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			Aldous Huxley

			British writer

			
					Born in Godalming (Surrey) in 1894.

					Died in Los Angeles in 1963.

					Notable works:	Music at Night (1931), essay collection

	Brave New World (1932), novel
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			Aldous Huxley was born in 1894 and was a politically engaged English writer. He was familiar with the major totalitarian regimes of the 20th century and the social tensions that arose from them. When his eyesight began to fail in 1914 he was discharged from the army and was able to devote himself to his academic studies, particularly in English literature, which he studied at Oxford.

			His first published novel, Chrome Yellow, appeared in 1921, and his most successful work was Brave New World, which was published in 1932. Huxley was known for his habit of writing under the influence of various illicit substances, and due to his blindness it can be reasonably assumed that his books were written with the help of assistants. He died in 1963 in Los Angeles.

		


		
			Brave New World

			A futuristic society

			
					Genre: science fiction novel

					Reference edition: Huxley, A. (2007) Brave New World. London: Vintage.

					1st edition: 1932

					Themes: conditioning, consumerism, individualism, technology, freedom, eugenics

			

			Brave New World is a science fiction novel which was published in 1932. It depicts a “perfect” world, where each individual belongs to a specific social class that determines their needs and prospects. Even though this way of life deprives them of their freedom, they have been conditioned to accept it as normal from a very young age.

			Throughout the novel, Huxley warns against the vices of Western society, where consumerism and individualism are rampant and technology is ever-more important. Dystopian narratives were also used by other contemporary writers such as George Orwell (1903-1950) in 1984 (1949) and Animal Farm (1945).

		


		
			Summary

			The visit

			Brave New World is set in the World State, where individuals are divided into different social classes named Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta and Epsilon, each of which is sub-divided into “Pluses” and “Minuses”. Each of these classes has a different function, ranging from intellectualism in the Alpha class to the manual labour performed by the Epsilons. Each class is educated in a way that preserves this system.

			A number of young new recruits are given a tour of the Central London Hatchery and Conditioning Centre by the Director of Hatcheries and Conditioning (DHC), who explains these concepts to them and alludes to some of the unpublished scientific experiments carried out there. The DHC leads a team of researchers who aim to create a utopian society by monitoring and controlling the next generation of children before they are even born.

			The rest of the visit is conducted by a researcher called Mr Foster, who explains the different steps in the process used to create human beings. They stop at an incubator, where infants are undergoing tests that will determine their future passions. The students then meet Mustapha Mond, one of the ten “World Controllers”, who reminds them of the benefits of a life that has no attachments to any family or household.

			Meanwhile, during a conversation with one of her colleagues, Lenina Crowne admits that she wants to be faithful to Henry Foster. However, monogamy is proscribed by the regime. They then discuss Bernard Marx, a grumpy idealist whom Lenina seems to be attracted to. Having agreed to meet her, Marx visits his friend Helmholtz Watson and they discuss their desire for freedom of expression. Meanwhile, Lenina visits Henry Foster and spends some time with him. Marx goes to a Solidarity Service to commune with others, where he takes soma, a powerful drug which puts him in a kind of trance. Although this session is supposed to bring him happiness, it has no lasting effect on him.

			The “Savage”

			Shortly afterwards, Marx goes on holiday with Lenina and tries to make her more conscious of the conditioning they are subjected to. She is embarrassed, and persuades him to take drugs to forget his loneliness. They then visit the Savage Reservation in New Mexico, where the couple meet John and his mother, Linda, a former Beta-Minus who got lost in the area a few years earlier during a hike with the DHC. Linda has raised her son to understand civilised culture and has taught him to read.

			This has given John a keen interest in the world of technology, and Marx decides that it would be interesting to help him discover it. John accepts, not suspecting that this new world will lead to his doom. After leaving to obtain passes, Marx returns to the Reservation to find his new ward. Back at the Conditioning Centre, when he is about to be fired by the DHC, Marx presents Linda and John to the public. They both address the Director, who is John’s father, leaving him racked with humiliation; he then leaves the room and immediately resigns.

			As the guardian of the “Savage”, Bernard is now in a privileged social position: women flock to see him, he throws parties and is catapulted to fame. But John begins to notice the way that this society is mistreating his mother, who has now been drugged with soma. He becomes increasingly interested in Lenina and starts trying to keep his distance from both her and the public eye, which puts paid to Bernard’s dreams of glory. Lenina, who returns John’s feelings, goes to find him in the hope of seducing him, but she is unexpectedly rejected by him, as he is actually only in love with an idealised version of her he has created in his own mind, which would be shattered if they had sex.

			Later, we discover that Linda is dying. John visits her in hospital, where his public display of grief is considered shameful by the nurses and the children in the ward. After his mother’s death, John decides to raise awareness about the consequences of overdosing on soma. Unfortunately, society has been subjected to such heavy conditioning that the people do not understand the ramifications of his speech.

			Judgement

			Later, John, Watson and Bernard are arrested by the militia and taken to face judgement for failing to integrate into the system. After a long debate about the “brave new world” and the soundness of its principles, Mustapha Mond decides the three defendants’ fates. Since Bernard Marx is an outcast, he is sent to Iceland, where his inner self will be able to flourish and he will live with a population of like-minded individuals; this is not so much a punishment as it is an opportunity for him to adopt a lifestyle that suits his personality. Watson receives the same sentence, and is forced into exile on the Falkland Islands. John wants to join them, but Mond decrees that he must remain, as he is curious to see how his integration into society will progress.

