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Foreword to Backroad Bob’s

Isle of Man TT Races

By 1990, I had ridden motorcycles through every state east of the Mississippi River, Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, and five Canadian provinces, but I wanted to do more. I wanted to explore the back roads across America, see the Isle of Man TT Races, examine everything that's foreign at a European Grand Prix, and experience the canopied forests, cascading streams, and towering mountains of Pennsylvania's state forests.

Over the past thirty-eight years I've done all this and taken thousands of photos of the places I've been and made millions of memories of the unforgettable people I've met. Along the way, I've recorded my experiences in hundreds of magazine articles, and traveled hundreds of thousands of miles by motorcycle in the pursuit of my dreams. If this sounds like something you'd like to do, then these articles are a valuable tool to assist you in fulfilling your dreams too.

The resulting articles have appeared in American Road Racing, Backroads, Blue Ribbon Coalition Magazine, CC Motorcycle News, Cycle News, Motorcyclist, PowerTech Quarterly, Rider, RoadBike, Sport Touring News, STAReview, Thumper News, Thunder Press, Turbo News, Trail Rider, Twistgrip, Winding Road Motorcycle Times, and the book Turbocharging, Supercharging, and Nitrous Oxide.

These articles are the fruits of a trial and error tree planted decades ago. The bad roads, the dead end trails, and the nasty places have been left out. What remains is a four-decade distillation of motorcycling in 38 American states, five Canadian provinces, five national forests, ten Pennsylvania state forests, and eight foreign countries. These articles contain valuable information that will save you time and money and enable you to efficiently plan your own adventures while avoiding the mistakes I've made. Let each article be a preview of your own adventures. - BRB

Acknowledgments

I’d like to thank everyone that ever rode with me, invited me on a ride, gave me an idea for a ride, helped me when I’ve been stranded alongside a road or trail, or struck up a conversation with me when I’ve been on the road or the trail. There are thousands of you, but the ones I remember the most are: Joe, Robert, Paul, Ron, Mr. Bill, Barry, Bob, Tom, Sydney, Stewart, Sam, Oop, Moose, Cong, Lucas, Rock, Randy, Mark, Gary, George, Allen, Steve, and Dad - great riders all. The editors that thought I had something to contribute deserve a tip of the hat too.

I’d also like to thank everyone that ever fought for this great country. You have done, and are doing, a job that many Americans don’t have the nerve or the will to do. We should all be thankful for your sacrifices. I’ve had the good fortune to travel outside the United States and I’ve enjoyed immensely the foreign places I’ve been, people I’ve met, and things I’ve done, but there is no better feeling than returning to the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Spending weeks on the road or days on the trail can be surprisingly isolating, but I’ve managed to make hundreds of new friends along the way. Get out there and make a few new friends of your own. - BRB

Introduction to Backroad Bob’s

Isle Of Man TT Races

These ten published magazine articles are about the greatest motorcycle racing event on the planet - the two-week long festival of speed known as the Isle of Man TT Races. You may have heard about the Isle of Man TT Races and you may know it's special, but what you don't know is that it won't last forever. Forces bigger than motorcycling are threatening this two-week festival of speed. The 150-mph run down bumpy and crowned Bray Hill, three feet in the air at Ballaugh Bridge, and flat out at nearly 200 mph through the mist and over the "damp bits" on Snafell Mountain are sights you can't see anywhere else in the world and they're all on the endangered list. Add the stunt rider shows, the drags, the Ramsey bike show, Mad Sunday, the crazy crowds, and the nightly smoky burn outs on Douglas' Queen's Promenade and you've got something that's not to be missed. If you want to know how to get there, where to stay when you get there, and what to see when you get there, then you'll want to have this CD before you get there.

As a moto-crazed kid hanging out after school at the corner store, I would have to stand on the bottom shelf of magazine racks to reach the motomags on the top shelves. The highlight to my week was visiting the local farmers market where they had 10-cent issues with the cut-off cover pages. I could buy a dozen reads for the price of one retail issue and it took dozens of reads to satisfy my addiction to anything related to motorcycles. Of all that rummaging and reading, one place stood out like a lighthouse beacon and lured me with its siren call. That place was the Isle of Man and its TT Races. The stories of real men named Hailwood, Agostini, and Dunlop racing motorcycles on real roads that were real dangerous were my heros. Compared to these guys, comic book characters just didn't measure up. These racers risked everything every time they threw a leg over their race bikes and tossed it WFO down bumpy and crowned Bray Hill. If "real" men engaging in "real" road racing are your heros too, then this read's for you!- BRB
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Isle Of Man TT Experience - A Global Happening

by Robert H. Miller

©1998 RHM Company
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A GLOBAL HAPPENING

While on the Isle of Man (IOM) you'll meet travelers from all over the world. Most are European motorcyclists attending the TT because "there's nothing like this at home", some are "pensioners" (retirees) on holiday from Scandinavian countries, some are average "blokes" and "chaps" from England who've saved their pennies all year for the chance to see TT racing one more time. Of all the people you meet the most interesting are those circling the globe on vagabond tours. Even for these accomplished travelers the IOM is a "must see and must do."

