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  1. Colorado River


  
    Land type: Riverbank


    County: Mesa


    Elevation: 4,464 feet


    GPS: 39.17548, -108.80747


    Best season: Late fall for low water; avoid desert heat in July and Aug


    Land manager: Horsethief Canyon State Wildlife Area


    Material: Fine gold


    Tools: Pan only; hand tools OK


    Vehicle: Any. The gravel road is a bit rough, but even slow-moving sedans should be OK.


    Special attractions: Colorado National Monument; Museums of Western Colorado in Fruita


    Accommodations: No camping at site but available nearby at Highline Lake State Park. RV parking and motels in Fruita and Grand Junction.


    Finding the site: From Fruita, go 5 miles west on I-70 to the Loma exit (exit 15) for CO 139. Drive to the south side of the interchange and turn left toward 13 Road. Drive east and then south on 13 Road about 0.4 mile to the parking area. The coordinates were taken at this main parking spot.

  


  Prospecting


  Most of the gold you’ll find here in the Colorado River probably comes from the Gunnison River, so the advantage of this location is that it’s below the mouth of the Gunnison, which joins the Colorado in Grand Junction. There are some minor districts in the Colorado drainage at Rifle and beyond, but most studies don’t show serious interest in the river until it reaches the Grand Canyon.


  Still, this locale offers easy access, even if it isn’t on a good bend. The gold is extremely fine, and there isn’t a lot of area to work with, but you should be able to pan a few colors. If the boat launch isn’t swarming with rafters, you can try the notch in the bank just downstream from the launch area. When the water is low, you can see where the river tried to create a new path, and there is some decent cobble there. Or, upstream about 100 yards, you’ll find a little bend in the river and some good rocky areas. You can reach another area from a path heading down from where you park. The mouth of the Kiefer Extension of the Grand Valley Canal isn’t a good place to dig, as the banks are unstable and ready to collapse. Also, the quality of the water flowing in from this canal is probably not high.


  [image: When the water is low, you should be able to pull some colors from the Colorado River. Walk about 100 yards upriver; do not disturb the banks or dig up the beach at the boat launch.]


  Look for garnet and zircon in your pan once you get a few heavies to check. It’s always a good idea to examine your black sands with a loupe or hand lens to get a better look at what you recover.


  The beach area can get busy, and parking at the river is discouraged. There are additional access points on the Colorado in the McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area, but they are best accessed by mountain bike, such as via the Kokopelli Trail. In Grand Junction you can also locate a few access spots, such as off Railroad Avenue at 39.10551, -108.65076 or off Redlands Parkway at 39.08902, -108.61838. Be prepared to hike to get to a good river bend, and look for natural traps among boulders or cobbles.


  [image: COLORADO RIVER]


  2. Rattlesnake Gulch


  
    Land type: Riverbank


    County: Delta


    Elevation: 4,852 feet


    GPS: 38.74153, -108.22247


    Best season: After summer heat for low water


    Land manager: Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area


    Material: Fine gold


    Tools: Pan, hand tools


    Vehicle: 4WD suggested; final approach is rough.


    Special attractions: Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park; Dominguez Canyon


    Accommodations: Primitive camping at site; developed campground at Sweitzer Lake State Park in Delta. Motels and RV parking in Delta.


    Finding the site: From Grand Junction, drive 28.8 miles east on US 50, then turn right onto Rattlesnake Gulch Road/730 Road. If coming from Delta, drive 10.4 miles west on US 50. (Your GPS may suggest the eastern connection to 730 Road, but it looks even rougher than the western side, and I didn’t use it.) Follow 730 Road as it winds south, then drive east along the Gunnison River and the railroad tracks. You’ll reach a big turnaround area, with some decent shady areas to camp at, but this isn’t the end of the road. One option parallels the river and the tracks, and gets rough in places. If you continue on 730 Road, it also gets rough. They eventually meet at the only decent railroad crossing. Cross the tracks and continue to the river; the road forks, but both routes take you to the Rattlesnake Gulch BLM sign. The GPS coordinates were taken close to the sign.

