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				Introduction

				“That’s ancient history,” someone might say today in dismissing a topic that’s stale or irrelevant. But in fact ancient history is neither of those things. This volume was undertaken in the belief that the Greek historians are exciting to read in their own right; accessible to all, once certain obstacles have been overcome, and of great importance to us as we navigate our own times and our own historical evolution. They wrote for our benefit as much as for their readers (or, more accurately, listeners) in the classical Greek world or the high Roman Empire.

				Thucydides, writing at the end of the fifth century BC, understood clearly that the story he told—the war between Spartan and Athenian coalitions, what we know as the Peloponnesian War—would provide paradigms for future ages. In his prologue he addressed “those who wish to have an accurate knowledge of what happened and, because of human nature, will likely happen to be the same as, or similar to, these events.” He would no doubt be pleased to know that his first English translator was Thomas Hobbes, the Enlightenment political philosopher who went on to write Leviathan and other influential works, including one entitled Human Nature; or that his book is still required reading at the West Point military academy; or that policy makers speak today of a “Thucydides trap,” in which an established superpower (as Sparta once was) feels it must fight to avoid being overtaken by a rival (like Athens). Thanks to its exploration of the deepest levels of human nature, the work has become what its author intended—an everlasting possession.

				Human nature stands at the center not just of Thucydides’ work but of all Greek historical writing. Thus the Greek historians, in contrast to modern ones, weave speeches, conversations, and even, in one famous case—Thucydides’ account of negotiations between Melos and Athens—a dialogue into their narratives. These speech acts give us access to the minds and thoughts of historical actors, whether individuals or city-states (the latter can “speak” collectively through their ambassadors and envoys). They serve to put human beings, rather than impersonal or abstract forces, squarely at the center of historical change; they engage our emotions and our moral sense in the same way that the epic poems of Homer do, for indeed those poems, the Iliad in particular, were the primary model with which the first Greek historian, Herodotus, worked.

				This centrality of speeches and conversations may surprise modern readers, who live in an age of audio recording devices and of careful documentation of quotes. When Herodotus reveals to us, in his very first episode, an exchange between a king and his chief bodyguard, held in a private room of a palace several centuries before his own time, we may feel that the rules of historical writing, as we understand them, are being broken. But Herodotus played by a different set of rules, as did his successors. In the next generation, Thucydides, writing about events of his own day, addresses the question of the veracity of his speeches, but even while acknowledging the validity of the question, he still claims the right to put words in people’s mouths based on what he thinks they ought to have said in particular situations.

				It’s hard to conceive of an ancient historical narrative without such inserted speeches and comments, just as it’s difficult to conceive of a modern one that has them. (An experiment of this kind, attempted several decades ago by a biographer of Ronald Reagan, featuring imagined dialogue that had not been recorded or witnessed, was met with widespread outrage and disdain.) This bright dividing line helps define larger differences in the ways ancient and modern historians conceived of their roles. Whereas today’s historians seek the truth of facts, their ancient Greek counterparts sought the truth of story. They shaped the presentation of events to create unity and coherence, amplified crucial points by the inclusion (or, in some cases, invention) of speeches, and highlighted emblematic figures while ignoring those whose lives offered fewer insights. In some cases (as in those of Xenophon and Plutarch) they might shift focus toward leaders and states they considered admirable, giving their writing a strong moralistic or ethical slant. (Both Xenophon and Plutarch were students of moral philosophy as well as historical writers.)

				Part of the moral dimension of these works is their awareness or inclusion of the gods, an element they share with Greek epic and tragic literature. Of the four authors presented in this volume, three show explicitly how the divine plays a role in the working out of human history, bringing low those who transgress or who strive for too much power. The fourth, Thucydides, avoids all direct reference to the gods and expresses skepticism about some aspects of traditional religion, but he hews so closely to tragic narrative patterns—for example, juxtaposing the greatest disaster that befell Athens, the defeat in Sicily, with the city’s greatest moment of hubris, its annihilation of the population of Melos—as to imply, perhaps, that divine forces operate even in his universe. Both he and Herodotus clearly learned much from the tragic playwrights whose works were first staged in their lifetimes—Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. (Sophocles in fact seems to have been a friend of Herodotus.) Xenophon too saw many of those plays performed, and he remained deeply convinced, as he says at one point, that “the gods do not ignore the impious and those who commit impious acts” (see this page, Hellenica 5.4).

				Plutarch lived a full five centuries after the great age of tragic drama had ended, yet he too drew on the plays of the Athenian tragedians, which he encountered on papyrus scrolls rather than in the theater, to bring out the cosmic context of historical action. He quotes liberally from the plays to reflect on events in his Lives, as when he imports an extended passage of Menelaus, a play he attributed to Sophocles, to give a larger dimension to the career of Demetrius the Besieger (see this page). Such quotes are more than mere adornment or literary erudition. They invoke the imaginative world of tragedy, a world in which the human is deeply enmeshed with the divine. Plutarch’s frequent allusions to dreams, oracles, and portents governing the lives of his subjects, or signaling their deaths, are further evidence that we mortals are not the captains of our fate, however high we may rise.

				This overlap between Greek tragic drama and Greek historical narrative helps explain how we, the editors of Modern Library’s The Greek Plays, have come to compile The Greek Histories, and also accounts for the choices we have made as to what authors to include here. Many historical writers we might have included have been left to one side. The four we have chosen are those who most belong to the broad mainstream of Greek literature, a tradition steeped in mythic and tragic patterns and in an awareness of the larger context in which historical action is set. The same spirit, we believe, that makes the Greek epics and tragedies so meaningful today, and so stirring to the human soul, is very much in evidence in the authors presented here. Their themes are eternal, their portraits of character are indelible, and they convey with moving clarity their sense of the larger cosmos that gives meaning to human events.

				Our selections have been made with one eye on these aspects of the genre, the other on the need for continuity and completeness. We hope that our volume tells a coherent story of the evolution of Greece between the sixth and early third century bc—that is, from the late archaic age through the whole of the classical period and far enough into the Hellenistic world to illustrate the shape that world would take as the Successors of Alexander the Great donned crowns and claimed kingdoms. Naturally there are gaps in continuity where our four sources are silent, especially in the mid-fifth century (covered in summary fashion by Thucydides but in a passage not included here) and the mid-fourth (a period only partially accessible here through Plutarch’s Demosthenes and the first segments of Alexander). We have supplied italicized summaries as a way of bridging these gaps, so that the reader seeking a grand tour of Greek history, or the student in a history survey course, will have a reasonably comprehensive account of crucial eras and events.

				The time spans covered by our selections are in no way consistent with or proportional to their length. The Athenian expedition to Sicily, occupying just two years (415–413 BC), takes up nearly 15 percent of our volume, for the simple reason that Thucydides’ account of it is riveting and intense, in our opinion, the most compelling piece of historical writing that survives from the Greek world. By contrast, the period between the end of that expedition and the rise of Thebes in the 370s, a span of four decades, is represented here by a single brief selection from Xenophon’s Hellenica (the fall of Theramenes in 403), reflecting our much lower regard for that work as compared with the others that bracket it. We have sought a sensible compromise between the comprehensiveness required of a historical survey and the very different demands of a “greatest hits” anthology, which means we will inevitably disappoint readers seeking one or the other exclusively.

