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			Dedication

			
		
    Here are thirteen quotes from Spurgeon on godly parenting.
1. "As soon as a child is capable of being lost, he is capable of being saved."
2. "Whether or not we teach the truth to young Christians, the devil will undoubtedly teach them error." 3.
Children will imitate their parents in their vices, seldom in their repentance.
4. "Some of the worst of men have been the children of godly parents." 5.
5. "If we never have headaches in reproving our children, we shall have many headaches when they grow up."
6. "We must not expect to see our children blessed unless we ourselves grow up in grace."
7. "What a blessing to have our sons enlisted in the army of Christ!"
8. "If you want eminent men in the Church of God, look for them among the converted in youth."
9. "I hope we seldom bow the knee without praying for our children." 10.
10. "You cannot pray for your children if you do not pray for yourselves."
11. "It is not your instruction that can save the souls of your children; it is the blessing of God the Holy Spirit that accompanies your efforts."
12. "I know it is not very easy to preach Christ to the children, but there is nothing else worth preaching,"
13. "Give us the first seven years of a child, with God's grace, and we will defy the world, the flesh, and the devil."


— Charles Spurgeon 
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We will follow in the footsteps of the great heroes and heroines of the faith and discover the awesome power God gave them to accomplish His purposes on earth. Through these Bible Scenes, we will learn the relevance of the Bible today. Its teachings are not part of the past, they are living tools that can be used to strengthen our faith and knowledge of God's will for our lives. 

Each lesson in this series of biblical scenes is deeply related to the era in which they took place. From Abraham's first steps to the fall of Jerusalem, each of these passages offers something unique in terms of gospel lessons. Many accounts are extremely enlightening and inspire imaginative imagery. Some bring comfort and encouragement, while others make us aware of the importance of obeying God. 

Discover God's wisdom in history. Take the opportunity to join the community of the faithful through reading. Prepare your heart to understand God's purpose for you and others. 'Bible Scenes: 62 Gospel Lessons from the Old Testament' will help you spend meaningful time with the Holy Spirit and get to know your favorite Bible characters better. You will be overwhelmed by the power of these stories and the strength God provides us. Begin your spiritual journey today to live a better life guided by the principles learned from the Bible!
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Genesis 4.1 to 16

Cain, the first son of Adam and Eve, was born after the expulsion out of Eden. aThe Scripture says that "in process of time Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to the Lord. 

Cain was a religious man, but a religious man in his own way, an ungodly religious man. He wanted to worship God according to his way of thinking. He brought as an offering the fruit of the earth, the toil of his hands. Cain thought, "What more pleasing to God than that which the constant and toilsome labor of my hands has produced?" But the thoughts of man are not the thoughts of God, Isaiah 55.8. Cain inaugurated a religion, which in the Scriptures is called "the way of Cain," and which has thousands of adherents who claim to justify themselves before God by their "good works," forgetting that it is written that God "is not honored with men's hands, as though he needed anything," Acts 17.25, and that "obedience is better than sacrifice," and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings."

Cain, seeing that his offering was not pleasing to God, that of Abel if, instead of following Abel's example, "became very angry and his countenance fell," and being in the field, [probably after a quarrel] he rose up against his brother and slew him.

Intolerance and fanaticism are autos of the religion of Cain, and from these to crime there is but one step. Cain was the first religious murderer: a fratricide. 

When the "way of Cain" became popular, the nation of Israel became fratricidal as well, putting to death their Lord and Savior. "Take away, take away, crucify him," was the cry of the people. And later, when the "way of Cain" became the universal, Catholic religion, the so-called Holy Tribunal of the Inquisition, by means of the rack, the wheel, the stake and a thousand other infernal torments, put to death thousands upon thousands of men and women whose only crime was to want to worship God according to His Word. Since then kings, presidents, statesmen and necessary citizens of the world have fallen under the criminal hand of religious men like Cain. 

And what is it that stops the hand of the fanatics of our times? Is it perhaps that they reprove the deeds of their co-religionists of those times, or that their ideas regarding the "heretics" have changed? No, nothing like that; Rome is the same. She approves or covers up the past slaughters, and if now the rack does not work, the wheel does not turn and the bonfires do not burn, it is because in the face of the fanaticism and intolerance of Rome, God has raised a wall of liberal governments, which protect the citizen and allow him to live in conformity with his convictions.

