
		
			[image: 9781633573406.jpg]
		


		
			Echoes of Thunder

			A COLLECTION OF CHRISTIAN
QUOTES and GODLY WIT

			Ron Metheny

			CrossLink Publishing

			RAPID CITY, SD

			Copyright © 2020 by Ron Metheny.

			All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the publisher, addressed “Attention: Permissions Coordinator,” at the address below.

			Metheny/CrossLink Publishing

			1601 Mt. Rushmore Rd., Ste 3288

			Rapid City, SD 57701

			www.crossLinkPublishing.com

			Ordering Information:

			Quantity sales. Special discounts are available on quantity purchases by corporations, associations, and others. For details, contact the “Special Sales Department” at the address above.

			Echoes of Thunder/Ron Metheny. —1st ed.

			Library of Congress Control Number: 2020941581

		


		
		


		
			For my two favorite distractions upon this earth

			My wife, Fawne, and son, Dylan
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			Preface

			Because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs.

			- Ecclesiastes -

			Over twenty-five years ago, an elder offered a gem of advice unto a fledgling young preacher: “Get a good book of quotations, and along with God’s Word, let it be your constant companion.” As you may have guessed, that young preacher was me. I took my mentor’s advice and immediately scurried to the mom-and-pop bookstore in my hometown. To my recollection, there wasn’t a great variety from which to choose (at least, not in the genre for which I was looking), but I did manage to secure a paperback copy of Walter B. Knight’s Master Book of New Illustrations. The volume still resides in my personal library today, and overall, isn’t a bad resource to have. In fact, that book turned out to be an adequate supply-train of anecdotes and quotes to get me through the formative years of my ministry. But after a few years pastoring my first church, I began to appreciate the emphatic truth in Thomas Aquinas’ enduring words: “Beware the man of a single book.” 

			The demand for preaching over 150 sermons annually to a single congregation had effectively exhausted my reserve of pastoral help from a lone book. It was time to broaden my horizon and become a man of countless books. Don’t be mistaken. My mentor did not steer me wrong when he spoke in the singular. He had merely offered momentary advice at the onset of ministry, recognizing my meager means and income at the time. He was essentially telling me: 

			
					It was necessary for me to get a book of quotations; and 

					If I could only afford to buy one, I’d be wise to make it a good one. Mission accomplished. Objective met. I had done just as he said. And that one book had indeed served me well in the season for which it was intended.

			

			Now, here I am, decades later, having compiled what will hopefully be an anthology of quotations that shall serve the reader well in this present hour, and also stand out as a collection that he or she shall return to in the years ahead. While none of these sayings is my own off-spring, they have nonetheless imprinted upon me. They are a part of me. I have oft-quoted them in both sermons and everyday conversations alike, and feel that I shall continue to do so for however long that I might live. The contents as a whole have proven itself to be a faithful companion in both my personal and professional life. My prayer is that others might discover the same companionship between its covers, regardless of whether Echoes of Thunder is one among many, or the one and only source of Christian quotes poised upon the reader’s shelf. Happy reading, and God bless!

			Ron Metheny

			Central City, Kentucky

			May 2020

		


		
			Section I

			On The Divine 

		


		
			God

			I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

			Revelation 1:8

			“There can be but one Infinite.”

			Elisha Coles

			“Disregard the study of God, and you sentence yourself to stumble and blunder through life blindfolded.”

			J. I. Packer

			“God is; if He were not, nothing could be.”

			Richard Sibbes

			“Without God, God cannot be known.”

			Irenaeus

			“A man’s concept of God creates his attitude toward the hour in which he lives.”

			G. Campbell Morgan

			“If God exists, everything is possible; if there is no God, everything is permitted.”

			Fyodor Dostoyevsky

			“Were we able to extract from any man a complete answer to the question, ‘What comes into your mind when you think about God?’ we might predict with certainty the spiritual future of that man.”

			A. W. Tozer

		


		
			The Almighty

			We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.

			Revelation 11:17

			“God works powerfully, but for the most part gently and gradually.”

			John Newton

			“God’s omnipotence describes His ability to do anything consistent with His nature.”

			John MacArthur

			“All things (but lying, dying, and denying Himself) are possible to God.”

			Christopher Nesse

			“God is God; and power belongs to Him. If He delegates a portion of it to his creatures, yet still it is His power.”

			Charles Spurgeon

			“The greatest single distinguishing feature of the omnipotence of God is that our imagination gets lost thinking about it.”

			Blaise Pascal

			“It is impossible for that man to despair who remembers that his Helper is omnipotent.”

			Jeremy Taylor

			“One Almighty is more than all mighties.”

			William Gurnall

		


		
			The Promises of God

			The Lord is not slack concerning his promise.

			2 Peter 3:9

			“I believe the promises of God enough to venture an eternity on them.”

			Isaac Watts

			“The future is as bright as the promises of God.”

			William Carey

			“I love God’s ‘shalls’ and ‘wills.’ There is nothing comparable to them.”

			Charles Spurgeon

			“God never made a promise that was too good to be true.”

			D. L. Moody

			“God does not give us everything we want, but He does fulfill His promises, leading us along the best and straightest paths to Himself.”

			Dietrich Bonhoeffer

			“Let God’s promises shine on your problems.”

			Corrie ten Boom

			“I have thumbed my Bible many a year; I have never yet thumbed a broken promise. The promises have all been kept to me; not one good thing has failed.”

			Charles Spurgeon

		


		
			Jesus Christ

			Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow.

			Philippians 2:9–10

			“Jesus is God spelling Himself out in language that man can understand.”

			S. D. Gordon

			“He stands absolutely alone in history; in teaching, in example, in character, an exception, a marvel, and He is Himself the evidence of Christianity.”

			A. T. Pierson

			“When Christ was born, He lay in a virgin’s womb, and when He died, He was placed in a virgin tomb.”

			Charles Spurgeon

			“The God I find in Christ is a God who overcomes evil with good, hate by love, and the world by a cross.”

			E. Stanley Jones

			“Jesus was born of a virgin, suffered under Pontius Pilate, died on the cross, and rose from the grave to make worshippers out of rebels.”

			A. W. Tozer

			“Most men are notable for one conspicuous virtue or grace. Moses for meekness, Job for patience. John for love. But in Jesus, you find everything.”

			J. Oswald Sanders

			“We have no greater need than to know Christ better.”

			Andrew Murray
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