				A word should be said to explain our inclusion of several selections from Xenophon’s Anabasis. The episode this work deals with is peripheral to the main narratives of Greek history; its action takes place in Asia and has little impact (at least in the portions sampled here) on the balance of power among the city-states of Hellas. But the story it tells is a fascinating one, and Xenophon, who was both its author and its main character, here produced his most vivid, most compelling prose work. So we have given as much space to this absorbing digression as to the Hellenica, Xenophon’s more central but less successful account of events in Greece between 411 and 362 BC.

				Our decision to include selections from Plutarch’s Parallel Lives—works of historical biography rather than history proper—was also not an easy one, as discussed in our prefatory comments introducing those selections. Plutarch approached history as an ethicist, exploring the characters of men who had played leading roles in history and arranging them in pairs to contrast Greek with Roman figures. His goals were thus very different from those of the other three authors presented here, and unlike them he wrote about events in the distant, not recent, past. But he preserves important details found nowhere else in our sources and offers a uniquely personal glimpse of his subjects. His Lives have thus made an important contribution to our understanding of the ancient world, and they are hugely influential in the Western literary tradition.

			

		

	
		
			
			
				Glossary of Names, Places, Peoples, and Military Terms

				All dates are BC unless otherwise indicated.

				
					Aegae: Important Macedonian city (modern Vergina), originally the capital of the country, where Philip II, father of Alexander III, was assassinated and where members of the royal family were interred. Recent excavations have brought to light a tomb there that may well be that of Philip.

					Aegina: An island off the coast of Attica, frequently at war with Sparta, Athens, or both.

					Agesilaus: Long-lived Spartan king whose aggressive pursuit of power dominated Spartan policy throughout the first four decades of the fourth century. After his accession in 400, Agesilaus led an expedition into Asia in the 390s, the forerunner of Alexander the Great’s campaign, before Sparta recalled him to confront opposition at home. He later targeted the Thebans, who had increasingly drifted out of Sparta’s orbit. He invaded Boeotia twice in the 370s and pressed for the campaign of 371 that ended in defeat at Leuctra. He died in 360 in his eighties.

					Agis II: Spartan king during most of the Peloponnesian War and its immediate aftermath. Succeeded by Agesilaus when his eldest son, Leotychides, fell under suspicion of being the illegitimate son of Alcibiades.

					Alcibiades: Athenian general and politician who rose to prominence at an early age in about 420. A former disciple of Socrates, he was a man of enormous charm and great wealth. His diplomacy created an anti-Spartan coalition that threatened Sparta, but failed to defeat it, at the Battle of Mantinea in 418. He helped persuade the Athenians to make their ill-fated expedition to Sicily and was appointed one of its three generals. After he was removed from command of the expedition and indicted for impiety, he fled to the Spartans and gave them vital information on conducting the war against Athens in both Attica and Sicily. He returned to the Athenian side in 411 but was exiled in 406 and died two years later, the target of a Spartan-organized assassination.

					Alcmaeonids: A wealthy family whose members (including Cleisthenes, Pericles, and Alcibiades) exerted great political influence at Athens.

					Alexander I: King of Macedon at the time of Xerxes’ invasion of Greece, when he generally supported the Persians; ancestor of Alexander III.

					Alexander III, “the Great”: Born to Philip II and Olympias in 356, he ascended the throne after his father’s murder in 336. He inherited from his father the most powerful army in the world, along with a plan to use it in an invasion of Asia. His conquests ultimately far surpassed anything his father had dreamed. From 334 to 326, Alexander conquered all the territories that had comprised the Persian Empire, moving as far east as the Indus river system before his mutinous troops called a halt. He returned westward as far as Babylon but fell ill and died there in June 323, aged thirty-two. His failure to plan for a succession led to the breakup of his empire and a long period of warfare among his generals.

					Alexander of Pherae: A tyrant who took power in Thessaly in the 360s, the nephew of Jason of Pherae. Like his uncle, he used mercenary troops to dominate the Thessalians but also terrorized them with cruel abuses.

					Ammon: Egyptian deity generally identified with Zeus. Alexander III consulted the oracle of Ammon in Egypt in 331 and claimed, possibly out of sincere belief, that he was descended from the god.

					Amphipolis: City in Thrace in northern Greece that was of strategic importance because it guarded access by river to major sources of timber (for shipbuilding) and precious metals. Originally settled by Thracians, it was made a colony of Athens in 437, but was lost to the Spartans in 424. The historian Thucydides held a command in the area at the time of its loss; he was held accountable and exiled. After this time, Amphipolis maintained its independence until Philip of Macedon (Alexander’s father) took it in 357.

					Antigonus (nicknamed One-eye): Macedonian officer detailed by Alexander the Great to govern conquered Phrygia, starting in 333 BC. He entered the rivalry for Alexander’s realm in 323 and controlled much of Asia for several years, using his son Demetrius as his top general and representative. Battles with Ptolemy and his ally Seleucus ate away at Antigonus’ power and territory. In 301 he was killed at the Battle of Ipsus, in his eighties, after his foes united against him.

					Antipater: Father of Cassander, Alexander’s boyhood friend; appointed by Alexander to govern Macedonia’s European empire while the Asian campaign was under way.

					Archidamus: Spartan king during the first phase of the Peloponnesian War, the so-called Archidamian War (431–421).

					Aristides: Athenian political leader during the early fifth century, nicknamed “the Just” because of his reputation for fair dealing. Aristides’ conservative politics and aristocratic background contrasted sharply with those of the more populist Themistocles, with whom he often clashed and competed.

					Aristotle: Greek philosopher and head of the Peripatetic school, appointed Alexander’s tutor for two years starting near the end of 343.

					Artabanus: Persian noble at the time of Xerxes’ invasion of Greece (480); brother of Darius and uncle of Xerxes; depicted by Herodotus as an elder sage.

					Artaxerxes II: Also known as Artaxerxes Mnemon, king of Persia from 404 to 358. His long reign spanned from the end of the Peloponnesian War through the series of confrontations between Thebes and Sparta. Artaxerxes played arbiter of Greek affairs after the signing of the Peace of Antalcidas in 387.

					Artemisia: Carian queen who ruled Halicarnassus on behalf of the Persians and accompanied Xerxes on his invasion of Greece in 480.

					Aspasia: Milesian woman living at Athens who became the consort of Pericles. Her influence over Pericles was said to have helped spark the Peloponnesian War.

					Assembly: The primary decision-making body of the Athenian democracy. Any citizen could attend its meetings, where speakers addressed the policy choices the city faced and votes were taken. Over time the Assembly took on greater powers, especially after the constitutional reforms of Ephialtes in 462 and 461.

					Attalus: Macedonian noble from the fourth century and son-in-law of Parmenio and uncle of Cleopatra, Philip II’s last wife. Alexander perceived him as an enemy and had him assassinated shortly after coming to power.

					Babylon: Mesopotamian city that became one of the capitals of the Persian Empire after its conquest by Cyrus the Great in the sixth century. Alexander captured it after his victory at Gaugamela in 331 and celebrated the rites of Bel, its chief deity. He returned there in 324 and died there in June 323.

					Bactria: Northeastern province of the Persian Empire encompassing modern northern Afghanistan and southern Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. The strengths of the region in cavalry horses and skilled riders made it an important military asset for the Persians and, later, for Alexander the Great and his Successors.

					Bessus: Satrap of Bactria and fierce foe of Alexander the Great. Bessus led one wing of Darius’ line at Gaugamela in 331 and fled with the king after the Persian defeat in that battle. When Alexander seemed poised to overtake the king’s party, Bessus assassinated Darius and assumed the kingship himself. Bactrian peoples who feared Alexander’s retribution turned Bessus over to the Macedonians, who had him killed in 329.