Cain pretended to conceal his crime.― How many have done so after him!― thus adding sin to sin, and when he was discovered he showed no sign of repentance, but distrusted the mercy of God, fled from His presence, the indelible stigma arriving: Fratricide! "Woe unto the wicked! it shall be evil unto him: for according to the works of his hands shall he be recompensed," Isaiah 3.11. "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, who will have mercy upon him, and to our God, who is plenteous in forgiving," Isaiah 55. 7.
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Genesis 4.1 to 8

"Say to the righteous that it shall be well with him: woe to the wicked, it shall be ill with him", Isaiah 3.10,11.

We have before us another biblical character for our study: Abel, the second son of Adam and Eve. Both brothers were born after the fall; both were born outside of Eden, and participated in the sinful inheritance of their parents; "they were by nature children of wrath". We must not forget that both had the same origin, received the same teaching, occupied the same position before God. There was no difference between the two. But we note with surprise in the development of this story the enormous distance that finally separated two brothers.

Cain and Abel are like the point from which two great lines of people start, in which all the religious creeds that fill the world can merge: the one, the Cain way (justification by works), throwing himself into the error of Balaam (hypocrisy), to perish in the contradiction of Korah (pride). See Jude verse 11. The other, the way of Abel, justification by faith, heading for the cross, rejoicing in the resurrection and soaring to glory where "our life is hid with Christ in God," to at last dwell eternally in lén.la New Jerusa "The path of the righteous is as the light of dawn, increasing until the day is perfect." "The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not wherein they stumble."

Abel had the disadvantage of having before him a bad example; Cain was the first to bring an offering to Jehovah. By nature we are prone to imitate others. There are very few who act on their own initiative. In the arts, in industry and in the sciences, the majority follow the beaten path, the routine; very few stop to examine, study and compare. In religion the same thing happens. How common are the words: "I follow the religion of my elders, the religion in which I was born". 

Abel saw Cain pass by carrying his handsome and beautiful sacrifice, "the fruit of the ground". Abel did not imitate his elder brother. The searching eye of faith reached to look beyond mere appearances to the holiness of God and His righteous claims; and therefore Abel, despising the evil example of Cain, "brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of their fatness" an offering to Jehovah, or, in other words, "by faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, whereby he obtained witness that he was righteous, God bearing witness of his offerings," Hebrews 11:5.

Abel glimpsed the divine doctrine that "without shedding of blood there is no remission of sins," and the glorious truth that through a substitute sin was covered, the righteousness and holiness of God satisfied, and a way opened up to His very presence. This is the teaching that emanates from Calvary, the doctrine of the cross: Christ, the Lamb of God, the spotless victim, whose blood "speaks better than that of Abel." He, by the Eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God; he was delivered up for our trespasses, and raised for our justification. Now, ascended into heaven and seated at the right hand of the Most High, He "is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him". 

What remains for the poor sinner to do? Must he continue his daily offerings and sacrifices? No, for Christ, "once for all ages, for the putting away of sin, presented Himself for the sacrifice of Himself," and "where there is remission of sins, there is no more offering for them. He has only to accept the salvation that is freely offered to him. "He that thirsteth, let him come: and he that will, let him take of the water of life freely", Revelation 22.17.

And how can he make this salvation his own? By faith; for "without faith it is impossible to please God," for, although salvation is by grace, yet faith is the only means by which we can enter into possession of it. And then "being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."

Abel's offering was accepted by God. He probably responded with fire from heaven consuming the sacrifice, as happened later with Elijah on Carmel. (1 Kings 1) Abel's faith and righteousness caused his death. Intolerance armed Cain's arm, and he unloaded it on his brother. St. John says: "And for what cause slew he him? because his works were evil, and his brother's righteous". And he adds, "Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you." For it is written, "All who desire to live righteously in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil men and deceivers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived," and the apostle Peter exhorts us with these words: "Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or a robber, or an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's business. But if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this behalf", 1 Peter 4.15,16.
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And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters. And all the years of Enoch were three hundred threescore and threescore and five years. So Enoch walked with God, anddisappeared, because God took him,
Genesis 5.22 to 24.
Since the days of Cain, a godless civilization had begun to develop and grow in an alarming manner. The building of cities, the great possessions of cattle, the manufacture and use of musical instruments, and the knowledge to spruce up all metal work, came to give a great impulse to this civilization. 

The grouping of people in cities fostered corruption; music helped them to live in forgetfulness of God, the accumulation of goods brought envy and rivalry, and the manufacture of cutting tools put into their hands the means of manifesting their evil instincts inherited from Cain, Genesis 4.17 to 27, It was at this time that polygamy took its deep roots in the heart of man.

The descendants of Adam through the line of Seth were the godly men of those days. The descendants of Cain, on the other hand, were noted for their impiety and vengeful spirit. In the course of time both lines united, and from this amalgamation resulted the general corruption. Enoch, of the seventh generation of Adam, was born and lived in the midst of this corrupt and corrupting age. In that dense spiritual night Enoch shone as a luminous star. 

