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Chapter 1: The Hill That Changed African History

	Mapungubwe rises from the savanna near the meeting point of the Limpopo and Shashe rivers, in a landscape where South Africa, Botswana, and Zimbabwe nearly touch. To the casual eye, it is a sandstone hill among many. To archaeologists and historians, it is one of the most important places in southern Africa.

	This chapter introduces Mapungubwe as a political, economic, and symbolic center that flourished between about 1075 and 1220. It explains why the kingdom matters, how it challenged colonial-era assumptions about African history, and why its gold objects, stone settlements, burials, and trade goods forced scholars to rethink the scale of precolonial African achievement.

	A Sandstone Hill at the Center of a Wider World

	Mapungubwe Hill stands in a dry savanna landscape near the confluence of the Limpopo and Shashe rivers, where present-day South Africa, Botswana, and Zimbabwe meet. Its position was not accidental. The hill and its surrounding settlements formed a strategic center in a region rich in wildlife, grazing land, metals, and long-distance routes. What appears today as a quiet archaeological site was once the heart of a powerful Iron Age kingdom.

	Geography shaped power

	The location of Mapungubwe was central to its rise. Set near the Limpopo and Shashe rivers, the kingdom occupied a landscape where water, land, animals, and routes converged. In a semi-arid environment, dependable access to river systems and seasonal floodplains gave leaders influence over farming, grazing, and settlement patterns.

	These resources supported a mixed economy. Communities cultivated crops such as sorghum and millet, kept cattle as a major source of wealth, and hunted wildlife for meat, hides, and ivory. The rivers also helped define movement corridors across the interior, linking local producers with distant traders.

	Control of this geography meant more than survival. It allowed Mapungubwe’s rulers to manage food production, attract craft specialists, protect herds, and command trade routes. The hill’s surrounding valley became a political landscape where environmental advantage was transformed into authority, taxation, and regional power.

	The hill was both practical and symbolic

	Mapungubwe Hill is visually striking: a sandstone outcrop with steep sides, narrow access points, and a broad summit rising above the surrounding plain. Its form made it useful for defense and surveillance, allowing those above to watch movement across the valley and control entry to the summit.

	Yet its deeper importance was symbolic. Archaeological evidence indicates that elites lived, ruled, and were buried on or near the hilltop, while ordinary residents occupied lower areas around the base. This separation was not accidental. It turned physical height into a statement of rank, making social inequality visible in the landscape.

	The hill therefore functioned as a political and spiritual stage. To look upward was to recognize authority. In Mapungubwe, power was organized not only through wealth and leadership, but through space itself, with the summit marking closeness to sacred rule and ancestral legitimacy.

	The kingdom grew from earlier communities

	Mapungubwe was not an isolated miracle or sudden invention. It developed from earlier Iron Age communities in the Limpopo Valley, especially the important settlement known as K2. These societies had already established farming, cattle herding, ironworking, pottery production, and regional exchange before Mapungubwe reached its peak.

	Over time, economic change reshaped social life. Cattle remained a key measure of wealth, while ivory, hides, copper, iron, and eventually gold increased the value of long-distance trade. Imported glass beads and other prestige goods entered the region, creating new ways for leaders to display power and reward followers.

	As wealth became concentrated, society grew more hierarchical. Mapungubwe represents the moment when these older village-based systems developed into a more centralized kingdom. Its rise shows how African state formation emerged from local innovation, resource control, and expanding trade, rather than from outside direction or foreign conquest.

	The dates mark a short but influential peak

	Mapungubwe flourished mainly between about 1075 and 1220, a span of roughly 150 years. Compared with some later states, this period may seem brief, but its historical importance was enormous. During this time, the settlement became the center of a stratified kingdom with elite leadership, controlled trade, specialized production, and elaborate ritual authority.

	Its influence continued after its decline. Many patterns associated with Mapungubwe appeared later at Great Zimbabwe, including the separation of rulers from commoners, the use of elevated or restricted spaces for elites, the importance of cattle and trade wealth, and the development of stone-built political centers.

	Mapungubwe should therefore be understood as a foundation, not a footnote. It marked a decisive stage in southern Africa’s political history, demonstrating that complex states, sacred kingship, and international commerce were already deeply rooted in the region before European contact.