					Boeotarch: Officer of the Boeotian League, elected for a one-year term. A board of boeotarchs, usually seven in number, directed affairs of the league, a regional hegemony headed by Thebes.

					Boeotia: Region of central Greece dominated by Thebes. The ethnic and cultural unity of the Boeotians made possible their union in the Boeotian League, a regional federation that existed at various points in the fifth and fourth centuries.

					Boulē: The executive board at Athens that supervised the agenda and schedule of the Assembly. At first four hundred in number, the Boulē was expanded to five hundred in the fifth century, and its powers increased as Athens’s constitution evolved.

					Cassander: Son of the Macedonian general Antipater and, after his marriage to Alexander the Great’s half-sister Thessalonicē, self-proclaimed ruler of Macedonia. Cassander established control over Athens in 317, with the help of a Piraeus garrison on the hill of Munychia. Demetrius the Besieger took over the hill in 307 and evicted Cassander’s forces.

					Chaeronea: City in Boeotia, the site of a battle that in 338 ended an attempt by Thebes and Athens to prevent Philip II from dominating mainland Greece. Alexander led the decisive cavalry charge that smashed the Theban infantry and defeated the Sacred Band.

					Chersonese: Long peninsula in the eastern Aegean, modern Gallipoli; largely dominated by Athens starting in the mid-sixth century; ruled by Miltiades (the younger) before his escape to Athens.

					Chios: Eastern Aegean island that remained loyal to Athens until 413, after which it resisted Athens until the end of the war. Chios was one of very few members of the Delian League that retained its own fleet.

					Cimon: Athenian political and military leader who came to prominence after the Persian wars (470s and 460s). Cimon took the lead role in foreign policy after Themistocles fell from grace and advocated a more friendly and collaborative stance toward Sparta. Cimon in turn fell from favor after the Spartans revealed their mistrust of Athens at Mount Ithome.

					Clearchus: Spartan mercenary captain who led a large segment of the Ten Thousand, the Greek hoplite army assembled by Cyrus the Younger in 401 BC. Xenophon, who served in that army, praised him as a uniquely capable commander. He was imprisoned by the Persians after a treacherous arrest and later executed.

					Cleisthenes: Alcmaeonid politician who spearheaded a democratic reform of the Athenian constitution in 508.

					Cleombrotus: Spartan king of the early fourth century, killed in the Battle of Leuctra.

					Cleon: Athenian politician and demagogue who rose to power after the death of Pericles. He was responsible for the brilliant Athenian success at Sphacteria in 425 but was killed soon afterward at the Battle of Amphipolis.

					Cleopatra: (1) Last wife of Philip II of Macedon and mother of his son Caranus, whom some viewed as a rival to Alexander for the Macedonian throne; killed after Philip’s death. (2) Daughter of Philip and Olympias and sister of Alexander, whose wedding festivities in 336 were the occasion of her father’s murder.

					Coenus: High-ranking officer under Alexander who led a decisive cavalry movement at the Battle of the Hydaspes. In the Hyphasis mutiny of 325 he served as spokesman for the troops who did not want to proceed farther eastward. He died of disease shortly thereafter.

					Companions: Alexander’s trusted inner circle of advisers and friends, consisting of fewer than a hundred Macedonian nobles.

					Corinth: Greek city located near the isthmus where the Peloponnese joins mainland Greece.

					Craterus: A revered officer in Alexander’s army who executed many crucial commissions for Alexander, serving virtually as second-in-command after Parmenio’s death. Appointed to lead the veterans homeward from Opis and assume command of the home front from Antipater (323), he played a crucial role in the Lamian War and died in battle in 321.

					Critias: Leading member of the Thirty, the oligarchic regime installed at Athens by Sparta in 404 BC. A former student of Socrates, Critias became infamous for his abuses of power.

					Croesus: King of Lydia, a Hellenized but non-Greek realm in western Anatolia, in the mid sixth century BC and a major figure in Herodotus’ Histories. He provoked war with Cyrus the Great of Persia around 560 BC and was captured, perhaps killed, in a Persian invasion of his capital city, Sardis. The Greeks mythologized his fall from power, as seen not only in Herodotus’ work but on a vase painting of the late sixth century and in an ode by Bacchylides.

					Cunaxa: Site near Babylon where Cyrus the Younger fought his brother, Artaxerxes, using the force of Greek mercenaries called the Ten Thousand. Cyrus was killed in that battle (401 BC).

					Cyrus the Great: Founder of the Persian Empire in the mid-sixth century and subject of the second half of Herodotus’ first book (as well as The Education of Cyrus of Xenophon). Cyrus’ tomb at Pasargadae, ransacked by looters, was restored by Alexander the Great in 324.

					Cyrus the Younger: Brother of the Persian king Artaxerxes II and satrap of Lydia in the late fifth century. He aided Sparta in the late stages of the Peloponnesian War, then attempted to overthrow his brother, Artaxerxes II, in 401. His hired Greek soldiers included Xenophon, Clearchus, and the army of the Ten Thousand. His death at the Battle of Cunaxa, near Babylon, left the Greek army stranded in Persian territory.

					Darius I: King of Persia from 522 to 486. Under his leadership, Persia expanded westward into Europe, first with a crossing of the Bosporus to attack the Scythians (c. 513), later with two attempted invasions of Greece, one assigned to Mardonius (492), the other to Datis and Artaphernes (490). Both were unsuccessful, and the task of conquering Greece was left to Darius’ son and successor Xerxes.

					Darius II: King of Persia during much of the Peloponnesian War, in which he supported the Spartans. He reigned from 423 to 405.

					Darius III: King of Persia starting in 336, the same year Alexander came to the throne; portrayed by ancient sources (perhaps unfairly) as a bungler who ran from battle and lost the engagements with Alexander at Issus and Gaugamela. Assassinated in exile by a group of usurpers led by Bessus, Darius was given burial with full royal honors by Alexander.

					Datis: Persian general and a leader in the invasion of Greece culminating in the Battle of Marathon (490).

					Decelea: Area of the Attic countryside fortified and used as a year-round base by Sparta, at the urging of Alcibiades, starting in 413. With a permanent presence at Decelea, Sparta was able to deny the Athenians the use of much of their agricultural land and also draw off escaped slaves and deserters.

					Delian League: Alliance of Greek city-states led by Athens, formed in 477 as a counterweight to Persian power after the Greek victories at Salamis and Plataea. Though it began as a strictly cooperative venture, the league became dominated by Athens to a degree that effectively made it an Athenian empire.

					Delos: Sacred Greek island at the center of the Cycladic islands, supposedly Apollo’s birthplace. Delos was from 477 to 454 the repository of funds collected by Athens for common defense of the Aegean; the contributing states were therefore known as the Delian League (q.v.).

					Delphi: Greek oracular shrine where the priestess of Apollo, known as the Pythia (q.v.), answered questions posed by visitors. Thanks to the offerings by those seeking the oracle’s favor (Croesus in particular), and to the tithes of wartime plunder offered by victorious powers, Delphi accrued enormous wealth, most of which was squandered after the Phocians took over the shrine in the 350s and 340s.

					Demades: Athenian politician of the late fourth century; an advocate of collaboration with Alexander and the Macedonians.

					Demetrius (nicknamed the Besieger): Son and successor of Antigonus One-eye, on whose behalf he fought numerous battles with Ptolemy, Lysimachus, and Seleucus. Together with his father he took a royal crown in 306 BC, signifying his family’s ambition to control most or all of Alexander’s realm. His rivals teamed up against him, though, and defeated him at the Battle of Ipsus (301), killing his father and ending his Asian dominion. He established himself in Athens and later in Macedonia but continued to press his claims on Asia, leading to his capture by Seleucus.

