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Letter from the Team Leader
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Dear All,

At the time of writing, many parts of Europe and China are burning under record breaking summer heat. It shows no one can escape the impact of climate change – we are all in the same boat.

It has been two and half years since face-to-face business exchanges between EU and China were paused by the COVID pandemic. The need remains for innovative energy solutions in order to reach China’s climate targets . ECECP is therefore organising a live virtual exhibition (Expo 2022) to support EU companies who wish to introduce their services and products to the Chinese market. From 27 – 29 September 2022, ECECP is offering 20 selected EU companies the opportunity to take part free of charge. The companies will be selected by a specially appointed Expo 2022 panel. The call details are available in the magazine and on our website.

In other news, two of our Junior Fellows are moving on into new roles. Susanna Farrell will be working at Hertfordshire Council while they sponsor her for the Chartered Public Accountant qualification. Polly James will start the competitive UK civil service fast stream in September and her first placement is in the Ministry of Defence in Bristol. We are sad to see them go but are excited for their future endeavours. 

We would also like to welcome two new interns for the summer: Christina Hadjiyianni and Lale Anjani Asteraki, who will be assisting with the preparation of EXPO 2022 and will also be involved in the magazine. We look forward to working with you both!

Once again, I would like to say a big thank you to our editors Daisy Chi and Helen Farrell, who has recovered fully from COVID, for their hard work in delivering this issue of the magazine under extreme heat and pressure. 

Flora Kan

ECECP Team Leader
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1.  Call for participation - EU Energy Innovation Virtual Expo 2022
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Expo 2022, 27-29 September 

Dear Partners and Friends of the EU China Energy Cooperation Platform,

It has been two and half years since face-to-face business exchanges between EU and China were paused by the COVID pandemic. The need remains for innovative energy solutions in order to reach China’s climate targets. ECECP is therefore organising a live virtual exhibition (Expo 2022) to support EU companies who wish to introduce their services and products to the Chinese market. 

From 27 – 29 September 2022, ECECP is offering 20 selected EU companies the opportunity to take part free of charge. The companies will be selected by a specially appointed Expo 2022 panel. Participation will include:


●  subtitle provision for a video provided by the company (up to 15 minutes) introducing their clean energy solutions and services.

●  hosting of the video on a Chinese video-sharing platform that is accessible freely in China.

●  copywriting support and translation for one short case study (up to 1,000 words).

●  publication of the case study on the ECECP WeChat account.

●  inclusion in the EU China Energy Magazine special edition on EU Innovative Energy Solutions, to be published in December 2022.

●  inclusion on a list of EU innovative energy solution providers on the ECECP website.

●  Interpreting services.

●  introduction to EU funded, free of charge advisory on IPR issues related to doing business in China and support to SMEs.


During Expo 2022, the mornings will be taken up with live online events streamed from Europe. In the ‘main meeting room’, journalists from the online energy news forum EnergyPost will conduct live interviews with end users, CEOs of exhibiting companies and so on.

Additionally, Expo 2022 will host five separate virtual exhibition halls, focusing on renewables, energy efficiency, energy storage, power grids and buildings. We invite our partners to propose innovative energy solution providers from the EU. Companies should contact ECECP by 5 August to register their interest.

We have four main selection criteria:


●  Energy savings / carbon emissions reduction potential.

●  Distinctive USP.

●  Business readiness.

●  Business potential. 


Key dates

[image: 1658891981255]

How to apply

Email expo-application@ececp.eu. This should include:


●  A brief justification for your company’s inclusion in Expo 2022 (maximum 1,000 words).

●  An introduction to your company’s products / services (to include technology readiness, business readiness); emission reduction / energy saving potentials; USP; number of existing or planned installations; company information (number of employees, turnover in the last three years) and contact details.

●  A case study (maximum 1,000 words).

●  A video introducing your technology and services (if available).

●  If more than 20 companies apply to exhibit at Expo 2022, a selection panel will review the material submitted and select the companies based on the four criteria listed above. 


The selection panel of five industry specialists (to be confirmed) will include:


●  Team Leader of EU China Energy Cooperation Platform

●  Chair of the Energy Working Group of the EU Chamber of Commerce in China

●  Representative from EU Delegation to China


Your sincerely,

Dr Flora Kan
Team Leader
EU-China Energy Cooperation Platform
Note - www.EnergyPost.eu is an online publisher of energy news website, aimed at government, policymakers, business, influencers and strategic thinkers. It has a significant reach (40,000 monthly readers, 80,000 monthly website article impressions, 12,000 newsletter subscribers, 20,000 social media followers) into relevant sectors at a senior level. 
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2.  Hydrogen – the second-best option for energy independence on the climate neutrality pathway
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Helena Uhde of ECECP met with Erik Rakhou, Associate Director at Boston Consulting Group and co-editor of the book ‘Touching Hydrogen Future: Tour around the globe’, to discuss what actions are needed for hydrogen to develop as a fuel in Europe as the continent searches to diversify away from the volatility of Russian oil and gas supplies.

EU policy makers face a difficult dilemma: how to manage energy security and independence without losing sight of the climate neutrality target. With the launch of REPowerEU (which maps the bloc’s plans to increase its energy security), they are signalling their determination to end the bloc‘s dependence on Russian gas and to accelerate the transition to clean energy. According to the plan, by the end of 2022 100 bcm of gas imports from Russia will be replaced by means of various strategies, including more LNG and pipeline imports from other countries, doubling the sustainable production of biomethane, increasing the production and import of renewable hydrogen, while accelerating renewable energy generation.​[1]

It is a massive undertaking that requires a fundamental change in energy supply, production and consumption structures. In 2020, 83.5% of the EU’s demand for natural gas was covered by imports; 15 EU Member States even had an energy dependency rate for natural gas of over 90%. Russia has hitherto been the largest, though not the only, source of imports of crude oil, natural gas and solid fossil fuels into the EU.​[2]

Reshaping the European energy system and ending the dependency on Russian fossil fuels requires a radical acceleration of efforts, leaving policy makers faced with difficult choices. At the press conference on REPowerEU on 8 March 2022, European Commission’s Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans was blunt: ‘It is hard, bloody hard. But it is possible, if we are willing to go further and faster than we have done before.’​[3]

High hopes for hydrogen

One energy source that is receiving more attention in the REPowerEU plan is hydrogen, along with its derivatives, such as ammonia, methanol, e-kerosene, and e-petrol. While the 2030 target for renewable hydrogen in Fit for 55 is set at 5.6 Mt, the new REPowerEU strategy has increased the target to 20 Mt, with a view to replacing 50 bcm of Russian gas. 

[image: image]

Figure 1:Hydrogen use by sector in 2030. 

Source: European Commission (2022): Implementing the REPower EU Action Plan: Investment Needs, Hydrogen Accelerator and Achieving the Bio-Methane Targets.

The enormous change becomes particularly clear in the planned use of hydrogen by 2030 (see Figure 1). The use of hydrogen in industrial heat, for example, is planned to increase 4.5-fold compared to the already ambitious Fit for 55 targets. A more than 2.5-fold increase is envisaged in the transport sector. But even if the targets seem huge, they are not enough to meet the targets set by the 2015 Paris Agreement. A recent article by Boston Consulting Group (BCG) concludes that 565 Mt/year of low-carbon hydrogen and derivatives will be required to meet the Paris Agreement target for the mean global temperature to rise 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels; achieving the more achievable 2°C target would require least 380 Mt production per
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