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			I dedicate this book to the countless strangers who contacted me personally after the initial release of the book. Most of which are serving and ex members of Victoria Police – ex Detectives, current and ex serving members of the Special Operations Group, Undercover Operatives and numerous others. Thank you for your support of my story. You have justified what I have written by telling me your own personal tales of the shenanigans you have all experienced with the S.O.G. I feel totally vindicated with what I have written. You have made me stronger. You know who you are.



	




 

			Solidarity: unity or agreement of feeling or action, especially among individuals with a common interest, mutual support within a group.

			Loyalty: a strong feeling of support or allegiance.

			Betrayal: the action of betraying one’s country, a group, or a person; treachery.

			– oxford English dictionary
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Prologue

			The Special Operations Group (SOG) was formed in 1977, by Chief Commissioner Mick Miller. It was formed as a counter-terrorist response group to combat the growing threat of global terrorism. The group was tasked with a variety of roles – the apprehension of violent and dangerous criminals, response to bomb threats and domestic siege situations – and the assistant commissioner could deploy the SOG to any situation he deemed necessary. The SOG was the final port of call for Victoria Police and would handle any situation out of the depth of the ‘normal’ police officer. Failure was not an option. There was no one else left if they failed. The SOG were the final stop and they never failed.

			I was a member from 1994 to 1998. My qualifications during my time there included: marksman, defensive tactics instructor, SOG intake instructor and critical incident management instructor. I was an acting sergeant and team leader during this time.

			I successfully completed the induction intake, graduating on 16 December 1994. Only four of us completed the course successfully that year. Mentally and physically, it was the most difficult and demanding undertaking I had ever experienced in my life. I am forever proud of the fact that I was a member of the SOG. Since it was formed in 1977 there have been approximately 270 members. I base this on approximately six police members qualifying each year. It is rarefied air and I am proud I was a member of this elite group.

			However, it was not the place of camaraderie I had hoped and wished for. I wrote this book to blow the myth of the Special Operations Group and to tell the story of what really happened within the confines of those walls. Drugs, lies, shootings, sex orgies, fuck-ups on jobs, and the never- ending egos and testosterone of members believing they were better than anyone else. I will tell it as it was, in the hope that it makes an enjoyable and enlightening read.

			For certain legal reasons I will state that some of the stories may have been slightly embellished. Or have they? I will say that 95 per cent of what I have written is true, as it occurred. I say that once again for legal purposes, the reasons you will understand as you progress through the book. Maybe it’s all true. I will leave that to the reader to draw their own conclusions.

			I still have constant nightmares about aspects of my time with the SOG, even twenty years after I left. The under-the- radar bullying and bastardisation that I sometimes observed and experienced were extreme and still affect me to this day. It was cruel and degrading, although I managed to defend myself, for which I am proud.
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CHAPTER 1

			The Run

			I was carefully rolling up a fifty-dollar bill while looking at the line of coke. I was in the locker room at the office. It was a large room with rows of floor-to-ceiling lockers. I say lockers, but they were really just cupboards, as there were no locks on them. They were stark white and filled with our ‘kit’: uniforms, holsters, belts, boots, personalised equipment from first-aid to camping gear. Everything hanging or neatly folded.

			The boys were still on a high from the previous night. We had shot and killed an offender during a late-night call-out. Taken a life. Shot nineteen times to be exact. It had been a long night made even longer as we ended at the Homicide Squad having statements taken. Almost twenty-four hours on the one shift. A long night and day. Now it was back in the office the following morning and the guys were still buzzing. As was I. But I was coming down. I wanted another buzz and diligently racked up a nice big line of cocaine to achieve that aim.

			We were about to go on a group run. We did physical training every day, usually in the afternoon. Today was different. It wasn’t a normal day due to the fatal shooting the previous night. We decided to skip our operational training that morning and opted for a run instead. That didn’t stop me from wanting another high. I wanted that buzz again, that feeling of invincibility. Fuck it, I’m having a line of coke. I was dressed in my PT gear: black shorts, black t-shirt, black running shoes. We all wore the same. Our SOG uniform was black, whether it be our official uniform or our PT gear. That’s what we wore. After all, we were the ‘Men in Black’.

			Just as I was about to indulge in my line of coke, I heard the doors suddenly swing open. I closed my locker as my heart skipped a beat, ironically giving me a quick rush of adrenalin. I was out of sight from the door and I had time to conceal what I was doing. Not everyone knew of my behaviour. I waited to see who had entered the room and, within a second, two faces peered comically around the corner. It was Bugs and Homer. They were aware of my behaviour. They were into it as much as I was. In fact, they had ‘introduced’ me to my first experience with cocaine.

