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CONSIDER THESE FIVE spiritual points of debate:

One: Feasting at the Lord’s Table.

Two: Dwelling in the Presence of God 

Third: Being nourished by the living waters of the living God.

Four: Being the Temple in which the Lord resides.

Five: Walking the road of the Lord.

Consider then the following:

One: We as believers are hardly feasting at the Lord’s Table, thus feeding on the True Word of God, sitting in His company, but we are rather content to be nourished by spiritual crumbs, susceptible to deception and lies. We are therefore not sitting in the counsel of the Lord but are inclined to walk more in the ways of the wicked.

Second: We are habituating and residing in the spiritual valley of this world, confused, blinded, lost, and unable to hear the voice of the Lord, instead of living in victory in the Presence of God by abiding on the spiritual mountain.

Third: We are content to rather drink diluted spiritual waters from a broken cistern, thus opting for a lie than to live in the fullness of the Holy Spirit that is the living waters within us. We are thus nourished by a supplement that only mirrors the truth of God’s eternal and holy way.

Fourth: We are called to be the Church – the Holy Priesthood – and not merely attend Church. We are called to step out of the tangible and temporary into the spiritual, eternal. We are called to be a living and breathing organism, not a mere organisation of programmes and self-serving agendas. 

Fifth: We are called to follow God’s way, and not ours. We are called to follow Him, and not to lead others astray through rebellion, idolatry, pride or carnality.

And there dwells the truth that resides in the heart of the matter – we are not feasting with the Lord, but are content to eat from the crumbs like dogs caged by pretentious spiritual masters; we are not dwelling on the ‘mountain’ of God (meaning dwelling and abiding in His Presence) where we live day by day in the holy inheritance of the Kingdom Glory and Light; idolatry, sin and rebellion has darkened the condition of our ways to the point that we have lost our way; we have exploited, manipulated and tampered with God’s Living Waters by twisting the Truth for own gain, popularity and riches. 

These matters need to be considered and needs to be pondered. It needs to be pondered lest we fall into deeper apostasy and spiritual idolatry.

Consider dear reader, there is a spiritual drought in the world.

A drought caused by an arrogant and egotistical world not wishing to receive and embrace the absolute truth of God. There is a great drought in the Church, for the spiritual leaders are the ones who have polluted the waters, sold the Gospel, become fat out of their exploits, feeding crumbs to those that they have trained to become like dogs at their feet. Such is the depth and sadness of the state of the priesthood.

Indeed, the Church appears fat, but only nourished by spiritual junk food, by selfish gain, by pride, by fleshly desires and worldly needs. In spirit, she is suffering from malnutrition, floundering in her darkness, struggling in the tide of her own lifeblood, gasping for breath but finding none.

There is one truth – Jesus.

There is one way – the Way of Jesus.

There is one path - the path of I AM.

Instead of God’s Truth in the churches, we have man’s truth.

Instead of God’s Way, we follow the way of man.

Instead of the path of true spiritual enlightenment and hope and glory, we follow the path of the so-called enlightened “thinkers”.

And so the Lord is grieved.

Grace without order and obedience to His commandments is lawlessness.

Grace without faith is the path to acceptance of all religions.

Grace without the fear of the Lord is a journey on a raft sailing an ocean susceptible to the tempest fury.

Let us pause. Let us pause once more like the Church. Let us pause once more as believers, for we are facing a defiant moment in the history of the world, of the church, and of mankind. Are we going to seek the ancient of ways again – seeking God – or are we continuing on our path of destruction?

There have always been defiant moments in history.

It was a defiant moment when Japan attacked Pearl Harbour and so altered the course of World War II forever – America joined the battle.

It was a defiant moment when the Prussians stepped on the blood-soaked fields of Waterloo to stem the relentless march of Napoleon.

It was a defiant moment when Martin Luther nailed his thesis against the Wittenberg Church door in protest against the Catholic institution.

It was a defiant moment that forever altered history and all spiritual reality when Jesus died on the cross – His Blood shed for us.

