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Introduction: Mac and Jack: The Tails of Two
Kitties

This is the story in snapshots of a pair of Brown
American Tabbies who came home with us one summer day in 2010 from
the local pet store. We picked these two kittens because they were
the most active and playful out of the litter. As we go through the
pictures I will point out the differences in their personality and
behavior. It's interesting how animals have their own
individuality. The problem is these two brothers are so close in
coloring and marking it was hard to determine which one was which
in many of the pictures.

Jack was a more reserved cat, quieter, yet more
daring but less successful at acrobatic feats than Mac. Mac was the
natural leader; he would be the one that would find the way to
escape, or to open doors with levers. Jack on the other hand would
take leaps or make attempts that Mac didn't or wouldn't, and often
they would end badly for Jack, while Mac would watch on in apparent
wonder. Poor Jack was always getting hurt, belly flopping on rocks,
scraping his chin on the driveway after leaping off the porch roof,
or simply falling out of trees.

I must also state for the record that I also love
dogs. Dogs are just higher maintenance than cats. While a dog may
do many more learned tricks than a cat can... well, actually, I'm
not sure that cats will allow themselves to learn tricks...
although I have been successful in getting Mac to come when called,
if I wait long enough... and call him at least three times... but,
there's one thing a cat does that a dog doesn't, not that they
couldn't be trained to though. And that involves NOT having to be
taken outside in the rain for walks. When we can find a dog that
will use a litter box, or have a fenced in yard where the dog can
go out on its own, well, then we might have another one, but for
now, we're living with a cat.

What follows are as series of snapshots of their
first year or so with us. They were to live in the detached garage,
actually in the heated office in the garage more specific. Which
was really more store room than garage, since our vehicle wouldn't
clear the door. I had considered cleaning up all the pictures and
removing the clutter from the pictures, but then the pictures
wouldn't look natural, and I've spent way too much time working on
the pictures and this book, and not nearly enough time with people
and cats.

The pictures are candid, and many of them are blurry
because they would so something and I would have to rush to get a
picture or they just moved quickly in low light. These are not
studio pictures but you should be able to enjoy them for the cat
content. They provided hours of entertainment. Hope you enjoy the
fotos with all the furry fun.

The Tails of Two Kitties - Mac and
Jack
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Chapter 1: Mac and
Jack - August 2010

Mac and Jack were born in the spring and were ready
for adoption along with their brothers and sisters at the pet
store. We picked these two characters because they were the most
alert and active. They proved to be inquisitive and curious and
quickly began searching their new surroundings. The pictures that
follow should be in sequence as they grew up together. After time I
often wonder if picking out more sedate kittens wouldn't have been
wiser. Fortunately these two, while active and engaged often in
mock mortal combat, they didn't destroy things. I don't recall
anything that either of these furry tabbies have broken, or if they
did, it was forgiven and forgotten. When you see some of the
pictures of their acrobats on top of a book shelf battling it out
while balanced on antique china platters, you too will be amazed at
their abilities. From the beginning, the personalities showed up.
In these first pictures you often see Mac at the front, and Jack
behind.
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Jack is on the left in the first picture, slightly
orange eyes and lighter markings. Mac is on the right, eyes are
more greenish and his markings are darker. Second picture it's Mac,
then Jack. Jack also has more spots. I also noticed that Jack
appeared to be left-handed, while Mac is right-handed. You'll
notice this in some of the pictures as they reach for things or
swat at each other. When you have had many friends who are
left-handed you notice this sort of thing, and it seems that it is
also found among critters. Or I could just be imagining things.
Either way, these two furry little Brown American Tabby kittens
were unique and special in their own ways. Even in this picture I
notice that Jack is sitting back a bit, and he was more reserved,
quieter, while Mac was out in the lead and in charge.

My office was inside the garage and we had cat doors
installed on the office door and on the two exterior doors. If I
wanted to keep the cats out of my office I could close that little
cat door.
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To keep the cats safe at night we'd keep them from
going outside, and often allowed them into my office. When they
were bigger I would go out to the garage in the morning and open
the kitty doors to the outside doors so they could go outside. When
I would be on my way to work they'd be waiting for me on the back
porch. When it started getting dark outside we'd get them inside
and lock the outside kitty doors. Of course for the first several
weeks their territory was limited to the garage and my office.

In the picture below Mac and Jack are checking out a
bag of charcoal, with Mac being in the lead and Jack observing. You
can see Jack's lighter coloring and spots, along with Mac's darker
back. In many of the pictures it is very hard to tell them
apart.
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The water dish on the right kept their water fresh
and filtered. Fresh water is important for a cat's kidney health.
Cats do not like their water dish next to their food dish. I've
tested this out by placing a water bowl next to the food dish, and
then another bowl on the other side of the room. The water dish
next to the food would not be touched, while the other bowl would
drop in level. Understanding cat behavior takes time. Cats are
generally independent and adapt well.

The exploration began fairly quickly as they sorted
out their food and water dishes outside my office. Here Jack is
checking out the bag of cat food. What's funny is that cats know
when you plan to feed them, and will get quite vocal about having
their dish filled, even if they haven't eaten all their food.
That's another point for the cat over a dog. If you put out three
bowls of food a cat will only eat what they need, while most dogs
will consume all three bowls and then lie in a slump or worse.
Leaving a cat home alone for a day or two is not a problem,
especially since cats sleep at least 70% of the time and are really
quite independent. A dog on the other hand would eat all the food
you left, and then tear up the house in a panic attack from being
left alone. The aloofness and discipline of a cat makes them a
suitable, low-maintenance, but loving pet. After all, if your cat
likes you, life is good.
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In the picture below the door to my office was open
and the cats were beginning to explore the rest of the garage. You
can see them teaming up for the exploration. A brave new world
awaits the two young furballs. They approached new territory with
great caution and stealth. And if you look carefully it appears
that Jack has already done something to irritate his eye as they
investigate the outside door they are not allowed to pass through
yet.
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While they were exploring the garage they
found their litter box. This is the one feature that works best for
most pet owners; cats just know to use a litter box. We had a
Whippet that was trained as a puppy to use papers in a shower
stall. If for some reason she had an accident or we got stuck in
traffic and couldn't get back home in time she would jump in the
bathtub and take care of business there. Very unusual feat and one
we were most grateful for. We've also seen cats that actually use
the toilet! One can train a cat to use a toilet by placing a small
litter box on a toilet seat and then once the cat gets used to it
they will straddle the toilet and use it. My brother in law claims
he learned that one of his cats not only did this, but also flushed
the toilet. He talked of how he heard the toilet flush once and
went to see why and spotted the cat there! What a brilliant cat and
great idea. Maybe if there is another kitten in our future we'll
attempt that training. It's clear that training a kitten to use a
toilet will likely be much easier than potty training a human
child!
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Back in the office they explored the cat
tree and found the myriad of straps and strings we had attached and
dangling before them.
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The (hopefully) mock battles were amusing.
They would stare at each other, then tackle and wrestle. They never
hurt each other, but I wasn't about to stick my hands in between
them either.
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Mac stops and poses for a picture. One
friend claims he's the most photographed cat on the internet. I
haven't tallied up all the pictures, but I'm sure he's not the
winner.
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Jack got the string caught on his tooth for
a moment. Even early on Jack seemed to have more mishaps than Mac.
I wonder what the cats in the rest of the litter looked like. I'm
glad we only came home with two of them. Although if I didn't have
adult supervision...

Not sure why cats and dogs want anything to
do with my shoes, seriously they don't smell that bad. But every
cat we've had, and friend's dogs, seem to head to my shoes, stick
their heads
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