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			Introduction

			I’ve been obsessed with romantasy since I was a kid. While my friends were gobbling up Disney and Nickelodeon, my dad was getting me hooked on old-school romantic fantasy adventures like The 7th Voyage of Sinbad, Jason and the Argonauts, and Clash of the Titans. I was both fascinated with and terrified by the stop-motion monsters, but more than that, I was enthralled by the dashing heroes and brave heroines who battled against insurmountable odds in order to be together.

			It also helped that they were gorgeous. I may have been six, but I also have eyes.

			What dear ol’ dad didn’t know (and definitely didn’t intend) was that these movies would change my brain chemistry forever. I became hell-bent on writing stories that were a combination of death-defying adventure and swoonworthy romance. So I tried my hand at it—again and again, from the age of nine all the way through high school. Each story I attempted was different in premise and complexity, but they all had one thing in common.

			They sucked.

			I’m sure you saw that coming. I don’t think anyone expects literary genius from a third grader or high school freshman. But while my efforts were embarrassing to say the least, I improved with each new iteration, and I never lost sight of my goal: to write badass, fantastical love stories that made people gasp, squeal, and blush.

			This dream never faded, not even in adulthood. I was a published author by my late twenties, and though I’d tested the waters of other genres, I finally stopped dragging my feet and dove headfirst into my passion project: my very first dark fantasy romance series. The genre was only just starting to pick up steam at the time, but I didn’t know that. I just wanted to finally tell the kind of story I’d been aching to tell since I was a kid—well, a grown-up version of it, at least. This book had bloodshed, F-bombs, and genitals galore. I’m not sure six-year-old Jenna would’ve approved.

			Needless to say, once romantasy transitioned from being a rising genre to taking the publishing industry by storm, I was thrilled. My books were flying off the proverbial shelves, readers were frothing at the mouth for content, and authors joined the genre in droves, eager to deliver.

			That might very well be why you’ve picked up this guide.

			Is your origin story similar to mine? If Disney was more your speed, Beauty and the Beast, The Little Mermaid, and Tangled still fall in the realm of romantasy (I’m personally a sucker for Aladdin). Maybe you became passionate about the genre later in life after reading your new favorite series. Or maybe you’re curious to learn more about romantasy now that it’s become a worldwide phenomenon.

			No matter the motivation, all roads to romantasy are valid. Lifelong enthusiasts and eager newcomers are equally capable of creating the next heart-stopping piece of fiction that will wow readers and top bestseller lists. Regardless of where you are in your journey, if you’re a writerly nerd geeking out over this magical, sexy genre, this book is for you.

			What You Can Expect from This Book

			I’ve taken my years of experience and formulated from them a straightforward, mostly step-by-step guide for turning your passion project into a romantasy novel that will transform readers into insta-buy superfans. No frills, no filler, and no beating around the bush—I’m here to cut the crap and home in on the key ingredients you need to make your story shine. My job isn’t to wax poetic about the genre—I’ll save the purple prose for fiction. My goal is to make your writing journey as easy as possible so you can feel confident while drafting your masterpiece.

			Personally, I recommend you read this guide in full so you can take in every single morsel of information. But if you’re looking for specific tips, guidelines, or steps in the writing process, refer to the BOLD AND CAPITALIZED HEADERS as well as the bold subheaders for topics and subtopics that suit your needs. If you’ve read a section but need a refresher, or if you just want to breeze through the main points, there’s a handy-dandy summary at the end of each chapter that’s perfect for a quick recap. Whether you read from start to finish, focus on preferred sections, or skip around based on your place in the writing process, this guide will work for you.

			For the sake of clarity, I provide many examples to further illustrate each plot point and trope I cover. I’ve invented most of these examples, but a few of them are taken from my dark fantasy romance series, The Savior’s Series. I mean, I do know the author personally, and she gave me her express permission, so why not? Allow these examples to showcase how each tool can be easily implemented in any romantasy story you create.

