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Prologue

[image: image]


Have you ever looked at a painting and thought, “That’s weird... but cool”? Maybe it had funny shapes, twisted faces, or colors that didn’t match real life. If so, you might have seen a work by Pablo Picasso!

Picasso wasn’t just any artist—he was a rule-breaker, a dreamer, and a genius who saw the world in a completely different way. He didn’t care if his art looked strange to others. He cared about expressing feelings, telling stories, and turning everyday things into something magical.

In this book, you’ll discover how a little boy from Spain became one of the most famous artists in history. You’ll learn about his blue and rose-colored paintings, his wild new style called Cubism, and the powerful messages hidden in his masterpieces. Along the way, you’ll meet the people he knew, the places he lived, and the ideas that made his art unforgettable.

So, grab your imagination and a love for creativity—because Picasso’s world is about to come to life!
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Chapter 1: A Boy with a Pencil
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When Pablo Picasso was just a little boy, he already showed signs that he was going to be someone very special. Most kids at the age of three or four are just learning to draw stick figures, maybe doodling suns and smiley faces, but Picasso was different. From the moment he could hold a pencil, he wanted to draw everything he saw. He would fill pages with pictures of animals, people, and shapes. His drawings weren’t messy or silly like most kids’ doodles—they were neat, detailed, and full of imagination. His parents were amazed. It was like the pencil was a magic wand in his hand.

Picasso’s father, whose name was José Ruiz Blasco, was a painter and art teacher himself. He taught art at the local school and loved painting birds, especially pigeons. He noticed that his little boy wasn’t just scribbling for fun—Pablo had a natural talent. His lines were strong and sure, and he paid close attention to small details that other kids didn’t even notice. For example, if he was drawing a horse, he would include the curve of its legs, the way its mane flowed, and how its hooves touched the ground. His father realized that Pablo might grow up to be even better at painting than he was. In fact, one day, when Pablo was just a child, his father saw him finish a drawing of a pigeon and said, “That’s it. I will never paint again.” He believed Pablo had already become better than him!

Pablo loved spending time with his sketchbook and pencil more than playing with toys or even hanging out with other kids. While some children might ride bikes or play ball, Pablo was perfectly happy sitting quietly and drawing. He would sketch scenes from the market, animals he saw in the street, or even his own family. He didn’t need fancy tools—just a pencil and a piece of paper were enough for him to create something wonderful. He could even turn an old newspaper or scrap of cardboard into a masterpiece. People started to notice how talented he was, even though he was still just a little boy.

Pablo wasn’t just good at drawing from real life—he also had a great imagination. He could invent whole worlds with his pencil. Sometimes he’d draw people with extra-long arms or animals doing funny things, like dancing or playing instruments. He enjoyed making up stories in his pictures, where everything didn’t have to look exactly real. This playful way of drawing would stay with him even when he got older. His art was never boring because it came from his wild, creative thoughts.

As Pablo grew older, his talent kept getting stronger. He could draw from memory, which meant that even if he had only seen something once, he could sketch it perfectly later. He could draw with both hands, and he worked very fast—sometimes finishing full pictures in just a few minutes. While other kids were learning to spell or do math, Pablo was already thinking like a real artist. He would go to museums with his father and stare at the paintings, learning how other artists used lines, shading, and color. But even then, Pablo always wanted to do things his own way. He didn’t want to copy other people—he wanted to create something new and exciting that nobody had ever seen before.

At school, Picasso wasn’t always the best student. He didn’t like being told what to do or how to think. He preferred to explore on his own. Teachers often thought he was daydreaming because he was always doodling on his papers or looking out the window, imagining pictures in the clouds. But what looked like daydreaming to others was actually Pablo’s mind bursting with ideas. He was already planning what to draw next, already thinking about how to show feelings and stories using only a pencil.

His family moved several times when he was young, and each new place brought new things to draw. When they moved to Barcelona, a big city in Spain, Pablo was still just a boy, but he impressed teachers at the School of Fine Arts so much that they let him join the classes for older students. Even the grown-up students were amazed by how talented he was. Imagine being a kid and having your art hung up beside the work of adults! That’s exactly what happened to Pablo. He was just a young boy with a pencil, but he was already being treated like a professional artist.