			We all had nicknames at the SOG. It was tradition. It was how things operated. First names were taboo. Homer’s nickname was due to the fact that he was completely bald. He was lean and fit. He was a good runner but lacked in the strength department. I didn’t have much time for him. He was a brown nose, always kissing the bosses’ arses and trying to make a name for himself. And he was a back stabber. He would be nice as pie to your face and then bitch about you once your back was turned. I’m not sure anyone at the office liked him much. He was blissfully unaware of this fact. He thought he was everyone’s friend.

			Overweight and with pale skin, Bugs was named after Bugs Bunny because of his prominent front teeth. I’m not sure how he ever managed to make it to the SOG because he wasn’t very fit. He struggled with the PT and I didn’t think he was a very proficient operator either. He had let himself go somewhat, physically, since he had graduated. I wasn’t a huge fan of him because he constantly made disparaging remarks to people in the office. He looked down on those in blue uniforms. A lot of members of the SOG did the same, refusing to even acknowledge members in blue – it was an attitude which I despised. After all, we had all worn the blue uniform once. These guys had forgotten their origins.

			It was Bugs whom I was not especially fond of. He coined the nickname ‘Coolio’ for me, after American rapper Artis Leon Ivey Jr, aka Coolio. It was a typical gangster stereotype reference and also referenced my drug use. I was pissed off when he called me this nickname, especially as he was doing the same thing. The nickname was totally inappropriate in that environment, considering we were trying to keep as low a profile as possible. It was hypocritical of Bugs in so many ways and I told him so. There were several moments when we almost came to blows as a result. But the nickname never took hold within the office and I always remained just Glaz. Eventually he stopped calling me Coolio and the name died a natural death.

			Bugs and Homer also hit the nightclubs often. When they did, they usually stocked up on ecstasy pills for the night and let loose. I was never really into the ecstasy. I had tried the pills in the past but they made me ill. Invariably they made me vomit. I enjoyed the feeling they gave me, it was awesome. But without fail – within the hour – I would suddenly feel nauseous and the vomit would follow straight away. It didn’t matter if I was on the dance floor, in the car or just walking the streets between clubs. The vomit came without any warning or time to make it to the toilets. It did create some embarrassing moments where I needed to rapidly ‘exit left’ from a venue. So, I just stopped taking ecstasy. That’s when Bugs and Homer introduced me to cocaine. I wasn’t a big night-clubber. Normally I would just prefer to get high at home and then go to a brothel. The sex on cocaine was insane. I could never go to a brothel without being high – it was a prerequisite.

			Bugs and Homer both stuck their heads around the corner with huge grins on their faces. They knew what I was doing and I knew what was coming. They wanted some of the action. It pissed me off because they always wanted in on the action for free. It was rare they ever had their own drugs, especially at the office. And when they did, they rarely returned the favour. I didn’t have a choice, though. They talked. If I didn’t keep them satisfied then I wasn’t sure if they would keep the secret of my substance abuse. Even though they both indulged, I wasn’t going to put it past them to rat on me.

			Almost in unison they both said, ‘What are you doing, Glaz?’

			‘Fuck me,’ I answered. ‘I should have expected you two to show up. What do you think I’m doing?’

			‘Got some for us?’ Homer grinned.

			I fucking knew it. They were here for only one thing. I didn’t verbally answer. I gave a begrudging nod and waved them over to my locker. They both bounded over to me like little kids in a candy shop. I retrieved my little deal bag and racked up another two lines of coke. I knew it was a risk keeping coke at the office. I didn’t do it often, only on occasion. At the same time, I knew the chance of getting caught was also slim unless I was careless. I had a little secret hiding place in my locker that made it extremely difficult to find.

			We all snorted our lines and then I smiled at them for the first time, as the buzz hit me almost instantaneously. I was back on a high. We all took a few big sniffs of fresh air to make sure all the coke found its way up our nostrils and then fist-pumped and high-fived each other.

			‘Okay boys, let’s go for this run,’ I stated matter-of-factly as I hid the remainder of my stash.

			We walked casually out of the locker room and into the muster room, where the other members were gathering for our group run. The team leader for the week was Sierra. I had huge respect for Sierra. He was the best operator at the SOG in my time there. The man was literally a genius. He knew exactly what to do in any situation. He was a great leader of men and everyone at the office respected him. Not only did I respect him, I liked him also. He wasn’t one of those sergeants who demanded respect. He just held the respect naturally. He had been one of the instructors on my intake and scared the crap out of me during the course. He had a certain aura about him. Maybe it was the fact he had been involved in a couple of fatal shootings. Maybe it was because he had a cold and steely stare. I’m not sure, but I was in awe.