	Mapungubwe was connected, not remote

	Although Mapungubwe stood far inland, it was not cut off from the wider world. Archaeologists have recovered imported glass beads, ceramics, and other trade goods that reveal connections stretching from the Limpopo Valley to the Indian Ocean coast and beyond. These objects were evidence of movement, negotiation, and exchange across great distances.

	Local products helped draw foreign interest. Ivory, gold, animal skins, and other valuable materials could move from the interior toward coastal trading centers, where merchants linked southern Africa to Arabia, Persia, India, Southeast Asia, and China. In return, imported goods traveled inland, becoming symbols of status and political control.

	This evidence overturns older colonial assumptions that inland African societies were isolated or technologically stagnant. Mapungubwe was part of a wider commercial world. Its rulers understood the value of distant connections and used global trade goods to strengthen local power, prestige, and authority.

	Archaeology and the End of a False History

	The discovery and study of Mapungubwe challenged one of the most damaging claims of colonial-era scholarship: the idea that complex states, advanced crafts, and long-distance commerce in southern Africa must have come from outside the continent. Archaeology forced a major correction. The evidence from Mapungubwe showed that African communities built their own kingdoms, managed their own economies, and produced works of great technical and symbolic skill.

	Colonial narratives denied African complexity

	For much of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, colonial scholars and officials interpreted southern Africa through a deeply distorted lens. They often assumed that large settlements, organized leadership, long-distance trade, and refined craftsmanship could not have been created by African societies themselves. When ruins, gold ornaments, and imported objects appeared in the archaeological record, some writers searched for outside builders rather than examining local evidence honestly.

	These claims were not neutral mistakes. They supported the political logic of colonial rule by portraying African communities as people without complex histories, states, or technological achievements. If Africans were imagined as passive or dependent, then conquest and dispossession could be presented as “civilizing” projects. Mapungubwe directly challenged this false history. Its evidence showed that southern African communities had developed social hierarchy, specialized production, and international trade networks long before European colonization.

	Mapungubwe made denial harder to sustain

	Excavations at Mapungubwe produced evidence that was difficult to dismiss. Archaeologists found elite burials, gold-covered objects, glass beads, pottery, iron tools, animal remains, and settlement traces linked to local African communities in the Limpopo Valley. These discoveries did not point to an isolated foreign colony. Instead, they showed continuity with earlier Iron Age settlements such as K2, where cattle keeping, farming, craft production, and trade had already become important.

	Mapungubwe revealed a society that had grown from within the region. Its rulers controlled access to wealth, occupied elevated spaces, and participated in exchange systems that connected the interior to the Indian Ocean coast. The evidence demonstrated local leadership, local knowledge, and local innovation. As a result, Mapungubwe became a powerful archaeological response to colonial myths, proving that complex state formation in southern Africa was an African achievement.

	Archaeology provided physical proof

	Because written records for inland southern Africa between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries are limited, archaeology is the primary way to reconstruct Mapungubwe’s history. Every layer of soil, fragment of pottery, bead, bone, hearth, posthole, and burial contributes to the larger picture. These materials allow researchers to study everyday life as well as elite power, from what people ate to how they organized space and labor.

	At Mapungubwe, the importance lies in the pattern created by many kinds of evidence. Imported glass beads show participation in long-distance trade. Gold objects and elite graves point to social ranking and ritual authority. Pottery styles reveal cultural continuity, while animal bones and farming traces show how people sustained the settlement. Together, these remains provide physical proof of a sophisticated African kingdom, replacing speculation with evidence grounded in the landscape itself.

	The famous gold objects changed public understanding

	The gold rhinoceros, gold scepter, gold bowl, and other precious objects from Mapungubwe’s elite burials transformed how many people understood southern Africa’s past. These artifacts were not crude curiosities; they were technically skilled creations made by shaping thin sheets of gold over carved wooden forms or attaching gold to prepared surfaces. Their craftsmanship required knowledge of gold working, careful design, and access to valuable resources.

	Their burial context is equally important. These objects were associated with high-status individuals, suggesting that gold symbolized authority, sacred power, and political control. The rhinoceros, in particular, became an iconic emblem of Mapungubwe because it combined local symbolism with extraordinary technical skill. The discoveries proved that gold metallurgy in southern Africa existed long before European arrival. They also showed that African rulers used precious materials to communicate status, legitimacy, and connection to wider networks of wealth.