					Demetrius of Phaleron: An Athenian orator and philosopher, appointed to rule Athens in 317 as the puppet of Cassander. He was exiled in 307 when Demetrius the Besieger took control of Athens and expelled Cassander’s garrison.

					Demosthenes (son of Alcisthenes): Athenian general during the Peloponnesian War. His initiative at Pylos allowed the Athenians to capture nearly three hundred Spartan prisoners at Pylos. He arrived at Syracuse in 413 BC, with another general (Eurymedon), in command of several thousand reinforcements. He led the assault on Epipolae that failed terribly and led to the defeat of the entire expeditionary force. During a forced retreat he surrendered to the Syracusans along with his portion of the force and was later executed.

					Demosthenes (son of Demosthenes): Leading Athenian orator and politician in the third quarter of the fourth century. Led the opposition to Philip II’s expansion, and then, after Philip’s death, worked quietly behind the scenes to oppose Alexander. After the defeat of Athens in the Lamian War, he was exiled and hunted as an enemy of Macedonia; he killed himself in 322.

					Epaminondas: Theban general who led the military and political resurgence of Thebes in the 370s and 360s. His brilliant tactics, and the newly constituted infantry forces he had helped train (together with his co-leader Pelopidas), enabled Thebes to defeat Sparta at the Battle of Leuctra (371), drive deep into Spartan territory, and liberate the enslaved Messenians.

					Ephialtes: Athenian political leader who, together with Pericles, introduced a set of radical democratic constitutional reforms in 462 and 461. Ephialtes was killed shortly thereafter, evidently by conservative opponents.

					Epipolae: Strategic height overlooking Syracuse, site of the night battle that turned the tide against the Athenians in 413.

					Euboea: Long island off the north coast of Attica. Athenian military and economic strategy depended on retaining control over Euboea.

					Gedrosia: Desert region spanning the coast of modern Pakistan and eastern Iran. Alexander marched his army through this land on his return from India in 325, at huge cost.

					Gylippus: Spartan general sent by Sparta to organize the Syracusan resistance to Athens in 414 BC. His arrival turned the tide of battle against the Athenians. He received the surrender of Nicias and his troops to end the Athenian campaign.

					Harpalus: Boyhood friend of Alexander who was appointed to the important post of royal treasurer on the Asian campaign. He defected and fled to Greece in 333 but was welcomed back by Alexander and granted amnesty. During the satrapal purge of 324 he again decamped from Babylon, where he had been spending lavishly out of purloined funds, and tried, unsuccessfully, to stir up a revolt against Alexander in Greece. Exiled from Athens, he was murdered by an associate on Crete in 323.

					Hellespont: Modern strait of Dardanelles and surrounding region, used as a crossing point between Europe and Asia, first by Xerxes marching his armies toward Greece in 480, then by Alexander in 334 leading his forces in the opposite direction.

					Hephaestion: Macedonian officer and intimate friend from childhood of Alexander the Great. Hephaestion accompanied Alexander throughout the Asian campaign of 334–323 and died in its final year, apparently of illness. Alexander’s grief over Hephaestion’s death was extreme; a pyre constructed in his honor was said to have cost ten thousand talents, a huge sum.

					Heracles: Son of Zeus by Alcmene, a mortal; by legend, an ancestor of Alexander as well as the kings of Sparta. The mythic labors of Heracles (called Hercules by the Romans) were echoed in Athenian legends about Theseus, and Heracles was thought to have befriended and helped Theseus on numerous occasions.

					Herodotus: Greek historian of the mid-fifth century, originally from Halicarnassus in Asia Minor. His work, today known as the Histories, gives an account of the Persian Empire from about 560 to 479, focusing on its conflicts with the Greeks.

					Hoplites: Heavy-armed infantry who formed the backbone of Greek armies during the Classical Age. As they were expected to pay for their own armor, hoplites, in most cases, were moderately well-off citizens.

					Hyperides: Athenian orator and politician known for his opposition to Macedonian power in the era of Philip and Alexander the Great. After teaming with Demosthenes in support of the failed 322 Athenian revolt from Macedon, Hyperides fled Athens but was arrested and executed by agents of Antipater.

					India: To the Greeks, an indistinct realm of unknown extent, east of the Hindu Kush mountain range. Herodotus considered it a wealthy region where much gold was harvested; other authors wrote of its wonders, monsters, and bizarre races of humankind. Alexander the Great invaded it in 327 BC and, after defeating Porus, swept down through the Indus valley in a campaign that inflicted huge casualties. Soon thereafter, Chandragupta reclaimed the region for an indigenous dynasty, the Mauryas.

					Ionia: A term usually used to refer to the Greek-populated coast of Asia Minor. The uprising of the Greek cities on that coast in 499 is known as the Ionian Revolt.

					Jason of Pherae: A tyrant who rose to power in eastern Thessaly in the 370s, with the help of a mercenary army paid for by inherited wealth. Xenophon considered him the foremost man of that era. After attaining to the tageia, or unified command, of all Thessaly, he seemed poised for great enterprises, but assassins cut him down in 370.

					The King’s Peace (or Peace of Antalcidas): The first Greek attempt at a Common Peace, a security framework governing all mainland states. It was arranged by Artaxerxes, Great King of Persia, in 387 and sworn at Sparta by most of the Greeks the following year. It guaranteed autonomy to all signatories and banned attempts at coercion or unilateral use of force. The Spartans used it as a pretext to break up the leagues of other Greek states and to undermine their foes.

					Lacedaemon: Southeastern region of the Peloponnese, centered on and politically dominated by Sparta. “Lacedaemonians” is the normal Greek term for the nation commonly (though less precisely) called Spartans (since in fact most of the “Spartan” army was composed of people not living in Sparta itself).

					Lamachus: Athenian general, one of three who were given shared command of the Sicilian expedition, with Nicias and Alcibiades, in 415. Seemingly the most capable of the three, he was killed in battle in 414.

					Lamia: A famously desirable Athenian courtesan of the late fourth century, with whom Demetrius the Besieger carried on a public love affair that scandalized Athens.

					Leonidas: Spartan king who led the famous three hundred Spartans at Thermopylae, in a futile attempt to prevent the Persian penetration of central Greece. He died in the pass with nearly all the rest of the three hundred (480 BC).

					Lesbos: The largest of the islands off the coast of Asia Minor. Its main city is Mytilene. In the second half of the fifth century it was one of the only states in the Athenian Empire that retained its own navy and thus a degree of autonomy.

					Lycurgus: Legendary Spartan lawgiver, credited with the constitutional reforms that produced Sparta’s uniquely closed and militarized society. If he in fact existed, Lycurgus can best be dated to the eighth century.

					Lydia: Non-Greek kingdom in western Anatolia; imperial master of various Ionian Greek cities starting in the mid sixth century. Croesus brought it to a new level of power and wealth in the early sixth century.

					Lysander: Spartan admiral during the last phase of the Peloponnesian War (late fifth century), victor at the Battle of Aegospotami and arbiter of the terms of Athenian surrender. Lysander attained power not through royal birth but through the patronage of King Agesilaus, reportedly his former lover.

					Lysimachus: One of Alexander the Great’s high-ranking officers and, after Alexander’s death, a rival for portions of his empire. Based in Thrace, Lysimachus sided with Ptolemy and Seleucus to limit the ambitions of Antigonus One-eye and his son Demetrius, though neither of his allies trusted him. He took part in the victory over Antigonus in the Battle of Ipsus (301 BC).

