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Prologue
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Imagine a young boy wandering through the woods, collecting bugs, watching birds, and digging up interesting rocks. That boy was Charles Darwin. He wasn’t a scientist yet—just a curious kid who loved nature and asked big questions.

Born in England in 1809, Charles was fascinated by the world around him. He wanted to know why animals looked different from each other, how plants grew in so many shapes and sizes, and what secrets the earth’s fossils could reveal. But back then, many people believed that everything in nature had always stayed the same. No one had yet discovered the truth about how living things change over time.

That would all change when Charles grew up. His journey across the world on a ship called the HMS Beagle led him to amazing discoveries—especially on the Galápagos Islands, where he studied giant tortoises, strange birds, and other unique creatures. These observations helped him develop one of the most important scientific ideas of all time: evolution by natural selection.

His discovery was shocking. It changed the way people understood life itself. But not everyone agreed with him. His ideas started debates that still continue today.

So, who was Charles Darwin? How did he come up with his groundbreaking theory? And why does his work still matter? In this book, you’ll explore the life of a boy who never stopped asking questions—and how his curiosity changed the world forever.

Let’s begin!
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Chapter 1: Young Charles and His Curious Mind
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Charles Darwin was not just any ordinary boy—he was filled with an endless curiosity about the world around him. From the moment he could walk and talk, he was always asking questions, exploring his surroundings, and trying to understand how things worked. Born on February 12, 1809, in the small town of Shrewsbury, England, Charles grew up in a big house with his brothers and sisters. His father, Robert Darwin, was a well-known doctor, and his grandfather, Erasmus Darwin, was a famous scientist and thinker. It seemed that curiosity and intelligence ran in the family, but no one could have guessed that young Charles would grow up to change the way people understood life itself.

As a little boy, Charles loved to collect things. He gathered shiny pebbles, interesting shells, strange insects, and even bird eggs. He had a habit of stuffing his pockets full of whatever he found fascinating during his outdoor adventures. His love for nature was clear from an early age, and while other boys might have been playing games, Charles was busy examining plants and animals. He was fascinated by beetles and once wrote about how he tried to catch two rare beetles at the same time—one in each hand—only to spot a third one! In his excitement, he popped one beetle into his mouth just to keep it from escaping. That’s how much he loved discovering new creatures!

Even though Charles was naturally curious, he didn’t always love school. He was sent to Shrewsbury School when he was eight years old, but the way lessons were taught didn’t interest him much. His teachers focused on memorizing facts and reading Latin, but Charles wanted to learn by doing—by exploring, touching, and experimenting. Instead of listening in class, he would often daydream or think about the insects he wanted to find after school. His father was disappointed and once told him, “You care for nothing but shooting, dogs, and catching rats, and you will be a disgrace to yourself and your family.” But Charles knew there was more to learning than just sitting in a classroom.

One of the things young Charles loved most was going on outdoor adventures. He spent hours walking through fields, climbing trees, and watching birds. He carefully observed how different animals behaved, how plants grew, and how the seasons changed the landscape. Every tiny detail fascinated him, from the way ants marched in a line to the way earthworms wriggled through the soil. He believed that the best way to understand the world was to experience it firsthand.

His older brother, Erasmus, was also interested in science, and together they would perform little experiments in a makeshift laboratory they set up in their home. They mixed chemicals, observed reactions, and recorded what they saw. Charles enjoyed these experiments, even though some of them made terrible smells! Science, for him, was an adventure, not just something to read about in books.

When Charles was sixteen, his father decided he should study medicine and sent him to the University of Edinburgh. But Charles quickly realized that being a doctor was not for him. He couldn’t stand the sight of blood and was horrified by the surgeries he had to watch. In those days, doctors performed surgeries without anesthesia, meaning patients were fully awake and could feel everything. This made Charles feel sick, and he knew he didn’t want to spend his life as a doctor. Instead, he spent more time learning about animals, plants, and fossils, meeting other students who shared his love for nature.

Realizing that medicine was not his passion, Charles’s father sent him to Cambridge University to study to become a clergyman—a church leader. At first, Charles didn’t mind because it gave him time to continue his outdoor studies. He met a professor named John Henslow, who became his mentor. Henslow recognized Charles’s incredible curiosity and encouraged him to pursue science. It was Henslow who recommended Charles for the most important journey of his life—a voyage around the world on a ship called the HMS Beagle. This journey would lead him to make discoveries that would change history forever.

Even though Charles’s school life was not always exciting, his deep love for the natural world never faded. His childhood filled with curiosity, exploration, and collecting strange things had prepared him for an incredible adventure. Without even realizing it, young Charles was already on the path to becoming one of the most important scientists of all time!
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Chapter 2: Exploring the Wild in Shrewsbury
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Shrewsbury, the town where Charles Darwin grew up, was the perfect place for a boy with an adventurous spirit and a love for nature. It was surrounded by rolling hills, thick forests, and winding rivers, all teeming with life. From the moment Charles was old enough to explore on his own, he spent as much time as possible outside, running through fields, wading in streams, and climbing trees. He wasn’t just playing—he was observing, collecting, and learning about the world in a way that no classroom could teach him.

From a young age, Charles loved collecting things. He was fascinated by the tiny details of nature that most people overlooked. While other children were playing games, Charles was carefully picking up smooth, colorful pebbles, examining the delicate patterns on leaves, and gathering insects in little boxes. His bedroom shelves were filled with all kinds of treasures—bird eggs, shells, dried plants, and even fossils he found near the riverbanks. He treated these objects like clues to a great mystery, trying to understand how nature worked by looking at the smallest details.

One of his biggest passions was beetles. He became so obsessed with collecting rare beetles that he would go to great lengths to catch them. Once, while exploring the woods near his home, he spotted two different beetles crawling on a tree. Excited, he grabbed one in each hand. But just as he was admiring his find, he saw a third, even rarer beetle! Not wanting to lose it, he quickly popped one of the beetles into his mouth to free a hand. Unfortunately, the beetle released a foul-smelling chemical, making Charles spit it out in disgust. Even though it was a funny and unpleasant moment, it showed how determined he was to study insects.

Charles wasn’t just interested in insects—he loved birds, too. He would watch them closely, noticing how different species had different beaks, feathers, and songs. He wondered why some birds built nests high in trees while others made them on the ground. He spent hours lying in the grass, watching the way birds hunted for food or the way they protected their eggs from predators. He even tried to keep some wild birds as pets, wanting to observe them up close.

Fishing was another activity Charles enjoyed, but not in the usual way. While other boys fished for sport, Charles was more interested in studying the fish. He examined their scales, their fins, and even their insides when he got the chance. He compared the different kinds of fish he caught, trying to understand why they looked different and how they might be related. He often wondered how some fish had unique features, like sharp teeth or long whiskers, and whether these helped them survive.

Besides animals, Charles had a deep fascination with plants. He loved walking through the countryside, carefully studying the different types of wildflowers and trees. He noticed how some plants only grew in certain places, while others
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