			I read a quote once which stated, ‘A good leader is someone you want to follow, not someone you feel you have to follow.’ Sierra was such a leader. The ORs (Other Ranks) wanted to follow him – unlike the majority of team leaders at the SOG who made you feel you had to follow them. As it turned out, Sierra was also a genuinely nice guy. He was intense when it came to jobs, 100 per cent focused on the task. Once we had completed our mission, though, he reverted back to a caring, thoughtful and friendly person.

			The guys were all still chatting about the shooting the night before. Other members on duty who had not been involved in the incident listened on with jealousy. They envied us. It sounds perverse but most members took it as a badge of honour to have shot and killed a person. Any member of the SOG who had been involved in firing a fatal shot was revered. Their worth and esteem among other members became profound. It sounds morose but almost everyone at the SOG wanted to know what it was like to shoot and kill another human being. Some of the members joined for that very reason alone, the chance to be able to take another human life.

			There had been plenty of morbid jokes made after the shooting. I was different to the other guys. As much as I knew how I would react in the situation, I did not feel the need to make jokes about it. I found it disrespectful and actually quite disgusting.

			Sierra had decided where we were going for our run and the group of about ten of us wandered out of the building, still chatting and bragging. From the Victoria Police Centre, we would jog up Spencer Street, through West Melbourne and North Melbourne, head towards Kensington then return back via North Melbourne, past Festival Hall and up towards Victoria Street, before skirting along the eastern side of the city to Flinders Street and back to the office. It was a decent run but the boys were mostly fit and it was what we did. We had to remain fit and strong. It was a prerequisite. After all, fully kitted we each carried upwards of 30 kilograms of equipment on a job, sometimes for numerous hours in succession.

			Everyone was in a good mood as we set off. The coke had kicked in strongly and I felt I could run a marathon. I glanced towards Bugs and Homer and they were chatting nonstop to each other. They were quite animated with hand gestures and their eyes were open wider than usual. The coke had obviously done the job for them too. They caught my glance and Homer gave me a thumbs-up and a grin. Bugs just gave me a wink and a slight head nod. It wouldn’t have surprised me if they had been fucking each other.

			The run began routinely enough. Jogging through the streets of Melbourne, a team of ten elite Special Operations Group members at the top of their game. It was a great feeling being in a group such as this, knowing that we were almost invincible as a collective. We ogled the good-looking women on the streets as we jogged and they ogled us. And why not? How often would they see ten fit, strong, muscular and mostly good-looking men in black, jogging together through the streets of Melbourne? It’s not being big-headed. It was just a fact. We knew we looked good. We worked hard on our fitness and physiques and we were proud of it.

			It was a perfect day. The sun was shining and it was warm but not too warm. The sky was clear, not a cloud to be seen. There wasn’t much pollution around that day, the air smelled fresh and crisp. We were all in a great mood. There was the usual joviality between the guys as we were running along. The little smart-arse jokes that seemed to flow continuously. Remarks such as, ‘Fuck, are you still keeping up Macca?’ or, ‘I see you’re bringing up the rear again Glaz.’

			I was fit, the fittest I had been in many years. But I wasn’t as fit as a lot of the guys. I was a smoker, for fuck’s sake. I used to duck out of the office and have a cigarette in the stairwell with the boys in blue. I’m sure the guys at the SOG knew but they never said anything. I also smoked bongs most nights of the week with my mates. Not to mention the coke and the speed. So, I was doing okay for myself in the fitness department. Taking into account all my vices, I was doing fucking awesome. I may not have been capable of breaking any Olympic or World records but I held my own and never gave up. I wasn’t a quitter. I played hard but I also worked hard.

			We had made it from the office to Abbotsford Street in North Melbourne and were running on the right-hand side of the road – on the footpath against the oncoming traffic. We had come to the intersection with Arden Street and were about to turn left to cross the road and head west along Arden Street. As we all jogged across the intersection, none of us noticed that we were running against a red light. Traffic was still travelling north along Arden Street. I guess we didn’t really take any notice of the traffic as there were no vehicles travelling south towards us as we began to cross. As we crossed onto the north-bound lane of Arden Street, a car heading towards us braked heavily and came to a skidding stop within a couple of metres of all of us. None of us batted an eyelid and we continued to jog across the intersection. Nothing much fazed us. Oh well, the car had to brake to avoid mowing us all down. No big deal. Move on and keep going. But the driver of the car had other ideas. He wasn’t happy.