			While there are always exceptions to the rule, I’ve intentionally crafted this guide to be applicable to as many romantasy plotlines as possible. Whether you’re writing romantic fantasy or fantasy romance, I’ve got you covered (and yes, I’ll explain the difference). If you’re writing queer romantasy or a romance that’s as straight as an arrow, these tips are for you. My advice also works for polyamorous characters, reverse harems, and throuples, although I’ll be using the term couple most regularly for the sake of ease.

			A word of warning: if you prefer your reading material to be squeaky clean, this book might make you clutch your pearls. I don’t shy away from four-letter words, and I have several chapters that cover the art of describing sex and genitals. You’re welcome to write clean romance—I cover that too!—but my goal is to help any and all potential romantasy writers out there, including those who want to spice up their pages. If a little penis scares you, this guide may not be for you.

			Great. Now I’m imagining a tiny, scary penis.

			I never told you how my story ended, but that’s because it hasn’t yet. As of the publication of this guide, I’m still whipping out sequels for The Savior’s Series. What I can say is the first book in my series, The Savior’s Champion, was voted one of the Best Books of All Time by Book Depository, and this series is the reason I was able to become a full-time, six-figure author. And if that nine-year-old who wrote sucky stories could eventually make her dreams come true, you certainly can too.

			I can’t promise you’ll write the next bestseller, win awards, or make buckets of money off your romantasy book, but I can promise those things are possible. I can promise to help you tell the most amazing story you’re capable of telling. And I can promise to walk you through the process using everything I’ve learned after decades of research, writing, and personal experience to ensure you have the greatest odds possible.

			I can also promise that if you don’t take this process too seriously, you’ll have loads of fun. Dragon shifters, ball gowns, and kissing? I see no downside.

			Are you feeling pumped? Good. Roll up your sleeves, whip out your highlighter (or use the highlight option on your e-reader), and let’s write a romantasy novel.
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			Chapter 1

			Understanding the Genre

			Romantasy as a genre isn’t as simple as a love story set in a medieval world or a human and an elf gazing longingly at each other. You can’t just write about two faeries knocking boots for one hundred thousand words and call it a novel. Well, you could, but I wouldn’t advise it. Imagine the chafing.

			This concept is lost on a lot of newer authors. Romantasy is a thriving genre with ravenous readers, so many writers are diving into the category with little understanding of what it promises. Just write a couple of royals and make ’em kiss, right? If it were that simple, every romantasy author would be earning a killing right now. Sure, plenty are, but the standouts know something everyone else doesn’t. They know the key ingredients for setting their story apart from the crowd, and it starts with a firm grasp of the basics—like the genre itself.

			Breaking Down the Romantasy Genre

			To understand exactly what comprises the romantasy genre, we need to break it down into its individual parts. Romantasy is technically a subgenre of fantasy, but it really is a merging of two distinct genres—romance and fantasy—into one, and knowing how to navigate this merge goes a long way in crafting the perfect story.

			Books in the romance genre follow two or more people falling in love. They’ll likely resist their urges at the onset, only to inevitably give in to their feelings for one another. However, something internal and/or external will then threaten to destroy their relationship, which will ultimately lead to them losing contact or parting ways at some point within the story. But by the end of the book, these lovebirds need to have their happily-ever-after (HEA), or at the very least be happy for now (HFN).

			Yup, that’s a rule of the genre. There’s no negotiating this, unless you’re eager to be body-slammed by one-star reviews. You may be thinking of some examples that counter this point; the one most people grasp at is Romeo and Juliet. But this Shakespearean play is actually labeled a tragedy, not a romance. While plenty of stories with unhappy endings can read as romantic, that doesn’t necessarily make them romances, and this genre requires a happy and satisfying ending.

			The fantasy genre confuses a lot of readers because it’s twofold. It covers stories that either take place in a fictional world or feature magic and/or magical creatures—or both.