					Macedonia: Hellenic or Hellenized kingdom situated in the north of mainland Greece.

					Malli: An Indian people usually identified with the Malavas mentioned in Sanskrit literature. Their fierce resistance to Alexander during his trip down the Indus in 325 resulted in much bloody fighting, including one siege in which Alexander, trapped almost alone within a town’s walls, was badly wounded by an arrow in the chest.

					Marathon: Coastal plain about twenty-five miles northeast of the city of Athens; site of the battle in 490 in which Athenian troops defeated the invading Persians.

					Mardonius: Persian noble who commanded the land army of Darius in the invasion of Xerxes (480–479).

					Medes: An Asian people who became powerful starting in the seventh century, participating in the defeat of the Assyrians at Nineveh in 612, thereafter masters of the northern and eastern segments of the Assyrian empire; subjugated by the Persians in 550, they became integrated into Persian society to the extent that Greek authors often call the Persians “Medes.”

					Megara: City located between Athens and Corinth and a member of the Peloponnesian League. The Megarian Decree of the Athenians barred Megara from commerce with Athens and its empire and was one of the causes of the Peloponnesian War.

					Melos: Small island in the central Aegean, founded by colonists from Sparta but neutral in the Peloponnesian War until Athens required it to join its empire. The so-called Melian dialogue of Thucydides is set on the island.

					Messenians: Inhabitants of Messenia, the district of the Peloponnesus west of Sparta. Conquered by Sparta in the eighth and seventh centuries, most of the Messenians were forced to work their own land for Spartan landlords. Something between serfs and sharecroppers, they were known as helots.

					Miletus: Ionian Greek city located on the coast of Asia Minor; intellectual and economic capital of the Asian Greeks prior to its destruction by Persia in 494.

					Miltiades (the Younger): Athenian nobleman who ruled the Chersonese peninsula on behalf of Athens in the late sixth and early fifth centuries; escaped Persian pursuit and arrived at Athens in time to serve as one of ten generals at the Battle of Marathon. His son Cimon became an important Athenian leader.

					Mytilene: Principal city of Lesbos and the center of a revolt from the Athenian Empire in 428 BC.

					Nicias: Athenian politician and general. He helped negotiate the peace treaty of 421 between Athens and Sparta that bears his name. Opposed to the expedition against Sicily, he was nevertheless made one of its three commanders in 415, becoming principal commander after the defection of Alcibiades.

					Olympias: Philip II’s fourth or fifth wife, a princess of the kingdom of Epirus east of Macedonia and mother of Alexander the Great. She vied for control of Macedon after Alexander’s death and gained it for a time but was overthrown and killed by Cassander in 316.

					Ostracism: Ten-year banishment and disenfranchisement inflicted occasionally on a leading Athenian by popular referendum. Themistocles and Cimon were both removed from power by this method.

					Parmenio: Senior Macedonian general and right-hand man to both Philip and Alexander until 331, when Alexander posted him to a lesser command in Media; murdered in 330 on Alexander’s orders after his son Philotas had been executed.

					Pausanias: Spartan regent and general during the Persian invasion of 480. He led the Spartan forces that defeated the army of Mardonius in 479 at Plataea. Later he was accused of colluding with Persia and died resisting arrest by Spartan authorities.

					Pelopidas: Theban political and military leader who teamed up with Epaminondas to lead Thebes in its brief sojourn as superpower of Greece. Pelopidas helped defeat the Spartans on several occasions starting in 379 and tangled with Alexander of Pherae, a Thessalian tyrant. He died in a heated charge against Alexander in 364 BC.

					Peloponnese: Peninsula comprising the southern portion of mainland Greece, dominated militarily and politically by Sparta with the exception of Argos, an independent democracy.

					Peloponnesian War: The name conventionally given to the war between Spartan and Athenian coalitions, lasting from 431 to 404 (with a partial hiatus from 421 to 415). It should be understood as “the war against the Peloponnesian states,” the point of view being that of the Athenians.

					Pericles: Leader of Athens during the period of its greatest expansion and most explosive cultural developments. After coming to prominence in 462 as a supporter of Ephialtes, Pericles assumed leadership of the democratic political wing after Ephialtes’ death. Athens looked to Pericles to set policies toward Sparta that were uncompromising enough to provoke war in 431. Pericles died of illness in the second year of the war.

					Persepolis: One of several capital cities of the Persian Empire, site of magnificent palaces built under Darius I and Xerxes. The central palace of the complex was destroyed by fire while occupied by Alexander’s forces in 331.

					Persians: An Iranian people who seized power from their kinsmen, the Medes, in the mid-sixth century. Under the so-called Achaemenid dynasty established by Cyrus the Great, the Persians built an immense empire, which by 500 encompassed all of Asia from Turkey to the Indus River, Egypt and North Africa, and parts of eastern Europe. Their attempts to conquer Greece in 490 and 480 were unsuccessful, however. By the fourth century their empire was thought to be in decline, tempting Agesilaus of Sparta to lead a partly successful invasion in 396; later Alexander succeeded in capturing the entire empire and ending the Achaemenid dynasty.

					Phalanx: Rank-and-file formation of infantry soldiers designed to present a solid wall of weaponry to an opponent in battle. Devised by the Greeks, perhaps in the ninth century, the phalanx was radically altered in the fourth century, first by Thebes, which experimented with its size and configuration, and then by Macedonia, which armed its soldiers with long sarissas (lances) and small shoulder-hung shields.

					Phila: Eldest daughter of Antipater, wed first to Craterus and later to Demetrius the Besieger (though she was much older than he). She stayed loyal to Demetrius despite his many infidelities and reportedly committed suicide when his prospects began to fade.

					Philip II (or Philip of Macedon): Born in 382, he assumed the Macedonian throne in 359. A gifted leader, diplomat, and military strategist, Philip transformed his country from a weak provincial backwater to superpower status in two decades. Philip was assassinated by a junior officer in 336, two years after his victory over Athens and Thebes at Chaeronea, and was succeeded by his son Alexander III, “the Great.”

					Philotas: Son of Parmenio and senior officer in Alexander’s army, executed for treason in Bactria in 330 following his failure to report a conspiracy against Alexander’s life.

					Phocion: Athenian general and statesman whose life spanned most of the fourth century. A famous moderate with regard to policy toward Macedon, Phocion was appointed one of two puppet leaders of the government imposed on Athens by Antipater in 322.

					Phoebidas: Spartan general of the early fourth century who led an unprovoked attack on the Theban stronghold called the Cadmeia. By seizing this fort, Phoebidas and his Spartan troops gained control over Thebes, until they were overthrown in a revolt led by Pelopidas and others.

					Phoenicians: Seafaring people inhabiting the cities of the Levantine coast (principally Tyre, Sidon, and Gaza) as well as parts of North Africa and the western Mediterranean. Phoenicians served the principal naval arm of the Persian Empire, but did so without great loyalty to Persia; many deserted to Alexander’s side during the early phase of the Asian campaign.

					Piraeus: Port system on the west coast of Attica; after 493, the harbor serving Athens.

					Pisistratus: Tyrant of Athens starting around 560, after the reforms of Solon had failed to resolve class conflicts. Ejected and returned to power numerous times, he died in 527, leaving power to his sons.

					Plataea: Greek city on the border between Attica and Boeotia.