			He sounded his horn with a long, angry burst. At the same time, he screamed obscenities at us through his open window. I can’t recall exactly what he said but I’m sure your imagination can fill in the blanks. Almost simultaneously our entire group turned towards the vehicle and all ten of us yelled obscenities back at the driver. ‘Fuck off cunt.’ ‘Get fucked.’ ‘Wanker.’ ‘Go fuck yourself.’ It was actually quite humorous. I couldn’t help having a chuckle to myself. It was like a pack of wolves all howling at the exact same time.

			The driver of the vehicle had no idea who we were or what had happened the previous night. He was unaware that we were all on a high, some of us more than others. He was oblivious that we were ready to explode if given the opportunity to do so. He would have been better off screaming his obscenities then driving away. But he didn’t.

			We finished our rebuke as we completed crossing the intersection. We thought that was the end of it and kept jogging unmindful of the fact that the vehicle had turned left into Arden Street. I can’t recall what sort of car it was but let’s call it a Subaru WRX which had been lowered with flashing neon lights on the undercarriage and big furry dice hanging from the rear-view mirror. Why? Because this guy was an absolute wanker.

			The car screeched ten metres past us and came to an abrupt halt by the kerb. As we jogged up alongside the vehicle, the driver exited and slammed his door shut. He was a massive unit. He had muscles bulging from his muscles and veins that appeared ready to explode. He was overly huge, a gym junkie. It didn’t take a genius to know he was on steroids. He wasn’t tall, maybe five-feet-ten at best, late twenties or early thirties, ethnic appearance with short dark hair. And he was angry. Steroid freak angry, no doubt.

			By this stage the boys knew that the shit was about to hit the fan. Never shying away from a challenge, we all stopped jogging and waited to see what was about to transpire. My adrenalin kicked in and I suddenly felt that tingling sensation and my heartbeat increasing. All my senses swiftly became more alert because of the adrenalin rush. Or maybe it was the coke, I don’t know. Whatever it was, I was feeling ready to spring into action. I knew something was about to go down.

			It was at that moment I noticed a passenger in the front of the vehicle. I didn’t pay much attention to him as he was still in the car and seemed a bit of a runt. He had his window down and I still remember him saying to us, ‘Don’t get him angry. You’ll be sorry if you get him angry.’ It wasn’t a threat. The passenger seemed genuinely frightened for us. He had a nervous quaver in his voice and he was warning us to leave this situation alone. That was never going to happen. The driver strutted around the front of his car and began yelling at us.

			‘What the fuck do you think you’re doing? Who the fuck do you think you are? Do you know who I am? I’m going to kick your arses!’

			The passenger was shaking his head in despair and saying, ‘You’ve done it now. He’s about to go off.’

			There was a member in our group whose nickname was Josey. He was Canadian and had previously been a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. He was a ripper bloke. Many guys at the SOG didn’t like him that much, but I did. Those who didn’t like him didn’t take the time to get to know him. Josey had a wicked sense of humour and was funny as fuck. He had a thick Canadian accent and could do a perfect impersonation of Chief Wiggum from The Simpsons. He cracked me up every time. He also lived near me, so we often caught the train together to and from work. That gave me plenty of time to get to know him. We got along well, and I trusted him.

			We called him Josey from the Clint Eastwood spaghetti- western character Josey Wales. Why? Because he used to constantly munch on chewing tobacco. It was a disgusting habit and no one really appreciated it, especially when he would spit into his always-ready Coke can. But who was I to judge? I smoked cigarettes and took drugs. Chewing tobacco was rather tame in comparison. It was just who Josey was and he wouldn’t have been the same person if he didn’t chew tobacco. Everyone at the office had their own idiosyncrasies and that was his. It made his character. If you squinted, he even looked a little like Clint Eastwood, albeit a smaller version.

			I locked eyes with Josey and we gave each other the slightest of nods. That was all that was required to know we had each other’s backs if the situation began to get ugly. And it turned ugly very quickly. The Wanker made his move.

			And he made his move on the wrong person. He was out of his depth with any of us but he chose the person that he least should have chosen – Josey.

			Josey was an expert wrestler. He trained almost every night of the week and had won national titles in his division. He also trained the rest of the guys in the office. We were not in his league as we only trained on average once a week in the art of wrestling. We knew the basics. Josey knew every move. I was twice his size and strength but there was no way I could defeat him wrestling. There were times during training when we were wrestling together and, within seconds, he had me in some sort of choke hold or arm bar or some other fucking hold I had never seen or felt before. It always resulted in me having to tap out. How the fuck did he get me in that hold? I never had a clue. If I hadn’t tapped out during our training, he could have either choked me unconscious or broken my arm. Not that he would have, but he could have.