			This means your story can take place in a fantastical world without a hint of magic and it would still be considered fantasy. It could also take place in San Francisco, except the Bay Area is now filled with giants and wizards. And guess what? It’s still fantasy. Or you can smash the two concepts together—a fictional world filled with magic—and it’s most certainly fantasy.

			Which brings us to the romantasy genre. A romantasy novel follows a romance between two or more people within a fantasy setting and plot. Something fantastical is threatening to destroy their love, but our horny hound dogs defy the odds, battle dangers, and wind up happily in each other’s arms once their story ends.

			Romantasy novels are usually set in a fantasy world, and we’ll discuss the nature of the fantastical conflict separating our lovers in chapter 5.

			Sounds straightforward, right? Unfortunately, there’s more to it than this. Writers love to overcomplicate things; it’s how we’re able to concoct such elaborate plotlines, and it’s also why we’re so often debating one another on social media. The romantasy community at large has broken down the genre into two subcategories: fantasy romance and romantic fantasy.

			A fantasy romance novel puts a bit more focus on the romantic plot of the story. There’s a heavier emphasis on characterization, the couple may have more cuddly or steamy moments together, and the fantasy world serves to support the story rather than monopolize it. I like to say that fantasy romance novels are 40 percent fantasy and 60 percent romance. You might be able to tell a book is a fantasy romance because there will be a number of scenes focusing on physical and emotional intimacy between the leading couple.

			A romantic fantasy novel is its inverse. The fantasy plot is going to get slightly more page time than the romance. The couple may get together later in the novel, closer to the climax. There may be a greater emphasis on world-building, cultures, and tradition. And while fantasy romance novels can be action-packed or slower paced, romantic fantasy is almost always of the high-stakes variety. In my opinion, romantic fantasy novels are 60 percent fantasy and 40 percent romance.

			You might be able to tell a book is a romantic fantasy because the leading couple may not share much physical intimacy until later in the book, and it might happen all at once—for example, their first kiss might also be their first time doing the hibbity dibbity.

			Does it sound like I’m splitting hairs here? That’s because I am. Fantasy romance and romantic fantasy are so incredibly similar, it feels almost silly to separate the two. Please note that all the advice in this book pertains to both subcategories, because they’re nearly the same type of story, and more importantly, they’re both romantasy. Neither option is superior to the other and there’s an audience for both.

			Fantasy with a Romantic Subplot

			But Jenna, isn’t romantasy just a fantasy novel with a romantic subplot?

			Oof. That’s a mistake you definitely don’t want to make. If you were to release a fantasy novel with a romantic subplot and market it as romantasy, readers would turn feral, and not in a good way. Romantasy readers are here for all the kissing, swooning, and tension. You’re only going to get a fraction of that with a romantic subplot.

			Unsure whether your romance qualifies as romantasy or a romantic subplot? That’s easy to sort out. In a romantasy novel, the romance is the central point of the plot. Whether or not these two or more characters get together (and stay together) is the crux of the story. Without it, the plot caves in on itself.

			That isn’t the case with a romantic subplot. In this situation, you’re simply telling a story of magic and adventure, but along the way, two or more people happen to fall in love. Maybe they end up together. Maybe they don’t. Either way, the plot doesn’t hinge on their relationship. You could remove the romance entirely and, while the story may be less entertaining, it could still very much stand on its own.

			Try to imagine your story’s concept, if you have one, without any romance. Can the plot still unfold to fruition? Sure, you may have to rewrite a scene or two, but ultimately the primary objective can still be achieved. If that’s the case, you’re writing a fantasy novel with a romantic subplot. Sorry, but this guide isn’t for you. However, if removing the romance destroys the integrity of your plot, congratulations: you’ve got a romantasy on your hands.

			Want to see this in action?

