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PREFACE




Milwaukee is the largest Wisconsin city and fifth most populous in the Midwest located on the western shore of Lake Michigan. Positioned on the confluence of the Milwaukee, Menomonee, and Kinnickinnic Rivers, Milwaukee was originally inhabited by various Algonquian peoples before becoming a major trade and industrial hub during the mid-19th century. The city became incorporated during 1846. 




The 19th century introduced a diverse variety of architectural styles and prominent architects featuring some of the most ornate and statuesque designs. That trend continued into the 20th century along with the establishment of Marquette University, Harley Davidson and the futuristic Milwaukee Art Museum. The city remains a feast of architectural sampling highlighted by the downtown, Concordia district, Lake Michigan north shore and West Terrace panoramic views.




This edition highlights most of the noteworthy constructions, styling and responsible creators:




Architects and Firms:

Solon Spencer Berman, Clark, Tribble, Harris & Li, Victor Schulte, Ferry and Class, George W. Mygatt, Leonhardt A. Schmidtner, Albert C. Nash, Edward Townsend Mix, George H. Johnson, William Lloyd, Henry Koch and Julius Hess, James Douglas, Charles A. Gombert, Henry C. Koch, Daniel Burnham, Fred W. Wolf, Crane and Barkhausen, George Bowman Ferry, Herman Paul Schnetzky and Eugene Liebert, Otto Strack, August Fiedler, Willoughby J. Edbrooke, Eugene R. Liebert, Erhard Brielmaier, Armand Koch, Frank Lloyd Wright, Kirchhoff & Rose, Russell Barr Williamson, Marshall & Fox, Holabird & Roche, Herbert Tullgren, David Adler, Gustave A. Dick and Alex Bauer, Rossman & Wierdsma, Eschweiler & Eschweiler, Rapp and Rapp, Albert Randolph, Charles Haeuser, Fitzhugh Scott, Harry Weese, Eero Saarinen, Santiago Calatrava, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, Eppstein Uhen Architects, Kahler and Slater, Kubala Washatko and Pickard Chilton




Architectural Styles:

Neo-Gothic, Zopfstil, Italian Renaissance Revival, French Second Empire, Italianate, Gothic Revival. Victorian Gothic, Richardsonian Romanesque, Queen Anne, Flemish Renaissance Revival, French Gothic, German Renaissance Revival, Chicago School, Tudor Revival, Craftsman, Edwardian, Beaux Arts, Prairie School, Neoclassical, Classical Revival, French Baroque, Moorish Revival, Art Deco and Brutalism, French and Italian Neo-Renaissance
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Constructing Skyward From Milwaukee’s Original Cabin Site

Faison Building:

100 East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee




On the northwestern corner of East Wisconsin Avenue and North Water Street, Solomon Juneau constructed his original cabin and trading post in 1820. Most observers consider the building site the oldest within the city. Juneau was part of the first European settlement and became the namesake for downtown’s Juneautown. In 1851, the Ludington Block building was constructed there and remained until 1890 when brewer Frederick Pabst purchased the property and demolished the structure.




Ever conscious of status and prestige, Pabst commissioned architect Solon Spencer Berman to design his self named headquarters. The historically prestigious site would support the 14-story Neo-gothic Pabst Building in 1891 become Milwaukee’s first skyscraper and tallest tower until the completion of City Hall four years later. The building was constructed of brown brick and ornamented with terra cotta and a magnificent granite arch at its entrance. 




The Pabst Building endured numerous alterations during its history including the removal of the copper towers in the 1940s due to deterioration. The rooflines were subsequently squared. In 1981, the structure was demolished to accommodate an even larger high-rise. The Charlotte, North Carolina architecture firm of Clark, Tribble, Harris & Li, designed the replacement Faison Building.




Erected in 1989, the 37-story skyscraper would serve as a fresh landmark straddling the Milwaukee River along the famed Riverwalk. The Faison completion replaced a failed proposed development called the River Place. The tower features a rectangular footprint and is topped with a crown resembling the former Pabst Building.