					Plutarch: Greek essayist and biographer of the late first and early second centuries AD who composed Parallel Lives of the Greeks and Romans as well as many short ethical treatises, dialogues, and speeches collectively known as the Moralia.

					Pnyx: Hill in Athens on which the Athenian Assembly met.

					Porus: Indian ruler of territories between the Hydaspes and Acesines rivers; Alexander’s last great opponent, defeated in 326 at the Battle of the Hydaspes.

					Ptolemy, son of Lagus: Boyhood friend of Alexander and member of the Companions, he held various minor commands during the Asian campaigns. After Alexander’s death he established himself as ruler of Egypt, where he was crowned king in 305 and ruled as Ptolemy Soter (“Savior”). His battles with Demetrius and Antigonus eroded the power of their dynasty, though his defeat in the Battle of Gaza (306) was a severe setback. He participated in the Battle of Ipsus (301) on the winning side and died in old age in 283. His dynasty controlled Egypt for centuries.

					Pythia, the: Greek term for the priestess through whose mouth the oracular responses were given at Delphi (q.v.).

					Roxane: Iranian princess, daughter of Oxyartes (ruler of the so-called Sogdian Rock, a formidable stronghold). Alexander married her in 327, and she bore him a son, Alexander IV, after his father’s death in 323. Cassander had both Roxane and her son killed in 310 or 309.

					Sacred Band: Elite infantry corps created at Thebes in the 370s, finally destroyed by the Macedonians at the Battle of Chaeronea in 338. The band consisted of 150 male homosexual couples, on the theory, propounded in Plato’s Republic, that men would fight more vigorously if their lovers were fighting beside them.

					Salamis: Island in the gulf offshore from Attica, site of the sea battle in which the Greek navy defeated the navy of the invading Persians in 480.

					Samos: Island off the coast of Asia Minor not far from Miletus. A strong member of the Delian League, Samos tried to quit in 440 but was brought to heel by Pericles. In the second phase of the war, after 412, Samos became a major Athenian naval base.

					Seleucus: A midlevel officer under Alexander the Great, he established himself in Babylon after Alexander’s death but was forced out by Antigonus. With the help of Ptolemy he retook Babylon in 312 and began a long struggle with Antigonus and his son Demetrius. He helped defeat those two at the Battle of Ipsus in 301, bringing to bear a war corps of elephants he had acquired from the Maurya dynasty in India. He later married a daughter of Demetrius, but the alliance was an uneasy one, and Demetrius ended up his prisoner. His dynasty, the Seleucids, controlled much of Asia for more than two centuries.

					Sogdiana: One of the two “upper satrapies” of the Persian Empire (along with Bactria). Both were subdued by Alexander the Great in the years 330–327, at considerable cost.

					Solon: Athenian moralist and poet whose political role commenced (probably) in 594, when he was empowered to alter the constitution of Athens to address strife between rich and poor. He carved out a famously moderate path between the two factions, hoping Athens might avoid a tyranny (often the result of class strife). He traveled abroad after instituting these changes, though whether he visited Croesus in Lydia, as Herodotus represents, is doubtful. He lived long enough to see the tyranny he dreaded come into being, under Pisistratus in 561.

					Sparta: Leading Greek city in the Peloponnese and for centuries (until the rise of Athens) the military superpower of the Greek world. Its constitution preserved a monarchy (actually a diarchy, with two kings sharing rule) until well past the time when other Greek cities had rejected that institution. A system of military training and strict social discipline, the agōgē, was ascribed by Spartans to an early leader they called Lycurgus.

					Sphacteria: Tiny island offshore of Pylos on the west coast of the Peloponnese, site of a Spartan defeat in 425 that resulted in a large contingent of prisoners being brought to Athens.

					Sphodrias: Spartan general of the fourth century who led a failed raid on the Athenian port at Piraeus.

					Stratēgos: “General,” a military officer elected annually at Athens by a vote in the Assembly. Ten generals served at any one time, sometimes acting together as a board, other times leading separate expeditions or assignments. Because the stratēgoi were chosen from among the leading citizens, they also exercised great influence in the Assembly and other political bodies.

					Susa: One of the imperial capitals of Persia, and the only one known to Greek writers of the fifth century (Herodotus and Aeschylus). It was captured, with its vast wealth, by Alexander in 331.

					Syracuse: Colony of Corinth and the most powerful of the Greek cities on the island of Sicily. By the 420s it had begun to threaten other Sicilian cities including allies of Athens, Leontini and Egesta among them. It became the main target of Athens’s ill-fated expedition of 415–413, a campaign recounted in remarkable detail by Thucydides (books 6 and 7).

					Thebes: Principal city of Boeotia and head of the Boeotian League. Though allied with Sparta in the Peloponnesian War, Thebes changed allegiance and leaned toward Athens in the postwar period. Thebes became the superpower of the Greek world in the 370s and 360s, thanks to the military innovations of Epaminondas and the generalship of Pelopidas. After teaming up with Athens in a last-ditch effort to stop Philip II of Macedon, Thebes was defeated by Philip II at the Battle of Chaeronea and thereafter secured by a Macedonian garrison. Finally Thebes was destroyed by Alexander the Great to quell a revolt in 335.

					Themistocles: Athenian statesman in the early fifth century who charted the course that led to Athens becoming a naval power. Themistocles led the Athenian contingent of the Greek fleet at Salamis and engineered the Greek victory there almost single-handedly. Despite this victory, Themistocles later fell into disfavor at Athens, was ostracized, and fled to Asia, where he became a satrap of the Persian Empire.

					Theramenes: Athenian moderate politician and military leader, nicknamed Cothurnus after a kind of shoe that could fit either foot (from his habit of switching sides).

					Thermopylae: Narrow pass leading into central Greece from the north. In a battle in 480, a small Greek force, led by Leonidas and three hundred Spartans, defended the pass of Thermopylae against the invading Persian army. After a Greek guide revealed to the Persians a way around to the rear of the pass, the Spartans were trapped and entirely destroyed.

					The Ten Thousand: A mercenary army gathered by Cyrus the Younger in 401, as his principal means of unseating his brother, Artaxerxes II. The force included Xenophon, serving at first as a common soldier but later as commander after the entire leadership was wiped out by the Persians. After enduring a difficult march through Media and Armenia in harsh winter weather, most of the corps made it back to the Black Sea and regions settled by Greeks.

					The Thirty: Oligarchs put in power at Athens by Sparta following Sparta’s victory in the Peloponnesian War.

					Thirty Years’ Peace: Treaty that kept a kind of peace between the Athenians and the Lacedaemonians and their respective allies from 446/5 to 432/1 (approximately fourteen years), when the Spartans voted to go to war.

					Thrace: Tribal region to the northwest of Macedonia, stretching across the northern Aegean to the Danube. Athens had strong strategic interest in Thrace and curried favor with its monarchs. Later the Thracians were subdued by Philip of Macedon and contributed a cavalry contingent to the Macedonian army.

					Thucydides: Athenian general and historian of the late fifth century, born about 460, exiled from Athens in 424 for a military lapse that led to the loss of Amphipolis from the Athenian Empire. His historical narrative The Peloponnesian War, partly or wholly written while in exile, covers the period 432–411 in remarkable detail. The date of his death is not known, but he certainly lived to see the defeat of Athens in 404.

					Trireme: Large Greek warship of the Classical period. A trireme carried a crew of two hundred, of which most were rowers, plus a few hoplites and officers. Triremes fought either by ramming each other at high speed or by placing themselves close enough to other vessels that the hoplites on board could fire off javelins, arrows, or slings.

