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        Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,

        believe also in me. In my Father's house are many

        mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go

        to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a

        place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto

        myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And

        whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas

        saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest;

        and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I

        am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto

        the Father but by me. If ye had known me, ye should

        have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye

      
        know him, and have seen him.

        Jesus of Nazareth in John 14:1-7
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        To live in a Western country is to live in a society still utterly saturated by Christian concepts and assumptions. This is no less true for Jews or Muslims than it is for Catholics or Protestants. Two thousand years on from the birth of Christ, it does not require a belief that he rose from the dead to be stamped by the formidable – indeed the inescapable – influence of Christianity.

        — Tom Holland, Dominion: The Making of the Western Mind (2019)

      

      

      When British scholar Dr. Tom Holland wrote those words, he was, by all accounts, an unbeliever. He was merely stating the obvious: that even if Christian morals are declining, the only reason we know they are declining is that Christianity is the standard for Western Civilization. Holland reminds us that concepts like human rights and even the Beatles’ “All You Need is Love” are living vestiges of a Christian worldview. In many ways, we do see our generation living off the seed corn preserved by those who came before. To speak of the influence of Christianity in society is one thing. It is quite another to ask, “Do you know Jesus Christ as the living Lord and Savior of your life?” This book is about that question. More to the point of our publication, this book is about what to do next when you believe. You will find nothing new in my presentation. But it might be new to you. I pray that you will read with a prayer, even if you don’t normally make a habit of prayer. That prayer might be:

      
        
        Dear Heavenly Father, I want to read this book with my heart open to the possibility that You will speak to Me through Your Word. Prepare me, now, to receive Your truth and open my life to the reality of Your presence in my study. Through Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.

      

      

      Now, let’s begin the journey of a lifetime.
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      This book is written for you. You have recently been awakened by the Spirit of God to see your spiritual poverty and Jesus Christ's wealth. Or you may be someone else. You have turned to Him as the resurrected and reigning Lord and Savior of your life. It may be that you trusted in Christ Jesus as a little boy or a little girl. That was many years ago. In between the child-like faith of your Confirmation or Profession of Faith or baptism and your awakening and recommitment today, there is a trail of broken promises, broken relationships, and broken dreams. Behold, the old has passed away, and all things have become new. New days are the ruling motif in the Christian life. The Son truly is the sun of our lives forevermore.

      He is the Sun of optimism for living and dying. He is the sun of new hope in an otherwise hopeless world. Jesus Christ is the sun that radiates a glorious new light that beams its way through the old clouds that brought shadows to living. The clouds are being pushed out by a fast-moving front of refreshing life. Christ is life. That life is now in you.

      This book is for this new, refreshing day. It is your day. This book is about that new life. That new life is in you. This book is about Christ. That Christ is filling your life and drawing you home.

      He saved you in order to bring you back to the garden: to find your fulfillment in your vocation as His son or daughter in being His child and being a part of His redemptive work in the world. So, why stand ye gazing up into the heavens? It is time to begin your journey of following the One who saved you. I pray this guide is faithful to the One who will never leave you nor forsake you.

      How grateful I am to the Publisher for helping to get this book into your hands. I long to sit beside you in this book and share my heart with you. I want to make the journey with you in some way. Of course, I can do that only in text. What you truly need is a community of believers in a local assembly. What you really need is another under-shepherd who is faithfully preaching the Truth that Transforms from God’s Word, the Bible, and administering the life-giving Sacraments of the Church. I pray you find that home. Pray to the Lord right now to bring you into that fellowship. Ask the One who saved you to settle you into that place of worship and service. He who started the work will complete it (Philippians 1:6).

      I am humbled and honored to be with you in some small way in this journey of a lifetime.

      
        
          
            
              
        We will include these “text messages” along the way for some more personalized guidance.

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            The Question

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Thou hast made us for Thyself, and the heart never resteth till it findeth rest in Thee.

      

      

      
        
        — Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD), Confessions1

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        Each chapter of this book begins with a quote. The quote is not just decoration but can be used as a resource for further study on the respective subject.
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        * * *

      

      There is one question that stands apart from all others in this life. It is the question of all ages: “But what will you do with Jesus?” For if He is who He says He is, then He is the resurrected, ascended, and returning Christ. Thus, the second question moves from the cosmic to the most personal: “Is Jesus Christ your Lord?”  The truth stands whether you say “yes” or ”no.” Jesus is and will be forever King of Kings and Lord of Lords. But are you in His Kingdom or apart from it? Neutrality is enmity. The scriptures put it plainly:

      
        
        "For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (Romans 10:13 ESV).

      

      

      Then, recognize that, according to His Word, the Holy Scriptures, your faith is a gift of God, not earned or deserved, but freely bestowed upon you by the Lord of life.2 This faith emerges as you perceive your condition—a most hopeless situation—that you, like all of us, are separated from God due to our sins, born into the lineage of Adam, and in dire need of a Savior. This Savior is none other than Jesus of Nazareth.3 He is
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      Questions for Discussion or Personal Reflection

      
        	The Gift: Have you recognized the gift of faith bestowed upon you by the Lord of life? Reflect on the transformation in your life as you came to trust in the resurrected and living Christ and how this faith is a free gift from God.

        	Fully God and Fully Man: How does your understanding of Jesus of Nazareth as both fully God and fully Man impact your faith journey? Consider the significance of His miraculous birth, His performance of miracles, and His power over life and death in validating His divine identity.

        	The Instrument of Faith: As you embark on this journey of discipleship, what does it mean to embrace Christ by faith? Reflect on the significance of the faith you confess and how it leads to receiving eternal and abundant life in Him.
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