			The Wanker approached Josey, still ranting like a lunatic with fire in his eyes. His mistake was encroaching Josey’s personal space. Wanker was about to chest-bump Josey and that’s when Josey sprang into action. Before I was able to blink, Josey had Wanker in a head lock. I barely saw him move, it was that quick. One second Wanker was about to chest Josey, the next Josey had executed a lightning quick move and had him in a head and choke hold from behind. That’s when I jumped in.

			In our training we were taught never to make physical contact with an offender. It was to be avoided at all cost. That’s where things can go very awry. Our equipment is then in the reach of the offender, including our firearms. However, in the times when it did happen, we had to know what to do. It was all about teamwork at the SOG. Without teamwork the office could never function. If a member became embroiled in a physical altercation with an offender, then another member would jump in to assist. One member would go high, the head – the other member would go low and take out the offender’s legs.

			Taking out the legs was imperative as this removed the offender’s strength, stability, balance and mobility. And it also forced the offender to the ground. Once on the ground he was fucked and that was where our wrestling techniques came to the fore. Before he knew it, the offender would be hog-tied with plastic straps and a few discreet physical blows delivered to his torso, leaving him writhing in pain and wondering what the hell had just occurred.

			Josey had this bloke in a choke hold from behind so I jumped in and latched onto the prick’s legs. I wrapped both my arms around them and together we physically lifted him off the ground and dumped him unceremoniously onto the pavement. He was a big unit and he made a loud thud with an audible grunt as the air was knocked out of his lungs.

			Suddenly Josey was standing over the top of him. He had one of Wanker’s arms in a hold and his knee was pushing down with force against Wanker’s throat. The guy was choking. He was making small choking noises and was obviously having difficulty drawing in any breath. He was trying to say something but it was fairly inaudible due to the force Josey was applying to his neck. All the while the passenger in the car had not moved and remained in the car by the kerb. That was a wise move. Wanker gasped again, labouring immensely with his breathing and still trying to speak.

			That’s when Josey spoke to him and it was hilarious. It was a case of ‘you had to be there to appreciate the comedic timing’, but this is what happened. It was made all the more amusing because of Josey’s heavy Canadian accent, which I still can’t distinguish from American – apologies to any American or Canadian readers.

			As Wanker was trying to breathe and speak, unable to move, Josey yelled several times in his thick accent, ‘What’s your fucking problem?’

			After a few seconds of pause, Wanker managed to croak that he couldn’t breathe.

			The next comment out of Josey’s mouth was pure gold. ‘Well then – I think you have a serious problem!’

			It took all my might not to burst out into laughter. The rest of the guys were just looking on in amusement. There was no need for anyone else to jump in as they could see we had the matter under control. After a few more derogatory comments towards this bloke, Sierra interjected and instructed us to let him up. Josey and I let go and we backed away, although still ready to re-enter the fray if he got up swinging. He didn’t. He lay prone on the pavement for maybe ten seconds trying to get his breathing back to normal. Then he sat up and just looked at us with a defeated expression on his face, although we could see he was still angry. Probably more degraded, demoralised, humiliated, whatever spin you would like to place on his situation. Eventually he got to his feet and began walking back to his car, muttering to himself all the while. Sierra told us to keep moving, so after giving this guy further lip service, we turned away.

			As we began jogging again, he yelled after us, ‘I’m calling the police!’

			In one movement, we all turned our heads in his direction while continuing to jog away, and in unison we all yelled back at him.

			‘We are the fucking police!’

			That was the last we saw or heard from him. He never made a complaint. If he had, it wouldn’t have been difficult to fit the pieces together and figure out who we were. Ten fit, muscular blokes jogging together all wearing black PT gear and saying they were the police. Oh, that would be the SOG boys!

			That was us. We looked after each other. Even if we didn’t all like each other. Outside of office hours there was every chance we could get into fist fights with another member. It had occurred in the past. But while on duty we were one unit and we backed each other up, regardless of personal feelings. Always.

			



	

CHAPTER 2

			Fatal Shots

			The night of 11 February 1998 changed my perspective on life and death and affected my state of mental health forever. It is etched into my brain. Like all dramatic events that occur in a person’s life, it continues to repeat itself over and over in my thoughts. It is one of the reasons I still have nightmares about the Special Operations Group.

			The day started as usual: breakfast, operational training and then physical training in the afternoon. I drove home from work at the end of the shift expecting a normal night. The night was anything but normal.

			I was on call that night. The A Team. We had three units on call at all times: A Team, B Team and C Team, with four members in each team. I had been given the PIG to drive home for the night. The ‘PIG’ was the affectionate name for our armoured vehicle – so called because it was a pig to drive and handle. It was new in our arsenal and officially it was called an SRV, or safety rescue vehicle. At that time, it was a Toyota LandCruiser. The present-day armoured vehicle used by the SOG is called the BearCat. Each on-call duty team was assigned its own vehicle, which was taken home for the night by selected members. If called out during the night, it was their responsibility to drive that vehicle to the job, and if necessary pick up team members along the way.