	The site reshaped national and continental memory

	Mapungubwe is now recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of South Africa’s most important archaeological landscapes. Its significance extends beyond national history because the kingdom stood within a wider world of regional exchange and Indian Ocean commerce. Goods and ideas moved through networks linking the Limpopo Valley to coastal trading ports and, indirectly, to places as distant as India and China.

	The site has helped restore historical agency to African communities whose achievements were long minimized or denied. It shows that precolonial southern Africa was not isolated, static, or politically simple. Instead, it contained powerful centers capable of organizing labor, controlling resources, producing symbolic art, and participating in global trade. Mapungubwe also reminds readers that history is often contested. When evidence is carefully studied, it can overturn inherited myths and recover achievements that were deliberately pushed into silence.

	Kings, Classes, and the Architecture of Authority

	One of Mapungubwe’s most important contributions to African history is the evidence it provides for social stratification. Earlier communities in the region had leaders, cattle wealth, and ritual specialists, but Mapungubwe shows a sharper division between rulers and commoners. The layout of the settlement, the placement of burials, and the distribution of luxury goods all point to a society in which power was organized, displayed, and inherited.

	Elites occupied separate spaces

	At Mapungubwe, authority was built into the landscape. The hilltop was not simply a convenient defensive position or a cooler place to live; archaeological evidence suggests it became a restricted zone associated with the ruling class. The steep sandstone slopes, narrow access routes, and separation from the surrounding settlement helped turn the summit into a political stage where power could be seen, protected, and controlled.

	Below the hill, ordinary households occupied terraces and open areas closer to fields, livestock, workshops, and daily economic activity. This vertical arrangement created a powerful visual message: rulers stood physically above the wider population. Such spatial hierarchy marked a major development in southern African political organization. It indicates that leadership was no longer based only on personal influence, age, cattle ownership, or ritual knowledge, but was increasingly formalized through residence, restricted access, and inherited status.

	Burials reveal rank and ritual importance

	The graves found on Mapungubwe Hill provide some of the clearest evidence for social ranking. Certain individuals were buried with extraordinary objects, including gold ornaments, large quantities of glass beads, and other prestige goods. These were not everyday possessions placed casually beside the dead. Their presence suggests that the buried individuals held exceptional status during life and continued to matter symbolically after death.

	Burial location was equally important. Interment on the hill linked the dead to the most politically charged space in the settlement. The careful treatment of bodies and grave goods points to rulers who may have been viewed as more than administrators or military leaders. They likely carried ritual authority, ancestral significance, and a sacred connection to the well-being of the community. In this way, burial practices reinforced hierarchy by transforming elite memory into a permanent part of Mapungubwe’s political landscape.

	Cattle remained a foundation of wealth

	Although Mapungubwe is famous for gold, cattle remained one of the most important foundations of wealth and authority. In southern African Iron Age societies, cattle were far more than livestock. They provided food, milk, hides, traction in some contexts, and a visible measure of prosperity. They also played a central role in bridewealth, alliance-building, ritual obligations, and social security during times of hardship.

	For leaders, cattle offered a practical means of building loyalty. A ruler who controlled large herds could reward followers, support dependents, arrange marriages, and strengthen political relationships across neighboring communities. Even as Mapungubwe became connected to Indian Ocean trade through gold, ivory, and imported beads, older forms of wealth did not disappear. Instead, the kingdom’s rulers likely combined cattle-based authority with new trade wealth, creating a broader and more durable base of political power.

	Specialized labor supported the kingdom

	Mapungubwe’s rise depended on the work of many skilled people, not only on the decisions of rulers. Farmers produced the food that sustained the population, while herders managed cattle and small stock. Potters made vessels for storage, cooking, and ritual use. Ironworkers produced tools, weapons, and implements essential for farming, building, hunting, and trade. Each craft contributed to the stability and expansion of the kingdom.

	Other forms of labor connected Mapungubwe to wider economic networks. Hunters and traders helped supply ivory, while gold workers shaped precious metal into objects of prestige and political meaning. Builders organized stone, clay, timber, and labor into the settlement’s physical form. Ritual specialists helped legitimize authority and maintain social order. The concentration of these activities suggests a society capable of coordinating production, managing resources, and directing exchange on a scale far beyond that of a small village community.

