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WHAT IS PROPHECY?
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Let us understand the general knowledge of the prophetic ministry. Prophecy is the relaying of God's word or message through vessels known as prophets for males and prophetesses for females. The one who hears it from God can receive it audibly or visually, but in presentation to listeners or an audience, it is done through verbal communication.

Prophecy is a message or declaration that is believed to be inspired by God in Christianity. Prophecy covers every time and season, which means it can tackle topics about past, present, and future activities, but the relevance of every prophecy is to address current and future problems, revealing hidden truths and usually providing guidance and wisdom.

Prophecy, according to the administration of the Holy Spirit, is the vocal representation of God's presence. When a prophetic message was sought over a matter in the Bible days, it was God's manifest knowledge that was sought. When God speaks through designated vessels whom He has purposely appointed to speak His word, then what they say is prophecy, and those who say it are prophets.

Prophecies can be expressed through various means, such as verbal declarations, visions, dreams, written messages, and symbolic acts. From a Biblical perspective, prophets were individuals who received messages from God and shared them with others. Their prophecies often involved predicting the coming of the Saviour or Messiah, warning of judgment and consequences for sin, calling people to repentance and faithfulness, and revealing God's character and nature.

Prophecy is supposed to be inspired by a spiritual being which is above or beyond human beings. This indicates that both the Holy Spirit and evil spirits can instigate prophecies, and it cannot be deciphered until there is discernment.

Whatever is foretold or predicted with the intention to meet reality or for it to come to pass is a prophecy. The operation of a true prophetic gift is to uncover things that are in the realm of the spirit

Prophecy is often seen as a unique and sacred form of communication between the divine and human realms. Prophecy throughout the Bible has been God's instrument for making a change to what exists and for bringing a new effect to things.

Prophecy is as ancient as the first man, Adam and Eve in the garden. In the fall of man, God Himself foretold a situation that would happen many years later, and it has happened accordingly. This is called the first gospel in Christian tradition, predicting enmity between the serpent's seed and the woman's seed. That places prophecy in the primeval Biblical times.
Gen 3:15: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
This means prophecy was instituted to solve or address human issues or problems. Immediately there was an issue in the Bible (the fall problem) and God wanted to address it, He initiated the prophetic office, and He personally operated in the office first before any other prophets. The CEO of every institution will best know the goals and missions of the institution than any employee. And every genuine prophet in the ministry of prophecy is employed by God to work in the institution of prophecy.
1 Cor 12:10-11: To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
Prophecy is an instrument God uses to make man aware of His intentions or plans toward humanity. Prophecy is God's enterprise; He just employed men who serve as salesmen, whom we call prophets. Every prophet must make sure the profit of God's enterprise is not stolen or forfeited by him or through him. 

This means God is the father of prophecy, as historians would say Herodotus is the father of history. God saw the need for humanity to know about His plans; that was why He established the prophetic system so that the communication of His intentions would be made known and not hidden from humanity. This institute was established as a sole proprietorship; it was single-handedly founded by God. No suggestion of man was made or needed before God began to prophesy; it was all God's desire to make man know His plan.

This is the prophetic ministry! If you take it for something else, then you are wrong. This enterprise is for God, and He decides what He sells and how He sells it. He decides who to employ and the work task for whom He employed. It is never in human ideology to make any influence or change on how God administers the prophetic gift; no man can manipulate the operation of God's enterprise. Those who tried that are called false prophets and anti-Christs.

Yes, God acknowledges human weakness and flaws, but by the virtue of His involvement in the prophetic office, He makes sure that which is not right is perfected by His Spirit. No amount of your insult of prophets can correct the flaws; no level of dishonour can stop the operation of the prophetic.

It is good to know God does not give up on what He makes. Throughout the Bible, it is proven that He always seeks ways to perfect whatever He started, from Genesis 1:1-2 where creation started and His creation was void and formless, yet it was perfected on the sixth day. Gen 1:31: And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

To the fall of man, He arranged for restoration; we have our saviour Jesus Christ who came to take away the sins of this world... John 1:29: The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. God works out everything He started to perfection. He never gives up on His project.

