s Dance, the first studio album where he only sang. The whole album was recorded in less than three weeks, going straight to number one in the UK Albums chart when it was released in April 1983.




Which reptile gets a mention at the start of “Moonage Daydream”, the third track on Bowie’s legendary 1972 album The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars?

[image: ]
a) Tortoise

b) Alligator

c) Lizard





I’m an instant star. Just add water and stir.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID
YOU
KNOW...



Bowie always made sure to put on an unforgettable performance. His ultra-ambitious North American Diamond Dogs Tour kicked off in Montréal, Canada, in June 1974, with shows involving elaborate choreography, various props, costume changes, a 6-tonne set designed to look like a city… and even a hydraulic cherry picker.




Which political debate did Bowie voice his opinion on through Kate Moss, when she accepted the Brit Award for Best British Male Solo Artist on Bowie’s behalf in 2014?

[image: ]
a) Brexit

b) Scottish independence referendum

c) UK Net Zero Initiative





[image: ]
My feeling is that I need people a lot. I know that feeling so well.

DAVID BOWIE
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DID 
YOU 
KNOW…



In 1992, Bowie married the model, actor and entrepreneur Iman Mohamed Abdulmajid in a private ceremony in Switzerland. His 1993 album Black Tie White Noise pays tribute to his marriage to Iman, most notably in tracks like “The Wedding Song”.




A vampire, a scientist, the Goblin King: Bowie adopted an eclectic mix of film roles over the years. But in which movie does he play himself?

[image: ]
a) Christiane F.

b) The Hunger

c) The Linguini Incident





I think it all comes back to being very selfish as an artist. 

[image: ]
I mean, I really do just write and record what interests me.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID 
YOU 
KNOW…



As well as having an insatiable musical appetite, Bowie was a rapacious reader, bringing storage boxes full of books on tour with him and supposedly transporting about 400 books to Mexico ahead of filming The Man Who Fell to Earth.




In the 1971 masterpiece “Life on Mars?”, background noise can be heard toward the end of the song. What’s the source?

[image: ]
a) A fire alarm

b) The studio doorbell

c) A ringing telephone





As Picasso said, it’s not what you steal, it’s how you use it.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID
YOU
KNOW...



Bowie’s 1970 album The Man Who Sold the World wasn’t performed live in its entirety until 2014, although Bowie himself didn’t take part. Instead, two of the musicians who played on the album – producer and bassist, Tony Visconti, and drummer, Woody Woodmansey – performed the full album live for the first time while touring as part of the supergroup Holy Holy.




Over the course of his career, Bowie collaborated with ex-Velvet Underground frontman Lou Reed on multiple occasions. On which one of these Lou Reed songs did Bowie provide backing vocals?

[image: ]
a) “Sally Can’t Dance”

b) “Lady Day”

c) “Satellite of Love”





[image: ]
I do believe in extraterrestrials, but it’s not a significant part of my life.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID
YOU
KNOW...



The one and only John Lennon helped to inspire Bowie’s iconic 1975 single “Fame”. While hanging out with Bowie in the studio, Lennon started singing the word “aim” on top of a funky riff developed by guitarist Carlos Alomar – an “f” was added, and an instant classic was born!




Who did Bowie believe to be “the future of music”? (This singer would eventually go on to perform a tribute to Bowie at the Brit Awards in 2016, following his death earlier that year.)

[image: ]
a) St. Vincent

b) Lorde

c) Lady Gaga





If you feel safe in the area you’re working in, 

[image: ]
you’re not working in the right area.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID 
YOU 
KNOW…



For a period in the late 1970s, Bowie shared an apartment with Iggy Pop in West Berlin. Together, they recorded The Idiot and Lust for Life, two of Iggy’s most critically acclaimed albums. Bowie even played keyboards on Iggy’s tour in early 1977 – talk about friendship!




Who played the bass on the Earthling (1997) and The Next Day (2013) albums?

