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Introduction

This sixth edition of Palabra por palabra has been substantially revised to reflect changes in the AQA AS and A-level examination specifications and contemporary topics. It contains a wealth of up-to-date, useful vocabulary, taken from printed and online publications for each of the topic areas, as well as new and updated sections:


•  Section A, Quiero decir…, provides a vocabulary framework for developing a theme either orally or in writing.

•  Section B deals with ‘false friends’, words that may not mean what their immediate appearance might suggest.

•  Section C offers help in choosing the correct equivalent for English words with several meanings and gives alternatives to some overused words.

•  Section D contains a range of vocabulary to support essay writing on film and literature.

•  Section E contains two extra lists on the topics of Sport and the Environment, which are not included in the AQA specification; should you choose one of these topics for the Individual Research Project (examined orally), the vocabulary will give you useful support.

•  Section F gives a list of useful, mainly abstract, verbs, which you could well need, but which don’t fit easily under any topic heading.



The core of the book consists of vocabulary lists relating to four major AQA themes, each of which is divided into three sections, each covering a topic from the AQA specification. These are divided further into specific social and cultural topics. At the end of each theme you will find:


•  some useful websites, which deal with or provide links to aspects of the particular topics

•  two or three exercises based on the relevant theme that practise the vocabulary listed therein, together with some strategies to help you to learn it



The method of this book is to list words and phrases in an order that follows the logic of a lesson about, or a discussion of, various aspects of each topic. The topics covered match those in the AQA A-level specification and, as such, this book is ideal to use alongside any textbook for the course, particularly in order to prepare for your oral examination. All theme-based vocabulary has been included with the aim of using it in an oral register.

All sections have been divided into manageable subsections, and cross-references are provided where relevant vocabulary may occur in more than one chapter.

The following abbreviations have been used:


•  LAm (Latin America)

•  Sp (Spain)

•  adj (adjective)

•  adv (adverb)

•  coll (colloquial)

•  f (feminine)

•  indic (indicative)

•  inf (infinitive)

•  trans (transitive)

•  intrans (intransitive)

•  lit (literally)

•  n (noun)

•  pl (plural)

•  pres (present)

•  subj (subjunctive)

•  v (verb)



Learning vocabulary

As an advanced language student, you will by now be aware that words are the tools of the trade. However sound your knowledge of grammar and facts, and however brilliant your ideas, you cannot express them without the necessary words! And unlike when you learnt your mother tongue, unless you are extremely lucky, you won’t be surrounded by people speaking Spanish 24/7. More likely your contact will be limited to a few hours of Spanish classes per week. Try, however, to increase your contact through websites, satellite broadcasts, newspapers, magazines or other materials in Spanish that you can lay your hands on. This little book provides you with a good selection of words and phrases on the topics you will encounter, but you should also keep your own vocabulary notebook (paper or electronic) and record, as far as possible under topic headings, any further ones you come across.

Vocabulary learning is a highly personal process and each of us will discover the method that suits us best. However, you must accept that it won’t ‘stick’ without some positive effort on your part. The important thing is to experiment and find the method that works best for you. And, by the way, ‘method’ is the key word: you must be methodical.

The following hints might help:


•  Don’t try to absorb too much at once: 20 words might be sufficient, possibly fewer.

•  You will need to check these several times, at intervals, marking the ones you know.

•  Take a break or do something else, then check again.

•  Check them yet again before learning the next batch.

•  Work alone, checking yourself, or get a friend or family member to test you.

•  Don’t let lists of words accumulate. Better to learn little and often.

•  Use the words you have learnt in your written and spoken work: ‘use them or lose them’ applies here.



You can also expand your vocabulary by taking a word and seeing how many related words you know: e.g. cocina – kitchen, cooking or cooker; cocer – to cook; cocción – (process of) cooking; cocinar – to cook; cocinero/a – cook/chef. You can browse this section of a dictionary for further related words, or work with a friend to see who can find the most words. You can also see how many words you can find associated by ideas: cocina – gas – eléctrico – electricidad – luz – alumbrar etc.; or by opposites: empezar – terminar, permitir – prohibir. The exercises at the end of the theme-based sections will help you enlarge your vocabulary, e.g. by finding cognates, synonyms and antonyms.

Websites

For links (enlaces), Google and Yahoo are perfectly adequate: type in
www.google.es or www.yahoo.es.

All the main Spanish and Spanish American press publications have their own websites, with many features relevant to the topics covered in this book. The main publications are listed below.

Newspapers



	

•  El País




	www.elpais.es



	

•  ABC




	www.abc.es



	

•  El Mundo




	www.elmundo.es



	

•  La Vanguardia




	www.lavanguardia.es




Regional papers in the Diario series, e.g.:


•  Diario montañés (Cantabria) www.eldiariomontanes.es



Magazines



	

•  Cambio16




	www.cambio16.com




	

•  Tiempo




	www.tiempodehoy.com




	

•  ¡Hola!




	www.hola.com



	

•  Marca




	www.marca.com



	

•  as




	https://as.com




You can also find a comprehensive list of publications by visiting
www.prensaescrita.com and then typing in the relevant area after adding a slash.

