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INTRODUCTION
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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the strongest players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book is a representation of the previous nine volumes, picking something of the best from each chapter in the preceding volumes, to give you an opportunity to look through the window and see if those other books are something for you. 

This is the book where you will see how: 


-  Kramnik as Black beat Jobava in only 15 moves.

-  Shirov lost in 13 moves to English Grandmaster Wells 

-  World-famous coach & grandmaster Aagaard lost in 13 moves as White.

-  Seirawan had to resign after 15 moves, just before getting mated by a Swedish International Master.

-  Timman trapped Polugaevsky’s queen after 15 moves in a Najdorf 

-   Svidler lost as White in just 13 moves to Shirov.

-  GM Nielsen, later coach to world champions Anand & Carlsen, lost in 13 moves against the King’s Gambit.

-  Bareev lost his queen to Nakamura after 12 moves.

-  And many other fascinating games.




The opening variations covered in this volume cover the entire span of openings, from such specialties as 1.f4, 1.Nc3 and 1.b3 to interesting gambits to standard main lines of the variety you will find in the Nimzo-Indian and King’s Indian. Even though there will only be one game in each chapter, they will represent a full chapter in the other books in the series.  For example, from volume 9 in this series, there will be a game from each of the following chapters: 

––––––––
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	French Defense - Minor Variations 

	French Defense - Advance Variation

	French Defense - Tarrasch Variation: 3.Nd2 

	French Defense - Various 3.Nc3 Variations

	French Defense - Winawer Variation: 3.Nc3 Bb4 

	Caro-Kann Defense - Main Lines: 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxe4

	Caro-Kann Defense - Panov Attack

	Caro-Kann Defense - Advance Variation

	Caro-Kann Defense - Minor Lines


Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com
If you like to receive a weekly update with more miniatures, opening ideas, chess tactics, samples from upcoming books, discounts and much more - then sign up at www.winningquicklyatchess.com 

Good luck and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

April 2018
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​VOLUME 1
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​Chapter 1.1

The King’s Indian Defense
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Game # 1

D.Adla (2509) – R.Paramos Dominguez (2408) E99

Spanish Team Championship 2011

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Be2 0–0 6.Nf3 e5 7.0–0 Nc6 8.d5 Ne7 9.Ne1 Nd7 10.f3 f5 11.g4 Nf6 12.Kh1 

[image: image]

What did White miss?

The more common alternatives are: 

12.Nd3 c6 13.Be3 Kh8 14.a4 b6 15.Kh1 Bb7 16.Nf2 Rc8 17.Rc1 Ba8 18.Rc2 a6 19.b3 b5 20.axb5 axb5 with chances to both sides, Ftacnik-Bacrot, Hamburg 2015. 

12.Be3 c6 13.b4 Kh8 14.a4 Qd7 15.h3 h5 16.g5 f4 17.gxf6 Bxf6 18.Bf2 Qxh3 19.Nd3 Nf5 20.Qd2 Ng3 21.Bxg3 Qxg3+ with a draw by perpetual check, ½–½, L'Ami-Nisipeanu, Wijk aan Zee 2010. 

12.Ng2 f4 13.h4 c5 14.Kf2 Rf7 15.Ke1 a6 16.a4 b6 17.Kd2 Bd7 18.Kc2 Rb8 19.Bd2 Nc8 20.b3 Na7 with chances for both players, Borges Mateos-Escobar Forero, Toluca 2009.

12...fxg4 13.fxg4 Nxg4! And White resigned which is wildly premature, but he was undoubtedly disgusted by his simple oversight.

After 13...Nxg4 14.Nd3 (14.Bxg4?? is, of course, not possible because it leaves the rook unprotected 14...Rxf1+ and neither 14.Rxf8+ Qxf8 nor 15.Bxg4?? Qf1#) 14...Rxf1+ 15.Qxf1 a6 without full compensation for the pawn. 

0–1
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​Chapter 1.2 

The Grünfeld Indian Defense
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Game # 2

A.Aleksandrov (2578) – A.Kocheev (2391) D85

Belarus Championship (Minsk) 2014

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.Bd2 Nb6 6.e4 

Can Black take the offered pawn on d4?

6...Qxd4 

This is not a bad move, but White does receive compensation for the pawn through a lead in development. 6...Bg7 7.Be3 0–0 is the main line.

7.Qc2 

Honestly, it doesn't look like White is getting much in return for the pawn, but Black has had plenty of problems dealing with White's rapid mobilization with Rd1, Be3, and Nf3.

7...Qc5 

[image: image]

How should White continue?

––––––––
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The alternatives are: 

7...Nc6 8.Be3 Qd8 9.Rd1 Bd7 10.Nf3 Bg7 11.Be2 0–0 12.h4 Qc8 13.h5 Bg4 and Black should have no problems, although White does have compensation for the pawn, Mamedyarov-Safarli, Nakhchivan 2016. 

7...Qd8 8.Rd1 Nc6 9.Bb5 Bd7 10.Bf4 Bg7 11.Bxc6 bxc6 12.Nf3 0–0 13.Be5 and White clearly has sufficient compensation for the pawn, Kuzubov-Vocaturo, Benasque 2016. 

7...c6 8.Nf3 Qd8 (8...Qg7 9.a4 e5 10.a5 N6d7 11.Bc4 h6 12.0–0 Be7 13.Rfd1 0–0 14.Be3 when Black's original, but clumsy piece coordination provides White with adequate compensation for the pawn, Khismatullin-Salem, Sharjah 2014) 9.Rd1 N8d7 10.Bf4 Bg7 11.Nb5 (11.a4!? is also very uncomfortable for Black) 11...e5? (Now Black gets himself in very serious problems. After 11...0–0 12.Nc7 e5 13.Nxa8 exf4 14.Nxb6 axb6 Black's position is not that bad) 12.Bg5 f6 13.Nd6+ Kf8 14.Bd2! Qe7 15.Bb4 c5 16.Ba3 (Black's position is completely busted) 16...f5? 17.Be2 (Also 17.exf5 e4 18.Qxe4 Qxe4+ 19.Nxe4 gxf5 20.Nd6 looked pretty devastating for Black) 17...f4 18.h4 h6 19.h5 Qe6 20.hxg6 Qxg6 21.Nh4 (Black's position is
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