
      
         
            
         
      

   
        [image: Life in Five Seconds. Over 200 Stories for those with no time to waste]

        Matteo Civaschi

        [image: H-57]

        Gianmarco Milesi

        [image: Quercus]

    
        [image: This book is dedicated to Ilaria Agnoli, Lorenzo Tommasi, Roberto Molino and Francesca Gorrini]

    
    [image: The Story of These Stories]

    [image: ]

    There’s no place for a long introduction in a book called Life in Five Seconds.

    So here’s a short one.

    This book is about all of life (from famous people, historic moments and iconic places to little everyday things like pizza) but with the useless and boring parts stripped away.

    It’s the apple pie without having to peel the apples.

      Cats without scooping the litter.

      Kissing on the beach, under the moonlight,
      without sand in awkward places.

      Rome without traffic.

      Shampoo without tears.

      Gravy without splashes down your T-shirt.

      Eternal love without the snoring.

    You get the picture.

    Happy reading!
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    You could read this ebook on your own, front to back, like a regular ebook. A better way is to look at each story and then try to guess the subject without looking at the answers on the next page. But the best way – and trust us on this because we tried it for ourselves – is to gather your friends and all guess together. After all, a dozen brains are better than one (except when you have to choose a restaurant!).
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    What you absolutely shouldn’t do is to use this ebook as a completely reliable historical and biographical reference, particularly if you’re somebody’s Phone-A-Friend on Who Wants to Be a Millionaire.

    Our stories, though generally accurate in terms of chronology, aren’t always a precise illustration of what actually happened. Sometimes we improvise. Sometimes we base our story on “we think it went like this” or “we believe they were thinking that”, such as Picasso, Freud, Sahara, Atlantis, Everest and the Holy Grail. So, don’t necessarily expect historical accuracy. We can’t always promise it.

    With other stories we illustrate only one aspect or just one part of the timeline (see Jimi Hendrix, John McEnroe and John Paul II). The moments we choose to show may seem minor but are – in our opinion – usually quite significant or revealing.

    Be prepared that some stories may be more difficult to decipher than others. Some are built like quizzes (including Woody Allen, Alfred Hitchcock and The Simpsons), with each icon part of the riddle, whilst the ebook is also dotted here and there with a few lesser-known gems. In both cases, hardcore fans will guess everything immediately, while others may have to do a bit of research. This is all part of the fun. We discovered lots of interesting and curious things whilst creating this ebook and we hope that you will, too.

    A final note: we’ve tried not to let moral opinions or judgments colour our stories. Not because we don’t have these opinions but because we want to let you form your own. Every reader will draw his own conclusions. That said, some people or events do come with inevitable connotations (whether good or bad) that don’t need to be underlined.

    Now that’s really everything.

      Enjoy the ebook!
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