For Hispanic culture in general, the Instituto Cervantes website is useful:
https://cvc.cervantes.es

Other general websites with many useful links are the relevant Spanish government ministries:



	

•  Agricultura y Pesca, Alimentación y Medio ambiente




	www.mpama.gob.es



	

•  Asunto Exteriores y Cooperación




	www.exteriores.gob.es



	

•  Economía, Industria y Competividad




	www.mineco.gob.es



	

•  Empleo y Seguridad Social




	www.empleo.gob.es



	

•  Educación, Cultura y Deporte




	www.mecd.gob.es/portada-mecd



	

•  Energía, Turismo y Agenda Digital




	www.minetad.gob.es



	

•  Fomento




	www.fomento.gob.es



	

•  Hacienda y Función Pública




	www.minhafp.gob.es



	

•  Justicia




	www.mjusticia.gob.es



	

•  Sanidad, Servicios Sociales e Igualdad Interior




	www.interior.gob.es




The country suffixes for sites in Spanish-speaking countries are:



	

Argentina




	

.ar







	

Bolivia




	

.bo







	

Chile




	

.cl







	

Colombia




	

.co







	

Costa Rica




	

.cr







	

Cuba




	

.cu







	

Ecuador




	

.ec







	

Guatemala




	

.gt







	

México




	

.mx







	

Nicaragua




	

.ni







	

Panamá




	

.pa







	

Paraguay




	

.py







	

Perú




	

.pe







	

República Dominicana




	

.do







	

El Salvador




	

.sv







	

Spain




	

.es







	

Uruguay




	

.uy







	

Venezuela




	

.ve








For example, the Peruvian ministry of education site is www.minedu.gob.pe. You will find a list of possible websites for further research at the end of most of the theme-based chapters in this book.


Sección A

Quiero decir…

The purpose of this section is to provide the vocabulary to enable you to state, develop and conclude a written or spoken argument. The subsections are arranged in an order that seems to be the most logical, but do remember that many words and expressions could well be used in other parts of the argument, and in other contexts.



	A.1 Preparar el terreno
	Preparing the ground



	

primero




	

first, firstly







	

segundo




	

second, secondly







	

tercero




	

third, thirdly







	

el tema




	

subject, topic, theme







	

el problema




	

problem







	

la crisis




	

crisis







	

la cuestión




	

question (for discussion), issue







	

en primer/segundo/tercer lugar




	

in the first/second/third place







	

al principio




	

at first, at the beginning







	

de antemano




	

beforehand







	

tenemos que preguntarnos




	

we have to ask ourselves







	

a primera vista




	

at first sight







	

a corto plazo




	

in the short term







	

a largo plazo




	

in the long term







	

ordenar los datos




	

to get the facts in order







	

despejar el terreno




	

to clear the ground







	

¿de qué se trata?




	

what is it about?







	

resumir el tema/la cuestión




	

to summarise the issue







	

afrontar el tema/la situación




	

to face (up to) the issue/situation







	

el problema que se plantea es…




	

the problem to be addressed/that arises is…







	

es un tema que ya me preocupa/interesa desde hace algún tiempo




	

it’s a topic that has been concerning/interesting me for some time now







	

una crisis a escala mundial




	

a crisis on a world scale







	

una situación inquietante




	

a worrying situation







	

la preocupación predominante




	

the main worry/concern










	A.2 Aportar más ideas
	Bringing in more ideas



	

además




	

besides, moreover







	

es más




	

moreover







	

además de lo dicho




	

in addition to what has been said







	

asimismo




	

likewise







	

en principio




	

in principle







	

en esto




	

at this point/stage







	

por consiguiente




	

consequently, therefore







	

por consecuencia




	

consequently, therefore







	

por otra parte




	

on the other hand







	

debido a esto




	

owing/due to this







	

de hecho




	

in fact







	

dicho de otro modo




	

in other words







	

dicho eso




	

that said, having said that







	

o sea…




	

or to put it another way…, or rather…







	

no solo… sino…




	

not only…but…







	

como ya se sabe




	

as we already know







	

es decir




	

that is to say, i.e.







	

en este contexto




	

in this context







	

por añadidura




	

in addition







	

a propósito




	

by the way







	

tanto… como…




	

both… and…







	

como resultado (de)




	

as a result (of)







	

resulta que…




	

it turns out that…, the result is that…







	

esto explica por qué…




	

this explains why…







	

no me explico por qué…




	

I don’t understand why…







	

así




	

thus







	

así es que




	

therefore







	

por supuesto




	

of course







	

claro que (+ clause)




	

of course…







	

en realidad




	

in reality, in fact







	

aparte de eso




	

apart from that







	

se trata de




	

it’s a question of










	A.3 Obstáculos
	Obstacles



	

sin embargo




	

however







	

desgraciadamente




	

unfortunately







	

por desgracia




	

unfortunately







	

no obstante




	

nevertheless







	

a pesar de esto




	

in spite of this







	

el tropiezo




	

the stumbling block







	

sea como sea




	

be that as it may, that’s as may be







	

la situación va empeorando




	

situation is getting worse







	

teniendo en cuenta el hecho de que




	

bearing in mind the fact that







	

dado que




	

given that










	A.4 Yo creo…
	I think…



	

a mi parecer




	

in my opinion







	

a mi modo de ver




	