And so, we are faced with our greatest defiant moment, says the Lord.

Shall we follow Him – His Way, Truth and Life?

Shall we follow man's tradition, religion, reality and truth? 2000 years ago Jesus showed the believers how to be the Ecclesia – making disciples across the world. Today, the Church is a sad, depleted, and disarmed shade of the Ecclesia – birthing sons and daughters of a religion and not sons and daughters of the Living God.

The first believers were noted to be followers of The Way. They followed the Way of Jesus. They followed and obeyed and were faithful to the teachings of Jesus. 

Yet, today, we follow man – we follow his brand of truth. We are bound, gagged, and blinded by our traditions, by a religious system, and yet we think we are free. We are deceived for we have allowed deception into our hearts. And by that deception, our spiritual reflection is dark, and so the nightmares of the world haunt us.

It is time to go up the ‘mountain’ of the Lord, for we can no longer pretend everything is fine. We can no longer pretend we are living in the glory and Truth of God. The spiritual enemy is in our midst – yet we are blind to see, but rather embrace the threat. Come up the ‘mountain’ of the Lord. Seek Him once again beyond the music, the temporary lights, the sweet talk, the warm ambience and the cosy chairs. 

For there is a light that shines over yonder beyond the gate and beyond the valley, beyond the line of the trees where the waters reach to the mountain, for there the light of the Lord shines as He calls His people home to seek and worship and find Him. How long until we listen to God and heed Him? 

Do we know His voice? Or are we hearing the voice of our masters – they who are hypocritical leaders of the Church who, like the Pharisees and Sadducees, close the heavens to those who seek Him. Woe, woe, indeed, for the Lord sees such behaviour and action and deed and word. 

Shall we arise to drink from the Lord, to sit at His table, to listen again to His voice and to seek His Kingdom above all else? Such a decision has to be taken for a flood of the Spirit come in the churches and throughout the world. Shall we be found on the Rock of the Lord, or shall our sand of illusion and deception be swept away by the glory of the Lord?
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THE LORD HAS ALWAYS intended for us to lead a higher spiritual life and not a shallow life.  For those who are reborn and who are in the Spirit and who have been washed by the Blood of the Lamb, they are seated at the right hand of the Lord.

Ephesians 2: 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Paul makes us aware of this truth because it has always been God’s intention for us to lead a higher life.  This is a divine and supernatural life in God, whereby indeed our perception of life changes and our circumstances are altered. We gain thus a new understanding of life in general.

Those who dwell with God and who abide in God follow not just a lifestyle or a religion, but they follow a living God who invests His time, effort and energy into His creation. And by His intervention and by His relationship, we find the grace to walk with the Lord, and so it stands to reason that man’s life cannot stay the same if one’s life is infused in the grandeur of the mighty God. 

When we truly dwell with God, walk with God, and God is part of us, then surely our life cannot remain the same, and surely we cannot have the same outlook on life as those who walk without God. With God taking hold of us, our ideals and desires need to change because a true disciple walks in a manner where his will and way are infused with the will and way of the Lord.

Thus, the Lord calls us to lead a higher life and not just a life in the spiritual valley where we remain yoked, trapped and caged to the desires of the world. 

We are speaking here about a spiritual higher life, for the true believer operates primarily in the supernatural, even though his life functions within the natural.  But our perception, outlook, vision and mission in life should be dictated by the supernatural and by the divine.  

The way we operate, speak, act, believe, and the way that we fellowship with our fellow human beings should be divinely changed and should be supernatural in design.  

We are not merely man who operates according to the limited realm of the natural, but we operate according to the supernatural realm.

And this is the problem in general, for Christians who are not reborn and who are not led by the Spirit and are not baptised by the Spirit, ultimately find their vision and ambition and their perception and understanding regarding life will be dictated not by the Spirit or by the supernatural but by the shallowness of earth and the natural realm. 

