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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for a decade to every level and type of student, including every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm living in Vancouver and teaching English to a variety of students. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking or on the hunt for the most delicious kimchi I can find. 

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer teaching advice. I truly hope that you find this book useful and would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have (jb.business.online@gmail.com). 

Jackie Bolen around the Internet

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Instagram (www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen)

Pinterest (www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking)
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​An Introduction to the Book

[image: ]


The goal of a teacher should be for a new language to become automatic. That is, students can recall it without having to think too hard. This happens through lots of reviews, both in class and at home. It is helpful for learners is to learn language in “chunks.” These are expressions, phrases, idioms, phrasal verbs, etc. that contain more than one word (also known as collocations). It's better to memorize them together. For example, “An apple a day keeps the doctor away” or, “wake up/go to bed” than all the words separately. 

Another kind of learning and memorizing of language parts that are grouped together can be seen in articles + nouns. This is a grammar and language skill that many students often struggle with. A simple and effective strategy to help students with correct articles with nouns usage is to teach them new vocabulary nouns WITH the correct article + noun, or no-article + noun, pairing.

Keep on reading for dozens of fun and interactive games and activities that are useful for reviewing language concepts with children. Help students remember new language in an engaging way!
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​4-Skills Review Activities
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​Ball Toss
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Skills: Reading/Writing/Speaking/Listening

Time: 5-10 minutes

Age: 6+

Materials: Lightweight ball (such as a beach ball) with questions written on it

This game has many variations. One variation I have used with great success is writing questions on a beach ball. I use a whiteboard marker to write on the ball, but let it dry thoroughly before class, so it doesn’t smudge but it can be washed clean and reused with different questions later. Students gently toss the ball to one another and read aloud and answer the question under their right thumb. A more complex variation is: Student A reads/asks the question, tosses the ball to Student B, who answers that question, then asks the question under their right thumb, and tosses the ball to Student C, who answers Student B’s question.

If it's a “getting to know you” activity, use questions to elicit name, age, and basic information. Otherwise, it can be used to practice likes/dislikes, 5 W/H-questions, etc. It is quite a versatile activity and can be used with just about anything that you're studying.

If you don't have a ball handy, you can crumple up a piece of paper to use as a ball. Ask a question and toss the ball to a student. That student must answer and ask a question (the same question for true beginners or related question, if higher level), then toss the “ball” to the next student. If you want the students to ask different questions, you should give them a topic (daily routine, hobbies, etc.) or grammar pattern to use.

If you want to make sure all students have equal turns, have students sit down after catching the ball. If you have more than 10-12 students in your class, you may want to divide them into groups, each with their own ball, so students aren’t waiting long periods between turns. This will also increase student talking time.

Procedure: 

	Prepare a beach ball by writing questions on it. Allow enough time for the ink to dry before class. Low prep version: crumple up a piece of scrap paper with the questions written on it.

	Have students stand in a circle (as much as possible). If your class is large, divide students into groups of 10-12. 


Variation A:

When a student catches the ball, they must read out the question under their right thumb. They answer their own question and toss the ball to another student.

Variation B:

When Student A catches the ball, they ask the question under their right thumb to Student B. When Student B answers, A tosses them the ball. Student B asks Student C the question under their right thumb and so on.

No Prep Variation:

The teacher asks a question and tosses the ball to Student A. Student A answers, asks Student B a question, and tosses them the ball.
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​Categories
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Skills: Speaking/Listening/Writing

Time: 5 minutes 

Age: 6+

Materials: None

Optional Materials: Butcher paper/A3 paper

Students can review by brainstorming words they know in a given category, such as food, job, hobbies, etc. 

Variation 1: Students work in small groups, making a list of all the words they can think of for that category. The group with the longest list wins.

Variation 2: Students take turns adding one word at a time to the list. If a student repeats a word or says a word which doesn’t fit, they are out. This variation is better suited to small classes or groups working independently. 

Procedure: 

	Begin by dividing students into groups of 3-5. Small classes can work as a whole.