  


  Prospecting


  Rattlesnake Gulch used to be a popular spot for recreational gold prospecting, with dredging, sluicing, high-banking, and lots of digging into the bank. That has all changed, and all the BLM now tolerates is gold panning, as long as it’s “casual use” only. That means no holes in the bank, no dredges or high-bankers, etc. Stick to gold panning and hand tools, collect material from the water line only, and concentrate on working around the big rocks in the water. Those giant holes you see where energetic prospectors of yesteryear dug into the big piles of rock and cobble are just relics of the past, and not to be duplicated.


  [image: Once you spot these old diggings, you’ll know you’ve reached the open panning area at Rattlesnake Gulch. Note that digging big holes like this is no longer allowed.]


  This area does still yield mostly fine gold, but it can be extremely hot here in the summer when the water finally goes down. You can try working closer to the trees, to the west, but the hydraulics aren’t great there, and you’re just going to see flood gold. What you want to try to do is get a hole going in the river bottom, at or below the water line.


  There were historic placers at Hotchkiss, on the North Fork of the Gunnison, but that’s now a sand and gravel operation. The gold at Rattlesnake Gulch probably originates far to the east, in the Gunnison District, Beaver District, and Willow Creek District, and from Cebolla Creek. Farther east, Quartz Creek and Tomichi Creek flow into the Gunnison drainage near Parlin, but the dam at Blue Mesa restricts any further replenishment from those sources.


  [image: RATTLESNAKE GULCH]


  The nearby Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park is a fascinating view of ancient rock formations. Hansen (1965) describes formations dating to the Precambrian, including gneiss, quartz-mica schist, amphibolite, and quartzite. Immense sections of sedimentary rocks cap the older horizons, and they’re easy to learn here so you can recognize them later—including the world-famous Morrison Formation, host to so many dinosaur fossils, and the Dakota Sandstone, also full of fossils.


  APPENDIX A: MODERN TOOLS


  In my companion book, The Modern Rockhounding and Prospecting Handbook, available through FalconGuides, you’ll learn the basics of reading geology maps, understanding symbols, figuring out basic geology, and more. In this section, you’ll find overview information about various types of machines and devices that are out there.


  One of the great joys of this hobby is sitting around the campfire after a long day and playing with your concentrates. (Second to that joy is doing the same thing in your garage, but campfires are better.) I like to bring buckets and a panning tub on my trips so that I can set up an area where I can screen and clean up the black sands and inspect the tailings with a hand lens for interesting rocks and minerals. At times I’ve had to dump the beer cans out of a cooler and use that for a panning station, however.


  Buckets, Shovels, Picks, and Screens


  I’ve met quite a few prospectors who enjoy bringing home a nice bucket of concentrates and then pan in the warmth of their garage. They don’t like stretching out into a creek or river, trying to find a deep spot or risking a bad back, and they don’t like getting their clothes and shoes wet when they inevitably slip. At home you can use warm water, stay out of the wind, put your panning tub up on a bench, add a drop of dispersant such as Jet-Dry to cut down on surface tension, and bring in plenty of light. So the first tools you need out there are buckets, a shovel, a pick for crevicing, and a screen.


  Truthfully, screens are optional but a good idea, so you aren’t bringing home a bunch of big rocks that you don’t really need. Since the odds are billions and billions to one that you’ll ever screen a big nugget, you might as well use screens to improve the quality of your pay dirt—whether you pan it out in the field or bring it home. Having said all that, fine gold can stick to rocks, so wash them off if you have the patience, with a scrub brush, old toothbrush, or similar tool. You’ll know from the gold you’re recovering whether a screen could catch big gold at your locale.