Romans 8: 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

It is one thing to know something of a person by reading his story; it is another thing to know that person by speaking to him. This is what the Lord calls and longs for – a people who know Him. For too long, we have read about God and learned about Him through other people. We have become like the Israelites who wanted only to learn from Moses, yet they were afraid to go up the mountain themselves. God never wanted to send prophets or judges, 

He has always wanted to speak to us directly. Jesus came to show this – He came to show God’s heart is for that personal relationship and for us to engage in an intimate friendship that never fades or dies. 

The Lord wants His children to come to Him, enter His throne room, sit down at His feet and simply enjoy His company. He wants his children to lay down their cares and burdens, and just find rest with Him. Oh, how the Lord longs for His children to crawl up onto His lap, put their heads against His breast and feel His heartbeat and feel his breath. There, in His presence, and in His embrace, for in that moment of embrace, we are changed, and there we will be filled with His Presence. There at that moment, we hear what He says, what He feels, what He hears and what He sees.  

It is only when we allow God’s Presence to take hold of us that our spiritual fibre – the fibre being our spiritual design and make-up – begins to change in His image. And by such a divine interaction and transformation, when His Glory seeps into our spirit and in essence our fibre, that we will be transformed by the divine union in His light and love.

There is no other way to truly be spiritually renewed and reborn unless we allow God’s Presence to take hold of us so that His Glory may saturate and permeate the very essence of who we are so that we may be worthy offerings unto His Praise.

It is only when we come as living sacrifices unto Him – yielding and yearning – that we allow the Lord to soak us in His majesty, and we need to be like a sponge that absorbs, and when we do so, we allow His Glory to seep into our very soul and the recesses of the mind and heart until our will is surrendered and until we follow the Spirit and not the dictates of the flesh (Romans 8, Galatians 5).

It is such a sweet and divine call of the Lord for us to come into His Presence – into the spiritual Holy of Holies – so we may behold Him and thus abide in Him. And this dwelling in His Presence speaks of dwelling with Him on the spiritual mountain, which means going higher in our spiritual life to lead a higher life not bound by the dictates of the flesh or the workings of the devil.

In Exodus 33, we read the following: 7 Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and called it the tabernacle of meeting. And it came to pass that everyone who sought the LORD went out to the tabernacle of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8 So it was, whenever Moses went out to the tabernacle, that all the people rose, and each man stood at his tent door and watched Moses until he had gone into the tabernacle. 9 And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud descended and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. 10 All the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the tabernacle door, and all the people rose and worshipped, each man in his tent door. 11 So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he would return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the tabernacle.

In the days of Moses, the prophet could approach God, while only the High Priest [such as Aaron] was allowed into the Holy of Holies to stand in God’s Presence. Exodus 33 tells the story of a people who watched from their tents as Moses approached God, for they were not permitted to enter the Tabernacle. This has changed under the New Covenant – we are all allowed, and all are called to enter the spiritual Holy of Holies into God’s Presence.

It was to Moses that God appeared in the burning bush and then on Mount Sinai, where Moses received the Law of God. God introduced Himself on the mountain, and He gave Moses the Laws to guide and direct the people morally, religiously, socially, ethically and spiritually. 

Even at the time when God appeared to Moses, the people were not allowed to enter into God’s Presence. 

Exodus 20: 18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself, and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. 

As with Exodus 33, we note in Exodus 20 that the people remained at a distance. Even though Moses was allowed to enter God’s Presence, he was also willing, unlike the other people of Israel who were afraid. And still today, the Lord calls us into His Presence without fear or trepidation, for He wants to communicate and fellowship with us. We are not called to hold or keep our distance, but to enter confidently into His Presence. 

Hebrews 12 speaks of our new spiritual meeting with God: “18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20 because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 25 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our “God is a consuming fire.”

Yet so many believers today forsake this privilege, remaining at their proverbial tents, meaning they are content to never really meet God, fellowship with Him or know him intimately. They are still content to wait for the pastor or spiritual leader to enter God’s Presence and bring back God’s Word. 

