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What does it take to be a saint?

Do you have to be old, serious, or super perfect? Do you need to wear special clothes, live in a monastery, or do huge, impossible things?

No!

This book will show you something amazing: saints can be kids just like you.

Inside these pages, you will meet boys and girls from all around the world—some lived long ago, some not so long ago. They played games, went to school, helped their families, laughed with friends, and sometimes faced really hard moments. But each of them chose something very special: they chose to love God with all their heart.

And guess what?

That simple choice made their lives shine brighter than anything in the world.



Small People, Big Miracles

You will read stories about:

	A boy who loved Jesus so much he protected Him with his life

	A girl who forgave even when she was hurt

	A teenager who used computers to share God with the world

	A child who prayed so much that miracles followed

	Courageous kids who stood strong, even when they were afraid


They were not superheroes with capes.

They were ordinary children with extraordinary love.

Their “miracles” didn’t always start as something big. Many of them began with small things:

	Saying a kind word

	Telling the truth

	Sharing what they had

	Praying when it was hard

	Saying “no” to something wrong


Those small choices became big miracles.



Your Adventure Starts Now

This book is not just about the past - it is about you.

Each story is like a light, showing you a way to live:

	At school

	At home

	On the playground

	With your friends

	In quiet moments when only God is listening







You don’t have to wait to grow up to be holy.
You can start today.

You can be:

	kind like Laura

	brave like José

	joyful like Dominic

	faithful like Tarcisius

	loving like Thérèse







God has a special plan just for you - a story only you can live.



A Little Prayer Before You Begin

Before you turn the page, take a moment and say this prayer:

“Dear God, help me learn from these little saints.
Teach me to love like they did.
Make my heart brave, kind, and full of joy.
I want to be Your little hero too.”

Now open the door to these incredible stories...

Because sometimes, the smallest hearts hold the biggest miracles. 
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Saint Dominic Savio was a cheerful Italian boy who wanted to be a saint more than anything. Even though he lived only until age 14, he showed kids everywhere that holiness means doing everyday things—like school and play—with lots of love for Jesus.

A Happy Family Beginning

Dominic Savio was born on April 2, 1842, in Riva, a tiny village near Turin in northern Italy. His dad, Carlo, was a blacksmith who hammered hot metal all day. His mom, Brigitta, sewed clothes to help feed their big family of 10 kids. They were poor but super prayerful—meals always started with grace, and bedtime meant Rosary time.

Little Dominic had rosy cheeks, sparkling eyes, and endless energy. By age 4, he prayed alone in corners. At 5, he served Mass, holding the big book steady despite tiny hands. He was a great student too—top of class—but never bragged. If friends wanted to fight or cheat, Dominic said no nicely: "That's a sin! Let's play fair instead." He shared snacks and stopped bullies with kind words.



Early Holy Moments

Dominic loved Jesus in the Eucharist. Most kids waited till 12, but at 7, his pastor said yes to First Communion. Dominic prepared like a champ—extra prayers and sacrifices. "That day was heaven!" he said later. He visited Jesus often, whispering thanks.

He made "rules for saints": 1) Cheerfulness always. 2) Daily Mass and Communion if possible. 3) Frequent confession. 4) Time for study and play. 5) Do everything for God's glory. Dominic lived them—no halfway holiness! "Death but not sin," was his motto.

Meeting a Special Priest

At 12, Dominic's family moved near Turin. He dreamed of priesthood, so he joined St. John Bosco's Oratory—a fun school for poor boys. Don Bosco, a jolly priest with a twinkly eye, spotted Dominic right away: "What do you want?" "To be a saint!" Dominic grinned. Bosco hugged him: "Start now!".

Life buzzed: classes, games (Dominic really liked soccer), choir, and sacraments. Dominic shone—not bossy, but leader. 

He started the "Immaculate Conception Sodality"—a club for boys to pray, help poor kids, and stay pure. Members wore a medal and promised no bad words or fights. Dominic risked safety to break up playground scraps.

Joyful Everyday Holiness

Dominic wasn't gloomy. He laughed loudest at games, won races, but quit if rough. Once, classmates blamed him for stove stones—teacher scolded publicly. Dominic stayed silent (to save guilty boys from expulsion). Next day, truth out: "I copied Jesus—He didn't defend Himself." Teacher hugged him.

He helped Don Bosco: swept floors, cared for sick boys, wrote letters. Dominic avoided gossip, dressed simple, fasted Fridays. Evenings, he'd walk home praying, eyes heavenward. Friends called him "little St. Aloysius" for purity.

Sick but Still Smiling

In 1856, Dominic weakened—maybe lungs from cold studies. He ignored aches, served more. Spring 1857, pleurisy hit hard (lung swelling). Doctors sent him home to Mondonio. 

Dominic waved goodbye tearfully: "Pray for me!" Home, he joked with siblings, taught catechism to kids, but faded fast.

March 1, he whispered to Mom: "Goodbye... I've done what I could." March 9, 1857, feast of St. Francis, Dominic smiled: "Now I see Jesus and Mary!" He died peacefully, age 14. Room smelled flowers.