  Shovels, buckets, picks, and screens do not require a dredging permit, and they’re quiet. Your goal is to dig a big hole, because the deeper you go, the bigger the gold in 99 percent of the deposits. So it’s up to you whether you bring the same shovel that you use in the garden or get a shorter shovel with a nice handle. On some trips you may use a trowel more than any other shovel, especially if you are digging out crevices in bedrock. The more you dig, and the deeper you go, the better your chances, so these are your first tools to consider.


  [image: You can never have enough buckets at a placer operation. Note the shorter, half-size buckets, which are easier to move around as the day wears on.]


  Gold Pans


  Your main tool is the venerable gold pan. Some older folks skip this step and go straight to spiral pans, saving wear and tear on their back, shoulders, and arms, but every prospector should have a pan or two in their collection.


  The only way to get good at gold prospecting is through practice—you have to pan at least a dozen pans before you start to feel comfortable with sliding the heavies around, breaking up the muck, and trusting the riffles. There are twenty or more modern pan designs now, with sharp riffles, double sets of riffles for rough and fine panning, and all kinds of interesting shapes and additions. My personal favorite right now is a 14-inch octagonal pan with two sets of riffles and a broad, flat bottom. This pan helps with avoiding the tendency to swirl material in a circular pattern, which only serves to spread the concentrates around on the bottom. What you want to do is continually push heavy material into the first riffle and lock it in there, so you can start to feel more nonchalant about everything else in the pan.


  When you are first breaking down a big pan full of muck, you need to learn to shake the pan vigorously so that the heavy material at the bottom slides forward to that first notch. This is called “stratifying,” and it only works when you get the muck entirely into solution so that it’s behaving like a liquid. Once you get your material into suspension, gravity will pull things apart, with light material like clay and debris floating to the top and heavy material like gold, garnets, and black sands falling to the bottom. So you want to do less swirling as you get closer to the end, and more side-to-side action. Pack that first riffle, and trust science.


  [image: Close-up showing the two sets of riffles on the 14-inch Octapan.]


  The great thing about panning is that it’s easy, and it’s almost never banned. Even Wild and Scenic Rivers are open to panning below the high-water line. National parks and monuments are not open, however. State parks also tend to restrict panning, but county parks and USFS and BLM lands—even campgrounds—are usually open, and campgrounds are rarely claimed. So it’s the first skill you need to gain as a prospector.


  Snuffer Bottles


  Once you’ve panned down a pan to where you can see what you have, you need some way to save the sample. You can use a wide-mouthed glass jar and just dump your concentrates in, although it’s good to have a second pan underneath the jar. Most modern prospectors use a “snuffer bottle,” which is a small plastic bottle with a removable straw. Once you’re good at it, you can slurp up your black sands quickly, and there are two modes—without the straw, for bulk recovery, and with the straw, for finer work. Once you get good with a snuffer bottle, you can make your specimen cleaner by, for example, picking up just the black sands and leaving the gold—if you have plenty of gold. You can easily fill up the small glass specimen jars by removing the straw and emptying the contents of the snuffer bottle; the heavies will concentrate in the tip. Give it a swirl when you’re down to the final material.


  [image: The more sample bottles you bring, the more concentrates you can clean up back at camp.]


  Some folks use an adapted syringe to suck up their concentrates, then dump them into a specimen jar. I’ve seen someone use a turkey baster, too, then dump the concentrates into a finishing pan or a jar. When touring lots of places, I’ll often just use one snuffer per location, and then figure it all out later. That’s where good labeling comes in, and taking notes.


  Sluices


  The next step up from panning is the sluice, a modern adaptation of an old standby in the goldfields. Sluices are tricky because you have to get both the angle and the water flow correct. If you don’t have enough water going in, you won’t clean your gravels. If you have too much water, you can blow even heavies out the end. If you have the water and the angle adjusted correctly, then you’re set. You can bring buckets of pay dirt to the sluice and wash a lot of material, and you will have a continual source of clean water, unlike working with panning machines at camp. Sluices usually have three parts: the shell, a set of removable riffles, and a thick artificial turf or carpeting under the riffles. The heavies build up behind the riffles and in the carpeting, so you clean up by emptying material into a bucket and washing out the carpet.


