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Hua Mulan – a story from China

A very special girl lived in a village in China. This is her story.

After many years at war, a soldier came back home to his village. His name was Hua, and he put a young tree in his front garden. The tree grew tall, and after ten years there was a beautiful white and pink flower on it. That same year, Hua’s wife had a baby girl. They gave the girl the name Mulan. That is the name of the beautiful flower in Chinese.

Mulan grew from a baby to a strong and brave young woman. She helped her mother in the house, but she loved to be with her father, too. She was wonderful with horses. She learned to fight, and she was very good with a sword.

“Fighting is important for you and your family, Mulan,” said her father. “You’re a girl, I know. But maybe you will need to fight one day.”
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One day, Mulan saw a lot of people in the middle of the village. There was a big notice there. The people read it, and they talked about it. Mulan read the notice, too.

“The king is going to war,” she read. “One man from every house must be a soldier and he will fight for the king.”

The names of a lot of men in the village were on the notice, and one name was Mulan’s father. She was very sad. “My father was a fine soldier, but he’s an old man now,” she thought. “He can’t fight. He can’t go to war. He’ll die before the first fight.”

Mulan stopped for a minute. “But I’m young and strong,” she thought, “and my father taught me well. I can fight with my eyes closed and with one hand behind my back. I’m good with a sword, and I can ride a horse very well.”

Mulan talked to her younger sister. “I’ll go to war for father. I can fight as well as a man.”

“But father will not want you to go,” said her sister.
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“I’m not going to tell him,” said Mulan. “It’s a secret.”

“But you’re a girl!” said her sister. “People will see your long hair. And they’ll see the pretty make-up on your face.”

“It’s OK,” said Mulan. “I can change that.”

Mulan put her long hair on the top of her head, and she took off all the make-up from her face. She took off her clothes. Then she wore her father’s old armour, and she held his sword. Her sister watched. Mulan was now a different person.

“You’re a man, now,” said her sister.

“Yes,” said Mulan. “But that’s not important. Clothes tell you nothing. The important thing is inside me.” She put her hand on her body. “Inside this armour there’s a true soldier. But remember! It’s a secret. Father must not know.”

Mulan’s little sister said goodbye to Mulan. “You’ll come home a famous soldier. I know that,” she told her.
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Mulan took her best horse, and she rode away from the village. She met some men from other villages, and they all rode together. They crossed the great Yellow River, and they rode to the king’s city.

In the city they met thousands of soldiers.

“What are your names?” asked one of the king’s men. Mulan’s new friends gave their names, and the man wrote them in a book. Mulan gave the man her father’s name.

“You’re all the king’s soldiers now,” said the soldier. “You’ll sleep here tonight.”

Mulan was now one soldier in an army of thousands of men.

“I’m a woman, but nobody knows,” she thought. She slept very well that night.

The next day, the soldiers rode across the country and met their enemies. They fought for many days and each day Mulan was very brave. After some weeks she was a general. She rode in front of hundreds of men, and she fought bravely.
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One day, there was a big fight with an enemy army. Mulan saw one of her soldiers with twelve enemy soldiers near him. The soldier had to fight the men, and Mulan wanted to help him. She rode her horse, and she came near to her soldier and his enemies. Mulan fought the enemies bravely, and then pulled her soldier up on her horse.

In the next twelve years, Mulan did a lot of brave things. The soldiers loved her, but they did not know her secret.

At home, Mulan’s sister had no news from Mulan. “Is she dead?” she thought. “Or do they know her secret now?”

Then the war ended and the enemy army left. Mulan went to see the king.

“Thank you, general,” said the king. “You fought well, and you killed many enemies. What do you want now? You can stay with me and you’ll be the general of all my armies. You’ll be a rich and famous man.”

“Thank you,” said Mulan. “But I only want one thing. Can I have a good horse? I want to go home to my village.”

“Do you only want a horse?” asked the king. “Do you want anything more?”

“I want to see my family,” said Mulan. “I don’t want anything more.”
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The king gave Mulan a fine horse and she rode back to her village. Her parents had grey hair now, and her little sister was a woman.

“I’m home,” said Mulan. She took off her father’s armour, and wore her women’s clothes. Her father and mother were very happy.

“Thank you, Mulan,” said her father. He took his sword from her. “You were a very brave woman. We’ll have a big dinner for all the village. And you must tell us stories about the wars and the fighting.”