					Xenophon: Athenian general, mercenary captain, historian, and essayist of the late fifth and early fourth centuries. In his late twenties he took part in the campaign of the Ten Thousand and was elected one of the army’s leaders following the arrest of its general staff. He got most of the Ten Thousand home after a grueling march, later described in his work Anabasis. A confirmed Spartophile who was exiled by his native Athens, Xenophon served under Agesilaus in the 390s, then retired to an estate in the western Peloponnese, where most of his works were written. His Agesilaus and Hellenica are valuable but deeply flawed records of the times in which he lived. He returned to Athens before his death in the 350s.

					Xerxes: Persian king from 486 to 465. He commanded the great land-and-sea invasion of Greece in 480, resulting in the sacking of Athens and the terrible defeats at Salamis and Plataea. Herodotus portrays him as an unsteady and distracted ruler prone to being manipulated by his advisers.
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			Herodotus

			(c. 485–c. 425 bc)

			As Homer was to poetry, so Herodotus was to history: a writer of enormous scope and vision who, working from small, discrete stories largely circulated by word of mouth, created a monumental work unlike anything before it. And just as with Homer, Herodotus seemed, to later readers, to be a darling of the Muses: After his death the nine books into which his work was divided were given the names of the nine Muses, as though they had taken shape from divine inspiration.

			For lack of any title or genre label to describe his creation, Herodotus introduced it to his audience with his declarative opening words: “This is the display of the historiē of Herodotus of Halicarnassus.” The Greek word historiē meant “inquiry” at the time Herodotus deployed it, but because of its prominence in his opening sentence, it took on new layers of meaning. Within a century, Aristotle would use it to mean “a written account of the past.” Thus was the word “history,” in the sense we give it today, created, at the same moment as the genre itself.

			Though he is today called a historian, Herodotus was much more than that. His work focuses on the wars between the Greek world and a vast Persian empire that stretched from the Aegean to what is now Pakistan and included Egypt as well. Those conflicts began in earnest in 499 BC, but Herodotus casts his eye further back in time, only reaching the start of hostilities at about the midpoint of his work. He has much else to discuss: the origins of great Asian monarchies and Greek tyrannies; the customs of various non-Greek peoples, especially the Egyptians, builders of an immensely old and complex civilization; the geography of the oikoumenē or “inhabited world,” the span of the earth known from human report; and above all the influence of the divine on human life, whether through dreams, oracles, natural phenomena, or the strange freaks of chance that we might chalk up to blind luck but which the Greeks always linked to the gods.

			The main story line of Herodotus’ work, the Persian Wars as we call them, serves as a connecting thread on which many tales are hung, the units Herodotus calls logoi (“stories,” “accounts,” “discussions”). Some of these larger logoi contain smaller ones within them, as for example the logos of Croesus, king of Lydia, spanning the first half of book 1. To put this monarch in his proper historical context, Herodotus first describes how his great-great-grandfather Gyges established his dynasty by seizing the Lydian throne, and how each successive king expanded Lydian power. Then comes a dialogue between Croesus and Solon, an Athenian wise man, and, as a result of the arrogance Croesus there displayed, a family drama involving the king’s ill-fated son. Only at this point, halfway into the Croesus logos, do we reach Lydia’s attack on Persia, and the connection to our major theme—the rise and fall of the Persian Empire—begins to emerge.

			This loose, digressive structure defies our expectations for linear narrative. We seem to be in a “web” of stories, hitting “hyperlinks” everywhere that take us in new directions. In book 2 we veer off the main path to explore Egypt, a land thick with marvels, in enormous depth. Yet the main thrust of the work is always discernible: Egypt matters because the Persians conquered it in the 520s BC, another stage in their relentless growth. The same imperial drive will take us later to India, Arabia, Scythia, Thrace, indeed nearly every part of the world known to the Greeks. For each new region that falls to the Persian advance, Herodotus tells us all he knows about the people and their customs and notes any “wonders” of which he has heard. His work is thus a compendium of geography and anthropology as much as a narrative history.

			There are other ways in which Herodotus does not behave as a historian “should.” He repeats stories that he himself disbelieves, simply because they are going around—“to tell what is told” is a goal he at one point claims for himself. He puts speeches and dialogues in the mouths of historical actors, even at points where he cannot possibly have known what was said. He attributes events of global importance—a massive invasion, say, of one nation by another—to the personal or whimsical motives of an individual, not to the broader geopolitical factors we might look for today. For this reason he often seems to be writing something closer to myth than history, employing the same kind of thinking by which the Trojan War was traced to one man’s abduction of one woman—Helen, the wife of Menelaus.

			Yet Herodotus also recognizes a boundary between myth and history, and in his opening paragraphs he places himself squarely on the historical side. He declines to discuss the Trojan War, or other early accounts of East-West conflict, but moves to a starting point with “the man who I myself know was the first to begin unjust deeds against the Greeks”—namely, Croesus. The stress on personal knowledge—“I myself”—is important. Herodotus lived well after Croesus had died, but he could talk to his grandfather, perhaps even his father, about the fall of the Lydian king. Nearly all the events of the Histories could be attested by eyewitnesses or by those who had talked with eyewitnesses in an older generation—that is, Herodotus heard them either at first or at second hand. He could himself assess the reliability of his informants, sorting out which ones to trust and what motives each one had for distorting the record. He could make an “inquiry,” the starting point of historical writing in the Greek world.

			But Herodotus does not always stick to his own methodology. He sometimes accepts reports that can’t be inquired into or expresses belief in things that can’t be seen. When he speaks of the Hyperboreans—a legendary arctic race thought to dwell “beyond the North Wind”—he says that if such people exist, then there must be men beyond the South Wind too. So also in matters of religion: In cases where some thought the gods were at work but others looked to human or natural causes, Herodotus tended to side with the believers. When the question arises, at the court of Xerxes, whether dreams come from the divine or simply from our own minds, an experiment proves that they do have a divine source (see beginning on this page below). Perhaps more important than this pious conclusion, however, is the fact that Herodotus allows the question to be raised, and the experiment to be made, in the first place.

			Even the gods can be interrogated in the world into which Herodotus ushers us. Croesus, whose logos comes first in the Histories, serves as a model in this respect as in so many others. When his fate seems to run counter to what the oracles had foretold, Croesus is given leave to ask Apollo to account for the gap and for the god’s seeming abandonment of a generous worshipper. Remarkably, Apollo answers—not in verse, as an oracle normally would, but in plain prose, Herodotus’ own medium. The reply satisfies Croesus, and Herodotus expects it will also satisfy us. Historical events can in the end be explained, even when the gods, and other mysterious forces, help steer them to their resolution.
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				Translated by Samuel Shirley and James Romm

				A. HERODOTUS’ INTRODUCTION

				[1.1] This is the display of the inquiry of Herodotus of Halicarnassus, done so that human events may not become faded with time, and so that great and wondrous achievements, some put forward by Greeks and others by non-Greeks, may not lose their measure of fame. I include other things and the reason why they made war on one another.

				[1.5.3] I’ll go forward in my account by pointing out the man who I myself know was the first to begin unjust deeds against the Greeks. I’ll recount equally the small and the great cities where men dwell, for many that were great long ago have since become small, and those that were great in my time were small before. I’ll pay equal attention to both, since I know that human prosperity never stays long in the same place.

