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					To Josh, for walking with me on this wild journey of faith and listening to so very many animal facts. I love you.

					–VE

					For Mom and Dad.

					–JB
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			WELCOME TO

			Wild Faith
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				The heavens proclaim the glory of God.

				The skies display his craftsmanship.

				Day after day they continue to speak;

				night after night they make him known.

				They speak without a sound or word;

				their voice is never heard.

				Yet their message has gone throughout the earth,

				and their words to all the world.

				—PSALM 19:1–4, NLT

			

			God created the world. And though creation can never fully express the wonders of the Lord, sometimes examples from nature can make God’s truth come alive to us.

			This is why I’ve gathered fifty-two amazing animals for you to explore and learn from. I loved digging into the research, and I hope that with each animal, you’ll not only marvel at how awesome God is but also discover more about the incredible life He invites you to! Saying “yes” to God isn’t always comfortable and easy, but it’s absolutely worth it.

			In this devotional, each animal gives you a chance to understand God more and grow in your love for Him. You’ll increase your knowledge of Scripture through key verses. You’ll also be encouraged to “Make It Stick” and “Live It Out” through interactive reflections, questions, prayers, and more.

			As you read, I want you to remember two important things. They may seem like opposites, but I promise they work together to help us grow:

			
				1. As hard as we may try, we need God’s help to live lives that please Him. He knows we can’t be perfect, and He never meant for us to do it on our own. He wants us to rely on His grace and strength at every step.

				2. God is always there to guide and help us, but He won’t make us do anything. To live the fulfilling lives He has planned for us, we need to choose to seek His ways, follow His direction, and stay close to Him.

			

			It’s not one or the other. It’s both! Choosing to follow Him and trusting that God’s got you.

			So whether you use this devotional daily, weekly, or whenever you need some inspiration, let’s bravely follow our faithful God, who calls us to a good path and helps us every step of the way. As you encounter these fifty-two awesome animals, may you celebrate God’s creativity, seek Him with all your heart, and rest in His great love for you.

			[image: Signed, Valerie.]

		

	
		
			Saying “Yes” to God’s Best Gift
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			It’s fascinating to see God’s creativity in everything He made: daisies, dirt, stars, snakes, honeybees, humpback whales, and you!

			But one way God set humans apart is by making us in His own image. We are created to reflect His character.

			
				God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us.”

				—GENESIS 1:26, NLT

			

			And one incredible part of being made in God’s image is that God wants us to have a special relationship with Him.

			You see, humans are designed to experience God’s amazing love and follow His life-giving ways. But starting with the first two humans ever created, people decided to ignore His plan. They wanted to do things their own way instead of honoring and obeying Him. That choice is called sin, and when sin came into the world, it caused all kinds of sadness and brokenness. Creation no longer worked perfectly. People stopped living peacefully. And most importantly, sin harmed the special relationship between people and God.

			To this day, we see the effects of sin in the world around us and in our own hearts. We all think and act in ways that don’t please God.

			
				All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

				—ROMANS 3:23, CSB

			

			But here’s the good news: Sin doesn’t change God’s love! He still wants to be close to us.

			He knows we need to be rescued from the broken ways of sin. But He also knows that no human could ever do enough good things to rescue themselves and earn His forgiveness. So He came up with a solution.

			God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to make everything right again.

			
				The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

				—ROMANS 6:23, CSB

			

			Jesus was born in Bethlehem. He grew up, lived a perfect life, and showed people what God is like. He taught, healed, and loved. He was full of grace and truth.

			Then Jesus died on the cross.

			But that wasn’t the end. After three days, Jesus rose to life again! He died for our sins to bring us back to God. He rose again to give us new life and show that sin and death are defeated. His victory gives us hope that one day everything will be restored to God’s perfect design. Nothing can stop God! Nothing can change His love for us!

			
				God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.

				—JOHN 3:16, CSB

			

			We are still waiting for the day when Jesus will return and everything will work perfectly again. But we don’t have to wait to enjoy a special relationship with God.

			Do you believe that God is the king of everything and that life works best when people love Him and follow His ways? Do you recognize that sometimes you don’t choose to follow God’s ways and that you need His forgiveness? Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross and rose again to provide the way back to a wonderful relationship with God? Do you want to trust Jesus and follow Him as the Lord of your life?

			Then you can start this life-changing relationship now. Talk with God about your responses to the questions you just read. Thank Him for His love and for His free gift of forgiveness and rescue through Jesus. Tell God you want to follow Jesus and live for Him.

			
				If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

				—ROMANS 10:9, CSB

			

			Jesus promised that all who trust in Him have eternal life. And He is preparing a perfect home for us where we can live with Him forever. But eternal life starts now! With the help of God’s Holy Spirit, we can find joy and purpose as we follow Jesus and try to live according to God’s design. We won’t be perfect, but we can always count on the Lord’s grace and power to help us.

			
				You are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.

				—EPHESIANS 2:8–10, CSB

			

			If you made the decision to follow Jesus, tell a friend or adult who loves Jesus too. They can encourage you and help you on your journey. This is just the beginning.
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			Soak It Up!

			FLAMINGO
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				May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

				—ROMANS 15:13
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			Flamingos have a secret: They’re not really pink (at least, not without some help). Flamingos are born with white and gray feathers. They get their pink color from what they eat—like algae and brine shrimp. Their bodies absorb the nutrients, depositing pink color in their feathers. What goes inside shows on the outside! In fact, scientists say the pinker a flamingo, the healthier it is.

			You’ve probably heard a parent or teacher say to include healthy foods in what you eat so you can grow stronger. Taking in the right food can help us feel better and help our bodies work properly. In that sense, we’re just like flamingos: We can be healthy on the outside only when we’re well nourished on the inside. And this is important not just for our physical bodies but for our spiritual lives too.

			When we feed on God’s Word and spend time with Him, we absorb His truth and love. These get dropped into our hearts and minds and show on the outside as joy, patience, helpfulness, and perseverance. The more we take in what is healthy for our spirits, the more those good things will show up in our attitudes and actions.

			For example, when we focus on gratitude inside instead of anger
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