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Join the Rainbow Magic Reading Challenge!

Read the story and collect your fairy points to climb the Reading Rainbow at the back of the book.

This book is worth 4 stars.




[image: Fairy in denim dungarees, braided hair, glasses and a magic wand.]
Special thanks to Rachel Elliot and Philippa Willitts
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[image: Two Fairies: One is in a dress with a ponytail and slip-ons; the other is in a T-shirt and shorts, with curly locks and wears shoes. Birthday Party Collection: Four Stories in One by Daisy Meadows. Logo of Orchard Books.]
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The Birthday Party Fairies

[image: The illustration features Niamh the Invitation Fairy, Sara the Party Games Fairy, Lois the Balloon Fairy, and Leahann the Birthday Present Fairy.]
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Jack Frost’s Spell

The King and Queen are lazybones,

Sitting on their precious thrones.

King Oberon I’ll overthrow,

And Queen Titania has to go.

Titania has a birthday law,

That helps her rule for decades more.

But I will freeze her gentle grace,

And set an Ice Queen in her place!
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Story One

[image: Niamh with a magic wand, surrounded by a rainbow invitation, envelopes, and pens.]
Niamh the Invitation Fairy

Niamh the Invitation Fairy
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Chapter One

Mr Tate’s Barbecue

[image: Khadijah, Kirsty, and Gracie sit together on a swinging chair in the garden. Khadijah, with her hair in two plaits, rests both her hands on her tummy. Kirsty, with straight hair, sits in the middle. Gracie, with curly locks, rests her right hand on her tummy, while her left hand, which is missing fingers, rests on the side of the chair.]
“I’m stuffed,” said Gracie Adebayo, patting her tummy.

“Me too,” said Kirsty Tate. “If I have one more bite, I think I’ll pop.”

“Best barbecue ever,” said Khadijah Khan, who was sitting beside her on the swinging chair. “Kirsty, your dad makes the most amazing food.”

Kirsty grinned at her new friends. They had just moved to Hawthorn Grove, Wetherbury’s new housing estate. Kirsty’s parents had invited them and their families to the barbecue.

“Can anyone manage another burger?” called Mr Tate.

Five burgers and ten corn on the cobs were sizzling on the barbecue. A small crowd gathered, including Khadijah’s older brother, Rafi.

“Rafi loves barbecues,” said Khadijah, grinning at her brother.

Rafi grinned back at her and rubbed his belly to make her laugh.

“What does Rafi have on his arm?” asked Kirsty.

“It’s a special type of pump,” said Khadijah. “He has a disease called diabetes. The pump gives him his medicine at the right time each day.”

Mr Tate happily snapped his barbecue tongs.

“My dad loves barbecues too,” said Kirsty, laughing.

She gazed around the garden and smiled. The setting sun was lending everything in the garden a glimmer of gold. It made her think of the magical glow that was a sign that a fairy adventure would soon begin.

Kirsty and her best friend, Rachel Walker, had been friends with the fairies ever since they had first met on Rainspell Island. During an adventure with Hope the Welcome Fairy, they had been able to share their special fairy secret with Gracie and Khadijah too.

“What shall we do now?” asked Khadijah. “The grown-ups are just going to stand around all evening talking.”

“I was hoping you might help me,” said Gracie. “It’s my birthday soon, and the party is going to be at Partyland.”

“Wow!” said Kirsty with a gasp. “Lucky you!”

“What’s Partyland?” asked Khadijah.

“It’s an amazing adventure park,” said Kirsty. “I’ve only been once. It’s huge. There are lots of different areas with their own themes.”

“Like what?” asked Khadijah.

“So many I can’t remember them all,” Kirsty admitted. “Dinosaurs, unicorns, pirates, fairy tales, a circus … and lots more. There are fairground rides, games, drop slides, a gigantic soft play castle, cafés, water rides, rollercoasters and a petting zoo. I only saw a tiny part of it when I went. It’s got the biggest mirror maze in the country.”

[image: Khadijah, Kirsty, and Gracie all lie on the ground, relaxed. Khadijah and Kirsty have their legs crossed upwards. They are writing on the envelopes with pens.]
“It sounds fantastic,” said Khadijah.

“You’re both invited, of course,” said Gracie. “I was hoping that you would help me to write my party invitations. I brought them with me. My mums want me to invite everyone from my new class in school, so I can get to know them before term starts. That’s a lot of invitations to write!”

“Of course we’ll help,” said Kirsty. “We can use my sparkly gel pens.”

Soon they were lying on their stomachs in Kirsty’s sitting room, working through the pile of invitations. Kirsty was just writing one for Rachel when she heard the letterbox rattle.

“It’s too late to be the post,” she said, jumping to her feet. “Maybe it’s a late barbecue guest.”

She went into the hall. The letterbox was flapping open and shut, and a bright golden light was shining through it.

“That’s not the evening sun,” said Kirsty under her breath. “That’s magic!”

To her delight, a tiny fairy tumbled through the letterbox and landed on the doormat with a bump and a merry laugh.

“Oh dear,” she said. “I keep hoping that I’ll learn to be graceful, but I’m not so sure! Hello, Kirsty. I’m Niamh the Invitation Fairy.”

[image: Niamh has wings at the back and stands with one leg raised above the ground and the other one bent at the knee. She waves with one hand.]
Kirsty thought that no one could help loving Niamh’s warm smile. She had ginger hair braided into two thick plaits, green glasses and a dusting of freckles on her cheeks. Her purple T-shirt sparkled with gold stars, and she was wearing a pair of denim dungarees with purple and white starry shoes.

“I’m so glad to meet you,” Kirsty said. “Gracie, Khadijah, come out here. There’s someone I’d like you to meet.”

Gracie and Khadijah dashed into the hall and gasped at the sight of their visitor.

[image: Three envelopes, each sealed with a star sticker.]
“This is Niamh the Invitation Fairy,” Kirsty explained.

“It’s lovely to meet you all,” said Niamh, fluttering into the air. “I’m here to give each of you a very special invitation.”

She waved her wand, and three envelopes appeared in front of the girls. There was a peach one for Gracie, a green one for Khadijah and a pink one for Kirsty. Each was sealed with a colourful star sticker.

“I’m one of the Birthday Party Fairies,” Niamh went on. “It’s our job to help Belle the Birthday Fairy to create perfect birthdays, and we’ve been busy getting ready for the most important birthday of the year. We’d love you to be there to help us celebrate.”
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