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Second Chance


Mindy walked downstairs of her parents’ mansion and into the kitchen. 

Her family owned the popular ChewBubba's restaurant chain. Mindy never worked a day in her life aside from doing occasioal reception duty at one of the restaurants back in her high school days.   Her boyfriend, Tristan, came from a family that bred race horses. Mindy dreamed of one day marrying Tristan and becoming one of the most powerful African-American couples in the whole state of Texas. 

The door bell rang repeatedly.  

Sam, the British butler, opened the door to Tristan as Mindy timed her walk down the steps so that she could be the first thing he saw when he opened the door. 

He looked handsome in his tight fitting jeans, big belt, and open white shirt. 

“Mindy, are you ready to go?” he asked her.

“Yes,” she said as she rubbed her hands over her dress.

She looped her arm into his as they head out of the door. He opens the door to his F150 for her and she gets in. He gets in after her and they pull off of her parents property and onto the road.

“Where are we going? You were kind of distant on the phone,” she said as she looked over at him.

“It’s a surprise.”

She smilesd at him but it went unreturned. It seemed as if he was hiding something from her and that worried her because she wanted nothing more than to be with him.  She loved him with everything in her and wanted to be with him more than anything in the world. They were meant to be together and that she knew for a fact. He pulled up on a trail and the road gets a little bumpy. The trail led to a lake. Maybe she had been reading a little too much into his actions because if he wanted to be done with her then surely he wouldn’t bring her to this spot that was so beautiful. He parked the car and opened the door for her. 

“This is beautiful Tristan. What made you want to bring me out here?” she asks.

He doesn’t say anything but just leads her to the edge of the lake and motions for her to take a seat. She takes a seat down on the grass and lean in to kiss him but he pulls away. 

She sighs getting frustrated with his actions. “Look Tristan what’s going on because you’ve been being really distant these past couple of weeks and I want to know what’s going on.”

He looks at her and then back at the lake. “Mindy I don’t know how to tell you this but I think that we should end this.”

“Wh-what?” she stutters. “Why? Why would you want to end what we have I thought that everything was going good.”

He looks at her and sighs. “Look Mindy I don’t love you the way that I should. I want a woman who can make money just as well as spend it. You don’t have anything going on for yourself. You’re completely dependent on your parents.”

“I can change. I can get a job or...” she starts to say but he cuts her of.

“Look no you can’t and you won’t. You are who you are and I am who I am. Besides I got a job offer to be a breeder in Dallas and I took it. I’m going to be leaving here at the end of the week.”

“So you brought me out here to this beautiful place to tell me that it’s over?” she asked stunned. She just couldn’t wrap her mind around the fact that this was actually happening.

“I decided to add something beautiful to something that wasn’t so great,” he said.

“You’re a jerk Tristan.”

“I’m just trying to be honest Mindy. It was no use in me dragging you along when I know that this isn’t going anywhere.”

Her heart crumpled and she couldn’t even look at him anymore. Everything that she had hoped for was now crushed and she wanted nothing more than to just be away from him. “Take me home now Tristan.”

He nods his head and they get back into the car and drive back to her house. They pull into her driveway and she opens the door to get out.

“I’m really sorry Mindy. I never meant to hurt you,” he said.

Mindy looks at him and rushes back in her eyes. She could feel tears welling up in her eyes and she just didn’t want him to see them fall. She would not show him weakness. She went back into the house and up to her room and threw herself in her pillow. The tears spilled from her eyes and her whole body shook from the disappointment she was feeling. She really thought that she and Tristan would make it work and that they would be the biggest power couple in Texas but she could see now that it wasn’t going to happen. Her whole life was over and she hated it. There was a soft knock on her door and her mom walks into the room.

“Are you okay, angel face?” she asks as she sits on the edge of her bed.

Mindy rolls over on her bed and looks at her mom as she wipes some of the tears from her eyes. “Tristan broke up with me.”

“What why?” asked her mom.

“Because he said that I was too spoiled and didn’t want to do anything with myself.”

“Well that’s unfair sweetie you can’t help it if you grew up with the finer things in life. He has to.”

“Yes mom but he also works on his ranch. I don’t do anything for you and dad except spend your money.”

She sighs. “Well sweetheart maybe it just wasn’t meant to be.”

“I guess so.”

Her mom starts to play with her hands and look at the wall. Mindy senses that something is wrong and sits up on the bed. “Is something wrong mom?”

“Sweetheart I don’t mean to bring more bad news to you but your father has fallen ill.”

“What’s wrong?”

“We don’t really know. He has a fever that won’t break and he can’t hold anything down.”