			The PIG weighed a few tonnes. It was armour-plated and bulletproof, rated to a 7.62mm calibre round. The windows were also resistant. There was a hatch in the roof so members could stand and remain in relative safety while deploying gas or other less than lethal force techniques. Entry to the rear compartment was gained via two hinged doors. The rear compartment could hold up to eight members fully equipped. Its use was mainly for hostage rescue and siege situations. It allowed us to drive close to the target area without fear of being fired upon. It also allowed for the rescue of hostages where we could reverse to the target area and safely extricate hostages by placing them in the rear of the vehicle.

			Each on-call vehicle was equipped with a lockable cage in the rear that was stocked with our equipment, weapons and uniforms, including ‘bush kit’ in the event the call-out was a rural area. The vehicles usually contained an arsenal of weapons: four semi-automatic shotguns, four .223-calibre semi-automatic or fully automatic Steyrs, four MP5 submachine guns (SMGs), four Heckler & Koch 40-calibre semi-automatic handguns, along with an abundance of stun grenades, numerous magazines of ammunition, OC (oleoresin capsicum) spray, gas guns and personal equipment.

			We had phased out our Remington 870P pump-action shotgun and replaced it with the Benelli Super 90 semi- automatic weapon. It had a magazine capacity of eight shotgun cartridges and a fire rate of 300 rounds per minute, cycled by a gas-operated action. It was an excellent firearm, and my weapon of choice.

			The Steyr AUG is an Austrian assault rifle actually designed in the 1960s. It fires a 5.56mm round with a fire rate of 680–750 rounds per minute. Its magazine capacity was thirty rounds. It has the capability of semi-automatic or fully automatic fire. It was the weapon of choice, mainly for bush jobs. It was also an excellent close-quarters combat weapon. However, it was not my weapon of choice. It had problems due to stoppages and firing on fully automatic without warning.

			The MP5 9mm submachine gun was a beautiful weapon to fire. One of the few submachine guns capable of remaining on target during fully automatic fire. It had a fire rate of 800 rounds per minute and was used mainly for forced building entries and drug labs. It also had a magazine capacity of thirty rounds.

			The Heckler & Koch 40-calibre semi-automatic handgun was new to the office, replacing the 9mm SIG Sauer P226. It was a huge upgrade from the SIG Sauer. It felt comfortable in the hand, fired easily and was extremely accurate. The 40-calibre projectile caused far more damage than the previous 9mm. It had a magazine capacity of twelve rounds.

			If a member ever went AWOL in one of the vehicles, they could have started a small war.

			When I wasn’t required to take the PIG home, I often travelled by train to and from work. I always kept my handgun with me after hours, concealed in my backpack. If I was on an afternoon shift, I usually caught the last train out of the city. It left around midnight and there was just one carriage open for the public to travel on. It was commonly filled with drunken louts and dickheads, smoking, swearing and otherwise carrying on. I kept to myself and never became involved in abating the unruly behaviour unless a member of the public was being threatened. I always had a little chuckle to myself wondering what would happen if I was approached or threatened by one of those yobbos. I imagined the look on their face would have been priceless as I pulled my handgun from my backpack. I never found out as I never had the need to do so.

			That fateful night in February I arrived home in the PIG and parked it in the driveway. It was alarmed, so I wasn’t concerned about anyone trying to break into it. I can’t recall what I did that evening but I went to bed late, as normal. I was a late-night person, never in bed before 11 p.m., sometimes much later.

			I was in a deep sleep when the phone rang around 2 a.m. I always kept a notepad on the bedside table. I turned on the light, picked up my pen and answered the phone.

			‘Hello? What’s the job?’ I asked.

			‘You’ve got a siege,’ the male voice replied. ‘Male person in Wandin East, name Robert Anthony Hall. He’s holed up in his house and his girlfriend is a hostage. He’s armed with a .22 rifle and he’s shooting up the house. He has also set fire to the family car.’

			I took notes on the address and the information given to me and told him my ETA, which was about an hour away.

			Then I dressed in my black coveralls, kitted myself in all my equipment and walked out the front door. In the PIG I placed my shotgun next to me on the passenger side floor space, familiarised myself with the route and began driving to the RV (rendezvous) point. On the way I was thinking the job would be another boring ‘cordon and contain’ situation. Executive Command had changed philosophy in my time at the SOG to a safety-first priority. Almost all sieges now followed the cordon and contain mantra. We would surround the target premises and negotiate with the suspect until the suspect surrendered voluntarily. Many times, this would take hours or even days to negotiate a peaceful resolution and could be extremely boring. There was nothing worse than sitting around for a protracted period of time listening to a negotiator repeat himself over and over again while waiting for the suspect to surrender. I expected this job was going to be no different.