			During his speech, Mond admits that he is fully aware that the principles of the World State suppress individual and collective freedoms, because these principles cannot be questioned. He shows tolerance and understanding towards the three rebels, and starts a discussion with John about God; he even eventually offers John a number of books from the former regime which have been banned.

			John longs for more privacy and therefore moves into a lighthouse, where he is regularly harassed by journalists and visitors who watch him as if he were an animal in a zoo. He is tormented by guilt over the way he has turned his back on his own principles to live in this new world and by his love for Lenina, which even leads him to start self-harming. Eventually, his irrepressible sexual urges and his inability to find inner peace drive him mad, and he decides to end his life by hanging himself.

		


		
			Character study

			Bernard Marx

			Bernard Marx is a member of the Alpha class and works for the Psychology Bureau. He is described as an ugly man who is much shorter than most of the other Alpha citizens, which is the result of an anomaly during his conception. In this society, a variety of substances are injected into the uterus during gestation; for example, foetuses which will belong to the Gamma class are injected with alcohol to stunt their growth, and there is a rumour that Bernard received this treatment by mistake. For this reason, he hates working with Gamma citizens because he is afraid of being mistaken for one of them, since they look so similar (see Chapter 4).

			He has a fairly poor reputation among his colleagues. After he meets John, his personality and outlook begin to change.

			Before he meets John

			Bernard suffers from an inferiority complex and is something of an outcast. He is a romantic at heart, and finds it difficult to accept the sexual freedom of the “brave new world”, where men and women alike are reduced to mere sexual objects (see Chapter 3). He is quite rebellious, and disagrees with the way the world he lives in is governed. He finds his work on hypnopaedia (sleep-learning) in young children restrictive and utterly useless. His peers often mistake his world-weariness for grumpiness, and his inability to fit in because of his differences is a source of great chagrin for him.

			After he meets John

			Marx becomes very popular after he returns from the Reservation. He gains a certain degree of power from his position as John’s guardian, as everyone who wants to see him must go through Bernard. His self-confidence begins to grow, and his arrogance drives away his friends Helmholtz and John, who feel maligned and used, respectively. However, his time in the spotlight is fleeting and he is soon plunged back into obscurity. 

			During certain scenes, such as his arrest and trial, he is shown to be a coward, and he even tries to use Linda to appeal a sanction that was imposed on him by the DHC by convincing her to reveal that the DHC is John’s father and exposing him to public ridicule. However, he is unable to escape being sentenced to exile in Iceland, even though he has been striving to avoid this fate for a long time, and is forced to say his goodbyes to John and Watson.

			Helmholtz Watson

			Helmholtz Watson is an Alpha citizen who works for the College of Emotional Engineering as an Alpha-Plus lecturer. He also sometimes writes for a radio magazine on the side, and he has a gift for writing hypnopaedic slogans. He is passionate about poetry.

			Watson is a tall, burly man with very broad shoulders. He has curly black hair and chiselled facial features; in other words, he is as handsome and athletic as all Alphas are expected to be, which can inspire jealousy in others.

			He has a tendency to overthink things and often takes the initiative. He knows that he is different from other people and searches in vain for a way to fill the void he feels. He does not know how to share his intelligence and feels that he is wasting it by not using it constructively. He is good-natured and forgives easily.

			Watson helps John to fight off the Deltas who try to arrest him at the hospital. Many of his decisions are influenced by his love of literature: for example, he chooses the Falkland Islands as his destination when he is sentenced to exile because he believes that the climate is more suitable for writing than the other potential locations.

			Lenina Crowe

			Lenina is a Beta-Plus nurse who works in the Fertilizing Room. She is free-spirited and very pretty, and is frequently described as “pneumatic” (a term meaning physically perfect with a well-proportioned body), meaning that men are frequently drawn to her and women often seek her friendship. At the start of the novel, she is set apart by her attachment to Henry Foster, the handsomest man in the Centre, even though romantic affection is strictly prohibited in this “perfect” world. Although she recognises some of the shortcomings of the “brave new world”, she has no desire to rebel against the system. Instead, she convinces herself that it works for the greater good and that it deserves to be respected, even though she does not follow all of its rules.

			Lenina admires a number of powerful men: she likes Henry Foster because of his attractiveness and scientific expertise, she is attracted to Bernard Marx, who awakens her curiosity, and she is drawn to John because of his different, liberated upbringing. In Chapter 11, her feelings for John are shown to be genuine, so when she is led to believe that he is immune to her charms her pride is deeply wounded. Following this, she is plagued by melancholy and her newfound obsession with John even drives her to spurn Foster. She has no concept of monogamy or fidelity, and since these are core values for John, she is unable to seduce him. The rift between them deepens when John sees her join the crowds of curious spectators around his lighthouse, accompanied by Henry, and verbally lashes out at her.

			John

			John has no surname because he grew up outside the bounds of civilisation. He was born in the Reservation, and is the son of his Beta mother and the DHC. John is very handsome, received a good education and speaks English. He is even familiar with the works of William Shakespeare (English playwright, 1564-1616), which he quotes often. Unlike the education system of the World State, John chiefly learns from his life experiences, which allows him to analyse things objectively and to become aware of the total lack of freedom that characterises this society.

			He is eager to prove himself, and hopes to undertake a rite of passage (Chapter 7). However, he does not have the right to do so because of his complexion and his origins, so these hopes are dashed. He is
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