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  To all peoples of the world whose endeavors are told as stories…







  
    
      “Our universe is made up of stories, not atoms.”


    

    
      ~ Muriel Rucksayer
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  Preface



Welcome to a journey through the intricate tapestry of the human experience. The World We Live In is more than just a collection of five short stories; it is a mirror held up to the forces that shape us: politics, relationships, and the enduring bonds of family.




As Muriel Rucksayer once observed, “Our universe is made up of stories, not atoms”. Within these pages, you will encounter individuals standing at the crossroads of their own narratives:


	Daniela, a teenager finding her way back to her parents’ values through the raw honesty of their own past struggles.

	Jack, a young boy learning the weight of a promise and the depth of a father’s sacrifice.

	Carlos Alberto, a “Conspiracy Theorist” who challenges the global order, only to discover his own path to influence.

	Micah, who transforms frustration into an award-winning anthem by choosing to see life through his own lens.

	Martin, an aspiring writer whose persistence in the face of a hundred rejections proves that the “Writer’s Relief” is found in never giving up.




These stories explore the “symbiotic” relationship between the information we consume and the lives we lead. They serve as a reminder that while the world may often feel like a “mighty prison” of fear and negative news, we possess the power to dictate our own frequency and find success through determination and moral groundedness.




Step inside and discover these accounts of life’s significance. Perhaps, in reading their stories, you will find the inspiration to write your own with renewed purpose.
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  Introduction

  
  




It examines the various happenings in the world as reflected in politics, relationships, and family. As Muriel Rucksayer said, “Our universe is made up of stories, not atoms.” The World We Live In tells the stories of people whose lives are shaped by politics, family, and relationships.




This five-chapter short-story collection contains the following stories: “Daniela Has Changed!” “Dad Loves Me”, “The Order of the Day” and “See Life In Your Own Way”.




Chapter One explains how Daniela was on her way to becoming a loose teenage girl, but a heart-to-heart talk with her parents made her turn over a new leaf. They used their stories to completely change her.




Chapter Two tells the story of six-year-old Jack, whose father, Mr Phelps, divorced his mother, Jane, on the grounds of infidelity. Because of the effect of not having to see his mom, Jack poured out his displeasure by beating and bullying his classmates. Mr Phelps took a subtle decision based on the report of Jack’s behaviour by the proprietress,




Miss Dean, to make Jack a good boy. He succeeded by doing the unusual…




Chapter Three recounts the plight of Carlos Alberto at the University of Nassau in the Bahamas. Popularly called ‘The Conspiracy Theorist’, his ideologies caused a lot of attention, but the school authority took drastic measures to halt the activities of his group. Carlos was arrested and, after a while, was released on the grounds of good behaviour, only to discover that he had been rusticated. He returned to his native Bolivia to go through a life-changing situation…




Chapter Four recounts the story of a young man, Micah, whose frustration took the better of him. But with the ‘stern’ encouragement from Floyd, his friend, he wrote an award-winning Rap song, ‘See Life In Your Own’ for rapper P.R.O, who went on to win the African Lyricist of the Year.




Chapter Five unveils the literary experiences of a young Australian named Martin. Through determination, persistence, and a success-oriented mindset, despite countless manuscript rejections and discouragement from his friend, Charles, he went on to become the first literary ambassador to the rest of the world. Martin’s undying quest to become a literary icon was motivated by the success of a certain author he read about online…
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  Daniela Has Changed!

  
  




“Mom, I’m sick and tired of your asking about me!”

Daniela yelled, “You have to understand that I’m no longer a kid! I have every right to do as I wish, provided I don’t disturb people. Mom, I want to let you know this! As soon as dad comes back from work, I’ll let him know!”


“Daniela, what has come over you?!” Frances inquired, infuriated at her daughter’s strange behaviour. “I’m surprised that you have the guts to tell me what you’ve just told me! Let me ask you: ‘Who is the force behind this silly attitude of yours? Your friends? I guess maybe!’ Your dad has always wanted the best for you, but here you’re trying to inform me how grown up you are!”


“Yes, I want you to know that I’ve grown up now! For Christ’s sake, Mom, I’m fourteen! I know what’s good for me and what’s not! Tara is just a year older than I am, but she does what she likes in her home! But here I am, at my age, being asked where I went and where I’m going, who I am hanging out with, and all that! Mom, you know what? I’m tired of all that crap!”


“Don’t be naïve, Daniela!” she advised, attempting to take hold of her shoulders. “Tara isn’t my daughter, and my daughter isn’t Tara! You’re my very own

















At Tara’s House



















At her Residence
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