
  [image: The Witches' Cat Café]


  [image: The Witches' Cat Café]


The Witches’ Cat Café


  First published 2023 by Beaten Track Publishing


  Text and Illustrations Copyright © 2023 Kathryn M. Holgate


  All rights reserved.


  No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent publisher.


  The moral right of the author has been asserted.


Paperback ISBN: 978 1 78645 610 6

eBook ISBN: 978 1 78645 611 3


  [image: Beaten Track Logo]


  Beaten Track Publishing,


  Burscough, Lancashire.


  www.beatentrackpublishing.com


Who is the hero that saves Witchworld?

Join the witches of Witchworld in a hilarious adventure as they search for Amber the cat.

Talking to cats and eating cakes is the purrfect way to spend a day!


  
    Table of Contents

    
      	
        Chapter 1. The Search for Amber Begins
      

      	
        Chapter 2. The Search Continues
      

      	
        Chapter 3. Food at Last
      

      	
        Chapter 4. Witchypooh Park
      

      	
        Chapter 5. Playtime
      

      	
        Chapter 6. The Search is Widened
      

      	
        Chapter 7. Beatrix Takes Charge
      

      	
        Chapter 8. It’s Raining Cats!
      

      	
        Chapter 9. Rats and Mice Come Out to Play
      

      	
        Chapter 10. Agatha Crusty
      

      	
        Chapter 11. Revolution
      

      	
        Chapter 12. A Hero is Found
      

      	
        Chapter 13. Cats! Cats! Cats!
      

      	
        Chapter 14. Witches’ Cat Café
      

      	
        Letter from Beatrix Richwitch Director of Feline Services
      

      	
        The Adoption Files of the Witches’ Cat Café
      

      	
        About Kathryn M. Holgate
      

      	
        Beaten Track Publishing
      

    

  

    Landmarks

    
      	
        Table of Contents
      

    

  

Chapter 1. 



The Search for Amber Begins

Dottie Doolittle was worried and upset. She had not seen her ginger cat Amber for a few days. It was unusual for her pet to disappear for this length of time.

“Amber! Amber! Here kitty, kitty…” Dottie called. She rattled a box of cat biscuits and waited, listening for any sign of her in the gardens nearby. She called again and again, but Amber was nowhere to be seen. After shouting several more times, Dottie went inside on her own.

The house was so quiet without her pet, and Dottie felt rather lonely. She sat in her rocking chair and closed her eyes.

Think. What can I do? There must be something.

The rocking motion was soothing, and she decided to make some posters to display around the local area. She would need pens, paper and sticky tape, maybe some drawing pins or small nails and a hammer. If she started now, she would be able to distribute them to neighbours and the surrounding neighbourhood before it got dark.

Racing to her cupboard, she ransacked it as she searched for the items she needed for her task. In her excitement, she didn’t look at what she was throwing out.

Bang!

A book on practical witchcraft hit the floor, followed by a soft thud as a pineapple-shaped cushion plopped down close beside it. A glass vase landed on the mat and rolled under the seat of the rocking chair.

Dottie reached for an almost-empty bottle of rhubarb cough syrup, sniffed it before squinting inside to see how much was left and automatically emptying the final dregs down her throat. Still tasty, she thought.

Her sticky fingers now found an over-filled box of nails covered with the cough mixture. Her hand slid across, knocking the loose top off, and some of the nails fell to the bottom of the cupboard. Dottie grabbed a torn tablecloth she had meant to throw out and used it to mop up the spilt syrup. As she screwed it into a ball, some of the nails became hidden in the fabric. They bit deeply into her fingers, and she yelled in pain.

“Ouch. What the…?” Looking down she saw her hands were covered in blood.

“Bother!” Rocking back on her heels, she looked around for her wand. Unfortunately, she couldn’t hold it securely because her hands were so sticky. She waved it, trying to perform her spell, but it dropped from her grip and the spell was misplaced. The first-aid dressings she had intended for her fingers attached themselves to the dinner plates on the dresser above her.

[image: Dottie and the flying first-aid dressings]

“Don’t be so silly!” Dottie shouted crossly. “My fingers are bleeding. Just look at them!” She held them up, and spots of blood dropped onto the rug she was kneeling on.

“Come here!” she ordered the dressings, and like a group of tiny pink bats, they flew to her hands, placing themselves where they were needed.

After that, she was more careful.

Soon, she had what

























The Adoption Files of the Witches’ Cat Café

Cats and kittens residing in Witchworld will be reviewed on a regular basis to ensure their placements are still suitable. However, we cannot do this for those in the human world.
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Adopted. Human world.