I think that…







	

a mí me parece que…




	

I think that…







	

yo opino que…




	

I think that…







	

por mi parte




	

for my part







	

desde mi punto de vista




	

from my point of view







	

(no) estoy de acuerdo con los que…




	

I am (not) in agreement with those who…







	

estoy convencido/a de que (+ indic)




	

I am persuaded/convinced that…







	

no estoy convencido/a de que (+ subj)




	

I am not persuaded/convinced that…







	

que yo sepa




	

as far as I know







	

yo que tú/usted/ellos




	

if I were you/them







	

no estoy totalmente a favor de (+ n or inf)




	

I’m not entirely in favour of…







	

no estoy ni a favor ni en contra de (+ n or inf)




	

I’m neither for nor against…







	

no es una opinión/actitud que comparta yo




	

it’s not an opinion/attitude which I share







	

aunque quisiera pensar de otra manera




	

although I would like to think otherwise










	A.5 Otros dicen…
	Others say…



	

hay quienes dicen que…




	

there are those who say that…







	

la gente piensa que…




	

people think that…







	

otros constatan que…




	

others maintain that…







	

la (gran) mayoría opina que…




	

the (vast) majority think that…







	

según se oye/se lee




	

according to what one hears/reads







	

según una encuesta




	

according to a survey/opinion poll







	

sondear las opiniones




	

to sound out opinions







	

la verdad lisa y llana es…




	

the plain truth of the matter is…







	

cualquiera es capaz de ver que…




	

anyone can see that…







	

desde el punto de vista ajeno




	

from other people’s point of view







	

es de presumir que…




	

presumably







	

según cabe presumir




	

presumably







	

las cifras atestan que…




	

the figures prove that…







	

como ya se sabe




	

as is already known







	

que se sepa




	

as far as is known







	

no se puede menos de pensar que…




	

one cannot help thinking that…







	

es una ilusión creer que… (+ subj)




	

we’re kidding ourselves if we believe that…







	

eso sería tremendamente optimista




	

that would be wildly optimistic







	

cualquiera que crea esto…




	

anyone who believes this…










	A.6 La discusión sigue
	The discussion continues



	

al contrario




	

on the contrary, on the other hand







	

visto así




	

seen like that







	

por un lado




	

on the one hand







	

por otro lado




	

on the other hand







	

de todos modos




	

in any case, anyway







	

de todas maneras/formas




	

in any case, anyway







	

en lo que concierne




	

as for







	

en cuanto a




	

as for







	

en lugar de eso




	

instead of that







	

mientras que




	

whereas







	

no cabe duda de que…




	

there is no doubt that…







	

no se puede negar que…




	

there is no denying that…







	

es cierto que…




	

it’s true/certain that…







	

el quid de la cuestión (es que…)




	

the crux of the matter (is that…)







	

hay que tener en cuenta (que…)




	

you have to bear in mind (that…)







	

me limito a señalar…




	

I confine myself to pointing out…







	

más vale… que…




	

it’s better to…than…







	

vale considerar…




	

it’s worth considering…







	

según toda probabilidad




	

in all probability







	

nadie ignora que…




	

everybody knows that…, nobody is unaware that…







	

por si acaso




	

just in case







	

no hay manera de saber si…




	

there is no way of knowing whether…







	

para colmo




	

to cap it all







	

y por si eso fuera poco




	

and as if that were not enough







	

no hay manera de saber si…




	

there is no way of knowing whether…







	

a juzgar por…




	

to judge by…, judging by…







	

en función de…




	

in proportion to…, according to (in that sense)…







	

en razón de…




	

by reason of…, because of…, due to…










	A.7 Por ejemplo
	For example



	

consideremos




	

let’s consider







	

pongamos por caso lo de…




	

let’s take for example the matter of…







	

en concreto




	

in particular







	

según el caso




	

as the case may be







	

para ilustrar el problema




	

to illustrate the problem







	

con respecto a…




	

with regard to…







	

vamos a abordar otro aspecto




	

let us tackle another aspect







	

vamos a profundizar




	

let’s think about it in greater depth







	

vale agregar que…




	

it’s worth adding that…










	A.8 ¿Cómo?
	How?



	

¿hasta qué punto?




	

to what extent?







	

hasta cierto punto




	

to a certain extent







	

extremadamente




	

extremely







	

totalmente




	

completely, utterly







	

principalmente




	

mainly, principally







	

tanto más




	

all the more so







	

de cierto modo




	

in a certain way







	

de cierta manera/forma




	

in a certain way







	

de ningún modo




	

in no way







	

de ninguna manera




	

in no way







	

de un modo u otro




	

in one way or another







	

de una manera u otra




	

in one way or another







	

apenas




	

hardly







	

en ninguna circunstancia




	

in no circumstance(s)







	

simplemente




	

simply







	

sencillamente




	

simply







	

puramente




	

purely, merely







	

prácticamente




	

practically, nearly







	

parcialmente




	

partially, partly







	

igualmente




	

equally, to the same extent







	

efectivamente




	

actually, in fact







	

parecido a…




	

like…, similar to…







	

similar a…




	

like…, similar to…







	

por la mayor parte




	

for the most part, mostly







	

a cambio de…




	

in exchange for…







	

se trata de saber cómo…




	

it’s a question of knowing how…










	A.9 ¿Cuándo?
	When?