How could he escape the contagion of that vitiated atmosphere? Protected by the shield of faith. "Faith is the victory that overcomes the world", 1 John 5.4. Faith "quenches the fiery darts of the evil one", Ephesians 6.16. Faith "purifies the heart," Acts 15:9. We see how faith confronts the three enemies of the soul, and so Enoch, protected by this saving faith, was far above that foul atmosphere. He walked with God.

The same faith that was manifested in Abel through discernment produced in Enoch the precious fruit of complete consecration to God. And therefore, at so early a time as that, the eyes of Enoch, like a mighty telescope, traversing the times and ages, beheld the coming in glory of the Lord Jesus, and announced it, saying: "Behold, the Lord is come with his holy thousands, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all the wicked among them concerning all their wicked works which they have wickedly committed, and concerning all the evil things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him" (Jude 14:15).

Enoch did not defile himself with the depraved customs of his age. He lived in it as a faithful witness for God, guarded by faith, and sustained by the blessed hope of deliverance. And before the righteous judgment of God descended upon the earth, Enoch was translated to a better place, without having passed through the painful ordeal of death. He did not witness the overflowing of the fountains of the great deep, nor participate in the terror and confusion of the multitudes at the sight of the flood. He was translated before these things happened. 

This reminds us of the promise given to the Church: "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation that shall come upon the whole world", Revelation 3:10. Enoch's translation delivered him from the judgment of the world, and the same deliverance awaits the Church of God. Yes, before the apostasy reaches its height, and the great tribulation spreads over the whole world, "the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air", 1 Thessalonians 1.14 to 17. 

When this will happen, we do not know, but the Lord exhorts us in this way: "Take heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time will be ... lest at any time when he cometh suddenly he find you sleeping. And the things which I say unto you I say unto all men", Mark 13:33 to 37. May we, like Enoch, bear witness that we have pleased God. Amen. 
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Noah, a righteous man, was perfect in his generations;
with God walked Noah, Genesis 6.9
Noah lived in the time immediately following that of Enoch, a time when "the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and every imagination of his heart was only evil continually". The earth was corrupt and full of violence. Evil had reached its full development and God resolved to blot out that rebellious generation from the face of the earth. 

Noah, following in the footsteps of Enoch, and guarded by the same faith, lived undefiled by the licentious customs of his time; for which reason it is written of him: "Noah was a righteous man, perfect in his generations; Noah walked with God. Away from the path of wickedness trodden by the majority, he followed a path of separation to God and obedience to His holy will; and thus he was prepared to receive the blessing of the Most High: "The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,' Psalm 34:15.

rituraThe Sc tells us, "But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord," and before the waters of judgment were poured out upon the world, God provided an escape for Noah. He commanded him to build an ark of goffer wood, according to the dimensions He gave him, and said to him, "Behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the spirit of life under heaven: all that is in the earth shall die. But I will establish my covenant with thee, and thou shalt enter into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee." "Noah believed the word of God, and fearfully prepared the ark, that his house might be saved," Hebrews 11.7.

Noah, as a faithful herald of righteousness, while building the ark, admonished the people, telling them of the judgment that was to come because of their sins. But the multitudes, looking on the progress of their godless civilization, and seeing no sign that foreshadowed the announced judgment, continued in their sins and unbelief, mocking the candor of Noah and what they might call his pessimistic ideas. Men then despised Noah's warning, and went on "eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage," until the terrible reality came to awaken them from their fatal slumber. The "cataracts of heaven," and "the fountains of the great deep" were opened and "the flood came and destroyed them all," Matthew 24:38.

It is written, "A man that hardeneth his neck when he is rebuked shall suddenly be broken; neither shall there be any medicine for him," Proverbs 29:1. Only those who took refuge in the ark were sheltered from judgment; outside it all was confusion and terror. And soon the ark was gently rocking on the immensity of the waters that had covered the whole earth. St. Paul says "The things which were written aforetime were written for our learning", Romans 15:4.

The Lord Jesus alluded to this terrible scene saying: "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the days of the Son of man", Luke 17:56. Thus He teaches us the remarkable resemblance there will be between the conditions of the last days and the antediluvian age. "The prudent foreseeeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and receive harm;" and a candid examination of this present time should make us foresighted. Now, as in the days of Noah, men find ample time to indulge the most extravagant fancies of caprice, but not to attend to that which interests all: now, as in those days, the proclamation of repentance and conversion sounds in many ears like a discordant note in the harmony of the much-decorated civilization. 