	Give each group a piece of A3 or butcher paper. (For a speaking/listening activity, have students take turns adding a word. If students can’t add a word, they are out.)

	Give the class a category, such as jobs or animals and a time limit (about 3 minutes) to brainstorm and write as many words that match the category as possible.

	The group with the most correct words wins.


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Dictogloss
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Skills: Speaking/Listening/Writing

Time: 10-15 minutes

Age: 8+

Materials: A short story

This is a simple activity for higher level students that helps them practice their listening and memory skills, as well as substituting vocabulary words if the original word can no longer be remembered. You can find a short, interesting story of some kind or make up one yourself. Dictogloss lends itself extremely well to grammar and vocabulary review if you use things you've recently taught in class in the story.

Tell the story 1-3 times, depending on the student level and of course you can also vary your speaking speed to make this activity easier or harder. Once you are done telling the story, students will have to go in groups of 2-3 to retell the story. Emphasize that they won't be able to recreate the exact story that you told, but that they should try their best to keep the meaning the same. Each team can pair up with another team to compare. Then, tell the original story again so students can see how they did. 

This activity works well as a writing activity too. 

Teaching Tips: 

It's very helpful for students to compare answers with a partner before they have to say anything in front of the class so be sure to put them in partners or groups of three to work together on this activity. It's useful for the weaker students to have a stronger student getting them up to speed. It also gives students confidence that they're on the right track and they're less nervous to share their answers with the class.  

Procedure:

	Prepare a short story which you'll read to your students.

	Put students in groups of two or three and read the story to them. 

	Students try to remember the details of the story and compare with their group. I usually only allow them to do this by speaking. 

	Read the story again and students attempt to recreate the story more closely, again by speaking. 

	Read the story again (depending on level and difficulty of story) and students again attempt to recreate it, even more closely.

	Elicit a couple of teams to tell their story to the class (in a small class). Or, put two teams together and they tell their stories to each other (in a larger class). 

	Read the story one final time for students to compare their own versions.
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​Human Logic Puzzle
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Skills: Listening/Speaking/Writing

Time: 5-10 minutes

Age: 7-11

Materials: Flashcards, answer grids

You probably remember logic puzzles from when you were a kid. It begins with a short story followed by clues and a grid for keeping track of the information. In this activity, there are clues but no short story.

In advance, prepare a grid with the terms you want to review. The terms should be listed across the top while blanks for student names should be along the side. With lower-level students, you may want to use this for jobs, animals, actions or other terms the students will be able to provide clues for fairly easily. With higher-level students, you can use a broader variety of vocabulary and they can give synonyms, antonyms and/or definitions.

Before you begin, you need to select student helpers/clue providers to go to the front of the class. Give each two flashcards, and tell them not to show anyone. Give the rest of the students the answer grid and tell them to write the student helpers' names.  

In turn, student helpers/clue providers should give one clue about one of their flashcards. For something like jobs, they can describe where the person works, what they do, etc. For animals or actions, they can act it out and/or make noises. Let the students give the first round of clues themselves while subsequent rounds will include audience participation. That is, the “audience” asks questions. Continue until one student has correctly completed



	Limit students to two turns, i.e. one turn per flash card. If no one has correctly completed his/her grid, students could then work in pairs or small groups.

	Have two columns on the answer sheet, rather than a grid, so students will write the names of the students and the vocabulary they are describing. 



	Have students continue giving more clues until everyone has completed their grid.

	Have students work in small groups or pairs. Give them 15-20 seconds between clues to discuss.



	Prepare a grid with the terms you want to review.

	Select student helpers/clue providers to go to the front of the class and give each of them two flashcards.

	Give the rest of the class the answer grid and tell them to write the student helpers' names.

	Have student helpers/clue providers give one clue about one of their flashcards in turn. After they have given one clue about each flashcard, the clues should be responses to student questions. (You may want to make rules about the questions they can ask.)

	Give the class time to think and write between each clue.

	Students continue giving clues until one student has correctly filled out their grid.
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