
  


  
    [image: Silences : Poems inspired by Max Picard]
  

  
    [image: Silences : Poems inspired by Max Picard]
  

  


  
    [image: Silences : Poems inspired by Max Picard]
  

  


  
    [image: Imagem]
  

  
    To my father

  


  
    The Silence as Presence


    Max Picard (1948) taught us that silence is not emptiness, nor a mere absence of noise. It is substance, it is full space, it is the horizon where life rests. In it, humanity rediscovers its essence, and the world regains its rhythm.


    This collection of poems does not intend to explain silence, only to inhabit it. Each text is a gesture of listening.

  


  Summary


  I. Introduction


  II. A Poetic Epigraph


  III. The Silence


  IV. The Interval


  V. The Human Face of Silence


  VI. Silence and Eternity


  VII. The Silence and the Word


  VIII. Epilogue - The Last Word is the Silence


  
    I. Introduction


    In Silences – a poetic collection resonating with the quiet intensity of introspection –, readers are invited into a world where silence speaks louder than words. Drawing inspiration from the philosophical musings of Max Picard, this anthology delves into the profound depths of human experience through evocative imagery and layered symbolism. Each poem is a meditative exploration of themes such as solitude, identity, and the interaction between presence and absence.


    The poems unfold in a seamless blend of free verse and lyric poetry, mirroring the flow of thought itself. This structural choice fosters an intimate connection with the reader while maintaining a rhythm that captures fleeting moments – whispers carried on the breeze or shadows dancing at dusk. The rhythm enhances this continuity, urging readers to linger on each verse before diving deeper into its meaning.


    Imagery is central to Silences. Descriptions transport us to serene landscapes where nature mirrors inner turmoil: moonlight waters evoke unspoken emotions; rustling leaves echo forgotten memories; stillness becomes both sanctuary and prison. Through sensory detail – the scent of damp earth after rain, the taste of salt-laden air – each poem immerses the reader in its unique atmosphere, inviting reflection on personal silences.


    Recurring motifs weave through the collection like threads in a tapestry: the bittersweet ache of love resonates alongside reflections on loss; resilience emerges amid vulnerability; identity is explored not only as personal but universal – a shared human condition marked by the longing for connection, even within isolation. These themes engage with gendered experiences authentically, without resorting to stereotypes, offering perspectives that transcend boundaries.


    Silences invites readers to embrace silence – as a space filled with potential meaning. It challenges us to listen closely: to ourselves, to our surroundings, and to discover beauty within what often goes unheard. In doing so, it cultivates empathy toward others’ journeys while celebrating our own individual paths through life’s intricate web, woven silently yet powerfully around us all.

  


  
    II. A Poetic Epigraph


    Silence is not emptiness;


    it breathes on its own,


    with its own pulse,


    its own unseen music.


    Every true word is born of it,


    a child emerging from the invisible womb.


    When silence withdraws,


    words become echoes,


    shadows of themselves.


    The modern man fears it,


    hiding it beneath noise, haste, and speech.


    Yet the more he flees,


    the more it follows,


    an inevitable presence.


    In silence, there is no loneliness.


    Something greater inhabits us,


    an infinite opening beyond the self,


    a whisper of eternity.


    And in the eternity of silence,


    all remains fresh and intact,


    where nothing ages,


    and life reclaims its primordial essence.
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