Between 2016 and 2023, several of the building’s major tenants announced they would not be renewing their leases and vacating their spaces. Several relocated to the newly opened BMO Tower. The building’s small floorplates were perceived as impractical for contemporary office use. In 2023, plans were announced to convert the building into 350 luxury apartments.
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A Germanic Ecclesiastical Heritage Dating From Milwaukee’s Establishment

Old St. Mary’s Catholic Church:

844 North Broadway, Milwaukee




Old Saint Mary’s Parish was established the identical year that Milwaukee became a city in 1846. The predominant congregation was the community’s early German Catholic immigrants. 




Architect Victor Schulte was credited with designing the church. He followed up this commission with the new cathedral and seminary for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. King Ludwig I of Bavaria bequeathed the new church with the painting depicting the Annunciation above the High Alter. During 1848, Ludwig would abdicate in favor of his eldest son, Maximilien. The work was attributed to Munich court artist Franz Xaver Glink. 




The tower clock was installed during 1860 with three bronze church bells named Mary, Mary Ann and Mary Magdalene cast in Munich during 1868. The church organ would be installed during 1871 and destroyed by fire in 1893. A replacement organ was installed the following year and expanded and updated in 1949.




Statues of St. Peter, St. Paul, St. John and St. James are installed in the nave. In the sanctuary, there are works of St. Anthony of Padua (holding the Christ child) and St. Francis of Assisi (holding the Cross). Completing the artwork collection is an Italian marble sculpture Our Lady of the Way installed on Kilbourn Avenue during 1952. In 1982, an extraordinary mosaic was designed by Franz Braunmiller and executed at the Franz Mayer Glassworks Company in Munich.
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A House of Worship Obliged To Modify Its Construction

Cathedral St. John The Evangelist:

812 Jackson, Milwaukee




The cornerstone for the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist was laid in December 1847 in the German austere style known as Zopfstil (pigtail). The building designed by architect Victor Schulte was dedicated in 1852. The cathedral interior featured thirteen extensive hand-cut stained glass windows created by the T.C. Esser Company of Milwaukee and designed by Erhardt Stoettner. A large tomb-shaped baptismal pool and marble font is positioned in the center of the sanctuary.




The only modification made following its completion was the addition of a tower constructed in 1893. The original tower had been dismantled due to wear and material rotting. After member Elizabeth Black died in 1891, her husband pledged $10,000 for the construction of a new tower and steeple. Architectural firm Ferry and Class designed the replacement. In 1906, the archdiocese constructed an attached school and rectory building on the campus.




During January 1935, the church was gutted by fire leaving only the walls and steeple intact. The roof had caved in and the stained glass windows, murals and pipe organ destroyed. The complete rebuilding would require seven years.




During a massive and controversial renovation begun in 2001, the high altar and baldacchion were dismantled in the apse and replaced with organ pipes. The sanctuary and altar were to be relocated forward to the nave. The changes proved so contentious that a group of parishioners petitioned the Vatican to halt the renovations. They would be completed regardless the following year.
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A Reflection and Merger Exemplifying The Evolution of Health Care

St. Mary’s Hospital:

2320-2388 North Lake Drive, Milwaukee




St. Mary’s Hospital located along North Lake Drive serves as a barometer measuring Milwaukee’s growth and the city’s expansion of health care offerings. In 1846, the Sisters of Charity based in Maryland were requested by Bishop John Henni to assist in the operation of St. John’s Infirmary. The facility became Wisconsin’s first hospital.




Fundraising efforts were coordinated by Milwaukee Mayor Solomon Juneau to construct a larger facility to replace the overcrowded building. A decade later, St. Mary’s Hospital was completed at the Northpoint district in the city. Two new wings were added in 1889 and 1900 primarily to accommodate the need for surgery offerings.




Ten years into the new century, St. Mary’s began receiving state subsidies and coupled by private funds opened a new building in 1910. The ensuing challenges of the Spanish Flu pandemic in 1918-19 coupled with two global wars challenged the capacity of operations. A nursing school was subsequently established along with a burn center further augmenting the treatment options.