We see a spiritual mountain experience told in Purgatorio (Italian for "Purgatory"), which is the second part of Dante's Divine Comedy, following the Inferno, and preceding the Paradiso. The poem was written in the early 14th century. It is an allegory telling of the climb of Dante up the Mount of Purgatory, guided by the Roman poet Virgil. In the poem, Purgatory is depicted as a mountain in the Southern Hemisphere, consisting of a bottom section (Ante-Purgatory), seven levels of suffering and spiritual growth (associated with the seven deadly sins), and finally the Earthly Paradise at the top. Allegorically, the poem represents the Christian life, and in describing the climb Dante discusses the nature of sin.

Even though there is no such thing as Purgatory, Dante’s climb up the mountain, however, reminds us that indeed there exists a spiritual climb that all believers need to tackle. And such a climb is one of climbing above our sins, dealing with certain moral issues and ultimately growing in spiritual maturity. Dante’s Divine Comedy was his own perception of the spiritual walk, but the idea of the spiritual mountain remains true, for this mountain is our spiritual walk through life to draw closer to God and to be more like Him.

Jesus died and rose from the grave so that we all can enter into God’s Presence and enter into His glory. He paid the price so that it is possible for us all to enjoy the spiritual walk and to draw closer to God. The veil to the Holy of Holies has been torn so that we can now BE the Church, be His vessel and live to His glory. 

How the Lord calls us all to dwell and abide in Him as Adam and Eve did before their act of disobedience, but we need to choose between laying it all down to GO up the mountain, meaning laying down our old life to meet with God and to become more like Him.

There is only one way that we can truly understand and walk with God, which is to be led by the Spirit, for the Spirit of the Lord teaches us all truth. The Spirit of the Lord leads us on a path of maturity so that we are grounded in Jesus.

To follow God is not to follow a religion and is not to follow a mere lifestyle. 

His truth is not a body of ideas and a set of errors or rules. It cannot be contained by doctrines or dogmas.  The truth of God is living, and life itself, and it should saturate the believer so that the entire outlook and perception of the life of the disciple is moulded and defined by the supernatural and by the divine and not by the natural.

God wanted to show the Israelites who He was and that He is a holy God, and He desires the people to lead a holy life set apart for worship unto Him.  But this would never happen unless their perception changed and their outlook on life began to change because they needed to realise that they were the chosen people and as the chosen people they were called to lead a life apart and to lead a life which was different to the ways that the world lived. 

God wanted to show them what it means to lead the higher life, which meant to lead a life where you are planted and grounded on the spiritual mountain of the living God.

God thus called one man by the name of Moses to come and stand on the mountain of the Lord so that God could share His truth and the glory of what it means to lead a higher life.  God never said to Moses to go and stay in the valley because it is on a spiritual mountain where we rise above our limited perceptions and limited understanding as to what it truly means to meet the living God.  

It is on the spiritual mountain, which means simply leading a higher life by the Spirit and not by the dictates of the flesh, where we are led by the Lord in His ways. Jesus said He is the Way, Truth and Life. We can only know of this Way, Truth and Life when we dwell in the Almighty Presence of the Lord. 

We see the mountain experience at the Mount of Transfiguration. Matthew 17: “And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into a high mountain apart.” 

These three were invited to go apart with Christ for prayer and communion with God. The time of this experience is significant. Six days earlier, Peter had given expression to his faith that Jesus Christ was “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). 

Following this great confession, Jesus spoke about founding and building his church, and he revealed to his disciples that he was on a mission for God that would eventually lead to death and resurrection. Peter, to whom this wonderful revelation had come, did not understand at all how death by crucifixion could figure in their dreams and hopes in connection with the Messiah. 

Six days after this - days of loneliness, frustration, and perplexity - Jesus led these three up a high mountain to pray. 