However, the indifference of some, and the unbelief and opposition of others, only corroborates our faith in revelation, for: "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man".

Jesus Christ is offered to us as the only ark of salvation.
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Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be mighty upon the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; wherefore it is said, As Nimrod was a mighty hunter before the LORD, Genesis 10.8 to 10.
10.8 to 10
Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. Proverbs l6.18

In chapter 10 of Genesis we have a perfect record of the families descended from Noah; and also of the kingdoms and nations founded by the new settlers of the world. In verses 8 to 10 special mention is made of Nimrod, and, although this personage is named only four times in the whole of the Sacred Scriptures, we do not wish to overlook him, as he was the founder of the kingdom of Babel. And Babel, or Babylon, occupies a prominent position in the biblical pages.

The Bible tells us of the Babel founded by Nimrod, of Babylon, the capital of the Chaldean Empire, and of "Babylon the Great," the monstrous political-religious system -in whose sorceries all peoples have erred; Revelation 18.

Nimrod, "a mighty hunter before Jehovah" was undoubtedly the promoter of the construction of the tower "whose top would reach to heaven". "The whole land was then of one language and of one speech. And it came to pass, when men departed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and sat down there. And they said one to another, "Go, let us make bricks and bake them with fire. And they made brick instead of stone, and bitumen instead of mortar. And they said, Come, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

The building of a city and a tower was in itself no sin; the sin consisted in the fact that this was in opposition to God's purpose to "fill the earth," and that in all the plans of these men there was not a thought for their God. They sought Him not, nor did they regard Him at all. They gathered together to act independently of God, intending to create for themselves a reputation for greatness-to make a name for themselves!

This was the first confederation or association without God. And if we take a look at the history of recent years, we shall see a great and varied number of these associations: anarchism, communism, nihilism, socialism, etc. But it is of importance not to forget that the first of all was that of the plain of Shinar; nor must we lose sight of the fact that they pretended, as all associations of the same class have afterwards pretended, to promote the interests of mankind, and to extol the name of man. But, as they excluded God, failure and confusion were the result of their strenuous efforts. "Before destruction is pride; and before a fall is haughtiness of spirit."

As we have already said, the end of man's first association without God was failure and confusion. And this is in marked contrast to the progressive development, and final glory, of God's association, that is, His Church, founded, not by mighty hunters like Nimrod, but by Jesus of Nazareth; not by force of arms, but by the power of His Word and the courage of His sacrifice. And this Church, whose foundation is Christ, and whose only Head is also the glorified Christ, is the one of which it is written: "The gates of Hades shall not prevail against it".
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About a hundred years after the flood, as men were again multiplying upon the earth, it occurred to them to form themselves into an association with certain plans of operation and ends to be attained. They still remember what happened to the former inhabitants and the prodigious salvation of their fathers in the ark, but again they proceed without reckoning with God, even pretending to defy Him. The world had been flooded to the highest peaks, but now they begin to erect a tower that should reach to heaven itself.

Around so great a work of their proud imagination, they were to build themselves a city, and the end of it all was to make a name for themselves and to keep them from being scattered over the face of the earth. God beheld the folly of these descendants of Noah and sowed confusion among them by sending them a diversity of languages so that they did not understand each other. One can understand the difficulty this caused, resulting in the complete abandonment of the enterprise and the scattering of men in all directions.

The idea of confederation, however, has remained in the human heart and history reveals some remarkable efforts to reattempt what failed on the plain of Shinar.

One of the most important efforts took place in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. Following the same principle of confederation, he gathered under his leadership an immense empire with a very strong capital city and, particularly, it bore the name of Babylon, that is, Babel. When at the zenith of his glory the king boasted in his wealth and power, he lost his reason and went out to live like a beast in the field. 

Yet his son Belshazzar did not learn to be humble. Some twenty-five years later, carelessly indulging in an orgy with his princes and concubines, the Medo-Persian force entered through a secret tunnel under the walls. These enemies took the city, sowed confusion and death everywhere, and put an end to the glory of that empire.

Its destruction was absolute, like that of the first Babel, and it has not been built there again to this day. According to the word of the prophet Isaiah, owls and bats and snakes and wild beasts make their dens among its ruins, and no one would pitch a tent on the site.

Satan himself fell because of his pride, and when he caused man to fall it was by tempting him with the idea that he would be like God, knowing good and evil. Even after such bitter lessons as history teaches us, men are left with the idea of making a name for themselves. They think to do so by confederating, as witness the confederate businesses, the confederation of states and nations, and - what interests us most here - the religious confederations.

When Christ had accomplished the redemption of our souls by his blood, and was about to depart for the glory of heaven, he commissioned his own
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