	Power was expressed through controlled access

	At Mapungubwe, wealth was not simply accumulated; it was managed. Imported glass beads, gold ornaments, and other rare goods were concentrated in elite contexts rather than spread evenly across the settlement. This uneven distribution reveals a political system in which rulers or high-ranking groups controlled access to valuable materials. Scarcity became a tool of authority, allowing elites to distinguish themselves from common households.

	Prestige goods served several purposes. They displayed rank, strengthened alliances, rewarded loyal supporters, and linked local leaders to distant trade networks reaching the Indian Ocean world. To possess such objects was to participate in a system of power that connected the hilltop elite to merchants, miners, hunters, and coastal intermediaries. By deciding who received rare goods and when they were displayed, Mapungubwe’s rulers turned material wealth into political language. Authority was therefore expressed through both possession and selective circulation.

	Gold, Ivory, and the Indian Ocean Connection

	Mapungubwe’s rise cannot be understood without trade. The kingdom stood inland, yet it was tied to commercial systems that reached the Swahili coast and the wider Indian Ocean. Gold and ivory moved outward from the interior, while glass beads, cloth, ceramics, and other imported goods moved inward. These exchanges connected Mapungubwe to a world of sailors, merchants, ports, and markets stretching far beyond southern Africa.

	Gold became a political resource

	At Mapungubwe, gold was far more than a beautiful substance. Its placement in elite burials and its transformation into carefully shaped objects suggest that it carried political meaning. Gold signaled closeness to power, sacred authority, and control over valuable resources. The famous gold rhinoceros, gold foil fragments, and other ornaments were not ordinary possessions; they belonged to a world of rulers, ritual specialists, and high-ranking families.

	Archaeologists believe that Mapungubwe’s leaders controlled access to gold by managing trade routes and relationships with mining or producing areas in the wider region, including zones north of the Limpopo. This control helped rulers present themselves as gatekeepers between the land’s hidden wealth and foreign demand. By turning gold into symbols of kingship, Mapungubwe’s elite converted mineral wealth into political legitimacy, making trade a foundation of royal authority.

	Ivory linked hunters, rulers, and merchants

	Ivory was one of the great export commodities of Iron Age southern Africa. Elephant tusks were valued across the Indian Ocean world because they could be carved into combs, handles, religious images, inlays, and luxury decorations. To obtain ivory, communities needed skilled hunters who understood elephant behavior, seasonal movement, and dangerous landscapes. They also needed organized systems for carrying heavy tusks from the interior toward trading centers.

	Mapungubwe’s rulers likely benefited by controlling how ivory moved through the Limpopo Valley. They may not have hunted every elephant themselves, but their authority allowed them to collect, direct, tax, or redistribute ivory as it passed through political territory. This made ivory a link between local producers, royal administrators, inland traders, coastal merchants, and distant consumers. In this way, a tusk taken from the southern African savanna could become part of a luxury economy reaching far beyond the continent.

	Glass beads reveal long-distance exchange

	Among the most revealing finds at Mapungubwe are imported glass beads. These small objects provide powerful evidence that the kingdom was connected to trade networks extending across the Indian Ocean. Many beads found in southern African archaeological sites were produced or circulated through regions associated with South Asia, the Middle East, and the wider Islamic trading world. Their arrival at an inland capital shows that Mapungubwe was not isolated from global exchange.

	In local society, beads were not simply decorative accessories. They could mark rank, signal wealth, and serve as items of exchange. Their presence in elite contexts and burials suggests that access to them was controlled and socially meaningful. A bead’s journey might begin in a distant workshop, pass through coastal merchants, move inland through African trading routes, and finally appear on Mapungubwe Hill. Each bead therefore records a chain of economic relationships linking local power to global commerce.

	Coastal ports were crucial middle points

	Mapungubwe’s connection to India, China, and the wider Indian Ocean did not mean that its rulers sent ships directly across the sea. Instead, trade worked through layered networks. Goods moved from inland producers and political centers to intermediary settlements, then onward to coastal ports connected to the Swahili world and other maritime communities. From there, merchants used the seasonal monsoon winds to sail between eastern Africa, Arabia, Persia, India, and beyond.

