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Introduction:

We get the word Rapture from the Latin Vulgate’s word for caught up found in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. It is the word rapiemur. According to Wikipedia and other sources, the premillennial doctrine of the rapture was first proclaimed by Puritan preachers. Others took the message and ran with it. 

I have been saved since October 31st, 1987. I have lived with the understanding that Jesus Christ could return at any moment. Even in sin, I would look at the Harvest moon and say, “When Jesus comes back, the Bible says the moon will be turned to blood.” Not exactly right, but the warning was clear. I received my first bible knowledge from my Uncle Reverend Harry Lee, My grandmother Beatrice Walker, and a slew of ministers I sat under in the Southern Methodist, Baptist, Assembly of God, and International Pentecostal Holiness Churches. They all had two things in common. First, they consistently preached Jesus Christ as the only way to God, and second, they proclaimed the coming Rapture of the church.

I’ve been Pastoring since 1994. I’ve been the overseer of two churches in the Pentecostal Holiness Church and two in the Church of God. Yet I struggled to explain the rapture view I’ve held so dear in my heart when compared with Matthew, Luke, and Revelation. I found myself leaning towards an amillennial view of the return of Christ, or at least a Midtribulation viewpoint until now.

On July 8th, 2018, I preached a sermon called “Ready for the Rapture,” which will always be a miracle to me in helping me understand the next event on God’s prophetic timetable, which I hold so dear. I hope that by the end of this little book, you will too. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter One

[image: ]


“The Times We are in”

Mathew 24 has always been a stumbling block for anyone who holds to a premillennial rapture viewpoint. In this end-time message, the Lord Jesus describes what will happen when the 2nd  Jewish Temple is destroyed. He also answers the question of when he would return. And he also deals with the end of the world. Verses 4-13 describe the times in which we live today. 

4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.6And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.7For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.8All these are the beginning of sorrows.9Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.10And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.11And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.12And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.13But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

In these verses, there is no reference to the church being caught up. The signs of these times are:  

	False Christ: vs5

	Wars and rumours of wars: vs6

	People rising against people: vs7

	Kingdom against kingdom: vs7b

	Famines, pestilences, and earthquakes: 7c







He then starts to describe the persecution of the church in verses 9-10. He also adds the attack of false prophets to the body of Christ. The difference between a false Christ and a prophet is that a false Christ is someone claiming to be Jesus. A false prophet is someone who claims to speak under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost but leads people away from the word of God. Verse 12 states that many will quit following Jesus because of the abundance of sin in the world.

Now notice verse 13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. That one verse has been the ruin of many premillennial theologians. Until you study the word end.  

Telos is the Greek word for the end. It means the following: 1. end or termination. The limit at which a thing ceases to be (always of the end of some act or state, but not of the end of a period of time). The last in any succession or series.  In short, it is the point at which one thing comes to an end, and something else starts. Jesus is not talking about the end of the world, but the end of the reign of the Gentiles and the Jewish people being exiled from the redemptive plan of God.

Verse 14 tends to bear this fact out. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” It is important to note that there are currently 195 nations in the world, and the Church of God has active ministries in 185 of those nations. If we take Jesus at his word, then we must be in Verse 14 of God’s prophetic timetable.

Verse 15 takes a dramatic turn. “When ye, therefore, shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand). 

Did you see it? What the Lord showed me was the rapture clearly seen in Matthew 24. It is hidden in plain sight.
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