And here on the mount [mountain], Jesus found strength and no doubt the faith of the three disciples was also bolstered. In Scriptures, Mark states eight times in his gospel that Jesus led his apostles away to a place of privacy for prayer, for instruction, for fellowship, and communion with God. This is what the mountain experience is all about (our walk with God in an intimate embrace) – being strengthened in the presence of the Lord so that we become encouraged to continue our spiritual journey. It is a journey of revelation, of deepening our relationship, bolstering our faith and strengthening our belief and hope in an eternal God.

We all need encouragement, even Jesus, and so the best encouragement comes from an experience with God. And we also learn that only those who have served Christ faithfully in daily duty and have lived close to him can climb the mountain of transfiguration with Him. The revelation of God’s glory and grace comes to each of us according to our capacity, and our capacity is developed as we give ourselves in loving loyalty to Him. 

It is, however, good to remember that we cannot always be on a spiritual high. Jesus led the disciples back down into the valley where suffering and human need were present and where a ministry of mercy was needed desperately (Matthew 17:14–18).  And so we remember that we remain in this world, but we need to be set apart.  We will always be part of this fallen world, but amid the chaos and the darkness, we are called to let our light shine. We can only do so in the strength of the Lord and by abiding in the Lord – this demands continuous endeavour to seek the higher life of spiritual conviction and joy.

Let us remember that we are spirit, soul and body. While we are encased in flesh, we will always struggle with sin and the temptations of this life. We see this continuous inner struggle in the life of Paul (Romans 7). We have been redeemed from the curse of sin but not from the presence of sin. Only when we lead a higher life in the Spirit (Romans 8), meaning abiding in the Lord on the mountain, can we in His wisdom and strength overcome and be more than conquerors of a world that thrives on hate and darkness.

In the spiritual valley, we struggle with idolatry, with the flesh and with rebellion. While Moses was on the mountain, the people rebelled against God. It says in “Exodus 32: 1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD.” 6 So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry. 7 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 9 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 11 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” 14 Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 15 Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant law in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. 16 The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 17 When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in the camp.” 18 Moses replied: “It is not the sound of victory,  it is not the sound of defeat; it is the sound of singing that I hear.” 19 When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. 20 And he took the calf the people had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it. 21 He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?” 22 “Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to evil. 23 They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’ 24 So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!” 25 Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies. 26 So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the LORD, come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him. 27 Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’” 28 The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died. 29 Then Moses said, “You have been set apart to the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and he has blessed you this day.” 30 The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin. But now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 31 So Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.” 33 The LORD replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book. 34 Now go, lead the people to the place I spoke of, and my angel will go before you. However, when the time comes for me to punish, I will punish them for their sin.” 35 And the LORD struck the people with a plague because of what they did with the calf Aaron had made.”

To dwell on the mountain of God is about seeking a close encounter with God. It is about living faith. It is about dwelling in His Spirit. On the mountain of God, we are led by the Lord in His ways. 

Micah 4: 1 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. 2 Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths. The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3 He will judge between many peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide.”

Indeed, on the mountain of the Lord, we rise above the shallowness of a world lacking God’s wisdom, and we rise above the challenges and trials thrown against us by the world and the devil, and we rise above the dictates of the flesh to walk in the Spirit. It is on the mountain where our perception and vision change as we seek the Lord and His Kingdom. 

It is, however, in the spiritual valley where we are stuck in religion, in tradition, and we struggle with indecision. This opens a door for the devil to work. This is what happened to Aaron and those who stayed in the valley. They didn’t have a close encounter with God, and their faith and hope weren’t strong enough in God. They resorted to religion in the form of a golden calf to lead them out. Instead of trusting in God, they invented their own form of religion that spoke of God’s laws and pagan rituals. 

Because they resorted to a false religion, they opened a door for the devil, and so they forsook the Lord. This is why Moses reacted so strongly, for the wrath of the Lord burned within him. The people whom God had rescued placed their hope and trust in a dead idol that couldn’t save them.

