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​Introduction
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Paul instructed Timothy to rightly divide the Word of Truth. In order to do this as believers we should follow this example and become students of the Bible. The Biblical Studies Series was developed to aid believers in the study of the various scriptures and foundational doctrines. 

In this publication:

Under the Old Covenant, the priesthood belonged to Aaron and his sons. Since believers, by faith, are part of Christ's family line, they receive the ministry of the priesthood also. Under the Levitical system, there was one high priest among the priests. Christ was called a High Priest and not the only priest; thus, there has to be other priests that serve with Him. These other priests are those who have believed on Him. The believer receives kingship and priesthood through Jesus. 

To have a people of a royal priesthood has always been a part of God's plan for His people. It was His desire for the children of Israel, yet He developed this desire in the believers. In the pages of the first book of this series, we will bring clarity to the foundation for the royal priesthood of the believer. Book 1 of 2.
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​Lesson 1

The Primary Royal Priesthood
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(Melchizedeck, king of Salem, priest of the most high God)

To have a kingdom of priests, that is, a royal priesthood has always been a part of God’s plan for His people. It was His desire for the children of Israel, yet this plan was fulfilled in the New Testament believers.

Israel had been in Egyptian bondage for approximately 400 years according to God’s words to Abraham. He calls Moses to be Israel’s deliverer. After the Israelite Exodus, God reveals His desire for Israel to be a royal priesthood. 


And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words, which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. (Exodus 19: 3, 6)


God said that the children of Israel would be a kingdom of priests unto Him; that is, a royal priesthood. The question remains, “How did God reveal this ultimate purpose throughout man’s history?” In this first book of this set, we will explore the foundation for the royal priesthood of the believer mentioned in Peter’s epistle.


But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. (I Peter 2:9)


God wants a kingdom of priests and these shall stand before Him throughout eternity. The Revelation of John establishes this truth. Those redeemed by Christ will be kings and priests before Him. 

However, it is important as we attempt to address the question proposed above, that we see the hand of God orchestrating the priesthood of all who would serve Him.

Pre-Flood Priesthood

Since the beginning, there have been priests unto the Lord. Before the of the Law, men sacrificed unto the Lord as priests. Earth’s earliest inhabitants present a foreshadowing of the future priesthood.

Cain and Abel brought offerings and sacrificed unto the Lord (something that would be reserved for priests in latter times).


And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. (Genesis 4:3-4a) 


Before the Flood that destroyed the world, men sacrificed unto the Lord. Though no formal institution of worship existed, Cain and Abel rendered service unto the Lord. No biblical account details God giving Adam and Eve any instructions for sacrifices. Yet, Cain and Abel brought offerings and made sacrifices. 

This suggests that God gave them instructions for His worship, which included the sacrifice of animals. Like the coming priesthood, sacrifices and offerings could be acceptable and unacceptable.


And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering. But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. (Genesis 4:4b-5)


From  this,  God  reveals  His  expectation of His servants to offer sacrifices unto Him. Not only did Cain and Abel offer sacrifice, but all who called upon the name of the Lord.

Post Flood Priesthood

Though men called upon the name of the Lord, their imaginations became increasingly wicked. Therefore, the Lord destroyed both man and beast from off the face of the earth; all except Noah, his family, and the animals with him in the ark.


And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. (Genesis 6:7-8)


When Noah leaves the ark, he demonstrates that there was a system of worship (that included sacrifice) before the Lord. Upon his exit, he offers clean animals to God.


And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him: And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. (Genesis 8:18, 20)


Noah’s first act after his salvation from the Flood was to sacrifice. Through this act, the precedent of worship through sacrifice after the Flood continued. We discover from this account that before the Law, certain birds and animals were considered proper for sacrifice.

From the account of Cain and Abel and of Noah, we discover two factors in offering sacrifices unto the Lord. The first is attitude and/or motive. Cain’s sacrifice was unacceptable because he did not bring his best with the right attitude.

The second factor is the offering itself. Noah only brought ceremonially clean animals and birds unto the Lord. These same factors apply to the believer today. The right sacrifices have to be made unto the Lord with the right attitudes and motives.

Noah became the new patriarch, along with his sons, for the human race. Since he was a perfect and just man, we know he taught his descendants the fear of the Lord, which included sacrificial worship. Though the Bible becomes silent concerning God’s worship until Abram, we know that God had individuals (a remnant) that still served Him.


Even so then, at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. (Romans 11:5)


God called Abram out from his family and country to follow Him. From his obedience, he became the Father of Faith.


Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him. (Genesis 12:1, 4)


Outside of any formal institution, sacrifice was a common part of Abram’s (Abraham’s) relationship with the Lord.


And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him. (Genesis 12:7)

And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord. (Genesis 12:8)

Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the Lord. (Genesis 13:8)


Abram, though he was not a priest, built altars unto the Lord everywhere he traveled. Altars were used to make sacrifices and bring offerings. Again, we see that God’s servants were expected to stand before Him as priests.

After his conquest of the battle with the five kings, Abram returns and he encounters the first (primary) priest of the Lord mentioned in scriptures. 


And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. (Genesis 14:18-20)


The Primary Royal Priesthood

Though a type of priesthood was demonstrated before this time, we are introduced to an individual who is known and called a priest. However, the priesthood of Melchizedek is unique. He is not only a priest, but also a king. 

Melchizedek is the first man to demonstrate the royal priesthood. This allows us to understand that God intended for a royal priesthood to minister before Him.

In the epistle to the Hebrews, Melchizedek’s life is explored. Christ came as a priest after the order of Melchizedek. Christ, then, was a royal priest. Since believers are Christ’s brethren, then they also become partakers of the royal priesthood. Since Melchizedek presents the primary royal priesthood, understanding his attributes and qualities clarify the royal priesthood of Christ and the believer.

The writer of Hebrews lists seven attributes of Melchizedek, which describes his kingship and priesthood. (Hebrews 7:1-3)

1. He blessed Abraham, having bread and wine.

2. He was a king of righteousness and peace.

3. He had no record of father and mother.

4. He had no descendants.

5. He had no beginning or end.

6. He was like the Son of God.

7. He abides continually as a priest.

These seven attributes constitute the royal priesthood. The primary royal priesthood reflected these and all who follow in this priestly order will demonstrate them also. Though the Levitical priesthood was to follow, Melchizedek was a king and priest who foreshadowed the royal priesthood that God had ordained from the beginning.
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