This pretty and playful pair have been adopted into the human world. The brother and sister have not inherited any magic from their mother, Sheba, or father, Antonio. It was an easy decision to place them with teachers Jim and Anna Anderson. The kittens are clearly adored by their new human parents.

[image: Marvello]

Needs a placement. Witchworld.

Marvello is the most magical cat I have ever met, and I have met many! His magician Alfonso has retired, but Marvello wishes to continue in the magical profession. He is currently hiding under a spell due to Queen Skirty Ma’am offering him a position in her court. He tells me this does not appeal to him, and if she persists, he will be forced to take the drastic action of disguising himself as a human. His banishment would leave a huge hole in Witchworld.

I hope that an understanding, patient witch comes forward to sponsor him soon.

[image: Maggie and Clawdia]

Under offer. Human world.

Two of the sweetest natured kittens I have ever met. They possess their own kind of magic, and as long as they stay together, they would live happily in Witchworld or with humankind. Their witch Esmerelda rejected them when she was given the opportunity to upgrade to a regulation black cat called Athena.

As they are very pretty young cats, they have caught the attention of two humans in a city called Manchester. Unless a witch requests them, I shall allow them to be adopted.
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Under offer. Witchworld.

Bertie is one of our older magical residents and is unlikely to find a witch who is willing to adopt him, due to his poor eyesight. His spells misfire and cause chaos.

Unfortunately, he has developed a painful condition called arthritis of his joints. He is not as mobile as he thinks he is. Therefore I approached the manager of Hazlewitch Retirement Home for Elderly Witches. She is interested in adopting him so that he can give comfort to the elderly witch residents, and I actually think a session of knee-sitting in return for treats will be quite acceptable to him.

[image: One-eyed Jack]

Home needed in Witchworld.

One-eyed Jack once lived with pirates on board their ship. He sailed the seven salty seas searching for treasure. He lost an eye during a fight with his old enemy Freddy. (If you met Freddy, you would instantly know why Jack only has one eye.) He is still a very handsome cat with a big personality and is looking forward to meeting his next treasure hunter. He would prefer to stay in Witchworld and refuses to give up his magical abilities.
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Watch out when Freddy’s about!

Adoption agreed. Human world.

His super-sharp claws can shred anything or anyone! This attractive male tabby cat is ready to swap his magical abilities for a life of quiet contemplation, knee-sitting and the occasional game of chess. He would be happy to move to the human world, where his claws would give him an advantage during wars over territories.

An offer for Freddy has been agreed with an ex-witch who is now human.

[image: Princess Posh-Paws]

Adopted. Witchworld.

This beautiful kitten deserves a loving home. I approached a friend of mine, Clark Gravy (film star who played Red Butler in Gone With the Witch). Although he already has a highly prized magical black cat called Cosmo, Clark is happy to launch this beautiful kitten into the world of modelling. She is already showing signs of becoming a diva. I am so happy for them!
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Witches’ Cat Café. Witchworld.

This youngster has chosen not to be adopted. He feels let down by the black cat system that saw him replaced in the witch family he loved. Instead, he has chosen to reside as a permanent guest in the Witches’ Cat Café in Middlewitch. Here, he is assured plenty of rest in a comfortable bed, and treats and affection from the witches he permits to pet him. At the present moment, he does not wish to learn a trade or work in the café. As this is his choice, we obviously support him. Any time he wishes to apply for adoption status, we will actively seek carers in Witchworld or with a family in the human world.

Update: Adopted. Witchworld.

Tiger was visited recently by a young witch who desperately wished him to become her familiar once she attends the High School of Magic in the autumn. Tiger accepted her proposal.
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Interested party. Witchworld.

Nothing is known about the background of this all-white kitty. He was found sleeping on the steps of the cat café in Nanwitch. The poor cat is too traumatised to tell the staff the reason he was abandoned. He appears to be completely deaf and wears sunglasses, as his eyes are sensitive to light. I wish for him to be fully recovered before his future is decided.

Now that his story has been reported by Greba Ghastlee in Sporting Witch Monthly, many offers have been received. I am most interested in the one from Spells Spectacles, who would like him to appear on their advertising posters for the new season.

I hope progress can be quickly made so that this cat is given every chance to live a full and happy life.


About Kathryn M. Holgate
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I am a retired art teacher living in West Yorkshire with my husband, son and large ginger cat called Garfield. I started writing short stories when my daughters went to university; many of them featured cats, and Garfield is the inspiration for Dottie’s cat Amber in the Witchworld series.
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