STEAM PACKET TERMINAL

The Isle of Man Steam Packet (ferry) Company operates sea terminals from the west coast of England at Liverpool, Fleetwood, and Heysham.  The Moneyclose Inn at Heysham is a neighborhood pub within sight of incoming ferries. Riders crowd the bar and spill into the parking lot waiting for their IOM departure. It creates an atmosphere of electrified banter in a dozen different languages. It could be a meeting of the United Nations if ambassadors rode motorcycles.

THE FERRY

Once on the ferry, riders from all over Europe, Ireland, and Great Britain collapse in exhaustion from their journeys to the sea terminal, then revive long enough to deplete the ship's store of beer. The result looks as if refugees from an overcrowded refugee boat got mixed up with cruise ship passengers. In a drunken mass of humanity, leather-clad riders fall asleep in the seats, corners, and halls of the ferry. You have to pity passengers who aren't there for the TT Races.

Despite the crush of TT Week spectators you can meet non-TTers aboard the ferry. Most are on "holiday" (vacation) to the Isle of Man's Victorian resorts. You might meet a primly-dressed retired school teacher escaping the Norwegian winter or a dressed-for-success blue jeans importer from Moscow who looked as if she belonged on the cover of Cosmo.

EUROPEAN MOTORCYCLISTS

The most animated IOM spectators are the European motorcyclists. For them, TT Week is a once-in-lifetime experience. The Germans and French hoot and holler at everything from the craziness of the fans, to the performances of the stunt riders, to the death-defying feats of the racers. On the other hand, British spectators don't seem to be impressed by any of it and if they are, they don't show it. The Swedes are here because their country "is more conservative and more restrictive for motorcycles." Germans attend TT Week by the thousands. These autobahn veterans say "it's wilder than anything at home."

A JAPANESE INDIVIDUALIST

For the most part, Japanese culture dictates committee decision-making and group social activities. The exception to this was an 18-year old Japanese youth on the IOM for TT Week. Masaya left home alone with just enough money to reach the island and was, for lack of funds, sleeping in the ferry terminal. Over dinner, after much sign language and many exchanges of crude drawings, he communicated his goal of seeing the country where Triumph motorcycles were made. He hoped to obtain a job in Tokyo at one of the import shops and thought he would have an edge on other mechanics competing for available positions if he could say he'd not only studied Triumphs, but had seen them on the IOM.

Masaya showed me photos of his Triumph Cub and went on to speak about the British motorcycle revival in Japan. He planned to attend an IOM dinner meeting of the "'59 Club". This group is dedicated to perpetuating the look and attitude Marlon Brando made famous in the movie "The Wild One". It was ironic to see Japanese culture celebrating a stereotype American motorcyclists have been trying to live down for the past 50 years.

AUSTRALIA'S BRAD PITT

When ralliers want some peace and quiet they go to Port Chiarn (Erin). It's a quiet seaside town sixty miles from the center of TT activity. On a particularly cold, drizzly, afternoon, Port Chiarn's Railway Station Pub was alive with Germans, English, Welsh, Scots, Irish, and one Australian. They were commiserating about politics, government, and taxes.

Glen, the Australian, had returned home after military service then got bored with his job. He sold everything, including his motorcycle, and was using the proceeds to circle the globe. He was working his way from East to West with a premeditated strategy to visit the friends of recent acquaintances. His next stop was Canada and his notebook was filled with names and addresses of prospective hosts.

Glen's clean-cut appearance contrasted with the souvenirs of his global journey. His body was covered with tattoos from each of the memorable places he visited. Glen told truly amazing tales about Thailand, Nepal, and India. The strangest story was how he obtained his tattoos. The bizarre drawings were created by tribesmen after they had consumed a homemade alcoholic brew or specially-prepared hallucinogenic plant. Sitting across the table from Glen was like meeting Brad Pitt and having him tell you of his seven years in Tibet.

THE IOM SEA TERMINAL

Leaving the Isle of Man is another unique experience because departure times are determined by weather whims. The British, Irish, and Europeans accept the delays without protest and use the time to catch up on their sleep by pushing seats together and forming makeshift couches. Ralliers without reservations stand by, sometimes 12-24 hours, in the hope of obtaining passage. Two days after the end of TT Week, the IOM sea terminal remains crowded. Fans with weary I-want-to-go-home faces find they've been bumped from their scheduled ferry by other passengers who were delayed due to rough seas or high winds. After a day of bad weather the sea terminal looks, sounds, and smells like a homeless shelter.

UNIVERSAL QUALITIES

IOM TT Week appeals universally to motorcyclists the world over and is a unifying, international, cross-cultural, and outrageous display in support of the motorcycling lifestyle. Another universal element is the common bond of curiosity, sense of history, and fellowship of the travelers. Across different cultures and languages they share common ideas and talk about the other side of the world as though it was just down the street. Without exception, they envied, admired, and respected the United States. On the Isle of Man it felt good to be an American. - BRB
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