And this is the problem if we remain in the spiritual valley instead of embracing a real and close walk with God. We run the risk of adopting and following a religion that, which in itself, is corrupt and man-made. We run the risk of becoming disillusioned, disorientated, deceived and manipulated by the devil. In the end, when we think we are following God, we are but following a dead idol.

Who are we thus following? The devil wants us to remain in the valley because he wants to rule mankind through wickedness and rebellion. He wants mankind to be enslaved by its depravities and decadence, entrapped by confusion, lies and deception. Satan wants man to be leading the shallow life of uncertainty, fear and confusion. When we RISE above these insecurities, doubts and frailties to embrace the Lord, we at the same time shake of the devil’s yoke and break his bondages. Praise the Lord, for in the Blood of the Lamb there is freedom and liberty to be free!

It says of the devil in Ezekiel 28:

“’12 You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 13 You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: carnelian, chrysolite and emerald, topaz, onyx and jasper, lapis lazuli, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created, they were prepared. 14 You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones. 15 You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you. 16 Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, guardian cherub,

Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14 speak about the pride and fall of the devil. Take note of the following: “So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, guardian cherub,” and also “I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon.” 

The devil lost his position, seated once spiritually in a lofty place in the Presence of the Lord, but now he wants to be king of the proverbial spiritual mountain by being the king over mankind. You see, there is nothing more perilous than to be separated or to be cast out of God’s presence! And this is the reality of hell, in whatever form or shape we deem it to be. It is separation from light, love, joy and God’s embrace. 

Yes, the devil still wants to claim the throne of man’s heart, and he still wants to be king of the mountain. This is his great plan - for man to worship the fallen cherub who has lost his position on the spiritual mountain, but of course, he will never claim the position of God. Still today, the devil doesn’t want mankind to dwell in God’s presence on the ‘holy mountain’, he wants mankind to rebel against God by setting up their own mountains of self-achievement and purpose. 

It says in “Genesis 3: 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

We can see in Genesis 3 how the devil wanted to tempt Adam and Eve to give up their position in the presence of God through disobedience and rebellion. Satan tempted them with the idea of becoming like God, meaning being seated on their own lofty spiritual mountain.

God is a jealous God, and He alone desires to be the King of our hearts, and He desires all mankind to dwell with Him on the spiritual mountain. Therefore, God will always remain harsh in action when people follow after other idols, instead of the one who created all of creation. There is great danger in idolatry, for it forsakes the Lord and ultimately forsakes our presence and position in the company of God. Idolatry allows Satan to creep into our lives and take up a position as king.

Isaiah 44: The LORD, Not Idols

6 “This is what the LORD says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first, and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 7 Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has happened since I established my ancient people, and what is yet to come— yes, let them foretell what will come. 8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 9 All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless. Those who would speak up for them are blind; they are ignorant, to their own shame. 10 Who shapes a god and casts an idol, which can profit nothing?

When Moses was called to meet God on the mountain, we have to remember he had to rise above his past, which entailed growing up in Egypt for forty years before fleeing into the wilderness for committing murder. 

For the next 40 years, he would wander the desert. Moses had to rise above his perceptions and his cultural background and above his weaknesses, his shortcomings, his understandings and outlook on life so that he could meet the living God. 

Moses was called to free a people he hardly knew, and he had to follow a God that he only really encountered at the burning bush! This was Moses’ challenge – to rise above his limitations, even the slowness of his tongue, to follow God. In ourselves, we are not always able to break the yokes of slavery, but in God, we are always able, for He who is in us is greater than he who is in the world! And thus, our spiritual journey is really about finding our place in Christ and knowing who we are in the Lord. Then we can rise above the challenges, limitations and restrictions that come from our human strength, intellect and abilities.

We need to lay it all down – our old life and our bad habits and our idolatry and sin – if we truly want to walk in the Presence of God [the mountain experience]. We need to trust God’s way to override our way, and we need to follow the Spirit to overcome our limitations that are formed by our perceptions, habits, and education.

Psalm 24: 1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 2 for he founded it on the seas nd established it on
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