			Imagine a story about an exiled prince with a cruel father. He learns good ol’ dad is wielding dark magic in order to harness the gift of everlasting life, at the cost of enslaving his people. Our sweet prince can’t have that, can he? So, he pulls together resources and allies to stop his father once and for all. Along the way, he falls for one of the knights at his side, and together they’re able to defeat the evil king and save the realm.

			This is a fun concept, but at the end of the day, our romance between the prince and the knight isn’t the point of the story. They don’t have to fall in love to defeat the king. They could be best friends, brothers, a mentor and mentee—hell, the knight could just be one of many background characters. Because of this, it’s clear we’re dealing with a fantasy adventure with a romantic subplot.

			Let’s change the story up a bit. We still have a sweet prince with a cruel father, but say our leading man hasn’t been exiled. Instead, he’s been strong-armed into an arranged marriage with—wait for it—a valiant knight from a neighboring kingdom. Both gents are more than displeased to be forced into this union, and they’re barely able to tolerate each other at first. But then the prince learns that his evil father is using that handy-dandy dark magic to incite a war on the knight’s realm and enslave his people; this arranged marriage was nothing but a distraction. The gall! Now our prince and knight must band together to prevent this war from happening—and wouldn’t you know it, they fall in love in the process.

			I’m sure you can see the difference between the first story and the second. In the second version, the romance is the glue that pulls the plot together. The story begins with a wedding. We’ve also got the perfect setup for enemies to become lovers, which we all know readers froth at the mouth for. If the prince and the knight were to remain platonic, the story wouldn’t make much sense, nor would it deliver on its implied promise. These two characters are married to each other, and readers are going to expect that plot point to provide some type of romantic payoff. Plus, the ensuing war between their kingdoms creates the perfect catalyst for strife in their relationship, which is pivotal to any romantasy story. Again, we’ll discuss this more in chapter 5.

			What Sets Romantasy Apart

			Now that we know what romantasy is, it’s important to know what it isn’t.

			A lot of writers stumble into their romantasy project after writing in the fantasy or romance spaces. These genres are obvious segues into romantasy, but before you get lost in your manuscript, take a breather. If you’ve written in the fantasy or romance genres, you’ll find that neither of them follows the exact same structure as romantasy.

			Let’s start with the fantasy genre to see how romantasy differs.

			Fantasy novels, particularly epic fantasy, are often plot-driven, with a great emphasis on magic, creatures, and the fictional world housing the characters. This isn’t always the case with romantasy. Romantasy is a very character-driven genre—at least, more character-driven than the standard fantasy novel. Sure, the plot is going to play a pivotal role, but readers are here to watch people fall in love. If you want readers to become connected to these characters, you need to put them front and center. Give them space to flourish, and give your audience time to get to know them. This will make the romance—and the stakes of the plot—extra juicy. We’ll cover the difference between plot- and character-driven stories in greater detail in chapter 15.

			For the world-builders out there, I have bad news for you too. World-building isn’t going to be quite as prevalent in romantasy novels. Don’t get me wrong: world-building is still a must, especially if you’ve created a fictional setting—we’ll cover this in greater depth in chapter 6. But you must treat the world as a supplemental or supporting player to the story. The fantastical creatures, customs, and magic systems are there to enhance or hinder your characters’ love. Build the world for your readers as it becomes relevant to the story rather than info-dumping it at the start.

			It’s important to note that romantic fantasy tends to place a wee bit more emphasis on world-building than fantasy romance. Regardless, if you’re heading into Tolkien territory, dial things back about ten notches.

			Lastly, fantasy novels don’t have to end happily. They can end however the author pleases. But if you’re writing a romantasy novel, a happily-ever-after or a happy-for-now is required. Nope, your story is not the exception. By the grand finale, your characters need to be in some type of romantic relationship, and they need to be madly and hopelessly in love.