  [image: This sluice is set up with the right angle and the right water flow to process material. PHOTO COURTESY OF DIRK WILLIAMS.]


  When you have the sluice set up correctly, you don’t need to clean up very often. But many crews like to clean up once or twice a day or more, just to make sure they don’t lose anything. It’s a good idea when you’re first starting out to check frequently and compare against what you get with hand-panned samples. That way you can check your recovery. It’s also very wise to grab a pan of material from right below the end of the sluice on occasion and pan that—just to see if your system is running properly.


  Sluicing is a big step up in making concentrates, and you can move a lot of material—five or ten times what you can manually pan. At this point you are graduating from prospector to miner, and your goal is to keep feeding your sluice, keep moving material, and keep conducting cleanups. The downside is that many areas are only open to panning, and a sluice is not appropriate. But in many areas where machines with pumps are not allowed, a sluice is still acceptable.


  Once you’ve starting buying contraptions such as sluices and panning machines, you can advance to other devices. Desert miners swear by dry-washers, which use air to blow lighter material off the gold. There are books to help you get started with that kind of operation, which is beyond the scope of this book.


  Battery-Powered Devices


  There are two main kinds of panning machines: miniature sluices and spiral pans. Both work with a battery, usually 12-volt, and in a tub, although some versatile systems come with solar panels and work right in the stream. The miniature sluice usually has an upper deck and a lower deck, uses riffles or screens and some carpeting or plastic mini-riffles, and still traps a lot of black sands with the gold. Spiral pans work by washing off lighter material as the spiral brings material to the center, where it can either go through a hole to a little bucket in the back or stay in the middle in a little removable micro-bucket. The only real trick is getting the spray right, on a machine such as the Camel, or getting the tilt right, on a machine such as the Gold Magic. I like them both because they have their own tubs, and the only remaining challenge is access to clean water; you may have to empty and refill your tub every hour. We like to bring multiple buckets and pour the water in to let it settle, or in some places in the rainy season, we just drain rainwater from our blue tarp into buckets.


  A recent invention is the Gold Cube, which is particularly effective at recovering fine gold. It’s a nice addition for what the inventors call “21st Century Gold Prospecting.” It uses new technology such as a G-Force separator, Vortex matting, and alternating modular trays. It runs on a 12-volt battery and is said to be capable of processing 1,000 pounds of screened material per hour. Go to www.goldcube.net to see some videos of the device in action.


  Another new tool is the Gold Rush Nugget Bucket, which doesn’t even require a battery or pump, although my friend Frank Higgins has been known to drain a battery or two using a converted aquarium pump to deliver water. This device uses a pair of screens and an ingenious funnel and bowl to trap all your heaviest concentrates. Check it out at www.goldrushnuggetbucket.com.


  The beauty of these machines is that they are easy to set up and somewhat quiet, and if you have a picnic table back at camp, you can gather concentrates all day and pan at night by lantern. Panning machines work with rich concentrates you make from a dredge, sluice, trommel, or high-banker, or they’ll work with the black sands you collected from the ten to twenty pans you processed that day. Some machines will even take raw pay dirt, but it’s always better to screen the material so you’re not dealing with rocks and pebbles. With increasing restrictions on gas-powered dredging and high-banking, these battery-powered devices are becoming a popular option.


  [image: Panning machines can alleviate some of the wear and tear on an “old dog” like my uncle, Doug Romaine.]


  Another new invention is the hand dredge. There are several variations, such as using a bucket or a long piece of PVC pipe. The advantage is that these are hand tools, and never banned from public areas such as Cherry Creek. It takes a lot of patience to supply the power you would expect from a motor, as you are basically “slurping” up material by using your arms to pump back and forth. The payoff is that you can suck up material from around rocks and boulders right from the creek bed, and in underwater cracks and crevices. Once you get the motion down, you can pull up a lot of good material without the noise of a motorized dredge.