			

			
				B. THE RISE AND FALL OF CROESUS, KING OF LYDIA (MID-SIXTH CENTURY BC) (HISTORIES 1.6–94)

				[1.6] Croesus, king of Lydia, reigned over the peoples west of the river Halys, which flows from the south between the Syrians and the Paphlagonians and runs northward into the Black Sea.[*1] He was the first foreigner, as far as we know, to have contact with the Greeks, subjugating some by forcing payment of tribute and forming friendships with others. He subjugated the Ionians, Aeolians, and Dorians who dwell on the Asian seaboard and made a treaty of friendship with the Spartans.[*2] Before the time of Croesus’ reign, all the Greeks were free.

				[1.7] Now sovereignty over Lydia had once belonged to the descendants of Heracles, and I shall describe how it came to pass into the hands of the Mermnads, the ancestors of Croesus. The Heraclids[*3] had held power for twenty-two generations, or 505 years, each son succeeding his father in turn, until the throne came down to Candaules, son of Myrsus.

				[1.8] This Candaules was utterly devoted to his wife, whom he considered to be by far the most beautiful woman on earth. Among his body-guard was a man named Gyges, who was the king’s particular confidant, and Candaules not only discussed state matters with this man but expounded to him many praises of his wife’s beauty. One day the king, who was destined to come to a bad end, spoke to Gyges thus: “Gyges, I am not sure that you fully believe me when I speak of my wife’s beauty. Well then, since a man is inclined to trust his eyes more than his ears, I will arrange for you to see her naked.” Gyges gave a cry of horror. “Master,” he said, “what a shocking idea. Do you bid me look on my queen when she is naked? When a woman puts off her clothes, she puts off her modesty. We should obey the rules of morality devised for mankind ages ago, and one of these rules requires us to look only on what is our own. I am convinced that she is the fairest of women, and I beg you not to ask me to do what is wrong.”

				[1.9] Thus did he try to resist the king, dreading what harm might ensue for himself. But the king replied: “Be of good cheer, Gyges, and have no fear that I am making a trial of you, or that any injury will befall you from my wife. I will surely contrive that she won’t know that you have seen her. I will station you in our bedroom behind the door as it opens. When I have entered, my wife too will follow me to bed. Near the door is a chair. On this she will lay her garments one by one as she takes them off. You will have plenty of opportunity to see her. Then, when she walks to the bed with her back to you, take care to slip through the door without her seeing you.”

				[1.10] Gyges made ready to do what he could not avoid. Candaules brought him into the bedroom and was soon followed by the queen. Gyges watched her enter and place her clothes on the chair, and when she turned her back to him and moved toward the bed, he quietly slipped out. But the queen caught sight of him. Realizing what her husband had done, she neither gave vent to her shame by screaming nor gave any other indication that there was anything amiss, but she resolved to take revenge on Candaules. For with the Lydians, as with almost all foreign peoples, it is reckoned a shameful thing even for a man to be seen naked.

				[1.11] For the time being she gave no sign and kept quiet. But as soon as morning came, she made ready those of her servants whom she knew to be most devoted to her and summoned Gyges. Not suspecting that she knew anything of what had happened, he came at her bidding, for it was quite usual for him to be called to attend on the queen. “Gyges,” she said, “I offer you the choice of two courses that are open to you, and you may choose whichever you please. Either kill Candaules and take the throne, with me as your wife, or you must die on the spot, so that never again will you give such unquestioning obedience to Candaules as to see what is forbidden. Either he who plotted this must die, or you, who have broken our laws by beholding me naked.”

				Gyges was at first astounded and fell to begging the queen not to force him to make such a dreadful choice. But his pleadings were in vain, and he realized that he was, in truth, faced with the necessity either of slaying his master or of losing his own life. He chose to live. “Since you compel me against my will to kill the king,” he said, “come, tell me how we are to attack him.” “The assault will come from the very place where he displayed my nakedness,” she said, “and you will strike while he is asleep.”

				[1.12] There was no escape possible for Gyges; either he or Candaules must perish. When night fell, he followed the queen into the bedroom. She gave him a dagger and concealed him behind the very same door. Then, when Candaules was asleep, Gyges slipped out of his hiding place, struck, and took possession of both queen and kingdom. [1.13] His hold on the throne was confirmed by the oracle at Delphi. For when the Lydians, angered at the fate of Candaules, took up arms, and when civil strife seemed inevitable between Gyges’ partisans and the rest of the population, they agreed to consult the oracle and abide by its decision as to whether Gyges should rule or the throne be restored to the Heraclids. The answer favored Gyges, but the Priestess[*4] also added this: that the Heraclids would be avenged in the fifth generation from Gyges. This prophecy was disregarded by the Lydians and their kings until it was fulfilled.

				

				—

				Once in power, Gyges began to make forays against his Greek neighbors to the west, especially the Ionian city of Miletus, the principal Greek settlement in Asia Minor. After his death his son Ardys and grandson Sadyattes continued to harass Miletus and other Greek cities until the throne at last came to Alyattes, father of Croesus, about 600 BC.

				

				—

				[1.17] Alyattes used to make annual inroads into Milesian territory in the following way. He made his invasions when the crops were ripe, accompanied by the sound of pipes, harps, and flutes. He never destroyed the farmhouses or burned them or tore off their doors but left them undamaged, destroying only the trees and crops before withdrawing. It was pointless to lay siege to the city because the Milesians commanded the sea. Now the reason why he refrained from demolishing the dwellings was this: so that the Milesians would be encouraged to sow seed and work the land, thereby providing a source of plunder for his future invasions.

				[1.18–19] This went on for eleven years, in the course of which the Milesians were twice defeated in battle. But in the twelfth year the burning of the crops had an unusual sequel. As soon as the crops were set on fire, a strong wind drove the flames onto the temple of Athena at Assesus, which burned down to the ground. At the time this caused little stir, but when the army returned to Sardis, Alyattes fell ill. As his illness continued, he sent messengers to the Delphic oracle to inquire about it, either on somebody’s advice or on his own initiative. The Priestess refused to make any reply to the messengers until the Lydians should rebuild the temple of Athena of Assesus in Milesian territory. This is what I myself have gathered from the Delphians, but the Milesians add the following details to the story: They say that Periander of Corinth, a close friend of Thrasybulus who at that time was ruler over Miletus, got to know of the oracle’s reply and sent a message giving Thrasybulus prior information, so that he could take appropriate measures.

				[1.21] Alyattes, on receiving the oracle’s reply, sent a messenger to Miletus, proposing a truce that would last until he could rebuild the temple. Anticipating through his foreknowledge what Alyattes was likely to do, Thrasybulus adopted the following plan: Gathering together in the public square all the grain in the city from both public and private sources, he instructed everyone, at a given signal, to start drinking and holding parties. His purpose was this: to induce the messenger reporting to Alyattes to make mention of the immense pile of grain and the high spirits of the populace. And this, indeed, was what came about. The messenger marked what was going on, delivered his message, and returned to Sardis. A peace treaty was then signed, and it was for this reason alone, as I judge, that Alyattes, expecting to find the Milesians oppressed by famine and the populace reduced to extreme suffering, was informed by the messenger that the situation was quite the reverse of what he had thought.

				Thereafter peace was established, the two sides becoming friends and allies. Alyattes built two temples instead of one to Athena of Assesus and recovered from his illness. This was the way that Alyattes concluded his war with the Milesians and their leader, Thrasybulus.

				[1.23–24] This Periander, the one who gave information about the oracle to Thrasybulus, was the son of Cypselus and ruler over Corinth.[*5] During his lifetime there occurred a very great wonder, as the Corinthians say (and the Lesbians agree with
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