After six months, some soldiers came to visit their old general. Mulan came out of the house in women’s clothes and make-up.

“Hello,” she said. “I’m Mulan, and I was your general. Now I’m at home, and I don’t need my armour.”

The soldiers looked at her. Their mouths were open. “You were a wonderful general,” they laughed. “But we never knew your great secret!”
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Hanuman the fighter – a story from India

Sugriva, the Monkey King, watched two young men. They walked bravely, and they had fine swords. But they wore old clothes, and they were very tired. What did they want? And why were they in Kishkindha, the country of the monkeys?

“Hanuman,” said Sugriva to his friend. “Can you change into a man? Go and talk to them. What do they want?”

Hanuman changed from a monkey into a poor man in old clothes. He walked up to the two men.

“Who are you?” Hanuman asked. “You have fine clothes, but they are old. Are you kings or poor men? Why are you here in Kishkindha?”

“I am Rama,” said one of the men. “And this is my younger brother Lakshmana. We are hunting the bad king Ravana. He has my wife, Sita. She is his prisoner.”

[image: ]
“These are good men,” thought Hanuman. “And I want to help them. King Ravana is a terrible man. The gods are frightened of him because he is a demon with ten heads and twenty arms.”

“Can you help King Sugriva first?” asked Hanuman. “Then we can help you to find your wife. I am Hanuman, and I have many powers.” Hanuman was now a monkey again.

“What can we do for you?” asked Rama.

“Sugriva is fighting his brother’s army,” said Hanuman. “Help Sugriva first, and then you can use his army. The monkeys fight well, and they can help you.”

Rama and Lakshmana fought with Sugriva’s army. Then Sugriva’s brother ran away.

Now Sugriva’s armies could help Rama. Across the country, millions of monkeys looked for Sita. After many days they came to a great sea.

A bird flew over the sea. “Across this sea is Lanka, the country of demons,” said the bird. “I saw Ravana. He took a woman to Lanka. She was very beautiful.”
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“The woman was Sita,” said Rama.

“But how do we cross the sea?” asked the monkeys.

“My father is god of the wind,” said Hanuman. “I can jump across the sea to Lanka!”

His body grew bigger and bigger, and his tail grew longer and longer. Now Hanuman was taller than a tree. He climbed to the top of a high mountain, and he jumped across the sea.

Then a terrible demon jumped up out of the water! It took Hanuman’s tail in his mouth and tried to eat him. Hanuman killed the demon. He went across the sea again, and he came to Lanka.

Hanuman saw the lights of the demons’ city. He changed again. He was now a very small animal, and he looked everywhere for Sita. After many hours he found her and changed into a monkey again.
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Sita was Ravana’s prisoner, and she was very sad. “Why are you here, monkey?” she asked.

“I am here for your husband Rama,” said Hanuman. “I have this ring from him.”

“Is Rama coming for me?” asked Sita.

“He will come in a day or two,” said Hanuman.

Hanuman went outside, and he grew very big again. He started to destroy the trees and the buildings in the city. The demons fought Hanuman, but he killed them easily.

“I am Hanuman!” he shouted. “I am the son of the wind. I kill my enemies, and I fight for Rama. Ravana, you must give Sita to me or I will destroy your city.”

“Never,” shouted Ravana. Then he said to his demons, “Kill this monkey!”
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The demons started a fire on Hanuman’s tail, but he laughed. He moved his tail and then the fire was on all the buildings in Lanka.

“I’ll be back,” he shouted to Ravana. “And you’ll be sorry!”

Then he jumped back across the sea. He put his tail in the sea and stopped the fire.

“Sita is in Lanka,” Hanuman told Rama. “I talked to her and she’s fine. And we can fight Ravana now. I killed a lot of demons and many buildings are burning. Lanka’s armies cannot fight us.”

“Then we must cross the sea and find Sita!” said Rama.

“And we must destroy the terrible demon Ravana!” said Lakshmana.

The monkey army destroyed many mountains, and they pushed them down into the sea. They made a road, and they walked across the sea to Lanka with Rama and Lakshmana.

The demons were ready and the two armies started to fight.
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“I’m dying!” shouted Lakshmana.

Rama ran to his brother. “We need some special herbs from
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Footnote

Note about the story

1 Definitions of words in bold can be found in the glossary on pages 63–64.
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