  Metal Detectors and Pinpointers


  Using a metal detector or a small, hand-size pinpointer takes patience and mechanical aptitude. You need to be willing to invest a few hours, at minimum, into swinging your detector before you can expect to be good at it. You need to dig all your targets, too, when starting out, so that you can tune your ear to what your detector is trying to tell you. The best detectors give you a reading so that you can get an idea of what your target might be, but when starting out, you need to dig it up to verify that a nickel reading is actually a nickel. Some hot rocks will confuse your machine, and the basalt found all over Colorado can be a confounding rock in particular. In many places, you’ll run into massive dredge fields with tailings piles that cover many, many acres. These are great places to hunt for gold nuggets, and you’ll probably be removing a lot of nails, wires, screws, and scrap metal, too. The payoff can be enormous, and detecting can be a relaxing way to spend a day.


  [image: If you have the patience and enjoy electronic devices, a metal detector can pay off big in some of the large tailings fields found in the state of Colorado. Shown here is a small Falcon Gold Tracker pinpointer and an older Minelab device.]


  APPENDIX B: REFERENCE LIST AND FURTHER READING
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  Jarvis, Heather. 2015. “Discovering Tom’s Baby, the Largest Piece of Gold Ever Found in Colorado,” Summit Daily. https://www.summitdaily.com/news/discovering-toms-baby-the-largest-piece-of-gold-ever-found-in-colorado.
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  APPENDIX C: WEBSITES


  I’ve been tracking gold-prospecting links on the Internet since 1996 and wrote a regular column for Gold Prospector magazine titled “Mining the Internet.” If there’s one thing you can count on, it’s the fact that things change quickly in cyberspace. These are great places to begin your online research, but your web sleuthing could turn up more good information.


  Ancestry.com


  The resources on this site can help you find information about old ghost towns and mining camps. For example, this search pulled up a long list of old camps for Gunnison County: http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cogunnis/cities.htm.


  Bureau of Land Management (BLM)


  www.blm.gov/colorado


  Link to local offices for Colorado from here.


  Colorado Department of Transportation


  www.codot.gov/travel


  Road conditions, travel alerts, and, best of all, online cameras.


  Colorado Geological Survey–Mineral Resources


  http://coloradogeologicalsurvey.org/mineral-resources


  Access historic mining district information and find loads of old reports.


  Colorado Tourism


  www.colorado.com


  Good starting point, with free visitor guides, maps, videos, articles, and inspiration.


  The Diggings


  https://thediggings.com/usa/colorado


  Helpful research site. You can get a good idea about activity out in the mountains by checking to see the changes in the number of staked claims, for example.


  Earth Point


  www.earthpoint.us/TopoMap.aspx


  Google Earth overlay that brings in topo maps.


  Finding Gold in Colorado


  http://findinggoldincolorado.com


  Kevin Singel operates a great blog and constantly updates it. The companion to it is his Facebook page under the same name.


  Fishing Locations


  http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Pages/FishingStatewideMaps.aspx


  Many times, if the anglers have access, you will too.


  Ghost Towns


  www.ghosttowns.com


  County-by-county interactive map with good information about many mining camps and old towns. Lots of pictures.


  Gold Cube


  https://goldcube.net


  Super-efficient battery-powered device perfect for Colorado’s fine gold.


  Excellent blog, too.


  Gold Panning Championships


  www.worldgoldpanningassociation.com


  Speed-panning at its finest.


  Gold Prospecting Online


  www.goldprospectingonline.com


  Good site for general gold-mining information, helpful info for beginners, and sells equipment.


  Gold Rush Expeditions


  https://goldrushexpeditions.com/state/colorado


  Claims for sale.


  Gold Rush Nugget Bucket


  www.goldrushnuggetbucket.com


  Check out the videos for this inexpensive new device.


  Gold Rush Nuggets


  www.goldrushnuggets.com


  Good articles, nuggets for sale, and more.


  Gold Strike Prospecting


  www.goldstrikecoloradoprospecting.blogspot.com


  Excellent resource about panning locales.