	These coastal ports acted as translation points between different economies. Interior goods such as gold and ivory entered maritime trade, while imported beads, ceramics, cloth, and other objects moved inland. This system allowed Mapungubwe to participate in global commerce while still maintaining control over interior resources. The kingdom’s power did not depend on owning ocean-going vessels. It depended on commanding the inland side of exchange and negotiating effectively with traders who connected the savanna to the sea.

	Trade strengthened hierarchy at home

	Long-distance trade transformed Mapungubwe’s internal society. Imported goods and the profits from exports were not evenly distributed among the population. Instead, the most valuable items appear most strongly in elite contexts, suggesting that rulers and high-status families controlled access to foreign wealth. Beads, gold objects, fine materials, and other prestige goods helped separate the ruling class from ordinary households and reinforced visible differences in rank.

	This concentration of wealth was closely tied to political power. Leaders who controlled trade routes, storage areas, diplomatic relationships, and redistribution systems could reward allies, attract followers, and strengthen their authority. International exchange therefore shaped local hierarchy as much as it connected Mapungubwe to distant markets. The kingdom’s global importance rested on a local political reality: wealth became power only when leaders could manage who received it, who displayed it, and who remained excluded from it.

	The Gold Rhinoceros and the Meaning of Royal Art

	No object is more closely associated with Mapungubwe than the gold rhinoceros. Small in size but enormous in historical meaning, it has become an emblem of African creativity, kingship, and technical skill. Yet the rhinoceros should not be treated as a single isolated treasure. It belongs to a broader world of royal art, ritual objects, and elite display that helps explain how Mapungubwe’s rulers presented their power.

	The rhinoceros was made with refined technique

	The gold rhinoceros of Mapungubwe is remarkable not because it is large, but because it reveals an advanced command of material and form. Archaeologists have shown that the figure was made by applying thin sheets of hammered gold over a carved wooden core. The gold was not cast as a solid object. Instead, it was carefully shaped, fitted, and fastened with tiny gold pins or tacks, creating a shimmering surface around a sculpted interior.

	This technique required far more than access to precious metal. Artisans had to understand how gold behaves when beaten thin, how it could be bent without tearing, and how small pieces could be joined securely. The result was a work of technical precision and symbolic power. It demonstrates that Mapungubwe’s goldworkers were specialists capable of transforming raw mineral wealth into objects of royal meaning.

	The animal form carried local meaning

	The choice of a rhinoceros was almost certainly deliberate. Rhinoceroses were familiar animals in the southern African environment, but they were also powerful, dangerous, and difficult to approach. Their thick bodies, horns, and forceful presence made them natural symbols of strength and authority. In a royal context, such qualities could have been associated with leadership, protection, or sacred power.

	Although scholars cannot state with certainty what the Mapungubwe rhinoceros meant to the people who made and used it, its form was unlikely to be decorative alone. Across many African societies, animals in art have carried layered meanings connected to social rank, ancestral forces, fertility, danger, or political legitimacy. The rhinoceros therefore suggests a world in which rulers drew meaning from the natural landscape. By turning this animal into gold, Mapungubwe’s artists transformed a local creature into an emblem of elite identity.

	Royal objects worked as symbols of office

	The gold rhinoceros was part of a wider collection of elite objects from Mapungubwe, including gold-covered items often interpreted as a scepter and a bowl. These objects point to a courtly culture in which precious materials helped define authority. A scepter may have served as a visible sign of command, while a bowl could have been connected to ceremony, feasting, offerings, or the controlled distribution of valued goods.

	Such objects were not ordinary possessions. Their materials, craftsmanship, and restricted setting suggest that they belonged to people of exceptional rank. Their discovery in elite burials is especially important, because it shows that authority was imagined as extending beyond daily life into death and ancestry. Gold objects may have helped express the ruler’s special status, linking political leadership with ritual power. In this sense, royal art did not merely decorate power; it helped create and communicate it.

	Craft production depended on organized control

	Gold art at Mapungubwe required an organized society capable of directing labor, resources, and expertise. Raw gold had to be obtained, refined, and prepared. Artisans needed tools, training, and time to produce delicate objects. They also needed patrons wealthy enough to support their work and powerful enough to control the circulation of finished pieces. This points to a political system in which craft production was closely tied to elite authority.

	Because gold was rare, durable, and visually striking, it was ideal for marking social difference. Rulers may have controlled who could possess gold, who could work it, and when it could be displayed. Such control would have made gold objects part of the kingdom’s political language. The production of beauty was therefore not separate from government or hierarchy. At Mapungubwe, craftsmanship helped make power visible, memorable, and sacred.