	

durante estos últimos años/meses




	

in the last few years/months







	

hace poco




	

a short time/while ago







	

anteriormente




	

formerly







	

recientemente




	

recently







	

recién construido




	

recently/newly built







	

recién nacido




	

recently/newly born (recién is used with various past participles in this sense)







	

en el momento en (el) que…




	

at the moment when…







	

en aquel mismo momento




	

at that very moment







	

en un momento dado




	

at a given moment







	

hoy (en) día




	

nowadays







	

en la actualidad




	

nowadays, at the present time







	

la situación actual




	

the present/current situation







	

mientras tanto




	

meanwhile, in the meantime







	

posteriormente




	

subsequently, afterwards







	

con posterioridad




	

subsequently, afterwards







	

cuanto antes




	

as soon as possible







	

lo más pronto posible




	

as soon as possible







	

dentro de unos pocos días




	

in a few days’ time







	

dentro de poco




	

soon, in a short time







	

sin demora




	

without delay







	

algún día




	

some day







	

desde ahora




	

from now (on)







	

a partir de este/ese momento




	

from this/that moment (on)







	

a continuación




	

then, next, below (on page or in list)







	

desde… hasta…




	

from…until…







	

nunca más




	

never again







	

en la Edad Media




	

in the Middle Ages







	

en la época de la dictadura




	

at the time of the dictatorship







	

la década




	

decade







	

durante los años noventa




	

during the 1990s







	

al final del siglo




	

at the turn of the century







	

tardar (mucho) tiempo en (+ inf)




	

to take a (very) long time in (verb-ing)







	

cada cuando




	

every so often







	

cada pocos días




	

every few days







	

a cualquier hora




	

at any time







	

por primera/segunda/última vez




	

for the first/second/last time







	

por enésima vez




	

for the umpteenth time







	

cada vez (que…)




	

each/every time (that…), whenever










	A.10 ¿Por qué?
	Why?



	

preguntarse por qué




	

to wonder why







	

deberíamos preguntarnos si…




	

we should ask ourselves if/whether…







	

según los datos




	

according to the facts







	

eso explica por qué…




	

that explains why…







	

no me explico por qué…




	

I can’t explain/don’t understand why…







	

se trata de saber por qué…




	

it’s a question of knowing why…







	

debemos tratar de descubrir por qué…




	

we must try to find out why…







	

¿para qué?




	

what for?, for what purpose?







	

para comprender mejor




	

in order to understand better







	

puesto que…




	

since/because…







	

ya que…




	

since/because…







	

por cualquier razón




	

for whatever reason







	

la razón principal




	

the main reason







	

la piedra clave




	

the keystone, the keynote










	A.11 La verdad es que…
	The truth is that…




The expressions followed by que in this section all express fact or assumed fact, and are therefore followed by the indicative.



	

claro que es verdad que…




	

of course it’s true that…







	

lo cierto es que…




	

what is certain is that…







	

no cabe duda de que…




	

there’s no doubt that…







	

en efecto yo diría que…




	

in fact I’d say that…







	

quiero dejar muy claro que…




	

I want to make it very clear that…







	

el caso es que…




	

the fact is that…







	

otro factor es que…




	

another factor is that…







	

no se puede negar que…




	

it cannot be denied that…







	

parece ser que…




	

it seems that…







	

debemos tener en cuenta que…




	

we have to bear in mind that…







	

si nos damos cuenta de que…




	

if we realise that…







	

resulta que…




	

the result is/it turns out that…







	

de ahí que…




	

that’s the reason why…







	

el dilema es que…




	

the dilemma is that…







	

actualmente se calcula que…




	

at the moment it is estimated/calculated that…







	

un 70% de los entrevistados opina que…




	

70% of those interviewed reckon that…







	

hay quienes afirman que…




	

there are those who maintain that…







	

ser consciente de que…




	

to be conscious/aware that…







	

menos mal que…




	

it’s a good job/thank goodness that…










	A.12 A mi juicio…
	In my judgement…




When the phrase makes a judgement or indicates a purpose, the verb which follows que is in the subjunctive. Remember that the tense of the subjunctive will depend on the rules of tense sequence, and therefore phrases containing sería, which is conditional, will require the imperfect subjunctive. These are marked with an asterisk (*).



	

a mí me parece lógico que…




	

it seems logical/sensible to me that…







	

no me sorprende que…




	

I’m not surprised that…







	

todo esto justifica que…




	

all this justifies (the fact) that…







	

parece inverosímil que…




	

it seems unlikely that…







	

parece mentira que…




	

it seems incredible that…







	

a mí me resulta curioso que…




	

I find it extraordinary that…







	

más vale que…




	

it’s better/best that…







	

a mí no me importa que…




	

it’s of no concern to me whether/that, it doesn’t matter to me whether/that…







	

no es porque…




	

it’s not because…







	

¿no parece significativo que…?




	

doesn’t it seem significant that…?







