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Buying Your First RV
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Are you ready to hit the open road and embark on unforgettable adventures? Buying your first RV is an exciting step towards a life of freedom, exploration, and unforgettable experiences. However, it's essential to make an informed decision to ensure that your investment aligns with your needs and preferences.
Here's a comprehensive guide to help you navigate the process of buying your first RV:

1. Determine Your Needs and Budget

Before diving into the world of RVs, take some time to assess your needs and set a realistic budget. Consider factors such as the number of people who will be traveling with you, the type of destinations you plan to visit, and the amenities you desire. Your budget should encompass not only the initial purchase price but also ongoing costs such as insurance, maintenance, and campground fees.

2. Choose the Right Type of RV

RVs come in various shapes and sizes, each catering to different preferences and travel styles. The main types include:

- Class A Motorhomes: Luxurious, spacious, and equipped with all amenities.

- Class B Motorhomes (Camper Vans): Compact and easy to maneuver, suitable for solo travelers or couples.

- Class C Motorhomes: Combines the features of Class A and Class B, offering a balance of space and maneuverability.

- Travel Trailers: Towed behind a vehicle, providing flexibility and affordability.

- Fifth-Wheel Trailers: Towable trailers with a bi-level design, offering additional living space.

3. Consider Amenities and Features

Think about the amenities and features that are essential for your comfort and convenience on the road. Some common features to consider include:

- Kitchen facilities (stove, refrigerator, microwave)

- Bathroom facilities (toilet, shower)

- Sleeping arrangements (beds, convertible sofas)

- Entertainment options (TV, stereo system)

- Storage space (closets, cabinets)

- Climate control (air conditioning, heating)

4. Research RV Brands and Models

Once you've determined the type of RV and features you desire, research different brands and models to find the best fit for your needs. Consider factors such as reliability, reputation, and customer reviews. Attend RV shows and dealerships to see the models in person and ask questions to knowledgeable sales representatives.

5. Inspect and Test Drive

Before making a purchase, thoroughly inspect the RV to ensure that it meets your standards of quality and functionality. Pay attention to the condition of the interior and exterior, as well as the mechanical components such as the engine, transmission, and tires. If possible, take the RV for a test drive to evaluate its performance on the road. (and don't worry) We have included a step by step inspection list at the end of this section just for you.

6. Evaluate Financing Options

If you're not purchasing the RV outright, explore financing options to determine the best solution for your budget. Shop around for competitive interest rates and loan terms, and consider factors such as down payment requirements and monthly payments. Additionally, factor in the costs of insurance and extended warranties for added peace of mind.

7. Plan for Ongoing Costs

Owning an RV involves ongoing costs beyond the initial purchase price. Budget for expenses such as:

- Insurance premiums

- Maintenance and repairs

- Fuel costs

- Campground fees

- Storage fees (if applicable)

- Registration and licensing fees

8. Join an RV Community

One of the most rewarding aspects of RV ownership is being part of a vibrant community of fellow travelers. Join RV clubs, forums, and social media groups like “RV Owners Helping RV Owners” to connect with like-minded individuals, share tips and advice, and learn from others' experiences. The RV community is incredibly supportive and can be a valuable resource for novice RVers.

9. Prepare for Adventure

Once you've purchased your first RV, it's time to prepare for your inaugural adventure! Familiarize yourself with the operation of your RV, practice driving and maneuvering, and stock up on essential supplies and equipment. Plan your route, make campground reservations if necessary, and get ready to embark on the journey of a lifetime.

Notes:
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How to Inspect an RV:
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1. Start with an exterior walk-around.

- If it's a Class A, B, or C RV, get inside and turn on the lights and hazards. Then, step out and stand in front of the RV to inspect the lights, markers, and signals.

2. Front Wall:

- Look for obvious damages on the front wall.

- Check the corners and corner trim for cracks and discoloration.

- If there is a window, examine the perimeter for cracked seals.

- For Class A, B, or C RVs, inspect underneath for signs of leaks. Is the undercarriage dry?

- Check the marker lights for broken covers.

3. Passenger Side Wall:

- Look for bubbles or delamination on the wall (if fiberglass). These indicate moisture damage.