	The rhinoceros became a modern symbol of recovery

	Today, the gold rhinoceros is one of South Africa’s most important archaeological symbols. Its significance reaches far beyond the ancient hilltop where it was found. For generations, colonial interpretations denied or minimized the achievements of African societies, often claiming that complex states, long-distance trade, and refined art must have come from outside the continent. Mapungubwe directly challenges that false narrative.

	The rhinoceros stands as evidence of indigenous innovation, skilled metallurgy, social complexity, and far-reaching economic connections before colonial rule. It also represents the recovery of a history that was neglected, distorted, or deliberately erased. In modern public memory, the object has become a symbol of cultural pride and historical correction. Its power lies in this double meaning: it was once an emblem of royal authority, and it is now an emblem of African achievement restored to view.

	Why Mapungubwe Changed the Study of the Past

	Mapungubwe matters because it changes the scale of the story. It shows that southern Africa was not a blank space before European arrival, nor a region cut off from global exchange. It was home to states, traders, artisans, farmers, herders, and rulers who shaped their own history. The hill changed African history because it forced scholars and the public to look again at what had been overlooked.

	It proved that state formation was locally rooted

	Mapungubwe changed the study of southern Africa by showing that complex political authority developed from within the region itself. The hilltop settlement, separated from the surrounding town below, reveals a society in which power was visibly organized in space. Elites lived above the common population, controlled access to sacred areas, and were buried with objects that marked status, wealth, and ritual importance.

	This evidence undermined older claims that African states required foreign founders or outside direction. Mapungubwe’s rise can be explained through local forces: cattle ownership, successful farming, iron working, gold production, long-distance exchange, and the growing authority of leaders who combined political and spiritual roles. Its importance lies not only in its wealth, but in what that wealth reveals: an African kingdom building institutions, managing resources, and shaping regional power on its own terms.

	It connected southern Africa to global history

	The imported glass beads, ceramics, and other trade goods recovered at Mapungubwe prove that the kingdom was not isolated from the wider medieval world. These objects reached the Limpopo-Shashe region through Indian Ocean networks that connected the African coast with merchants from places such as Arabia, Persia, India, and China. By the time imported goods arrived inland, they had already passed through many hands and across great distances.

	Mapungubwe’s exports were equally important. Gold and ivory from the interior helped supply the demands of distant markets, while foreign luxury goods strengthened the authority of local elites. This exchange places Mapungubwe within a much larger story of global trade before European expansion. It shows that southern Africa was an active contributor to transoceanic commerce, not a silent edge of the world economy.

	It prepared the ground for later centers

	Mapungubwe’s decline after about 1220 did not mean the disappearance of the political and cultural traditions it helped develop. Instead, power shifted across the region, and later centers inherited many of the ideas and practices that had taken shape in the Mapungubwe world. The best-known of these later centers was Great Zimbabwe, whose massive stone walls became an enduring symbol of precolonial African achievement.

	Understanding Mapungubwe helps explain how such later states became possible. Its society had already demonstrated elite control over trade, the use of architecture to express hierarchy, and the association of rulership with sacred authority. It also showed how wealth from cattle, gold, ivory, and imported goods could support centralized power. In this sense, Mapungubwe was not an isolated wonder, but a foundation in a longer regional history of state formation.

	It shows how archaeology can correct public memory

	Mapungubwe is a powerful example of how archaeology can recover histories that written records ignore or distort. Because few written sources describe the kingdom directly, its story has had to be reconstructed from material evidence: gold objects, beads, pottery, animal remains, burials, architecture, and settlement patterns. Each fragment contributes to a broader picture of political authority, trade, belief, and daily life.

	This process matters because public memory is often shaped by what is preserved, taught, or deliberately erased. For many years, colonial interpretations denied or minimized African achievement in the deep past. Archaeological research at Mapungubwe challenged those assumptions with physical evidence that could not be easily dismissed. The site therefore protects more than ancient artifacts. It protects

	
	
	
	
images/section_image1.jpeg
Mapungubwe Networks i
Forgmg\GoId and#’
Continental Wealth ﬁfﬁ
Trade, ngs'and Artlfacts in g
the Forgotten South African [

ngda“mzs-mo, ,;