	

esto explica que se escriba así…




	

that explains why it should be written like that…







	

es intolerable/insoportable que…




	

it’s intolerable that…







	

me preocupa bastante que…




	

I’m somewhat/rather worried that…







	

¿por qué tenemos que soportar que…?




	

why should we put up with the fact that…?







	

sería un milagro que…*




	

it would be a miracle if…







	

mi preferencia sería que…*




	

my preference would be that…







	

¿no sería mejor que…?*




	

wouldn’t it be better if…?







	

si no fuera porque…*




	

if it weren’t for the fact that…







	

es de suma importancia que…




	

it is of extreme importance that…







	

¿por qué no exigimos todos que…?




	

why don’t we all demand that…?







	

es de lamentar que…




	

it is to be regretted that…







	

es una vergüenza nacional que…




	

it’s a national disgrace that…







	

es incluso más sorprendente que…




	

it’s even more astonishing that…







	

lo fundamental debe ser que…




	

the main thing should be that…







	

pongamos por caso que…




	

let’s suppose that…










	A.13 La validez del argumento
	The validity of the argument



	

razonar




	

to reason







	

el razonamiento




	

the reasoning







	

un caso irrebatible




	

a watertight case







	

un argumento de peso




	

a strong/robust argument







	

este modo de enfocar la cuestión




	

this approach to the question







	

si aceptamos este punto de vista




	

if we accept this point of view







	

el argumento no vale, porque…




	

the argument is no good, because…







	

rechazar un argumento




	

to reject an argument







	

condenar rotundamente




	

to condemn roundly







	

ver/no ver lo esencial del asunto




	

to see/miss the point







	

el argumento no está bien fundado




	

the argument won’t hold water







	

no tiene pies ni cabeza




	

it’s all at sixes and sevens







	

carece de sentido




	

it lacks sense/meaning







	

carece de consistencia




	

it lacks consistency







	

el punto flaco del argumento




	

the weak point of the argument







	

no tiene nada que ver con la realidad




	

it has nothing to do with reality







	

hacer la vista gorda (a)




	

to turn a blind eye (to)







	

pongamos el argumento patas arriba




	

let’s turn the argument on its head










	A.14 Soluciones y conclusiones
	Solutions and conclusions



	

de acuerdo




	

agreed







	

(estar) de acuerdo con…




	

(to be) in agreement with







	

a fin de cuentas




	

after all, when all is said and done







	

en resumen




	

to sum up (adv), in brief







	

resumir




	

to sum up







	

la clave del problema tiene que ser




	

the key to the problem has to be







	

la solución que se destaca




	

the solution which stands out







	

tomar medidas urgentes




	

to take urgent measures







	

ya hemos constatado que…




	

we have already stated that…







	

teniendo en cuenta todos los puntos de vista




	

bearing in mind all points of view







	

podemos deducir que…




	

we can deduce that…







	

es una perspectiva…




	

the outlook is…







	

optimista




	

optimistic/bright







	

poco optimista




	

not very optimistic







	

(muy) pesimista




	

(very) pessimistic/gloomy







	

(nada) favorable




	

(not very) favourable







	

aunque con ciertas dudas/reservas




	

although with certain doubts/reservations







	

por fin




	

finally, at last







	

en conclusión




	

in conclusion







	

para concluir




	

in conclusion







	

para que la situación siga mejorando




	

so that the situation continues to improve







	

de modo que la situación no empeore




	

so that the situation does not deteriorate







	

ojalá pudiera concluir diciendo que…




	

I wish I could conclude by saying that…







	

no hay otra conclusión que valga




	

there is no other valid conclusion









Sección B

Amigos algo falsos y muy falsos

Many Spanish words of almost identical appearance to their English equivalents also have much the same meaning. Some, however, although they may share one or more meanings, are used more commonly with a different sense, as in Section B.1. Some other words have a totally different meaning, which could even lead you into embarrassing situations. These latter, in Section B.2, are known as ‘false friends’. So pay close attention to these lists!



	B.1 ¡Cuidadito!
	Be a bit careful!



	

absolutamente




	

absolutely (in agreement with affirmative or negative statements)







	

en absoluto




	

not at all, absolutely not







	

adecuado/a




	

suitable







	

admirar




	

to surprise, to astonish (also ‘to admire’)







	

agitar




	

to wave (arms etc.)







	

aguardar




	

to wait (for)







	

alterar(se)




	

to make/get upset/angry







	

anciano/a




	

(applied to people) old person







	

antiguo/a




	

ancient, former







	

asistir (a)




	

to be present at, to attend (NOT ‘to assist’)







	

la asistencia




	

attendance (rather than ‘assistance’)







	

la batería




	

drums (in band), drummer (also ‘battery’)







	

bruto/a




	

coarse, rough, uncouth; gross (weight etc.)







