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      Macey stared at the giant golden egg in her hands.

      “And you’re sure this is a dragon egg?” she asked Amber, who was grinning at Macey’s stunned expression.

      “Izban promised. He knows how much I miss having pets.”

      Macey choked. “You’re going to have a dragon as a pet?”

      “Hey, you have five guys to keep you company. Sometimes, Izban just isn’t cuddly enough.”

      The beithir was right about that. Macey was constantly kept busy by her partners. They either wanted something from her, or decided she was in need of attention. Not that she complained. She loved them, each and every one. Cam and Flint, both wraiths but as different as day and night. Jared, the passionate incubus. Ronan, her gentle selkie. And Luc, the daimon who’d given up everything for her. She was truly blessed. Even if she sometimes missed having some alone time.

      “How big is it going to get?” she asked her friend.

      “Well, I guess dragon-big? But dragons live for centuries, so I assume they grow quite slowly.”

      “You assume? There’s a lot of guesswork going on.”

      Amber shrugged. “I’m planning to go to the library soon to find something on dragon husbandry. There has to be a guide somewhere. How else would people know how to raise dragons?”

      Macey cocked her head to the side and studied her best friend. Was she being serious? A dragon sounded like a lot of trouble, even for a girl who could shift into what was ultimately a giant flying snake. And if Macey had learned anything from her adventures, it was that most things weren't what they seemed on the outside. And almost all of them were more dangerous.

      "Why don't I come with you?" she suggested. She had plenty of time, with her men busy doing their own thing.

      Jared was still asleep, completely sated from last night's activities and in some kind of incubus stupor. Flint and Cam were off running errands, while Luc visited his mother, and Ronan was doing...

      She frowned. She didn't actually know what Ronan was doing, but she hadn't seen him in a few hours.

      Amber squealed with delight. "Yes, it'll be just like old times."

      "Without half the maiming, death, and destruction," Macey muttered.

      "Oh, I don't know. Life can get boring sometimes." Amber set the egg down and grabbed her coat from the cupboard in front of them. One that hadn't been there moments before. Just one of the many advantages that came from living in the house in the mists. Not many people had the advantage of a house that provided everything they needed, when they needed it.

      "If you want to go back to saving the world, that's fine by me," Macey said. "But don't go taking me with you."

      "Are you telling me that if a phoenix started burning down houses everywhere, you wouldn't go along and Water Warden all over it?" Amber asked sweetly.

      Macey chuckled. "Water Warden all over it?"

      "You know, pssssshoe pssssshoe, water spurts out of your hands." Amber flung her arms up to explain.

      "And you couldn't think of a better way to describe that?"

      "Nope. Now, get your coat on. We're going to the library." She leaned into the cupboard and pulled Macey's coat out before handing it to her.

      "The Staran will put us right outside the library, we probably don't need coats," Macey pointed out even as she put it on.

      Amber narrowed her eyes dramatically. "I don't trust them."

      "They're fixed now," Macey promised.

      "Let's call it residual fear then." Amber shrugged. "But I like being prepared." She slipped the egg into her bag.

      "You're not bringing it with us, are you?" Macey's eyes widened as she considered what a colossally bad idea that was. There was no doubt in her mind that it would end badly. Probably with a dragon trying to destroy the library or something similar to that.

      "Of course. What if it hatches while I'm gone? I don't want it to be on its own."

      "I'm sure it could look after itself," Macey muttered. "And what happens to it once you and Izban have a child of your own?" She'd almost said egg rather than child, but caught herself in time. Who knew what the child of a beithir and a mage would come out like.

      The redhead's cheeks flamed, almost matching her hair in colour. "That's not happening yet."

      "But you said yourself that the dragon would..."

      "Let's go," Amber insisted, cutting her off. "And if you continue, I'll start mentioning kids in front of Flint again. You know how desperate he is to be a father."

      Macey sighed. "Fine." She wasn't ready, and Flint knew that, but it wouldn't stop the yearning in his eyes, and she didn't want to put him through that again.

      Now that the world was safe - well, as safe as it ever would be with how destructive humans were - they had finally been able to settle down in their house in the mists. Macey loved having her own home again. As much as she missed the loch she'd grown up in, there was nothing better than sharing a house with her men, safe in the knowledge that nobody was out to kill them, and that they wouldn't have to leave in order to save the world once again.

      She still visited the loch twice a week at least to check on things. Even though she'd passed on her rule to her cousin, the kelpies still saw her as a leader.

      "Come on," Amber said impatiently, tugging on Macey's arm. "I don't want to get there to find the library closed."

      Macey smiled at her friend's enthusiasm. Sometimes, Amber seemed younger than she was. More innocent. She hoped the beithir would keep that innocence for as long as possible.

      They stepped out of the house where the mists welcomed them with their familiar aniseed scent. Macey breathed in deep, then raised her arms to summon the Staran. It had become second nature to her, especially now that the magical pathways were healed and fully functional again. No more ending up in places she didn't want to, unless the Staran decided she was needed there. That hadn't happened in a long time though.

      The Staran spat them out in a narrow alley around the corner from the British Library in London, just like Macey had asked. It was always better to arrive out of sight where humans couldn't see them appear out of thin air. Most people would ignore them, thinking it had been a trick of the light, but there were those who were naturally prone to believe in the supernatural.

      They entered the library and headed straight down the stairs to the magical section. It was invisible to human eyes, but Macey had been here before and knew the way. A kabouter female was sitting at the reception desk, immersed in a dusty volume full of strange scribblings that Macey couldn't identify.

      "Hi," Amber greeted her cheerily. "Do you have any books about dragons? Specifically dragon husbandry?"

      "Shelf 4b," the librarian said without looking up. "And beware the bookworms, they're out in force today."

      It took them a while to find shelf 4b, mostly because it wasn't between 4a and 4c as you would have expected. The magical library was nothing but mysterious.

      There were a surprising amount of books on dragons. Amber pulled half a
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