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The city had learned the art of sleeping with one eye open. Circuits never rested; even the clouds above London pulsed faintly from the hum of invisible data channels. Lenka Valešová watched those shifting lights from the window of her narrow flat, the glass mapping her reflection over the skyline—a ghost staring at itself.  

Six months had passed since Daniel Mercer disappeared. Officially, the Bureau recorded his death as an “equipment failure over polar terrain.” Unofficially, no one spoke his name. The Resonant Gate had collapsed into static, leaving behind cold weather reports and silence. Yet every night, Lenka’s devices crackled, whispering faint distortions that formed the syllables of a memory she refused to bury.  

At 03:12 a.m. the sound came again—slow bursts of white noise, forming intervals too precise to be random. She checked the incoming line. No address, no header, no code. Only an obsolete tag: Echo 03-Mercer-Final. 

Her pulse tightened. She had seen those tags once during the Prague investigation: private data ident strings Mercer used when he didn’t trust the Bureau. She let the file unfold through an emulator. The speakers answered with silence—then a voice, soft and frayed at the edges of breath.

“Lenka... if you’re hearing this, the silence is no longer safe.”

The voice drifted over a background rhythm like a heartbeat buried in snow.  

She froze. It wasn’t archival playback; the modulation adjusted to her movements, recalibrating, as if someone—or something—were listening back.  

She should have closed the connection, burned her rig, vanished again into the anonymity she’d built. Instead she opened a diagnostic trace, following packets east through encrypted international routers. Each time she traced the signal, it redirected itself one step ahead of her, mapping a journey across Europe—Prague to Zurich, Zurich to a relay in the Alps.  

She whispered into the room, “Daniel, where are you?”  

The speakers crackled. Static folded itself into language.  

“Find...the mirror...”  

Then silence dropped, heavy and deliberate.

She pressed her palms against the desk to steady them. Mercer used to talk in riddles, always half teaching, half testing. Find the mirror.  In Bureau parlance that could mean a reflective data cluster—a duplicate storage node. But her memory carried another meaning: something Mercer once said in the shadow of the Astronomical Clock before everything fell apart.  

“The hidden light hides behind reflection. When you look for truth, the mirror looks back.”  

Outside, wind combed the early rain along the glass. She exhaled, trying to calm the tremor in her hands. She had been out of the field for months, dismantling the habits of the old life, convincing herself that the world of codes and deceptions could be left behind. Yet it had come seeking her again, wearing his voice.

Pulling open the old equipment case beneath her bed, she reassembled her worn tools of surveillance: a spectrum analyzer, portable resonance drive, signal gloves patched with micro-nodes. The motions felt wrong and
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