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Authors note:

The book you hold in your hands or on your favourite e-reading device is the first part of a longer story about the ‘Werewolves of Shade’. I’ve chosen to serialise the story and publish each part in novella length bites. This I have done for a couple of reasons. Chapbooks like this have been around a very long time, in fact Charles Dickens used to publish his stories in this way, not that I am for one minute comparing myself to such a gifted writer. More recent authors have also published works in this way too. 

As a kid I used to love watching the old Batman and Flash Gordon episodes on Saturday morning TV. Each episode would end on an agonising cliff-hanger, and I would have to wait until the following week to discover how Batman and Robin freed themselves from the shark infested pool they had been dropped into or how Flash would escape the exploding spaceship he was trapped in. And although I found the wait between episodes agonising it was also a lot of fun too as I discussed with my friends on the school yard how our heroes might escape. It set my imagination on fire coming up with my own ideas and theories. Of course, I was never right – I never came close - but that didn’t matter. It was the fact those stories really came alive in my head – they kept me on the edge of the sofa dying for more. That sense of adventure and excitement has never left me and is one of the reasons I love to write today. I still watch TV shows like Lost and Breaking Bad, all of them leaving me clawing my eyes out with a strange delight at the cliff-hanger endings! 

So, within this series, I hope in some small way I help to create that sense of adventure and fun those old TV shows used to create for me. I aim to publish new parts of the story each month until the story is complete (I have three, perhaps four, planned). Each part will end on a cliff-hanger, and I hope that you, just like I used to, will come up with your own theories and ideas of how our heroine, Mila Watson, survives the nightmare that will be the ‘Werewolves of Shade’. 

Best wishes and thanks for reading

Tim O’Rourke  

Werewolves of Shade

(Part One)

This story is set in a where and when not too dissimilar to our own...
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Chapter One
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All the people of Shade had gone missing. Vanished, some said. Others believed they were all dead, murdered by werewolves. All I knew was that the village of Shade wasn’t like any other in England. The country in which I lived had once been very different, but that had been many years ago – a long time before I had been born. It was hard for anyone to know what really had happened to my country or the rest of the world. All any of us knew was that the werewolves and vampires had gone to war.

Yes, there had been werewolves and vampires. They had lived in secret amongst the humans, forging out lives for themselves beneath the noses of the people who had occupied the world back then. According to the rumours and myths that now passed amongst the people of England like whispers, the werewolves and vampires had always been at war. This war had raged in secret, without the humans’ knowledge. But like all wars, they become contagious – stretching out across the world, touching all lands and countries. From what little I can gather from the few books and newspapers that remain from that time; the werewolves were trying to protect the humans from vampires. If the werewolves were to be believed, the real threat to humanity came from vampires who wanted to feed off the humans. But of course, the vampires said it was the werewolves the humans had to fear, for it was believed that they wanted to steal human children from their beds and occupy their infant souls. 

So, the war raged between the werewolves and the vampires as the human world was destroyed. What chance did we humans have of winning a war against two armies of supernatural creatures that could change shape at will, run and leap at incredible speeds, and had the strength of ferocious beasts but the beauty of gods and goddesses? And even if the humans had found a way of matching them, the werewolves and vampires had a strength that could never be matched. They didn’t die. Myth had it that even though the world was being destroyed by these creatures, the humans named them the Beautiful Immortals.  

So why didn’t these beautiful immortals completely destroy the world, themselves, and the humans? Legend says that someone came who saved us – she saved the world. And so much like the rest of what happened to the world back then, there is very little recorded about this young woman. But I’ve listened to folk talk about her in hushed tones. Some say she was the most beautiful of the immortals. I’ve heard people say that her hair was raven black and her skin as pale as snow. But of course, this is all just gossip – no one knows for sure. I should know. I came to want to be an investigative reporter because of the stories I grew up listening to about this woman who
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