	

la cacerola




	

saucepan







	

el/la canguro




	

baby-sitter







	

la comisión




	

committee







	

la comodidad




	

comfort







	

completo/a




	

full (hotel, bus etc.) (also ‘complete’)







	

la conferencia




	

lecture, talk (also ‘conference’)







	

el cristal




	

pane of glass, window pane







	

crudo/a




	

raw, uncooked, untreated







	

la cuestión




	

question (to be discussed, rather than asked)







	

la desgracia




	

misfortune, bad luck







	

por desgracia




	

unfortunately







	

divertir(se)




	

to amuse/be amused







	

efectivamente




	

in fact, indeed, actually







	

en efecto




	

in fact, indeed, actually







	

la época




	

period of time, season, era







	

fatal




	

dreadful, awful, ghastly







	

genial




	

inspired, brilliant







	

el genio




	

disposition, nature; bad temper







	

ignorar




	

not to know, to be ignorant of







	

el/la infante/a




	

prince/princess







	

la memoria




	

memory (mechanism)







	

la moneda




	

coin; currency







	

particular




	

private







	

la ración




	

portion, helping (of food)







	

real




	

royal (also ‘real’, ‘true’)







	

el régimen (pl los regímenes)




	

diet (also ‘regime’)







	

registrar




	

to search, to inspect (baggage etc.)







	

regular (adj)




	

so-so (health, quality etc.)







	

solicitar




	

to ask for, to request; to apply for (job)







	

suceder




	

to happen (only ‘succeed’ in sense of ‘come after’)










	B.2 ¡Mucho cuidado!
	Be very careful!



	

acomodar(se)




	

to make (oneself) comfortable







	

acostar(se)




	

to put/go to bed, to lie down







	

actual




	

present (in time)







	

actualmente




	

at present, now







	

afrontar




	

to face up to







	

avisar




	

to warn







	

la bala




	

bullet







	

balancear(se)




	

to rock, to sway







	

el balón




	

(large) ball, e.g. football







	

bizarro/a




	

brave, gallant







	

el campo




	

field; country (as opposed to town)







	

la carpeta




	

folder, portfolio







	

casual




	

chance (adj)







	

casualmente




	

by chance







	

por casualidad




	

by chance







	

la casualidad




	

chance, coincidence







	

el c(h)rismas




	

Christmas card







	

el collar




	

necklace







	

el compromiso




	

commitment, engagement; predicament







	

comprometerse




	

to commit oneself; to get into a predicament







	

concretar(se)




	

to make/become more specific







	

el delito




	

crime, offence







	

el disgusto




	

annoyance, displeasure







	

embarazarse




	

to become pregnant







	

embarazada




	

pregnant







	

energético/a (adj)




	

to do with energy, e.g. la crisis energética (use enérgico/a for person etc.)







	

eventual




	

fortuitous, dependent upon circumstances







	

el éxito




	

success







	

fastidiar(se)




	

to annoy, to get annoyed







	

el fastidio




	

annoyance







	

la gana




	

desire, wish







	

tener ganas de




	

to wish to, to feel like (doing sth)







	

gentil




	

elegant, graceful







	

el gusto




	

pleasure, delight; taste







	

honesto/a




	

decent, chaste







	

honrado/a




	

honest, honourable







	

el idioma




	

language







	

jubilarse




	

to retire







	

largo/a




	

long







	

la letra




	

letter of alphabet; handwriting; words of song







	

loco/a




	

mad







	

molestar




	

to annoy, to irritate







	

la molestia




	

annoyance, irritation







	

el nudo




	

knot







	

el obsequio




	

gift, present







	

la parcela




	

plot of land







	

el pariente/la parienta




	

relative, relation







	

pinchar




	

to prick, to puncture







	

pisar




	

to tread, to trample







	

el preservativo




	

condom







	

pretender




	

to seek to, to try to; to claim







	

quitar(se)




	

to take away, to remove, to take off







	

el rato




	

(short) while







	

recordar




	

to remember







	

el refrán




	

proverb, saying







	

la renta




	

income







	

revolver




	

to stir, to mix up, to turn round/over







	

la ropa




	

clothes







	

sano/a




	

healthy







	

el talón




	

heel (of shoe); cheque, cheque stub







	

la tinta




	

ink; dye







	

la tormenta




	

storm









Sección C

¡Escoge la palabra correcta!

You need to take great care when selecting the Spanish equivalent of these English words.



	C.1 ¡Cuidado!
	Careful!



	 
	 



	

to appear




	 



	

come into sight




	

aparecer







	

seem




	

parecer







	 
	 



	

to apply




	 



	

for job




	

solicitar, pedir







	

substance (to)




	

aplicar (a)







	 
	 



	

to argue




	 



	

quarrel




	

reñir







	

reason




	

argüir







	 
	 



	

to ask




	 



	

a question




	

preguntar







	

sb for sth




	

pedir algo a alguien







	

sb to do sth




	

pedir a alguien que haga algo







	 
	 



	

to become




	 



	

+ noun




	

hacerse, convertirse en







	

+ occupation




	

hacerse, llegar a ser







	

+ adjective




	

ponerse; hacerse (implies effort)







	

or make verb from adjective




	

e.g. independizarse (become independent)







	 
	 



	

both




	 



	

referring to two people or objects




	

ambos/as, los/las dos







	

both…and…




	

tanto… como…







	 
	 



	

to burn




	 



	

consume or damage by fire




	

quemar







	

be on fire




	

arder







	 
	 



	

to care




	 



	

look after




	

cuidar







	

care/worry about




	

preocuparse por, interesarse por







	

take care




	

tener cuidado







	 
	 



	

care (n)




	 



	

anxiety




	

la inquietud







	 
	 



	

to come




	

venir







	

for ‘come in/out/up/down’ etc. see also under ‘go’.