			I pulled up at the RV point close to 3 a.m. It was set up on a narrow, unsealed road approximately a kilometre from the target premises. The rest of my team had already arrived, along with the on-call B Team and C Team. All of us had been called out. The boys were gathered in the middle of the road with the team leader, Prime. The Officer in Charge of the SOG was also there, Chief Inspector O’Callaghan, together with the fire brigade and an ambulance. It was a hive of activity. Now this looks interesting, I thought as I joined the rest of the team.

			Prime was giving his briefing on the situation. He seemed a good enough bloke. He had only been at the SOG a short time, yet he slotted well into a leadership role. He explained that cut-offs had already been deployed to each side of the premises. These are members sent to strategic positions around the target premises to contain the area so that the suspect is unable to escape. We used the universal colour code system for any target premises. ‘White’ being the front of the premises, ‘black’ the rear, ‘red’ the right-hand side and ‘green’ the left-hand side. In effect the cut-offs could execute an arrest if the suspect decided to make a run for it. We were in Wandin so the situation was a little different than usual as this was a rural property. It was approximately 4 hectares. The cut-offs were in position and concealed in terrain in close proximity to the house – but not too close as there was a lot of open ground surrounding the house.

			As I suspected, it was going to be a cordon and contain situation and the negotiator, who was also with the group listening to the briefing, was going to attempt to talk Hall into surrender. Prime told us that the premises had gone quiet and no shots had been heard for over an hour. The girlfriend who had been held hostage had made her escape while Hall was otherwise distracted. It was she who had contacted the police regarding the situation. At least she was safe so we didn’t need to concern ourselves with a hostage rescue. All that needed to be done was negotiate a peaceful resolution with Hall. He did have a firearm, though, which was a concern.

			Prime looked up and said to me, ‘Glaz, you can be on the arrest team.’

			I nodded and gave myself an internal smile. Everyone wants to be on the arrest team because that’s where the action is when the time comes. Being a cut-off is the boring job. A cut-off is usually at least one person from the sniper wing. Being a sniper sounds exciting, but almost 100 per cent of the time they are just observers used to relay information back to the team leader on the movements of the suspect.

			As my excitement rose at the thought of being on the arrest team, Prime looked at me again.

			‘Oh, you don’t have your shotgun, Glaz. Okay, you drove the PIG here so you can be the driver.’

			I began to challenge his decision. ‘No Prime, I do have my shotgun. It’s in the PIG.’

			‘No,’ he replied. ‘You’re the driver.’

			Fuck it. From arrest team to driver. This was going to be a long and boring night. I didn’t protest any further because what the team leader said was gospel. I could argue and vent my feelings after the job at the debriefing but never while actually on the job. That’s how it was. There was nothing I could do to change his mind at that point. I was pissed off because I’d been looking forward to the action at the time of arrest and now I was going to be stuck sitting in a vehicle and observing while the arrest team had their fun.

			By the time the briefing had been completed and the rest of the boys had kitted up, checked and double-checked their equipment, it was somewhere around 4 a.m. The arrest team clambered into the rear of the PIG. Everyone had their job to do. There was a designated ‘strapper’ who would secure the suspect with plastic ties upon arrest. There was a member designated as ‘gasser’. He was in charge of the OC spray in the event gas was required to subdue the suspect. The gas was contained in a specially modified fire extinguisher. It could be deployed through the hatch in the roof of the PIG. The other members of the arrest team would have their weapons drawn and call on the offender to drop to the ground once he surrendered. Prime was also in the back with the arrest team. The negotiator climbed into the passenger side of the PIG and I reluctantly got into the driver’s side.

			I began driving along the unsealed road towards the target property. Eerily, it was a full moon that night. This meant that I could drive without the need for headlights. The PIG also had switches inside the cabin which enabled me to turn off the brake lights, among other things. I flicked the switch so that the brake lights became inoperable, drawing as little attention to ourselves as possible.

			After a short drive we came to the entrance to the property and I turned right into the driveway. It was a long dirt driveway, perhaps 50 or 60 metres, fenced with paddocks on either side. I could see the house at the end of the driveway on my left. It seemed a typical rural property, with the farmhouse constructed of timber and raised off the ground with several steps leading to a veranda. There were lights on in the house, but I couldn’t see any movement.