			But Jenna, I want to be unpredictable! Then you’ve chosen the wrong genre. Readers gravitate to romance and romantasy because of the guaranteed happily-ever-after. There is comfort in knowing that no matter the dangers or struggles, our leading couple is going to defy the odds. You can include as many plot twists or cliff-hangers as you want, but to deny readers a happily-ever-after is to betray the genre—and their expectations—completely.

			But Jenna, my characters are broken up by the end of book one! Sounds like you’re writing a series. If that’s the case, don’t fret. The grand finale isn’t at the end of book one—it’s at the series’s end. You can end the first, second, or third books with your characters together, estranged, in a fight, or seemingly dead. You can even pull a romance switcheroo and change the love interest mid series. But readers are going to expect the main character to have their happily-ever-after once the series is finally over, and you’d better deliver on that.

			Now let’s look at the romance genre and how its structure differs from romantasy.

			With a few exceptions, romance novels usually have low stakes. The risk of the story is often sadness, heartbreak, or loneliness. But with romantasy, you’re dealing with the highest of stakes—death, war, or perhaps even the fate of the world. There are exceptions to this rule—for instance, when writing cozy romantasy—but they are the minority.

			In the typical romantasy novel, a greater external threat is hindering not only the main characters’ love but potentially the world around them as well. A character or ten may die along the way, and if they don’t die, they’ll likely end up maimed or at the very least traumatized. Basically, shit gets messy.

			Now let’s look at world-building. The romance genre is one of the least if not the least setting-centric genres out there. Readers don’t pick up a romance to read pages upon pages describing the leading lady’s hometown; they want to see her kiss someone. But romantasy is different. While the romance is still the focal point of the story, readers want a taste of magic. That means you’re going to have to spend more time world-building than you would’ve if you’d chosen to write a contemporary romance or rom-com.

			Are there mystical creatures? Is there a royal kingdom? What do the queen’s beautiful gowns look like? Show the reader. Many romantasy novels follow epic journeys across multiple lands, and these types of plotlines require a great deal of description to create an evocative experience for the reader. Again, you’re not trying to fall down the world-building rabbit hole, but your goal should be to transport the reader enough that they feel as though they’re experiencing the story alongside the main characters. We’ll cover how to do exactly that in chapter 6.

			Here’s the final—and probably most pivotal—difference between romance and romantasy: internal versus external factors. In your typical romance novel, the difficulties preventing the couple from being together are often self-inflicted. Maybe our leading lady has trust issues, or the hero doesn’t believe in love. Their problems are very real, but they’re almost exclusively internal.

			Main characters in a romantasy novel can and should have internal conflicts as well, but there also need to be external problems, and those problems almost certainly need to be of the fantastical variety.

			This doesn’t have to be solely about conflict. Fantasy elements should be integral to the romance, period. It’s possible one half of the couple isn’t human at all—they’re a vampire with all sorts of vampiric desires and needs. Maybe the pair is in possession of a sacred amulet with magical properties, and their shared goal of protecting it brings them closer together. You could write about a curse befalling the couple, preventing them from leaving each other’s side. The options are endless. Ultimately, fantastical elements need to be interwoven with the romance itself. Otherwise, you’ve just written a rom-com with some dragons in the background.

			Are you with me so far? There are quite a few rules to follow in this genre, but once you wrap your mind around them, they’re straightforward. Which is why I think now’s the perfect time to dive into subgenres and why they matter.

			Subgenres

			Romantasy is a subgenre of fantasy, which is itself a subgenre of speculative fiction. As you can see, subgenres can be broken down into much smaller parts, and while I’m typically a fan of keeping things simple, these hyperspecific labels can be very important to your audience. Some readers love a dark fantasy but loathe a dark romance, while others will read every gaslamp story out there while turning their noses up at steampunk. These subgenre categories can make a huge difference, and knowing exactly where your story falls is key to finding your target demographic.

			Here are a few of the more common romantasy subgenres, what they promise to readers, and why you might want to use them.