	 



	 
	 



	

to drive




	 



	

drive a vehicle




	

conducir







	

drive somewhere




	

ir en coche







	

drive + adj




	

volver (e.g. volver loco/a – drive mad)







	 
	 



	

to enjoy




	 



	

have use/benefit of (circumstances, health etc.)




	

gozar







	

take delight in




	

gustar (e.g. ¿Te gustó la película? – Did you enjoy the film?)







	

enjoy oneself




	

divertirse, pasarlo bien







	 
	 



	

to fail




	 



	

be a flop, not succeed




	

fracasar







	

crops, machinery etc.




	

fallar







	

in obligation, duty etc.




	

faltar







	

an exam




	

suspender







	

fail to do sth




	

dejar de hacer algo








There are numerous other idiomatic uses: check in the dictionary.



	

to get




	 



	

obtain




	

obtener, conseguir







	

receive




	

recibir







	

become + adj




	

ponerse







	

followed by an adjective in English translation of certain reflexive verbs




	

cansarse (to get tired); mojarse (to get wet)







	

go and get




	

ir por








This is a multipurpose word in English. The best tip is to find another English word which expresses the meaning of ‘get’ and use the Spanish equivalent.



	

to go




	

ir







	

go/come in(to)




	

entrar (en)







	

go/come out (of)




	

salir (de)







	

go/come up




	

subir







	

go/come down




	

bajar







	

go/come across




	

cruzar, atravesar







	

go/come back




	

volver







	

go/come by




	

pasar







	

go away




	

irse, marcharse, alejarse








See also Section C.2.4 below.



	

to know




	 



	

know a fact, know that…




	

saber (que)







	

know how to




	

saber + inf







	

know/be acquainted with a person/place




	

conocer







	

NOT to know (a fact/that…)




	

ignorar







	 
	 



	

last




	 



	

in series




	

último/a







	

previous (e.g. last Monday)




	

pasado/a







	 
	 



	

to leave




	 



	

go off/away




	

irse, marcharse







	

train, plane etc.




	

salir (de)







	

leave (the house, work etc.)




	

salir (de casa, del trabajo, etc.)







	

allow to remain




	

dejar







	

abandon




	

abandonar







	 
	 



	

to let




	 



	

rent out




	

alquilar







	

permit, let sth happen




	

dejar (+ inf or subj), permitir (+ subj), que + pres subj







	 
	 



	

to love




	 



	

a person




	

querer, amar







	

an activity, food etc.




	

encantar (e.g. me encanta – I love it)







	

fall in love (with)




	

enamorarse (de)







	

be in love (with)




	

estar enamorado/a (de)







	 
	 



	

to look




	 



	

look at




	

mirar







	

look for, have a look for




	

buscar







	

seem




	

parecer







	

look like, resemble




	

parecerse a







	 
	 



	

look (n)




	 



	

act of looking




	

la mirada







	

appearance




	

el aspecto







	

fashion




	

la moda, el estilo







	 
	 



	

to manage




	 



	

manage to




	

conseguir, lograr + inf







	

a company




	

dirigir, gestionar







	 
	 



	

to move




	 



	

general




	

mover (trans), moverse (intrans)







	

move house




	

mudarse de casa







	 
	 



	

to order




	 



	

command




	

mandar, ordenar







	

request (e.g. purchase)




	

pedir, encargar







	

in restaurant




	

pedir







	 
	 



	

order (n)




	 



	

for purchase or food




	

el pedido







	

command




	

la orden







	

succession, arrangement




	

el orden







	 
	 



	

to put




	 



	

general




	

poner







	

place




	

colocar







	

put into




	

meter (en)







	 
	 



	

quite




	 



	

completely




	

totalmente, completamente







	

rather, somewhat




	

bastante, algo, un poco







	

not quite




	

no del todo







	 
	 



	

to reflect




	 



	

reflect light




	

reflejar







	

think




	

reflexionar







	 
	 



	

to run




	 



	

action of running




	

correr







	

run an organisation etc.




	

dirigir







	

in a particular direction:




	 



	

run up




	

subir corriendo







	

run down




	

bajar corriendo







	

run in(to)




	

entrar corriendo (en)







	

run out (from)




	

salir corriendo (de)







	 
	 



	

to sit




	 



	

sit down (i.e. action)




	

sentarse







	

be sitting/seated (state)




	

estar sentado/a







	 
	 



	

sorry




	 



	

when you interrupt or unintentionally hurt sb




	

¡perdón!







	

to apologise emphatically, generally express regret, be sorry about




	

sentir, lamentar







	

to be (very) sorry that…




	

sentir (mucho) que + subj







	 
	 



	

to stand




	 



	

stand up




	

levantarse, ponerse de pie







	

be standing (if bodily position is of importance)




	

estar de pie







	

be standing (if bodily position is not important)




	

estar parado







	

tolerate, put up with




	

aguantar, soportar







	 
	 



	

to stop




	 



	

bring/come to a halt




	

parar(se), detener(se)







	

stop doing sth




	

dejar/terminar de hacer algo







	

cease, e.g. rain




	

cesar







	

prevent sb from doing sth




	

impedir que alguien haga algo







	 
	 



	

to succeed




	 



	

be successful




	

tener éxito







	

succeed in (doing)




	

conseguir/lograr + inf







	

be next in succession to




	

suceder a







	 
	 



	

to take




	 



	

general




	

tomar







	

take hold of, catch




	

coger







	 
	

Warning: this verb has vulgar sexual connotations in most of Spanish America – use tomar.







