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With my face the wrong way on the bed, still clad in my clothes from the night before, l woke up with a start. The buzz of the alarm clock matched the pain in my head, held gingerly between my palms. 

My hangover felt like a gasbag that was being inflated with a slow and unsteady rhythm somewhere deep in my brain. The pressure mounted, causing me to rub my temples. 

My dry mouth gummed with thick saliva, much like an adhesive. In hindsight, l should have popped some aspirin. I had lost count of the margaritas after three last night. 

Right now, they all threatened to come up as l gulped air and struggled to raise myself from the bed. A silent promise to myself to never drink that much unspoken.

I guzzled the water straight from the jug in the fridge and popped two aspirin while chastising myself.

A lightweight that never drank more than a glass or two of wine because the creator did not make my temple for such abuse, l was full of regret, but this was a special occasion. 

A favourite co-worker had a milestone birthday and several of us had gone out for drinks to celebrate. I promised myself just one drink since l had to work today, but l yielded to my weakness: margarita, that sweet nectar of the gods. 

One toast led to another, thanks to a couple of eager guys who had today off. Before long, tequila shots somehow got into the mix. My saving grace was being just a few minutes’ walk home.

A frown appeared on my forehead as l tried to remember. I hoped l kept to my no flirtation rule with my crush, Lance, the bartender at Tacarita. He was sexy, friendly, and hands-on if given half a chance, and all the women liked him. I knew he was a playboy, but that didn’t deter my dreams.

I had up to now resisted crossing the line with him and kept it friendly. It would be disastrous if l couldn’t show my face around there anymore. The tacos and margaritas were the best, and he wasn’t worth losing them.  

I wondered if he had poured my drinks with a heavy hand. Meh, he would have made a move if he liked me, anyway. Besides, don’t shit where you eat. 

Happiness for me meant being single at this point in life. So many friends seem to have constant problems with their love lives. It amazed me they not only had the energy to stay in these relationships, but they also had the nerve to pity my single status. Then l remind myself that misery loves company.

Yeah, sometimes it made me wonder if there was something wrong with me, but only for mere moments. Call me selfish, but my carefree life suits me.

Wide awake, l needed to get ready for the day, so l dragged myself to the kitchen, my walk slow and deliberate. The splash of cold water directly from the tap on my face refreshed me and l wished it could rid my brain of the toxins as well. 

Coffee would have to do, though. So l made a pot while l took a quick shower. Fifteen minutes later, the mirror showed my face. It was a different person who peered back at me. My glamour girl persona of yesterday was gone. This lady was now a professional woman dressed for work.  

The light, nutty coffee aroma was welcome as l dressed in a hurry. Two mugs of the potent stuff, plus a big breakfast of scrambled eggs and toast, and l felt almost human again. The aspirin was doing its job at last. A pinch of the cheeks, and my usual sunny persona made its first appearance.

My parking spot backed up to a major street and required caution at all times because you never knew how wacky the drivers got. As l moved out with care, a black Range Rover honked at me with impatience and l resisted the urge to get out and yell at the douche, maybe flip them off at that. 

The road belonged to all of us. Were they not aware of the weather? Jerk!
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The desire for fresh air had brought me to our family estate deep in suburbia. This was somewhere l escaped to whenever l felt stifled by life in the city. This place was a refuge in my fast-paced life and was convenient to the townhouse. 

Two days have passed since my arrival and l treasure the solitude that acres have provided me. The nearest house to this was more than a twenty-minute walk.

I know the place like the back of my hand since I was a kid. These days, the family only gathers for special occasions and at Christmas time. Most of the time, we’re scattered all over the world in search of excitement or the next big deal. 

My nerves were on edge because a big merger was supposed to close today. I’ve had big deals before, but this was a real, enormous whale. 

It would seal my position in the eyes of a few old men. I couldn’t care less what they thought of me, but l knew it would please my father. I’d worked hard to convince him that l wasn’t the same partier of my youth. 

The problem was that they all knew me since birth. The rich operate in a tight group, one that is shut to outsiders. 

Everyone, therefore, knew everything about the other families. Some of their grandchildren had grown up with me. They still considered me as the young, brash, know-it all kid of the past. 
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