

DEDICATION

For the animal world—

who share with us the same right to live,

and for a future where animals and humans

coexist in peace.




“A happy forest has friends with tails, wings, and paws.”




Preface

I wrote this book during my summer vacation in India. I had always wanted to create a book about an animal kingdom where different animals live together in peace. My idea was to tell fun, imaginative, and meaningful stories about animals—stories full of friendship, adventure, and little lessons.

I love watching nature, especially animals. I feel that every animal has a special positive trait from which we humans can learn. A dog is known as a loyal friend and companion. An ant is hardworking, just like bees. A lion is brave and strong. A fox is clever. An elephant is social and caring. Every animal has its own special qualities.

Even within a species, each animal has its own personality. Anyone who has more than one cat or dog will agree—one cat behaves differently from another, and every dog has its own quirks. I’ve even heard people talk about how individual their pet pigs are!

With all this in mind, I thought a collection of animal stories set in a kingdom just for animals would be perfect for children. I wanted the stories to be funny, friendly, and full of values.

I wrote these stories early in the morning, sitting on the verandah of my house in a small village in Kerala, in southern India.

It was the perfect place to write about nature. Inspiration came simply from looking around. The verandah faced east, and watching the sun rise over the horizon created a beautiful setting for these stories. The place was surrounded by trees and plants, and the air was alive with birds and squirrels. The stories came one by one, and I simply wrote them down as they arrived.

I enjoyed writing these stories, and I hope children will enjoy reading them as much as I enjoyed creating them.
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Chapter 1: Welcome to Shantipur

A long time ago, many, many centuries ago, there was a peaceful animal kingdom called Shantipur. This kingdom lay hidden in a deep jungle near the great Himalayan mountain ranges. The jungle was massive, stretching for many kilometres. It was thick with trees and plants of every kind.

The trees and plants gave endless fruits and vegetables. What a colourful sight it was to see them hanging from branches—red, yellow, orange, purple, green, blue, and brown, in every shade one could imagine. The sweet smell of ripe fruits made every animal’s mouth water. There was plenty for everyone —juicy fruits, crunchy nuts, and sweet honey. Every animal felt strong, happy, and ready for adventure.
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The plants also bore beautiful flowers. Their fragrance was so delightful that one whiff could lift sadness and bring a smile. The colours of the flowers were even brighter than the fruits. Looking at them filled every heart with joy.

At the centre of this jungle was Shantipur itself. Here rivers and lakes sparkled with pure, fresh water flowing down from the Himalayas. The water was cool in summer, sweet to taste, and so full of life that every animal stayed healthy.

The trees of Shantipur grew tall and wide, with thick branches that held hives, nests, and flat platforms for resting. Birds and animals found shelter from the hot sun and the heavy rains. Caves in the rocks, tiny burrows, tall anthills, and deep tunnels gave safe homes to every creature. None were left without protection.

This wonderful kingdom was ruled by the brave lion King Kesari and his gentle Queen Anaya. The King protected every animal, and the Queen cared for them like a mother. Any creature could go to them for help. The animals loved and respected their rulers, who lived in a great cave at the foot of a hill.

And as the King and Queen were kind, so were the subjects. All the animals of Shantipur lived in friendship. They shared food, helped the sick, and treated one another with gentleness. Perhaps it was the fruits and flowers, the pure water, or the loving rulers, but the animals grew kind-hearted and wise. Shantipur was a rare and perfect land of peace.

No human villages were anywhere near this kingdom. It was a land for animals and birds alone. Reaching Shantipur was never easy. A traveller had to cross wide rivers, steep cliffs, and thick forests. Perhaps that is why no human ever dared to enter. This was a blessing, for it kept the kingdom safe from trouble.
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And so our stories happen in this hidden land of Shantipur, a place of harmony and goodness, carrying a lesson for animals and humans alike—both now and for the years yet to come.




Chapter 2: The Animals of Shantipur

Lion King Kesari ruled his kingdom with a brave heart and a gentle paw. He was strong – as strong as ten lions put together, or so the legend says! Once, he even fought ten lions at the same time and won! But Kesari wasn’t just strong; he was fair and kind, always helping the poor and caring for the old. By his side was his loving queen, Anaya, and together they made the perfect royal pair. Every animal in the jungle loved them – and listened to them too!
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Bhima was no ordinary elephant – he was the boss of the kingdom’s Fire and Emergency Team! With a loud trumpet, he would lead his brave elephant crew, rushing wherever flames flickered or trouble brewed. When giant trees crashed to the ground after heavy rains, Bhima and his team would heave, push, and roll the trunks away – all in a day’s heroic work!

Then there was the brain of the jungle – Chatura, the fox. He was witty and fast. He could see through everything and his ears heard every movement. He was the chief investigation officer of the King.

He was assisted by the dogs. The chief of the dogs was Dhira. He was brave and also gentle. He was the police chief of the Kingdom.

(luka was the night watch officer. He was the smartest Owl in Shantipur. He could see in the darkest of the nights when even the moon was absent. In the night when the whole kingdom slept, (luka and his team of specialists owls prowled the skies looking for invaders.

Garuda took over the task of watching in the daytime. The fastest bird, the eagle and his elegant team flew very high in the sky. He could see even the slightest movement on the ground from big heights. Even a a small intruder the size of a mouse could not escape his vision.
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The tasks of collecting all the fruits from the trees were that of Kapi, the most agile monkey in the kingdom. He could climb any tall tree in blink of the eye. All the wonderful juicy fruits at tall heights were brought down with ease. Everyday they had so many different yummy fruits to offer. All the fruits in the Kingdom were free.

Kukuta’s morning calls were heard very loud and clear. He and his team made sure all the animals got up early morning at the break of the dawn. The rooster did this every morning without fail. He was the official alarm clock of the King.

Gabu the sturdy Donkey was so strong that he could carry many fruits that Kapi and his team had collected. Gabu and his team of donkeys carried them from different corners of the jungle to the kingdom. Thanks to them all had food always.

The second largest roar of the kingdom was of the Vyagu the tiger. The commander of the animal army was strong and determined. Determined to protect the kingdom. He
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