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Introduction
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Why should we study the bible? Isn’t it enough to go to church once a week and listen to the Pastor?

Most Pastors who belong to one of the modern day churches have to follow what the church leaders tell them. They all have their own “statement of beliefs” to adhere too, and these doctrines vary from church to church in what they see as the truth. So since they cannot all be right, then some must be wrong. What if that refers to the church you are attending, if indeed you attend any church at all? How can you know what God sees as the truth? Well, it is up to the individual to sort the wheat from the chaff. How do we do that? Only by seeking the truth that God has concealed in his book, the bible.

Consider the following passage of scripture in the book of Proverbs.


Pro 25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things out. 


This is what God expects from us. We are to look constantly into the holy scriptures and find the truth that he has concealed there for us to discover. Please notice that God has not concealed them from us to keep it all a secret. No, he wants us to look for the truth. This is further emphasized in the following verses from the book of Isaiah.


Isa 28:9  To whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he explain the message? Those who are weaned from the milk, those taken from the breast? 

Isa 28:10  For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little.


This backs up what we read in Proverbs 25:2: that we must search out a matter that God has concealed. This is a real treasure hunt. If we can seek the will of God in our lives, we are not rejecting him, but we are embracing him and his way of life. There is a glorious reward for those who are prepared to seek God with their whole hearts. Read the following verse and see what this reward is.


Rom 2:7  To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.


Therefore, we must spend time in searching the scriptures. Looking for precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, there a little. Looking for the things God has concealed. We must search for these pearls of wisdom.
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Those who believe the “Law of Moses” must be kept by Christians today use the scriptures of Mat 5:17-18 to prove their point. But to interpret these verses as meaning the “Laws of Moses” are to be kept perpetually, is to miss the point in verse 18.


Mat 5:17  “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”

Mat 5:18  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 


What does verse 18 actually say? No part of the law will disappear. UNTIL EVERYTHING IS ACCOMPLISHED. And exactly what was going to be accomplished? We can find the answer in verse 17. Jesus came to fulfil the law and the prophets, not to abolish them. When he fulfilled them by dying on the cross, these laws and prophets had fulfilled their purpose. How can we be certain of this? Look at Hebrews 8:6-8.


In fact, the ministry that Jesus has received is superior to theirs, just as the covenant of which he is the mediator is superior to the old one, because the new covenant is established on better promises. 

Heb 8:7  For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another. 

Heb 8:8  But God found fault with the people and said: “The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.”


Jesus Christ is the mediator of the New Covenant, which is far superior to the Old Covenant, because the new is based on better promises. Faith in Jesus Christ is what the New Covenant requires, and this is possible to achieve because of the indwelling Holy Spirit given to Christians since the “Day of Pentecost”. The old Covenant was impossible for anyone to keep because of the complexities of the Old Covenant.

This is the key we must understand. Everything in the Old Testament has always pointed to the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. What has God recorded for us in Luk 24:44 that is so important to understand?


Luk 24:44  He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."


Jesus Christ must fulfill everything written in the “Law of Moses”, “The Prophets”, and “The Psalms”. What does the word “until” mean in Mat 5:18? It means that once Jesus Christ fulfills everything written in the “Law of Moses,” “The Prophets,” and “The Psalms,” the Old Covenant can be replaced with the New Covenant. What is the purpose of the New Covenant if it is not to replace the Old Covenant? We cannot have both covenants in force at the same time. One must give way to the other, and it is obviously the old that must go. 

The Old Covenant demanded a life of perfection in every law to be acceptable to God. Something every Israelite failed to accomplish, because it was impossible to keep these laws perfectly. To fail in the least of these laws was to fail in them all.

Forgiveness of sins is through Jesus Christ. Under the Old Covenant, or the “Law of Moses” as stated in Act 13:38-39, forgiveness of sins was unattainable.


Act 13:38  “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.”


Act 13:39  Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. 

If it is impossible to justify oneself through the Old Covenant, but Jesus Christ forgives our sins, then why would you want to attempt to keep the law of Moses? There is actually a penalty for doing this, as we see in Gal 5:3-6.


Gal 5:3  Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 

Gal 5:4  You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 

Gal 5:5  For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 

Gal 5:6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

To keep the law of Moses, instead of accepting Jesus Christ as your King of kings and Lord of lords, is to alienate yourself from Christ as verse 4 above clearly explains. If you accept Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, then you must let go of the “Law of Moses” and have faith in Jesus Christ. What was the purpose of the “Old Covenant”? It was to lead us to Christ, as we see in Gal 3:4.

Gal 3:24  So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith.


Here we see the word “until” used again. The Law of Moses was to be our guardian until Christ comes. Once Christ had come and had completed the work he came to do, this guardian, the old covenant, had served its purpose and is no longer needed. The new covenant is now in force.

Righteousness cannot be obtained through the law. If it could be, then why did Jesus come to die so painfully for us? What did he achieve if we can make ourselves acceptable to God by keeping “The Law of Moses”? What are we told in Gal 2:21?


Gal 2:21  “I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”

Jesus Christ is the all sufficient sacrifice for our sins. Faith is needed and not the “Law of Moses” that cannot justify anyone. The first covenant is now obsolete, and the new has come into force from the moment Jesus died on the cross.

Heb 8:13  By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear. 


The transition from the old to the new covenant was not intended to destroy the old. Rather, it was to fulfil the old. Jesus, the God who gave the law to Moses, and the prophecies to the Prophets, had no desire to eliminate what he had set in motion, instead he came to fulfil the law and the Prophets.

Faith and love replace all the sacrifices the Israelites had to keep.


Rom 13:8  Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 

Rom 13:9  The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not covet," and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 


The “Ten Commandments” are a moral law and are still in force today and always will be. A lawyer challenged Jesus when he asked Jesus what was the greatest command in the law. Read this encounter below.


Mat 22:36  'Teacher, which is the great command in the Law?' 

Mat 22:37  And Jesus said to him, 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thine understanding — 

Mat 22:38  this is a first
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