			Epic Fantasy / High Fantasy

			Epic fantasy, also known as high fantasy, is arguably the most popular fantasy and romantasy subgenre. Epic fantasy is usually longer than the standard fantasy novel and is vast in terms of its world and plot. The setting must be fictional, and the characters quite often travel across multiple realms or continents to achieve their perilous goal or mission. Simply put, if your romantasy takes place in New Orleans, it’s not an epic fantasy.

			Writers of this subgenre may label their stories “epic romantasy” if they’re trying to be specific; however, this is usually the default category for romantasy. In other words, if you were to label your story as romantasy with no other terminology, most readers will assume it leans toward the epic side of the genre.

			Dark Fantasy

			Dark fantasy represents fantasy stories with horror elements or themes. A lot of people find this confusing, so I like to break it down into much more direct terms.

			Is your plot about death? Then it’s probably dark fantasy.

			To be clear, killing off characters does not automatically make your story a dark fantasy. People die all over the place in the fantasy and romantasy genres. I’m asking if your plot is, quite literally, about death—a fight-to-the-death tournament, the four horsemen, or a bringer of deadly nightmares, for example.

			Note that incorporating shadow magic—magic that allows characters to manipulate shadows—doesn’t inherently make a story dark fantasy either. If that were the case, a majority of the fae novels available right now would fit in this genre. Yes, shadows are dark, but we’re not talking about literal darkness here. Dark fantasy employs overarching themes of gloom and dread.

			Is your love interest the Grim Reaper? Does your main character have to travel the Valley of the Dead to save her paramour? Was your heroine married off to a demon king from the underworld? These are all prime examples of dark fantasy.

			If your violent scenes are particularly gory, your writing may be leaning toward dark fantasy as well, since gore is a staple of horror.

			Dark Romance

			Dark romance is a newer label that often gets conflated with dark fantasy, particularly within the romantasy community. It’s easy to understand the confusion, since both have “dark” in their title, but they mean wildly different things.

			While dark fantasy takes place in a deadly and dreadful world, dark romance refers to stories where the romance itself is twisted. These novels are often littered with the sort of conduct that would send someone in the real world to prison: stalking, kidnapping, abuse, dubious consent, and sexual assault.

			If you’re writing a dark romance, it’s imperative to label the novel as such. Many people indulge in the romance genre to swoon and squeal, but dark romance typically promises the opposite of what the traditional romance novel is expected to provide. Trauma and violence within the romantic relationship are often focal points of this subgenre, and while fans find these elements thrilling, unprepared readers may find them deeply upsetting. If you don’t tell your readership ahead of time that your story follows a wicked kind of love, you’re setting yourself up for a lot of angry reviews. Promote your story accurately and you’ll attract the perfect readership.

			Gaslamp Fantasy

			Gaslamp is to fantasy as steampunk is to science fiction. It revolves around a historical setting, usually heavily influenced by the Victorian or Edwardian era, but with a hefty dose of fantasy added to the mix. Shove some romance into the main plot and you’ve got yourself a gaslamp romantasy novel.

			While most romantasy novels take place in an entirely fictional world, gaslamp is one of the exceptions—well, sort of. This subgenre bridges the gap between fantasy and historical fiction by utilizing a historically accurate setting while also implementing very historically inaccurate creatures and magic. Basically, if you have sorceresses in hoop skirts and bonnets bustling through the United Kingdom, you might be writing gaslamp fantasy.

			Contemporary Fantasy

			Like gaslamp fantasy, contemporary fantasy takes place in the real world with some magic thrown into the mix. The writer takes a real location—or a fictional school or town within a real location—and adds some very unreal fantasy elements. For example, the characters live in the swamps of Louisiana where they cast spells to alleviate the humidity and ride dragons to work each day. Alternatively, the story takes place in a cozy town in Italy where a runaway fae princess is hiding her true self from her human neighbors, including the handsome librarian down the street.