  Gold Unlimited


  https://goldunlimited.org


  Good spot for information, especially about Denver-area sites.


  Goldstrike Adventures


  http://goldstrikeadventures.com


  Learn from the best with a tailored trip and guide. They sell bags of pay dirt, too.


  Google Earth


  www.google.com/earth


  One of my favorite programs for tracking where I’ve been. I have a GPS device that I can synch with Google Earth and import my waypoints and tracks, which sometimes shows how close I got to a place I had my heart set on visiting.


  Grubstaker


  www.grubstaker.com


  Plenty of information on claims currently for sale in Colorado.


  Hiking and Biking Trails


  www.alltrails.com


  Can be good information about hiking to mining districts.


  Hooked on Gold Prospectors Blog


  http://hookedongold.blogspot.com


  Fun reads; good info. Not updated regularly.


  Mindat


  www.mindat.org


  Primarily a site for mineral collectors, this extensive database has good information for gold prospectors, too. You can figure out what minerals you recovered from a tailings pile, for example.


  Mine Finder


  https://mrdata.usgs.gov/mrds/find-mrds.php


  Mineral Resources Data System mine finder.


  MineCache


  www.minecache.com


  This overlay places icons for gold mines and major prospects into Google Earth. It’s a bit spendy, and it’s not verified in the field, but it gives you a good idea of what major mine is nearby.


  Mineral Resources Data System (MRDS)


  http://mrdata.usgs.gov/mrds


  An excellent source of information packed by the US Geological Survey, with detailed information about the geology of significant mines in an area. You can export information to build your own spreadsheet as well. One downside is that the general map includes sand and gravel operations, so it helps to sort by commodity before starting. The report also often describes which particular references include more information, and with more and more of these coming online as Acrobat files, your online researching promises to yield better and better results.


  MyTopo


  www.mytopo.com/maps/index.cfm


  Zoom in on your area and pull up the most recent topo map. This is quick and easy, but sometimes you want those historical maps, and in that case, you’d use TopoView.


  Price of Gold


  http://onlygold.com/Info/Historical-Gold-Prices.asp


  Sometimes the old literature will only tell you how much money was extracted from a mine, not how many ounces of gold. Use this site to help with your conversion. As recently as 1965, gold sold for only about $35 per ounce. In 1848, the price was $20.67.


  Prospectors Paradise


  www.prospectorsparadise.com


  General info about gold mining, and an active forum for asking questions.


  Rare Gold Nuggets


  http://raregoldnuggets.com


  Good overviews and history.


  Recreation.gov


  Discover and reserve camping, lodging, permits, tours, and more at America’s parks, forests, monuments, and other public lands.


  Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists


  www.rmag.org


  Committed to geology education in the Rocky Mountain states.


  Scenic Byways


  www.codot.gov/travel/scenic-byways


  Good information for official routes through the passes. Grab the virtual guide, use the map, and plan your trip.


  The GeoZone


  www.thegeozone.com/treasure/colorado/index.jsp


  Especially good for lost treasure information.


  Tom Ashworth’s Gold Fever Prospecting (was Prospector Cache)


  www.goldfeverprospecting.com/cogolo.html


  Excellent overview information about gold in Colorado. Good for research, but not up-to-date.


  TopoView


  https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview


  Replacement for GeoCommunicator, with access to historic topo maps that show the old mines. It doesn’t have the ease of use of the old system, but it has more power to access the old maps. Getting the filtering right takes some practice. Remember that 1:24,000 is the most detail.


  TreasureNet


  www.treasurenet.com


  Great forums.


  US Forest Service


  www.fs.fed.us


  Good starting point to find the local districts and forest managers for areas you plan to visit. Don’t be bashful—give them a call. Use the site for information about flooding, road washouts and closures, fire restrictions, and campsites. If you plan to get away from it all and practice dispersed, primitive camping, you need these resources, including their maps.