Miracles and Saint Crown

Don Bosco wrote his biography: "Model for youth!" Miracles bloomed: healings, conversions. 1933 beatified; June 12, 1954, Pope Pius XII canonized him! Pius IX called him "flower from heaven."

Lessons for Fun Kids

Dominic teaches kids: Saints play too! Holiness is smiles + Jesus. Try:

	Make "saint rules" list.

	Say no to sins cheerfully.

	Start clubs for good fun.

	Offer coughs/aches to God.

	Frequent Jesus visits.




Fun Activities

	Play soccer yelling "For saints!"

	Make Immaculate medals.

	Draw Dominic's rules poster.

	Act out scene about his exemplary behavior.

	Watch kid saint videos.


Cool Facts

	Soccer champ + prayer champ.

	Broke up fights like referee.

	Predicted saint path young.

	Body fresh weeks—rose scent!

	Inspired youth groups worldwide.







Dominic proves kids conquer sin with joy. Be like him—at recess, homework, home. Pray: "St. Dominic, make me saintly fun!".
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Carlo Acutis was a cool boy who loved Jesus, liked computers, and helping others. He lived like a normal kid but made God the most important part of his life. Even though he died young at 15, he became the first millennial saint, which means he's a special friend in heaven for kids today.

A Boy Born for Big Things

Carlo was born on May 3, 1991, in London, England. His parents, Andrea and Antonia, were busy with work—Dad managed fancy hotels, and Mom worked in business. They weren't super religious at first, but they moved to Milan, Italy, soon after Carlo was born. There, little Carlo started showing his big heart for God right away.

When he was just three years old, he noticed a priest in church and said, "Jesus is there!" He loved going to Mass every day. By age seven, he made his First Communion and wanted to visit Jesus in the Eucharist every single day. He called it "my highway to heaven." That means going to church helped him feel close to God, like a fast road to being happy forever.


Fun Times with Friends and Games

Carlo was like any other boy you know—he really liked video games like FIFA soccer! But he had a smart rule: only one hour a week for games. The rest of his time was for God, family, and friends. He wasn't the best at soccer, but he played anyway to have fun and make buddies.

He went to a fancy school and helped his classmates with computers. Carlo taught himself programming when he was little. By 11, he built websites for his parish church and school. He even made animations and videos to teach about Jesus. Kids liked his tech tricks! He said, "All people are born originals, but many die as photocopies." That means be your unique self for God, not copy others.

A Super Project About Jesus

Carlo's biggest adventure was his website about Eucharistic miracles. What's that? It's when God does amazing things with the bread and wine at Mass turning into Jesus' real Body and Blood. People saw it happen all over the world, like hearts beating in the hosts!

Carlo traveled with his family to take photos of these miracles. He collected over 150 stories from places like India, the USA, and Europe. Then he coded a cool website to show them all on a map. "The more Eucharist we receive, the more we become like Jesus," he said. Thousands of people saw his site, and it still helps kids learn about God today.

Kind Heart for Everyone

Carlo wasn't just smart—he was super kind. He gave money from his allowance to help homeless people and fed them in Milan parks. If a friend was sad or bullied, he'd listen and pray with them. He defended kids who got picked on. Once, he skipped a party to visit a sick friend in the hospital.

At home, Carlo changed his family. His mom wasn't going to church much, but watching Carlo pray every day made her start too. His dad got closer to God. Carlo even prayed two rosaries a day for his parents! He liked animals, especially the family cats and dogs. "Sadness is looking at ourselves, happiness is looking at God," he taught everyone.


Getting Sick and Going to Heaven

When Carlo was 15, in 2006, he felt tummy pain. Doctors found leukemia—a bad sickness in the blood. It hurt a lot, but Carlo stayed brave. He said, "I'm happy to die because I lived my life without wasting time on things that don't please God."

He offered his pain for the Pope and the Church. On October 10, he told his mom, "I want to offer my suffering for you and Dad, so you go to heaven." Two days later, on October 12, 2006, he died peacefully in Monza, Italy. He was buried in Assisi near St. Francis, a saint he loved.

Miracles and Becoming a Saint

After Carlo died, amazing things happened because people prayed to him. First miracle: In 2013, a Brazilian boy named Mattheus was born with a broken pancreas—no one could fix it. His mom prayed to Carlo, and suddenly Mattheus was healed! Doctors checked and said it was impossible without God.

Pope Francis said yes to this miracle in 2020, so Carlo became Blessed. Then another miracle: An Italian student girl got terrible headaches from a bike crash. She prayed to Carlo and was totally better. On September 7, 2025, Pope Leo XIV made Carlo a full saint in Vatican City! Over 70,000 people cheered. Now he's the patron saint for kids who like  computers, the internet, students, and young people.

What Carlo Teaches Kids Today

Carlo shows children like you that saints



Fun Facts to Remember

	Really liked Nutella and animals.

	Collected soccer cards.

	Guardian angel was his best buddy—he talked to him!

	His heart relic is in a shiny box now.
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