[image: ]
a) Gail Ann Dorsey

b) Carmine Rojas

c) George Murray





I think it’s terribly dangerous for an artist to fulfil other people’s expectations.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID
YOU
KNOW...



Although a man of formidable talent, Bowie didn’t actually do his own juggling while playing Jareth, the Goblin King, in Labyrinth. Michael Moschen, a professional juggler, would crouch behind Bowie during filming, performing Jareth’s mesmerizing crystal ball tricks without even being able to see what he was doing!




Which track from the 1979 album Lodger was conceived after Bowie played his early 1970s anthem “All the Young Dudes” backwards?

[image: ]
a) “Look Back in Anger”

b) “Fantastic Voyage”

c) “Move On”





[image: ]
Confront a corpse at least once. The absolute absence of life is the most disturbing and challenging confrontation you will ever have.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID 
YOU 
KNOW…



Contrary to popular belief, Bowie’s eyes weren’t actually different colours. At the age of 15, he suffered a permanently dilated left pupil – the result of an unfortunately nasty punch from his friend, George Underwood, during an argument over a girl – meaning one eye would often appear darker than the other.




Which one of the following albums does not constitute part of Bowie’s “Berlin Trilogy”?

[image: ]
a) Station to Station

b) Low

c) Lodger





[image: ]
I always had a repulsive sort of need to be something more than human.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID
YOU
KNOW...



When writing lyrics, Bowie sometimes took inspiration from the Beat Generation writer William S. Burroughs, who utilized the “cut-up technique”: where existing text is cut into pieces, rearranged and juxtaposed to form new word combinations. According to Bowie, the method helped activate his imagination – he’d go on to use it at various points throughout his career.




In the 1990s, Bowie collaborated with another creative genius, also called David. Which of David Lynch’s films did Bowie act in?

[image: ]
a) Mulholland Drive

b) Twin Peaks: Fire 
Walk with Me

c) Blue Velvet





[image: ]
As a person, I’m fairly uncomplicated.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID 
YOU 
KNOW…



As well as being one of the best songwriters of all time, Bowie was an excellent singer, with an impressive vocal range of over three and a half octaves. But when Bowie was at school, his teachers rated his singing voice to be – get this – “adequate”!




The work of which writer is prominently referenced in Bowie’s 1974 album Diamond Dogs?

[image: ]
a) George Orwell

b) Mina Loy

c) Jack Kerouac





[image: ]
A lot of what I’ve done is about alienation… about where you fit in society.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID
YOU
KNOW...



To celebrate his fiftieth birthday in 1997, Bowie put on a star-studded concert at New York’s Madison Square Garden, raising money for Save the Children. Featuring a line-up of incredible artists, the show saw Bowie perform alongside Lou Reed, Sonic Youth, The Cure’s Robert Smith and Frank Black of the Pixies, to name a few!




Which movie actor features in the music video for “The Stars (Are Out Tonight)” from The Next Day (2013)?

[image: ]
a) Isabella Rossellini

b) Susan Sarandon

c) Tilda Swinton





I change my mind a lot. 

[image: ]
I usually don’t agree with what I say very much. I’m an awful liar.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID 
YOU 
KNOW…



On 7 December 2015, Bowie made his final public appearance at the opening night of his musical, Lazarus, in New York. The story of Lazarus follows on from The Man Who Fell to Earth, a novel by Walter Tevis. Back in 1976, Bowie had starred in the Nicolas Roeg film based on Tevis’ book.




In which 1996 film does Bowie sport glasses and a wig to play the role of pop artist Andy Warhol?

[image: ]
a) Basquiat

b) I Shot Andy Warhol

c) Eraser





Sometimes I’m so happy I depress people.

DAVID BOWIE



[image: ]
DID
YOU
KNOW...



Bowie could play a diverse range of instruments, including the guitar, piano, violin, harmonica, recorder, Stylophone, cello and even the koto
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