“So what are you saying?” she asks cautiously.

“I’m saying that it doesn’t look good ,sweetness.”

“So what does that mean for us?”

“We might have to cut back on the spending a little. Your dad is the only one who really knows how to run his businesses and with him being down for how knows how long I just don’t know what’s going to happen. So it’s better to be safe than sorry.”

She lays back on the bed in a huff. “Great I get dumped, my dad is sick, and now I can’t even go on a shopping spree to ease the pain. How can it get any worse?”
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Two weeks passed and not only was Mindy’s father sick but so was her mother and her older brother and the doctor had no idea what was wrong with them. Their medical expenses had drained the accounts because they needed the best doctor that money could buy and now they were about penniless. Mindy was the only one who wasn’t sick and she planned to keep it that way but with no money she had no idea what she was supposed to do with herself. She had no skills and she really didn’t know what to do about a job. She didn’t even know how to start looking for one. She walked through town and saw Tristan’s mom in a shop. She turns around quickly so that she won’t notice her but she spots her anyway.

“Hey Mindy how are you sweet thang?” she asked.

“I’m okay,” she said.

“I heard about what’s going on with your family. It’s just horrible.”

“Yeah but you know we’re making it. I’m looking for a job to help out a little.”

“Oh well then it’s good that I ran into you then. I’m actually looking for a maid to help around the house and possibly around the stables. If you’re interested.”

“I don’t know...” she starts to say.

“If you’re worrying about Tristan he’s still in Dallas. He told me about your breakup and I’m sorry that it didn’t work out.”

“Yeah me either. Well I guess that I can start when you’re ready. I really need the job and I don’t exactly have a lot of options.”

She claps her hands together. “Perfect. You can start first thing in the morning.”

“Okay good. I’ll be there at eight.”

“That’s perfect! See you then sweetheart.”

Mindy looks after Tristan’s mom and rolls her eyes. If she didn’t really need this job she would have avoided that woman like nobody’s business. But since her family needed the money anything could help. She adjusted her cowboy hat and walks into the grocery store to grab some juice and bottled water her family and she grabs a cold one for her. The Texas heat was nothing to play around with. She had learned that at an early age when she passed out for spending too much time in it. She adored riding on horses and having backyard bar-b-que but now all of that seemed to be slipping away from her. But she knew that even without money that she could enjoy life out here in Texas. Or at least that’s what she kept telling herself.

She went home and placed the juice and water in the fridge. They didn’t have maids or butlers anymore so she had to do everything herself. She was even about to put their house up for sale because they now couldn’t afford it and they could use every last penny. It was hard to imagine that just two weeks ago she had a boyfriend and was enjoying horseback rides along the trails. She could buy anything and each lunch everywhere but now all that had come to a halt. All of her dad’s employees were calling asking about being paid but she had nothing to tell them. She couldn’t pay them until she sold the house and she had no idea how much debt her father was in. apparently he hid a lot of things from the family and now all of that was coming back to bite them in the ass. She put a mask around her face and poured her parents and her brother some juice. She didn’t want to risk on her own health so that’s why she always wore the mask. 

She went upstairs to the section of the house that her family was secluded to and opened the door. She looked at her parents and her brother and they looked pitiful. All of the color had been drained from their face and they had huge bags around their eyes. She places a straw in the glass for her dad and places it to his mouth. He takes a small sip and then turns away. Her dad is who looked the worst. He used to have such color and a big belly but now he was a shell of himself. He had lost a lot of weight and his skin was always clammy. She grabbed another glass and straw and placed it to her mom’s mouth that was just as pale as her dad. She drank almost all of her juice and that gave her hope that maybe she was getting better. She placed that glass down and repeated the action with her brother who took three sips before he quit. 

She takes the glasses and walks out of the room. She doesn’t try to spend a lot of time in the room with her family because no one knows exactly what they have and no idea how to cure it. Therefore being around them was a huge risk but she knew that she couldn’t just let them rot away either. She fixes herself a sandwich and sits down at the table.

“My life sucks,” she mumbles to herself as she throws the sandwich down.

The morning comes and Mindy gets out of bed and takes a shower. She makes sure that her parents and brother have drank some juice and have left bottled water and some snacks for them in the room to help them make it through the day while she’s out at her new job. She gets into her car and drives the distance to Tristan’s family’s ranch. It was called T Ranch and it was the biggest working ranch in all of Texas. They helped kids learn how to ride horses and had every kind of animal you could imagine. They used to supply the pigs for her family’s restaurant.  She pulled up to the main house which was the second biggest building on the property. The first was the stables where they kept the cows and the horses. The house was wooden and had six
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