  US Geological Survey


  www.usgs.gov


  Learn the science behind gold prospecting.


  US Mining


  www.us-mining.com/colorado


  Excellent resource for finding mines by county and commodity. They don’t pinpoint the area with GPS coordinates, unfortunately.


  Water Levels (USGS)


  http://waterdata.usgs.gov


  Good for determining how high the water is at a stream you desperately want to cross or sluice.


  Western Mining History


  http://westernmininghistory.com


  Good background information about the major gold-mining districts in the West.


  World Wide Association of Treasure Seekers


  www.wwats.org


  Well-known group in southwestern Colorado. Wayne “Nugget Brain” Peterson is a local legend among gold panners and metal detector enthusiasts.


  APPENDIX D: CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS


  I cannot stress enough the importance of joining a gold-prospecting club. Not only do you get access to valid claims, you also begin building a network of contacts with knowledge about prospecting equipment and regional hot spots. By regularly attending club meetings and annual shows, you’ll learn what’s new and interesting, and soon you’ll be answering questions and giving back. Some clubs even have equipment you can borrow or rent, and some bring equipment to meetings so you can practice, clean up concentrates, etc.


  The downside is that it would be nice to get more reciprocal benefits, especially for those of us who like to roam from state to state, or even from district to district. It is annoying to hear, “You’re in the wrong club!”


  Below are some links to get you started. I did my best to update everything and scoured the web for clubs I didn’t know, but it’s possible I missed some. More groups are relying on Facebook to host their web presence, so be sure to try some searches there as well.


  National


  Gold Miner’s Headquarters


  www.goldminershq.com/clubs/gold2.htm


  Contains a list of clubs by state.


  Gold Prospectors Association of America (GPAA)


  www.goldprospectors.org


  My personal favorite, with claims in all western states and a large, active reach. They have annual shows in several US cities and an excellent magazine that I’ve written for on and off since 1996. They have many, many local chapters; Colorado is no exception.


  Prospecting Channel


  www.prospectingchannel.com/indexClub.html


  Good updated list for clubs both national and worldwide.


  Regional


  Colorado Gold Camp


  www.coloradogoldcamp.com


  Family-friendly Colorado prospecting club.


  Colorado Prospector


  www.coloradoprospector.com


  A Colorado Prospector club membership grants you access to their research. Researched prospecting areas for club members currently total over 30,000.


  Gold Prospectors of Colorado


  www.gpoc.club


  Colorado’s premiere gold-prospecting club.


  Western Colorado Chapter of Gold Prospectors Association of America


  www.wcgpaa.org


  The claims used by the club belong to the Gold Prospectors Association of America.


  Western Mining Alliance


  http://westernminingalliance.org


  Large organization of independent miners.
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Close-up showing the two sets of riffles on the 14-inch Octapan.
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When the water is low, you should be able to pull some colors from the Colorado River. Walk about 100
yards upriver; do not disturb the banks or dig up the beach at the boat launch.





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_007.jpg
Continental Divide

Spring Creek Pass
Elev 10,898 Feet |






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_004.jpg
R . AT Al I8
This sluice is set up with the right angle and the right water flow to process m:
PHOTO COURTESY.OF DIRKWILLIAME

aterial.





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_005.jpg
- ]

Panning machines can alleviate some of the wear and tear on an “old dog” like my uncle, Doug Romaine.
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Geology nerds ready to go underground. From left, Dirk Williams, Garret Romaine, and Frank Higgins.
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You can never have enough buckets at a placer operation. Note the shorter, half-size buckets, which
are easier to move around as the day wears on.
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If you have the patience and enjoy electronic devices, a metal detector can pay off big in some of the
large tailings fields found in the state of Colorado. Shown here is a small Falcon Gold Tracker pinpointer
and an older Minelab device.
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The more sample bottles you bring, the more concentrates you can clean up back at camp.
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Once you spot these old diggings, you'll know you've reached the open panning area at Rattlesnake
Gulch. Note that digging big holes like this is no longer allowed.