He instituted the prophetic ministry, and no matter how perverted it seems to be, God still has the prophetic ministry as His business. He still uses the prophetic ministry to prosper His children, and nothing should deceive anyone that God is done using prophets or that prophecy has ended, He still speaks.

It was instituted to enhance the human relationship with God. So long as humanity remains, this desire of God still remains, and He is still operating with the prophetic to make His plans known.

Take note: "There is no fulfilment of destiny without the operation of prophecy. The one who fulfils destiny is the one who understands the operation of prophecy. Because destiny is God's assignment for you on earth, and you only know what God has for you through prophecy."
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TYPES OF PROPHECY
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Prophecy can be classified based on different things. But for the purpose of this book, let us consider these two main types of prophecy:
1. Positive prophecy
2. Negative prophecy
1 Thessalonians 5:21-22: Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil.

The Bible says we should prove everything, holding on to that which is good and avoiding that which is evil. Every prophecy that directs the course of a man to God's purpose and glory is a positive prophecy. And every prophecy that does not direct or lead the course of a man to God is evil or negative.

Ideally, every prophecy that has an ill statement such as death, accident, destruction, pain, and punishment is assumed to be a negative prophecy, but I have realized over time that that is not so. A prophecy can convey a negative sense or message, but if the intention or rationale behind it is to bring salvation, revival, and glory to God, I accept it to be positive.

Because a prophecy that does not lead souls to God but takes them away from God is rather negative. Though it may have some pleasant topics or messages, because it is misleading and sending souls to hell, it is enough to be negative. A prophecy that comes from God is positive, even when it comes with harsh or unpleasant words. If it establishes salvation, repentance, and brings glory to God, then it is of God.
1 John 4:1-3: Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

No matter how deep or acceptable the prophet's prophecy can be, it must lead to Jesus Christ. Without this, the Bible says it is anti-Christ. Sometimes, the enemy can mix the truth with the false to mislead God's people, so we must know the truth, and the Holy Spirit will save you from a lot of mess.

These are the types of prophecies that can be received by a person. A good prophecy should acknowledge God and should not encourage sin or evil. A good prophecy should not bring fear and panic to the person receiving it; even when it would, that should not be its intention. 

For instance, when a prophet speaks about God's judgement coming on an individual or a community, he is not intending to bring fear but to bring repentance so that the person or the people may be redeemed from the impact of the prophecy.

Let me make it clear for you: a positive prophecy is not void of harsh or negative words, but it states the problems and the solution at the same time. A negative prophecy would only state the problems, which alone tells you that it is from the devil because the devil has no solutions to life's problems; in fact, he is the problem himself.

Only Jesus Christ has the solution to every problem, and a good prophecy comes from Him—Jesus Christ. I hope by now you know the prophecy that is good in your life and you would love for it to come to pass in your life. And, you know the one that is negative and you do not want it to stay or manifest.
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WHY DO WE NEED PROPHECY?
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I think this question cannot be answered without your understanding of prophecy.
Proverbs 29:18: Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.
As the Bible has put it, when there is no vision, the people perish. With this understanding, we need prophecies so as not to perish or walk in darkness. When a prophecy comes to someone, the person is actually receiving the word of God and His intentions for his or her life.
Because of the knowledge of God shared with you, you begin to reflect the nature of God, which is first light. Prophecy comes to format us into God's purpose, which is why anyone who does not have a vision for his or her life would definitely perish. 

The word of God is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path (Psalm 119:105).

We need prophecies to be able to identify ourselves with God's ways and wants. When prophecy is understood in your life, you begin to see yourself as how God wants you to be. Nothing can position a man's life according to the plan of God more than the word of God. If there is no prophecy or revelation about what God has for someone, the probability of the person becoming what God wants is low.

A prophecy came to me that I would be writing books. At the time, I did not even know how to read nor write. But because of the prophecy
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