- Inspect the tires for cracks, uneven wear, or lack of tread, as these may require replacement soon.

- Pay attention to the door, awning, windows, and appliance exhaust vents on the passenger side.

- Check the window seals for condensation in the bottom corners, as it indicates a bad seal.

- Open and close the main door. If it requires excessive force to close, it suggests structural issues.

- Examine the awning fabric. Clean it with a mixture of water, vinegar, and dish soap if necessary. Inspect the awning legs for bends and ensure they retract properly.

- If the RV has a slide-out, check if it moves smoothly or if there is grinding. Lubrication may be needed.

4. Exhaust Vents:

- Look at the exhaust vents for appliances like the furnace, hot water tank, and fridge.

- Unfasten the cover door and check for warping or dust accumulation.

- Examine the appliance backs for dust and dirt.

- Yellow dust in a fridge exhaust indicates a coolant leak and may require fridge replacement.

5. Rear Tires:

- Inspect the rear tires for cracks, tread depth, and uneven wear.

6. Wall-Roof Junction:

- Look where the wall meets the roof for signs of cracks or previous repairs.

7. Back Wall:

- Check the rear lights; flashers should be functioning.

- Inspect the ladder for cracks in the sealing where it's screwed in.

- Examine the bumper for any damages that may indicate a past accident.

- Look underneath the rear for signs of leaks.

- Inspect the corner trims on both back corners for cracks or damages that may allow water entry.

8. Driver's Side Wall:

- Repeat similar checks as on the passenger side, including delamination, wall-roof junction, window seals, tires, slides, and inside appliance cover doors.

9. Completion:

- Your exterior inspection is now complete.

Note: It's essential to document any issues or concerns you find during the inspection and consider seeking professional advice if needed.

Interior Walk-around: Inspecting the Inside of an RV

1. Upon entering, take a walk around while engaging in conversation with the seller. Pay attention to the floor and check for any soft spots. This is crucial, so always keep it in mind during your interior inspection.

2. Look up at the ceiling for indications of past water damage. Loose wood, uneven seams, wrinkled wallpaper, or cracks in the paint are signs to watch out for.

3. Be aware that some sellers may attempt to conceal water damage by applying fresh paint or wallpaper. Take a closer look for subtle clues such as crinkly wallpaper, cracked paint, soft and flexible wood, or a mildew smell.

4. While walking through the RV and testing every appliance to ensure proper functionality, remain vigilant about checking for soft spots in the floor and signs of water damage throughout the interior.

Performing these checks may seem extensive, but since the exterior inspection is done in one go, the interior inspection typically takes around 15-20 minutes to cover all the necessary areas. It's important to conduct your own thorough inspection while the seller guides you, ensuring that everything functions as advertised.

Note: It's advisable to document any issues or concerns you come across during the interior inspection and seek professional advice if necessary.

Notes:
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Finding (Hidden) Spots To Camp In
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Are you tired of crowded campgrounds and overbooked RV parks?
Do you long for solitude and serenity in nature's embrace?

Finding hidden camping spots can be a thrilling adventure, offering unparalleled tranquility and a chance to connect with the great outdoors away from the hustle and bustle of popular destinations. If you're ready to discover these hidden gems, read on for tips on how to uncover secret camping spots off the beaten path.

1. Research and Planning

Start your quest for hidden camping spots by conducting thorough research. Utilize online resources such as camping forums, travel blogs, and social media groups dedicated to outdoor enthusiasts. Look for recommendations from fellow campers who have explored off-the-grid locations and are willing to share their discoveries. Additionally, consider investing in guidebooks or maps that highlight lesser-known camping areas in your desired region.

2. Explore Public Lands

Public lands such as  Bureau of Land Management (BLM) areas, Crown Lands, and Forestry Roads just to name a few types offer abundant opportunities for secluded camping.

Unlike traditional campgrounds, these areas typically allow dispersed camping, meaning you can set up camp away from designated sites as long as you adhere to certain guidelines.

Check the rules and regulations for the specific public land you're interested in, and be prepared to practice Leave No Trace principles to minimize your impact on the environment.

3. Utilize Apps and Websites

Embrace the power of technology to uncover hidden camping spots with the help of camping apps and websites. Platforms like iOverlander, Campendium
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