			In this situation, your story must include magic and/or fantastical creatures to qualify as a fantasy, since it doesn’t take place in a fictional world.

			Paranormal Fiction

			This label can be confusing for some, as it exists in the middle ground between science fiction and fantasy. While I wouldn’t say it’s a subgenre of romantasy, paranormal romance is a cousin of the genre and worth mentioning.

			Paranormal fiction usually revolves around supernatural beings from folklore, like shapeshifters, ghosts, demons, angels, and vampires. A lot of these creatures can fit into fantasy as well, which is why there’s so much overlap between the two genres.

			Whether you categorize your novel as fantasy, paranormal, or both is going to be a judgment call based on other elements of your plot. For example, if your focus is on paranormal creatures in a modern world, you’re typically looking at paranormal fiction. If you’ve placed the same creatures in a fantasy world, you’re leaning in more of a fantasy direction. Are the supernatural creatures being spooky? Then that sounds like a paranormal novel. But are they doing magical things? That sounds more like fantasy to me. And of course, if the plot itself revolves around romance, then we’re either looking at paranormal romance or some brand of romantasy.

			Nailing down your exact genre can be tough, since “paranormal” is such a vague term with various definitions. This is the time when opinions from trusted beta readers and critique partners would be helpful.

			

			—

			Congratulations! You’ve navigated through the zillions of terms, definitions, and rules of romantasy, and you lived to tell the tale. Now that you have a firm understanding of the genre, let’s break down the overall writing process so you know exactly what to expect while crafting your story.

			CHAPTER 1: SUMMARY

			Breaking down the romantasy genre:

			
					
					Romance: a story of two or more people falling in love. Something internal or external threatens their love, but the book or series ends with them in a happy relationship together.

				

					
					Fantasy: a novel that takes place in a fictional world, or a novel with magic creatures and/or a magic system, or both.

				

					
					Romantasy: a novel following two or more people falling in love, often in a fictional setting. Something fantastical is threatening to destroy their love, but they end the book or series happy together for now or happy together forever.

				

			

			Subsets of romantasy:

			
					
					Fantasy romance: 40 percent fantasy, 60 percent romance.

				

					
					Romantic fantasy: 60 percent fantasy, 40 percent romance.

				

			

			Romantasy is not fantasy with a romantic subplot:

			
					
					If the plot can be told with the romantic story removed, then you’re writing fantasy with a romantic subplot.

				

					
					If removing the romantic story destroys the plot, then you’re writing romantasy.

				

			

			What sets romantasy apart:

			
					
					How does romantasy differ from fantasy?

					
							
							Romantasy is character-driven.

						

							
							Romantasy places less emphasis on world-building.

						

							
							Romantasy must have a happily-ever-after or a happy-for-now.

						

					


					
					How does romantasy differ from romance?

					
							
							Romantasy features higher stakes.

						

							
							Romantasy has a greater emphasis on world-building.

						

							
							In romantasy, the magical and/or fantastical elements are integral to the love story.

						

					


			

			Subgenres:

			
					
					Epic fantasy: a longer story in a detailed world where the characters often travel to many locations.

				

					
					Dark fantasy: death is an integral theme in the plot, and horror elements may be used.

				

					
					Dark romance: trauma and violence are features within the love story. Novels include stalking, kidnapping, abuse, dubious consent, and other acts of harm that wouldn’t normally be considered romantic.

				

					
					Gaslamp fantasy: a fantasy story taking place in a Victorian-esque or Edwardian-esque setting.

				

					
					Contemporary fantasy: the story takes place in the real world but includes magic and/or fantasy creatures.

				

					
					Paranormal fiction: novels revolving around supernatural creatures like witches, ghosts, vampires, shapeshifters, demons, or angels.

					
							
							Paranormal fiction can stand on its own, or it can be considered a part of the romantasy genre, depending on other story elements.
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