	 
	 



	

occupy




	

ocupar







	

take sb or sth somewhere, i.e. lead, transport




	

llevar







	

take out (from)




	

sacar (de)







	 
	 



	

then




	 



	

next




	

luego, después







	

at that time




	

entonces







	

so, in that case




	

pues, entonces







	 
	 



	

time




	 



	

concept or duration




	

el tiempo







	

occasion




	

la vez







	

time of day




	

la hora







	

period/span of time




	

la época







	

short period of time/while




	

el rato







	

to have a good time




	

divertirse, pasarlo bien







	 
	 



	

to try




	 



	

endeavour to




	

tratar de, intentar, procurar







	

try out, try on (i.e. test, sample)




	

probar







	 
	 



	

to turn (as intrans v)




	 



	

revolve




	

girar







	

change direction




	

volver







	

turn round




	

volverse, dar la vuelta







	

turn into (become)




	

convertirse en, transformarse en







	

turn + adj




	

volverse, ponerse







	 
	 



	

to walk




	 



	

action of walking




	

andar







	

to go for a walk




	

pasearse, dar un paseo







	

in a particular direction:




	 



	

walk up




	

subir andando







	

walk down




	

bajar andando







	

walk in(to)




	

entrar andando (en)







	

walk out (of)




	

salir andando (de)







	 
	 



	

to wipe




	 



	

clean




	

limpiar







	

dry




	

secar, enjugar







	 
	 



	

to work




	 



	

do work




	

trabajar







	

function




	

funcionar







	 
	 



	

work (n)




	 



	

job, the work you do




	

el trabajo







	

work of art




	

la obra







	

road/building works




	

las obras










	C.2 Sinónimos para palabras corrientes
	Synonyms for common words




We are all inclined to use common, general-purpose words such as ‘to be’, ‘to have’, ‘lots of’, when we could and should be more precise. Here are some alternative suggestions. However, a word of warning: some ‘synonyms’ might not be synonymous with all meanings of a particular word, and might have a particular nuance, hence the reason for including some examples to help you decide.



	C.2.1 Ser/Estar
	To be




Be aware first of all of the differences between ser and estar, which you will find fully explained in any grammar book.

Estar


•  be in a place, position or state (talking of people): encontrarse, hallarse





	

Loli se encontraba enferma aquel día.




	

Loli was ill that day.









•  be in a place, talking of objects or towns, cities etc: encontrarse, hallarse, situarse, and rather more sophisticatedly, ubicarse





	

Salamanca se encuentra ubicada/se sitúa/se ubica en el río Tormes.




	

Salamanca is on the river Tormes.









•  be in a state, usually after an action (not necessarily expressed): quedar





	

La ciudad quedaba en ruinas.




	

The town was (left) in ruins.








Ser


•  be considered: considerarse





	

Pepe se considera muy listo




	

Pepe thinks he is very clever










	C.2.2 Hay
	There is/are





•  se encuentra(n): there is/are to be found

•  se ve(n): there is/are to be seen





	

Se encuentran/ven muchos edificios históricos en esta ciudad.




	

There are lots of historic buildings in this town.










	C.2.3 Ir, etc.
	To go/come





•  to a place: dirigirse a, viajar, desplazarse a (implies effort or travel)





	

Viajo/Me desplazo cada día desde Segovia a Madrid.




	

I go/come from Segovia to Madrid each day.









•  go away: irse, but also marcharse





	

¿Cuándo te marchas/te vas?




	

When are you going (away)?









•  go/move away: alejarse (tends to emphasise increasing distance; it’s derived from lejos)





	

El tren se alejaba de la estación.




	

The train was going/moving away from the station.









•  go/come towards, approach: acercarse, aproximarse (often but not necessarily more abstract)





	

El tren se acercaba.




	

The train was coming/approaching.







	

Se aproxima el invierno.




	

Winter is coming.










	C.2.4 Mucho/mucha/muchos/muchas
	A lot, much, lots, many





•  Try also:





	

(una) gran cantidad de




	

a large quantity of







	

una cantidad enorme de




	

a huge/vast quantity of







	

grandes cantidades de




	

large quantities of







	

un montón de/montones de




	

a heap of, heaps of (slightly more colloquial)







	

una multitud de




	

a multitude/masses of







	

una muchedumbre de




	

a great number of







	

un sinnúmero de




	

no end of, a great many







	

miles/millares de




	

thousands of










	C.2.5 Muy
	Very





•  You can often use the suffix -ísimo on an adjective:





	

caro – carísimo




	

very/extremely expensive







	

rico – riquísimo




	

very/extremely rich









•  Use:





	

extremadamente: extremadamente generoso




	

extremely generous







	

enormemente: enormemente feo




	

enormously ugly
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