			We reached the end of the driveway which opened up into a large paddock around the house. To my right, I could see the family car that Hall had set on fire. Small flames were still licking the burnt-out shell and there was black smoke still rising from it. It was surreal: a warning signal, a feeling of foreboding. As soon as I saw the smouldering wreck of the vehicle, I knew that this was not going to be an ordinary job. Hall meant business and did not appear to be in a normal state of mind. You don’t set fire to a car if you’re having a good night. He was one pissed-off man.

			Immediately, my mind fully switched on.

			As I drove into the house paddock I noticed a cluster of several large trees in the middle, maybe 20 or 30 metres from the house, but I didn’t pay much attention to them. I turned the PIG left towards the house, and came to a stop 20 metres from the front door, facing the steps leading up to the veranda. I kept the engine running. There was still no visible movement from inside the house. Our cut-offs had not reported any movement at all and they had been in position for some time keeping the house under observation. They were equipped with night-vision scopes and should have been able to see Hall clearly if he was outside. Therefore, we assumed that Hall was still holed up inside the premises. That was the first mistake.

			Prime directed one of our operatives to exit the rear of the PIG and position the loudspeaker near the front of the house. The loudspeaker was necessary to facilitate the negotiations, allowing the negotiator to make contact with Hall via a microphone while still seated in the PIG. Shit, he’s going to be exposed with no cover or protection while he’s out of the vehicle, I thought, but didn’t say anything as it was sacrosanct to question a team leader’s direction, especially on the job. I let it go.

			The member exited the rear of the PIG and I watched as he walked past my driver’s window, in front of the PIG to a distance of 10 metres and placed the speaker on the ground facing the house. My mind was racing and my heart rate became slightly elevated. I was waiting for shots to ring out, all the while thinking how exposed he was. The member then walked back and re-entered the rear of the PIG and the doors were again locked. I breathed a sigh of relief. Nothing had happened. Luckily. But that was not the point. Something could have happened and, at least, he should have had another two members go with him to provide cover fire if the necessity arose.

			With a nod from Prime, the negotiator began his usual garble.

			‘This is the police. We will not hurt you. Come out of the house without any weapons and with your hands above your head. You will not be harmed.’

			Blah, blah, blah.

			‘We wish this to be resolved peacefully. We can help you.

			Come out with your hands raised. We will not harm you.’

			He repeated the same thing over and over for several minutes with no response whatsoever. Prime instructed the negotiator to keep trying.

			After several more minutes the negotiator turned to me and said, ‘Listen, when we drove down the driveway, I thought I saw some movement in that group of trees.’

			I looked at him incredulously. My eyes opened wide and for a moment I wasn’t sure what to say. My immediate thought was that one of our members had been unprotected for a period of time while deploying the speaker and had walked straight past those trees. I didn’t hold back with my response. ‘Why the fuck didn’t you mention that at the time, you fucking idiot!’

			Prime didn’t say anything. He didn’t need to. I had said what everyone was thinking. I reversed the PIG and swung it around to face the trees in question. We came to a standstill within 10 metres of the trees. Even though it was a full moon and dawn was very slowly breaking, the trees were large and cast a darkness beneath all the foliage. It remained difficult to see. I turned on the headlights and that’s when I saw Hall.

			He was lying in a hammock strung up between two of the trees and fully cocooned in a large blanket. All that was visible were his eyes staring out. He was facing us, looking straight towards us. I had chills. He had been watching us the entire time. He had heard every word spoken by the negotiator.

			As soon as I lit him up with the headlights, Hall sprang into action and jumped out of the hammock. He moved with rage, anger, purpose. Or perhaps madness, insanity. All of the latter. I was surprised by how fast he moved. He appeared fit, toned and lean. Approximately five-feet- ten with very short hair, almost stubble. He was pale in complexion. In his late twenties or early thirties. Wearing tracksuit pants and a light-coloured t-shirt. Even from that distance, I could see his eyes were wide, almost deranged. He was extremely animated and began yelling and screaming, waving his arms around. He made a beeline towards the PIG – towards us. He seemed to have no fear whatsoever. He was wild. On first impression I wondered what drugs he was on. Amphetamines?

			Hall came directly up to my driver’s door and began yanking on the handle. The door was locked, yet he continued trying to pull it open. At the same time, he began smashing his fist into the window with all his might. Being protective glass, it had no effect. My adrenalin heightened.

			Questions and emotions flooded me. Will the window break? Did I lock the door? Why am I feeling intimidated? We locked eyes. The door held fast. He was screaming at the top of his voice and pointing at me

			‘I’m going to fucking kill you! I’m going to put a bullet in your head, you cunt!’

			Further barrages of threats were made: pointing to other
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