The continuing challenge of managing costs resulted in the hospital joining the Horizon Healthcare network in 1994. In 1999, three entities Ascension, Columbia and St. Mary’s would merge establishing the largest non-profit Catholic health care network within the United States.
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Two Separate Banks Share A Common Wall

State Bank of Wisconsin Building:

210 East Michigan Street, Wisconsin




In 1852, Wisconsin passed a referendum enabling the establishment of commercial banks under state charter. The following year, Eliphalet Cramer founded the State Bank of Wisconsin and three years later, Charles Nash created the Bank of Milwaukee. They became two of the initial fifteen banks chartered locally.




The State Bank of Wisconsin constructed their headquarters during 1856 commissioning architects George W. Mygatt and Leonhardt A. Schmidtner. The 4-story Italian Renaissance Revival styling is constructed on a raised basement with wooden framework clad in Joliet Illinois limestone with a projecting cornice and cast iron entablature. The Bank of Milwaukee was constructed next door in 1858 designed by Albert C. Nash appearing very similar but with hoods over the windows. The two buildings share a common party wall. In 1903, a project deigned by Ferry & Class permanently joined the buildings together.




During 1956, a portion of the building collapsed resulting in the damaged areas being rebuilt with limestone salvaged from the wreckage and cream-colored brick.
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From Revered Mansion to Elite Social Club Status

The Wisconsin Club Milwaukee:

900 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee




The Alexander Mitchell residence expanded exponentially upon the wealth and good fortune of its owner. In 1848, he constructed a modest brick house on a parcel bound by Spring Street (West Wisconsin Avenue) between 9th and 10th Streets. He extended his holdings by purchasing the remaining properties on his block and expanding the home during 1858 to the fashionable Italianate styling.




In 1872, Mitchell hired Milwaukee architect Edward Townsend Mix to transform the residence into the contemporary French Second Empire mansion design. Wings were added including a ballroom/art gallery, library and enlarged porch along with bay windows being installed. An augmented conservatory features a diminutive stream bath, palm trees and many exotic plants.




Mitchell commissioned artisans from Europe to adorn the interior of the home with elaborate hand carved mahogany woodwork, stained glass designs and plaster and inlaid tile. The Oriental Room features more than 1,600 hand carved pansies on the ceiling and the walls of the Moorish Room are covered in embossed panels poly-chromed in blue, red and gold arabesques.




Mitchell decided to up the ante of luxury by the construction of the distinctive Belvedere on the southeaster corner of the grounds. The one and a half story wooden structure was built with the expressed purpose of viewing his gardens and greenhouses from a princely vantage perspective. The octagonal structure has been compared with an isolated Japanese pagoda constructed with the identical stone as the foundation and also used with the wrought iron fence surrounding the estate.




By 1876, Mitchell has ascended the peak of his prestige locally controlling the banking industry along with owning the Milwaukee Railroad. Despite his lofty accomplishments, he could not manipulate or control his mortality. He died on April 19, 1887 at the age of 69 and was buried at Forest Home Cemetery.




In 1891, three Milwaukee businessmen, General E. C. Winkler, George Koeppen and Henry Cugler staged a series of several meetings at thr Plankington House Hotel to organize a new social club. Their organization named the Deutscher (German) Club. The doctrine of the club was to provide a venue for German-American fellowship reflecting Milwaukee’s significant German immigrant population.




The group’s original meeting place was the Stadt Theatre, site of the present Pabst Theatre. In 1895, a fire destroyed much of the facility and severely damaged the clubrooms. The poor financial standing of the organization made disbanding a viable solution. The death of Alexander Mitchell opened the possibility for relocation. They began leasing the facilities for their meetings in May 1895 sponsoring an opening night crowd of over 450 dignitaries. Three years later, the club purchased the Mitchell Mansion and its embarrassment of riches and began their extended stay.




The former residential palace has continued to remain an elite social venue buoyed by their upscale membership, standards and even dress code. The rich heritage is sustained by an agreed-upon respect for ideals, civility and criterion counter to an increasing world of social coarseness and informality.
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