By the time he was a teenager, his pencil had taken him on a magical journey. It had helped him discover who he was, and it had opened doors to special art schools. He practiced every single day, filling page after page with drawings. He never stopped learning and trying new things. That little pencil he held as a boy became a symbol of his whole life—he used it to express himself, to share emotions, to tell stories, and to imagine the world in brand-new ways.

So, when people talk about Pablo Picasso, they often remember the man who painted in strange shapes and bright colors, who created wild, unforgettable art. But before all of that, he was just a boy with a pencil, a boy who saw the world a little differently and had the courage to draw it his own way. His journey started not with fancy paintbrushes or famous museums, but with a simple pencil and a heart full of creativity.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up in Spain
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Pablo Picasso was born on October 25, 1881, in a warm, sunny town called Málaga in the country of Spain. Spain is a country in Europe known for its beautiful beaches, colorful festivals, and exciting dances like flamenco. It’s also a place where people love art, music, and good food. Pablo’s full name was actually very, very long—Pablo Diego José Francisco de Paula Juan Nepomuceno Crispín Crispiniano María Remedios de la Santísima Trinidad Ruiz Picasso. That’s quite a mouthful! In Spain, it was common to have lots of names to honor relatives and saints. But most people just called him Pablo, or later, Picasso, which was his mother’s last name.

Growing up in Spain shaped who Picasso became. His early years in Málaga were filled with sights, sounds, and experiences that would later inspire his art. Málaga had a port by the sea, which meant boats from all over the world came and went. Pablo saw sailors, merchants, animals, and travelers from different cultures. The streets were full of color and life, and the warm sun gave everything a golden glow. These things might seem ordinary, but to a young boy who was always looking around and noticing everything, they were full of wonder. Pablo was already starting to see the world like an artist.

His family lived in a modest home, and his father, Don José Ruiz Blasco, was an art teacher and painter. He painted birds, especially doves and pigeons, which often filled the rooftops of Spanish towns. Pablo loved watching his father paint, and he would often sit beside him and try to copy his work. His father was proud of him and encouraged him to practice. He even gave Pablo his own brushes and sketchbooks. From a very young age, Pablo wasn’t just playing with toys like other kids—he was learning how to mix paint, how to draw straight lines, and how to notice tiny details in what he saw.

When Pablo was around ten years old, his family moved to a different city in Spain called La Coruña. This was a colder, rainier place than sunny Málaga, but it was also full of new things to explore. There were foggy streets, stone buildings, and fishermen by the shore. Pablo missed the warmth of his hometown, but he kept on drawing. He started going to art school, where his father taught, and everyone was amazed at how skilled he was for someone so young. He could already draw better than most adults. He didn’t just draw what he saw—he drew it with emotion, making every person, animal, or object feel alive on the page.

Even though he was focused on art, Pablo had a regular childhood in many ways. He had two sisters, Lola and Conchita. Lola was close to his age, and the two of them would sometimes play together or pose for each other’s drawings. Conchita, the youngest, was very special to Pablo. But sadly, she became very sick with diphtheria and died when she was only seven years old. Pablo was heartbroken. He had hoped she would get better, and her death was one of the first truly sad moments in his life. It left a deep mark on him, and later in life, some of his paintings showed sorrow and pain, perhaps because he remembered losing his little sister.

After La Coruña, the family moved once more, this time to a big, exciting city called Barcelona. Barcelona is one of the most important cities in Spain, full of old cathedrals, bustling streets, and a rich tradition of art and culture. When Pablo arrived, he was just a boy, but he felt like he had entered a new world. The people in Barcelona spoke a mix of Spanish and a special language called Catalan, and the streets were alive with music, dancing, and celebration. Pablo loved exploring the city. He would walk through the Gothic Quarter, where ancient buildings stood tall and mysterious, or visit the colorful markets filled with fruits, fabrics, and fish.

Barcelona became a big part of Pablo’s life. He was accepted into the School of Fine Arts there, even though he was much younger than the other students. Most kids his age were still learning basic math and writing, but Pablo was already sketching like a grown-up artist. His teachers couldn’t believe it. They gave him extra attention and even
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